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BUREAU OF LAN D MANAGEMENT  

FARMINGTON FIELD OFFICE  

 

NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF GAME AND FISH  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

 FOR 

CONOCOPHILLIPS  COMPANY  

San Juan 31-6 Unit Nos. 101 and 35P 
 

1.0 Introduction  

1.1 The Proposal  

 

ConocoPhillips Company (ConocoPhillips) has applications for permit to drill (APDs) with the 

Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Field Office (BLM-FFO) for one Rosa Pictured Cliffs gas 

well (the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 101) and one Blanco Mesaverde/Basin Dakota gas well (the San 

Juan 31-6 Unit No. 35P). Williams Four Corners, LLC (Williams) has two right-of-way (ROW) 

applications with the BLM-FFO for the associated pipeline ties.  The proposed project would include 

the drilling, production, and final abandonment of both gas wells, which would be twinned on a 

previously existing well pad (the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 35E).  Two pipeline ties would also be 

required.  This action is being proposed on State of New Mexico lands administered by New Mexico 

Department of Game and Fish (NMGF), with federal minerals administered by the BLM-FFO.  A 

grant of easement from NMGF would be issued and sent to the BLM-FFO as verification of surface 

owner concurrence. 

 

This site-specific analysis tiers into and incorporates by reference the information and analysis 

contained in the Farmington Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement 

(RMP/EIS) approved as per the September 29, 2003 Record of Decision (ROD) as the Resource 

Management Plan/ Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS), pursuant to 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR) 1508.28 and 1502.21 (BLM 2003a). This document is available for review at the 

Farmington Field Office, Farmington, New Mexico, Mexico or on the World Wide Web at 

http://www.nm.blm.gov/ffo/ffo_home.html. This environmental assessment (EA) addresses site-

specific resources and effects of the proposed action that were not specifically covered within the 

RMP/EIS, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended 

(Public Law 91-90, 42 United States Code [USC] 4321 et seq.). 

 

Under the proposed action, Alternative B, two gas wells would be drilled.  Two pipeline ties would be 

necessary to deliver Rosa Pictured Cliffs and Blanco Mesaverde/Basin Dakota gas into the existing 

pipeline infrastructure. 

1.2 Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the proposed action would be to produce Rosa Pictured Cliffs and Blanco 

Mesaverde/Basin Dakota gas from a valid and existing federal lease, NMSF 00078999, issued by the 

BLM in 1949. Burlington Resources Oil and Gas is the lessee of record and shares operating rights 

with several other companies.  Burlington is the operator of the federal San Juan 31-6 Unit. The BLM 

is authorized under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (MLA), as amended (30 United States Code 

http://www.nm.blm.gov/ffo/ffo_home.html
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[USC] 181 et seq.), to issue oil and gas leases for exploration and development. The existing lease 

constitutes a binding legal contract that allows for mineral development by the lease holder.  

Approved APDs, issued by the BLM, would authorize the applicant to construct, drill, operate, and 

finally abandon the proposed wells and any associated facilities. The associated pipeline ties would 

allow for natural gas to be produced from the proposed wells. 

1.3 Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plan and Other Environmental Assessments 

The regulations under 43 CFR 1610.5 require the proposed action to be in conformance with the 

terms and the conditions of the RMP/EIS as approved by the ROD signed September 29, 2003 (BLM 

2003b). Specially Designated Areas (SDAs) and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) 

for the proposed action area were identified in the FRMP/FEIS under authority of the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976 (Public Law 94-579, 43 USC 1701 et seq.) allowing 

for multiple use of lands administered by the BLM-FFO. Alternative B, the proposed action, is within 

La Jara Cultural ACEC and Rosa Mesa Wildlife Area SDA; it is located north of Frances Canyon 

Wash and south of Cabresto/Bancos Canyons. 

 

La Jara ACEC is managed to provide proactive, long-term protection to and preservation of cultural 

and natural resources, which are necessary for the educational, cultural, heritage, architectural, 

historic, and other values contained within the BLM-FFO.  Management prescriptions for this ACEC 

are outlined in the 2003 Farmington Resource Management Plan.  Applicable management 

prescriptions are as follows: 

 

 New and existing oil and gas leases are managed under Controlled Surface Use constraints; 

 New rights-of-ways (ROWs) will be placed within existing ROW corridors. Coordination 

with ROW holders on maintenance and ROW use is required; 

 Visual Resource Management (VRM) Class II designation is implemented; and 

 Surface-disturbing activities are restricted to identified areas to minimize disturbance and 

impacts. 

 

Rosa Mesa SDA is managed to protect and preserve wildlife habitat.  Management prescriptions for 

this SDA are outlined in the 2003 Farmington Resource Management Plan.  Applicable management 

prescriptions as are as follows: 

 

 For new and current oil and gas leases, seasonal timing limitations exist on drilling and 

construction from December 1 through March 31 in the area north of Frances Canyon Wash 

and south of Cabresto/Bancos Canyons; 

 New oil and gas leases are managed under Controlled Surface Use constraints; 

 ROWs are allowed on a case-by-case basis with special management constraints and 

mitigation; 

 Visual Resource Management Class II and IV designations are implemented; and 

 Key browse species such as big sagebrush, antelope bitterbrush, and mountain mahogany are 

managed to meet the needs of wintering deer. 

