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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
FARMINGTON FIELD OFFICE

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR THE
BURLINGTON RESOURCES OIL & GAS COMPANY LP 6 s
San Juan29-7 Unit No. 75N

1.0 Introduction

11

1.2

The Proposal

Burlington Resources Oil & Gas ComparyP (Burlingtorn) has anApplication for Permit to
Drill (APD) with the Bureau of Land Management, Famgton Field Office (BLMFFO) for one
Basin Dakota/Blanco Mesaverdms well, the San Juar29-7 Unit No. 75N The proposed
project would include theonstructiondrilling, production, and final abandonmeutt this well
and associated well padEnterpriseField Services LLC (Enterpris¢ has one righof-way
(ROW) application with the BLMFFO for the associated pipeline, tighich would be necessary
to deliver Basin Dakota/Blanco Mesaverdgms into the existing pipeline infrastructurd his
action is beig proposed oprivate (feeJands with mineralsmanaged by the BLNFFO.

This sitespecific analysis tiers into and incorporabgsreference the information and analysis
contained in the Farmiion Resource Management PEBEmvironmental Impact Statement
(RMPEEIS) approved as per the September 29, R&3rd of Decision (ROD) as the Resource
Management PlariZnvironmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS), pursuant to 40 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 1508.28 and 1502.21 (BLM 2003a). @b@ument is availde for review at

the Farmington Field Office, Farmington, New Mexico, Mexico or on the World Wide Web at
http://www.nm.blm.gov/ffo/ffo_home.htmIThis environmental assessment (EA) addresses site
specific resources and effects of the proposed action that were not specifically covered within the
RMP/EIS, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended
(Public Law 9190,42 United States Code [USC] 4321 et seq.).

Purpose and Need

The purpose of the proposed action would be to pro@asen Dakota/Blanco Mesaverdgas

from a valid and existing federal leadM SF 0078424 issued in 191. Burlington (along with

other @erators)has operating rightfor this lease The BLM is authorized under the Mineral
Leasing Act of 1920 (MLA), as amended (30 United States Code [USC] 181 et seq.), to issue oll
and gas leases for exploration and developmEms. existing lease consites a binding legal
contract that allows for mineral development by the lease holddeapproved APD, issued by

the BLM, would authorize the applicant to construct, drill, operate, and finally abandon the
proposed well and any associated facilities. &kgsociated pipeline tie would allow for natural

gas to be produced from the proposed well.
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1.3 Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plan and Other Environmental Assessments

The regulations under 43 CFR 1610.5 require the proposed action to be in confmvitnthe
termsand the conditions of the RMBPIS as approved by the ROD signed September 29, 2003
(BLM 2003Db).Specially Designated Areas (SDAs) and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACECs) for the proposed action area were identified inrPRBIP/FEIS under authority of the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976 (Public La&7® 43 USC 1701

et seq.)allowing for multiple use of lands administered by the BLMternative B, theproposed
action is within San Rafael Canyon CullrACEC. This areais discussed in detail ithe ACEC
Sectiong3.9 and 4.9of this EA

1.4 Federal, State, or Local Permits, Licenses, or Other Consultation Requirements

Burlington and Enterprisewould comply with all applicable federal ai®tate of NewMexico

laws and regulations (Appendix A). N@oint source pollution is an identified problem in the
planning area that is directly associated with soil stability and water qualityN&WweMexico

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department reqaieee r at or s to f ol |
guidelinescontained withilNMAC 19.15.17 in an effort to reduce ground water contamination
from industry related activitiedMandated by the Clean Water Act (CWA), efforts to reduce non
point source pollution through implemtation of erosion control and management practices are
an important part of the BLM6s management ac
require permit coverage through a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
storm water gcharge. Oil and gas development, however, is exempt from NPDES regulation per
40 CFR Part 122. A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section CWA 404 Permit for the discharge
of dredge and fill materials may also be required. Operators are required to dotaiceakary
permits and approvals prior to any disturbance activities.

Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), as required by Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, was conducted as part of the FarmingtoEBMEbnsultation N. 2-
22-01-1-389) to address cumulative effects ®MP implementation. The consultation is
summarizedin Appendix M of the RMFAEIS. Review of current USFWS Federally Listed
Species and onsite evaluation of habitat for the proposed project indicate nomaéditional
Section 7 consultation.

Compliance with Section 106 responsibilities of the National Historic Preservation Act are
adhered to by following the BLM New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer (NM SHPO)
protocol agreement, which is thorized by the National Programmatic Agreement between the
BLM, theAdvisory Council on Historic Preservatioand theNational Conference of Council of
State Historic Preservation Officers

Additionally, the APD Operator would:

e Comply with all applichle Federal, State of New Mexico, and local laws and regulations. A
listing of selected federal laws and regulations applicable to the proposed action can be found
in Appendix A.

e Obtain applicable permits for the construction, drilling, completion, pramycand final
abandonment of this well including water rights appropriations, water discharge permits,
relevant air quality permits, and permits associated with the installation of water management
facilities.

Burlington Resources Oil & Gas Company, LP 2
Enterprise Field Services, LLC

San Juan 29 Unit No. 75N

Well Padand Pipeline Tie



The State of New Mexico Oil Conservation Qoiasion (NMOCC) has assigned spacing rules
for producing oil and gas forations Current spacing for thBasin Dakota/Blanco Mesaverde
formatiors is 320 acres pdiour (4) wells. Current spacing for the Chacra formation is 160
acres per one (1) well.

As the proposed well and pipeline tie are on fee surface, a surface owner agreement would be required for the
proposed project.
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2.0

Alternatives Including the Proposed Action

2.1 Alternative A - No Action

The BLM NEPA Handbook (H7901) states that for E®\ on externally initiated proposed
actions, the No Action Alternative generally means that the proposed activity would not take
place. This option is provided in 43 CFR 3162.3h)(1). This alternative would deny the
approval of the proposed APD and ant land and resource uses would continue to occur in the
proposed project area. No mitigation measures would be required. The No Action Alternative
provides a reference, enabling decision makers to compare the magnitude of environmental
effects of the aérnatives.

2.2 Alternative B - Proposed Action

General Location and Description

Burlingtonhas proposed the construction, drilling, production, and finalddranent of one
natural gas wellthe San Juar29-7 Unit No. 75N This well would be twinned with the
existing San Juan 2B Unit No. 75A. Enterprisehas proposethe construction, operation,
and final abandonment of one associated pipelinepijgeline tie disturbance would be
entirely within the proposed, twinned well pdthe action is proposed fdresummeffall of
2009.

The San Juar29-7 Unit No. 75Nis proposed to be developed in the San Juan Basin of
northwesern New Mexicoapproximatelyl6 miles eastof the town ofBlanco(see Figure 1,
page5). The proposed project area is plotted on Eredgadita MesaNew Mexico, 7.5
minute United States Geological Service (USGS) quadrangle map (see Figure 2,.page 6)
The proposed project area is lowlands on the eastern side of San Rafael Canyon
Topography is rolling with ephemeral washes; slopgeistle and to the wesiThe proposed
project area isvithin a sagebrusthabitat though the majority of the proposed project area
falls within existing disturbance associated with an existing well pad

The proposed project would bdirectionally drilled. Thesurface locatiorof Alternative B
would be 1365 feet from thesouthline (FSL) and 1815 feet from theesst line (FEL) of
Section23, Township29 North, Ranged7 West, New Mexico Principal Meridian (NMPM)
within Rio Arriba County New Mexico The well padbottom holewould be815 feet FSL
and815feetFEL of the same section.
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map
Burlington Resources Oil and Gas Company
Proposed San Juan 29-7 Unit No. 75N
T29N, RO7W, Section 23, NMPM
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