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Successesof BLM hazardousfuels projectsinthewildland urbaninterface...

TheBLM inNew Mexico hasan activeand successful fuelsprogram. Hereareafew
examplesof their projects.

TheChimayo Scout Camp —New M exico

TheTaos, New MexicoBLM Fire
and Surface Protection Program
beganfuelsreductioninthe Copper
Hill and Chimayo Scout Camp
management areasinthesummer of
1998. Sincethen, theBLM has
treated approximately 400 acresat
eachlocationfor atotal of 800
acres. Withtheincreaseinfunding
for hazardousfuelsreduction B :
projects, anadditional 60010800  proadcast and pile burning at Chimayo Scout Camp.
acresduring the2001 fireseason

will beimproved. Thiswill more

than tripletheamount of acres treatedinoneyear.

TheChimayo Scout Campisarecreational and public purpose (R& PP) Patent fromthe
BLM tothe Greater Southwest AreaCouncil of theBoy Scoutsof America. The
current Patent agreement requirestheBLM tomanageal | mineral, timber, wildlife,
cultural, andrecreational resourcesontheland. Every year, nearly 5,000 scoutsvisit
Camp Frank Rand during theheight of thefireseason. Withthismany visitors,
hazardousfuel sreduction asanimportant part of ensuring public safety and aswell as
thewelfareof thescouts.

Saeof firewood from the site hasproduced morethan $40,000inthe past threeyears.
Thisyear, morethan $20,000 could begenerated becauseof thisurbaninterface
project.

Copper Hill Management Area—New M exico
The Copper Hill Management Areaisvery closeto Penasco, PicurisPueblo, and

surrounding communities, which makesthishazardousfuel sreduction project very
important. Theprojectisbeingdoneincollaborationwith Eight Northern Pueblos,
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jointly funded by theNew Mexico
Environmental Department andthe
New Mexico State Gameand Fish.

Theresdentsof thesurrounding
communitiesbenefitfromthis
projectinsevera ways. Inaddition
toreducingwildlandfireriskstothe
communities, residentsalso harvest
fuelwood andlocal hand crewsare
contracted by theBLM toassist
with prescribedfires. Local cooks : : e
areemployed andthelocal Unthinned plot, Copper Hill 1998
community center isrented and used
asabasecampduringtheprescribedfireactivities.

Forestry research at Copper Hill
wasinitiatedin 1965 under the
Kennedy administrationand has
continued until presentday. This
sitehasbeenthinned andlogged
many timesover thelast S0years,
but firehasnever beenused asa
management tool. Asthepictures
illustrate, treeregeneration hasbeen
highevenunder past thinning
practices.

Plot following thinning, 2000

Oregon PlansCommunity Work

TheBLM Lakeview Digtrict, Klamath FallsResource Areain Klamath Falls, Oregon,
hasstarted an ambitiousfuel sreduction project affecting morethan 3,000 acresinand
aroundthesmall community of Bly Mountain, Oregon. Althoughtheprimary goal of
thisprojectisto reducedangerousfuel loadingsinthewildland urbaninterfacearea, a
very important secondary objectiveisto providetemporary jobsfor up to 80 displaced
farmworkersinthe Klamath Basin, which hasbeen devastated by thecurrent drought.
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Using specid funding that hasbeen
allocated by theWashington
Office, theKFRA hasobligatedthe
work tofour private contractors,
whohavealready begunrecruiting
workersinthelocal area. The
Oregon Department of Forestry
andlocal elected officialsare
assigingtheBLM inplanning,
support, and community relations.
Work will commencewithinafew
weeks.

Rural homes will benefit from fuels work.
‘Great Land’ projectsbenefit Alaska

TanacrossisaNativevillageand corporation
locatedintheTananaRivervaleyinAlaska's
interior region. BLM hasfiremanagement and
protectionresponsibility for thelandsunder the
AlaskaNativeClaims Settlement Act.

Theareafor fuel streatment hasalong history
of Nativeuseand occupancy. Itcurrentlyis
surrounded by adense stand of whitespruce

\illage of Tanacross, Alaska

poletimber withtransitionto
denseblack spruce. Thishas
highpotential for crown-type
fires.

A multi-year trestment project
will provideemployment for
local villageresidentswith
reducingfud loadingduringthe
balanceof 2001, then
continuingwork duringthe
2002fiscal year with

Homes and office at risk to wildland fire.
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prescribedfiretoremovethesash generated fromthefuelswork. Atthisstagethrough
aseriesof meetingswithlocal people, Nativeleadership and stategovernment, thereis
strong support for theproject. Handwork isunderway for thefirst stage.

Campbeéll Tract: WildlandsintheHeart of
Alaska’sMajor City

Campbell Tractis730uniquewildland acresin
themiddleof Anchorage, Alaskawitha
population of 297,000. Immediately adjacent to
thetractisasignificant wildland-urbaninterface.
Managed by theBLM AnchorageDistrict, the
land recelvesamaj or amount of recreational use
by residents, and any changesor activities
generateahighdegreeof publicinterest.

Thisseason, crewsfromBLM’ sAlaskaFire
Serviceenhanced thedefensiblespace
surrounding thefacilities, and crested afuel
break onaportion of thetract infested with
sprucebark beetles.

Sawyer works to remove invested trees.

TheCampbell Tract work
isunderway now with
good community support
and hasbeenwell
accepted asavital urban
fuel reduction project by
BLM.

Sacks of slash will be either picked up or burned.
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