BUREAD OF LAND MAMAGEMENT
ROSWELL RESQURCE AREA
ROSWELL, NM BB201

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Er# NM-060-01-054
Right-of-Way NM 104011

Rpplicant: Agave Energy Company
105 South Fourth Street
Artesia, NM 88210

Locatien: T. % 3., R. 26 E., N.M.P.M.
Section 31: Lot 2,S1/2NEl/4, SE1/4NW1l/4.

Preparer: Irene Gonzales-Salas January 16, 2001
I. : ION
A. Need for d Action

The proposed action is needed to develop the mineral lease (on
State Land)and transport natural gas to market.

B. i} mance with Land Pi
The purposed action is in conformance with the approved Roswell
Rescurce Management Plan (BMP), and is consistent with Bureau policy and
guidance.
c. b hip to Statu ions, or Other Plan
The proposed action does not confliect with any known State or

Local planning or zoning ordinance. The authority for this action is the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as Amended.

i BACKGROUND, PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES
A. 5 RCTION

On January 16, 2001, Agave Energy Company submitted a completed
application for a buried pipeline right-of-way.

Agave Energy Company proposes to construct, operate and maintain a
buried B-inch steel gas pipeline. Total proposed pipeline length would be
approximately 6,300 feet in length, with 5,300.9 feet of the total length
located on public land., The proposed natural gas pipeline would connect Ultra
UA State No. 1 well located in Section 32, T. 9 5., R. 26 to a tie-in peoint in
SE1/4NE1/4 of Section 36, T. 9 5., R. 25 E. Maximum operating pressure of the
pipeline line would be 150 to 250psi.

Felated appurtenance would consists of a pipeline meter station,



valves, and related appurtenance.

A width of 20 feet is requested for the right-of-way to get
equipment down the right-of-way. The proposed pipeline will be buried
approximately 36 inches. Twenty feet of the ROW will be bladed, a ditcher
will trench approximately 36 inches deep to allow for 3 feet of cover. The
proposed pipeline would be constructed in accordance with the Standard
Stipulations for Buried Pipelines in the Roswell Field Office, BLM.

The location of the proposed action is in Chaves County, New
Mexico. The legal land description is:

T. 9 5., R, 26 E., N.M.BE.M.
Section 31: Lot 2, S51/2NEl/4, SE1/4Nwl/4.

A right-of-way 20 feet wide by 5,300.9 feet long yields 2.434 acres (1.004
miles).

[ 548 Alternatives
1 No Action
Under this alternative the application would be rejected.

2. Change the Alignment--Reroute the Project

There are no alternate routes which would have significantly
less impacts than or any clear advantages over the proposed action. Therefore
the alternative of changing the location of the project is not analyzed
further.

IIT. AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

General Setting. The proposed pipeline is located approximately 18
miles northeast and approximately 1.5 miles east of the Bitter Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge. Access to the location will be wvia U.S. Highway 380,
traveling approximately lOmiles sast of Roswell to the Bottomless Lakes
turnoff, then traveling north approximately 5.5 miles, northwest, .2 mile, and
northeast approximately 1 mile to the proposed pipeline location.

Beth the surface and mineral estates are in public ownership. An
inspection of the Master Title Plats revealed the following title information.

01l and Gas Lease - NM 36408 currently leased to Yates Petroleum Corporation.
Pipeline Rights-of-Way NM 72713, NM 40038, BM 72712, NM 53112, NM 53044.
There are no mining claims recorded.

The regional industries are ranching, oil and gas development and
seasonal hunting.



Affected Resources. The following critical elements have been evaluated
and are either not present or are not affected by the proposed action or the
alternatives in this EA:

Air Quality

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs)
Cultural/Archaeclogical Resources (01-R-020-A)
Farm Lands (Prime and Unique)

Floodplains

Native American Religious Concerns

Threatened or Endangered (T&E) Species (plants & animal)
Wastes, Hazardous and/or Seolid

Water Quality, Drinking and Ground

Wetlands and Riparian Zenes

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Wilderness

The impact of the proposed action and alternatives to minority or low-
income populations or communities has been considered and no significant
impact is anticipated.

A Soils

This scil group is described in the Seil Survey of Chaves County,
New Mexico-Northern Part (pages 38 & 39 and map No. 28). The proposed action
would cccur in high terraces in the scuthern part of the survey area. HMA-
Hollomex-Reeves Milner, drky loams, gently undulating.

Permeability of the Holemex socil is moderate. Available water
capacity is wvery low. Runoff is medium, and the hazard of water erosion is
moderate. The hazard of soil blowing is high. 0 to 3 percent slopes.

Permeability of the Reeves is moderate. Available water capacity
is moderate. BRunoff is medium, and the hazard of water erosion is moderate.
The hazard of soil blowing is high.

Permeability of the Milner soil is moderate. Available water
capacity is low. Runoff is medium, and the hazard of water erosion is
moderate. The hazard of scil blowing is high.

B. Vegetation

The native vegetation in the area is composed of mainly grasses,
shrubs, and forbs, such as black grama, gyp grama, gyp muhly, coldenia,
blue grama, tobosa and broom snakeweed, and sand dropseed. Deterioration of
the native plant community results in a rapid invasion by other less desirable
plant species. The mean annual precipitation is 11 to 12 inches.

c. Bange

The proposed project is located within the following grazing

allotment:
Allotment 65037