1.4 Federal, State, or Local Permits, Licenses, or Other Consultation Requirements 

ConocoPhillips and Williams would comply with all applicable federal and State of New Mexico 

laws and regulations (Appendix A). Non-point source pollution is an identified problem in the 

planning area that is directly associated with soil stability and water quality. The New Mexico 

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department requires operators to follow ñpit ruleò 
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regulations contained within NMAC 19.15.17 in an effort to reduce ground water contamination from 

industry related activities. Mandated by the Clean Water Act (CWA), efforts to reduce non-point 

source pollution through implementation of erosion control and management practices are an 

important part of BLMôs management activities. Industrial activities disturbing land may require 

permit coverage through a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) storm water 

discharge. Oil and gas development, however, is exempt from NPDES regulation per 40 CFR Part 

122. A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section CWA 404 Permit for the discharge of dredge and fill 

materials may also be required. Operators are required to obtain all necessary permits and approvals 

prior to any disturbance activities. 

. 

Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), as required by Section 7 of the 

Endangered Species Act, was conducted as part of the Farmington RMP/EIS (Consultation No. 2-22-

01-1-389) to address cumulative effects of RMP implementation. The consultation is summarized in 

Appendix M of the RMP/EIS.  Review of current USFWS Federally Listed Species and onsite 

evaluation of habitat for the proposed project indicate no need for additional Section 7 consultation.   

 

Compliance with Section 106 responsibilities of the National Historic Preservation Act are adhered to 

by following the BLM ï New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer (NM SHPO) protocol 

agreement, which is authorized by the National Programmatic Agreement between the BLM, the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the National Conference of Council of State Historic 

Preservation Officers.  

 

Additionally, the APD Operator and ROW Grant Holder would: 

 

 Comply with all applicable Federal, State of New Mexico, and local laws and regulations. 

A listing of selected federal laws and regulations applicable to the proposed action can be 

found in Appendix A. 

 Obtain applicable permits for the construction, drilling, completion, production, and final 

abandonment of these well including water rights appropriations, water discharge 

permits, relevant air quality permits, and permits associated with the installation of water 

management facilities. 

 

The State of New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission (NMOCC) has assigned spacing rules for 

producing oil and gas formations.  Current spacing for the Rosa Pictured Cliffs formation is 160 

acres per four (4) wells; spacing for the Blanco Mesaverde and Basin Dakota formations is 320 

acres per four (4) wells. 
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2.0 Alternatives Including the Proposed Action 

2.1 Alternative A - No Action  

The BLM NEPA Handbook (H-1790-1) states that for EAs on externally initiated proposed actions, 

the No Action Alternative generally means that the proposed activity would not take place. This 

option is provided in 43 CFR 3162.3-1 (h)(1).  This alternative would deny the approval of the 

proposed APDs and current land and resource uses would continue to occur in the proposed project 

area.  No mitigation measures would be required. The No Action Alternative provides a reference, 

enabling decision makers to compare the magnitude of environmental effects of the alternatives. 

2.2 Alternative B - Proposed Action 

General Location and Description 

ConocoPhillips has proposed the construction, drilling, production, and final abandonment of two 

natural gas wells.  Williams has proposed the construction, operation, and final abandonment of two 

associated pipeline ties.  The action is proposed for the spring of 2009.  The San Juan 31-6 Unit Nos. 

101 and 35P are proposed to be developed in the San Juan Basin of northern New Mexico, 

approximately 23 miles east-northeast of the town of Blanco (see Figure 1, page 5).  The proposed 

project area is located approximately 3.0 miles southeast of Navajo Reservoir, and approximately 3.0 

miles north of the La Jara Canyon arm of the reservoir.  The proposed project area is located in a mid-

upland area, on a gentle northern slope.  General topography consists of steep hills and sandstone 

rock outcrop formations interspersed by relatively flat, lowland areas.  Much of the proposed project 

area overlaps an existing well pad (the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 35E).  However, terrain of the 

undisturbed areas is rolling with shallow, ephemeral washes.  Habitat surrounding the disturbed area 

consists of an open piñon-juniper woodland with scattered shrubs, bunchgrasses, and forbs. 

 

The proposed well surface and bottom hole location for the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 101 would be 850 

feet from the north line (FNL) and 1150 feet from the west line (FWL) of Section 35, Township 31 

North, Range 6 West, New Mexico Principal Meridian (NMPM).  The proposed well surface location 

for the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 35P would be 900 FNL and 1155 FWL, within the same section.  The 

proposed bottom hole for the San Juan 31-6 Unit No. 35P would be 2000 FNL and 1500 FWL within 

the same section.  The proposed well locations are plotted on the Gomez Ranch, New Mexico, 7.5-

minute United States Geological Service (USGS) quadrangle map (see Figure 2, page 6). 
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