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Successful Bureau of Land Mangement hazardous fuels projects in the wildland urban interface...

Arizona

Prescribed Fire- Mimicking M other Nature

InlateJune2001, the
Bureauof Land
Management (BLM)
Phoenix FiddOffice
mimicked Mother Nature
by igniting nearly 6,000
acresof theAguaFria
Nationa Monument.
LightingfiresinArizona
duringthesummer months
hasasimilar effect asthe
pre-monsoonlightning
fires. Firepromotesa
hedlthy grasdand
ecosystemby improving
thequality of grassesfor
wildlifeandreducingthe
number of non-nativeplant species.

The Phoenix Field Officeworked with the Tonto and Prescott National Forests, the
ArizonaState L and Department, Black Canyon City Fire Department, andthe Arizona
Department of Transportationto makethisprescribed fireasuccess. Duringthisburn,
hundredsof motoristsalong Interstate 17 stopped to ask about thefire, which gave
employeestheopportunity tointeract with the public, explainthe purposeof the
prescribed burn, and providedaily updates.

Resourcespecialistsand firemanagersdiscussed strategy, safety concerns, public
information needsevery morning. Firefighterspatrolled theareato makesurenoflare
upsoccurredat night.

Long-termmonitoring of theareawill provideresourcespecialistsandfiremanagers
withinformationto hel pwith futureprescribed burn planning.
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KidsEnjoy VisittotheBLM

“Thisisthebestfieldtripwe ve
ever beenon!” Thiswasoneof the
many commentsSafford Chritian
School first and second grade
studentshad after they visited the
Safford Field Officeon August 21,
2001. DianeDrobka, publicaffairs
pecidist, welcomedthestudents
andthenintroducedthemtothe
BLM. Sheexplained how public
landisused and theresourcesused
to managetheit. Shealsogave
themanoverview of thetypesof jobswithinthe BLM.

Drobkathentook thestudentsout to theFire Shoptolearn about wildland firefighting.
Roy Draper’ stour of thefirecacheallowed studentsto seethevariety of equipment
used by firefightersand helet themtry onahard hat. Firefighter Marco Coronado then
demonstrated how an engine can spray foamand how it isused to suppressafire. The
studentsenjoyedtheir day at the Safford Field Officeand learned al ot about the BLM.

|daho

TheHullsGulch Environmental
Education/Wildland-Urban
InterfaceProject

In August 1996, morethan 15,000
acresacrosstheBoiseFront
burned. Hundredsof homesinthe
wildland-urbaninterfacewere
threatened includinganinholding
surrounded by BoiseCity’ sHulls
Gulch Preserve, aprotected 270-
acreproperty that providesa
public gateway totheheavily used
BoiseFront.
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INn 1997, the City of Boiseacquiredthe 20-acre property fromtheMcCordfamily. It
includesabout two acresof landscaped areaaround thehome Fromthe outset, the
city’ svision hasbeenfor theMcCord siteto serveasacommunity outdoor |ab and
environmental education center, particularly duetoitslocationinthewildland-urban
interfaceand ease of public access.

After theseverefireseason of
2000, theMcCord sitewas used
todevelop apublic model home
that emphasizedlivingsafelyina
wildlandfireenvironment, wildland
fuelsmanagement, andfire

ecology.

When completedthe facility will
provide indoor and outdoor
classroomand meeting spaceto
educateaudiencesrangingfrom
school childrentoadult
neighborhood associationsand
other community groups. Thesite, only minutesfromtheNational Interagency Fire
Center andthe Capitol building, isawonderful educational opportunity to showcase
wildland-urbaninterfacefacility.

TheMcCord project providesanexcellent chanceto createinteragency, community,
and businesspartnerships. IdahoBLM, theCity of Boise, AdaCounty, Ridgeto
RiversCouncil, Boise Parksand Recreation and the TreasureValley FirePrevention
Co-op areworking together onthisproject to providefunds, expertise, andlabor.
Other groupsand organi zationsal so haveexpressed aninterest in participatinginthe
project.

Theexisting houseand surrounding buildingswill beredesigned. Oncecomplete, the
exterior of thefacility will appear asatypical urbaninterfacehomewith appropriate
landscaping. Inside, however, will housealargeclassroomfacility, meeting spaceand
offices. Naturetrails, interpretivesigning, and an orchard with samplefireresistant
plantssurround the center. TheM cCord proj ect isexpected to be completed sometime
in2003.
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Reduction of Fudl L oad Near Communities

TheCedar City Field Officein Utahissel ecting areasof risk by theamount of heavy
fuel loadsand the proximity of homesinthewildland urbaninterface. Thereareat least
ten areasthat havebeenidentified sofar asareasof risk. Each areahasadiversity of
concernsandinterest groups. Collaborationisessential withthesevariedinterests.
Cedar City ismeetingwithlocd firedepartments, agencies, county commissioners,
homeownersand othersto establishtheframework for thewildlandinterface projects.

Oneof these projectsisa260 acre hazardousfuel reduction project onthewest slope
of Cedar Mountainabove Cedar City, Utah. Abovethe project areaisthe Cedar
Highland Subdivisionandincorporating part of theproject areaisthe C-Trail, apopul ar
BLM hikingtrail. Thelayout of theland wherethesubdivisionislocatedincreasesits
risktohighintensity fire. With anincreasein dead Pinyon Pineand because of thelevel
of fuel loading of pinyonand juniper inthesubdivis onand adjacent publiclandsthis
areawasselected for treatment.

Thisfall theBLM will start theremoval of thehazardousfuel load by selectingthe
highest affected areasand removing thefuel sby hand cutting with chainsawsand piling
thedash. Thedashwould beburned during thewinter months. Thisproject will take
placeover thenexttwotothreeyears.

TheC-Trail project areaispart of acritical deer winter habitat. Withthat inmind, this
project isdesigned to enhanceand protect that aspect. Resource protectionand
enhancement arealwaysanimportant part of all projects. Ineachareaof risk, thetype
of fuel treatment will depend onthecondition of thenatural resourcesand public safety
issues.
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A home site in the lower portion of the Cedar Highlands Subdivision. The white roof tops
show the location of other homes in the subdivision.



