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California

Fuels Project PaysOff

TheBLM Folsom Field Office
completed the 60+ acre Round
Mountain fuel break project two
yearsago along aroadway that
providesthe sole escaperoutefor
local resdentsaswell asaccessto
ahigh userecreation areaa ong the
South YubaRiver. Themixed
conifer habitat wasmechanicaly
thinned to reduce brush and open
the canopy.

Concern about accidental starts
originating aong theroadway were
realized on July 4th2001whena Fuel treatments along road in Folsom area help
vehiclecaught fireontheroadand  reduce spread of fire.

quickly spread onto thetreated

BLM lands. Thewesather washot and dry with temperaturesin thelow 90sand relative
humidity at 26% ontheinitial dispatch. Theremoteareaisserved by avolunteer fire
department with a20 minute responsetimeto thelocation of thefire. Thanksto thefuel
reduction project thefire burned dowly, scorching only 2 trees. Thefirst fireengineto
respond was ableto stop theforward spread of thefirewithin 3-4 feet of thefuel
break’sedge. Firefighters on the scene stated that had the fuel break not been therethe
firewouldlikely have madearun through
heavy conifersand towards adjacent
homesinamatter of minutes.

Thefue break diditsjobwell on that
busy holiday weekend and continuesto
provide protectionto theresourcevalues
of theBLM landsaswell asfor
neighboring private property.

Topography after treatment,
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Protecting Giants

Just west of SequoiaNationa
Park, BLM ownsfour groves
of giant sequoiamonarch trees
on 444 acreson Case
Mountain. TheKernValley
Hotshot Crew, working out of
the Regional FireManagement
Officein Bakersfield, spent two
daysin September 2001
working inthe Case Mountain
Giant SequoiaGrove Complex
thinning out young whitefir and
incense cedar treesfrom
beneath the crownsof 52 large
giant sequoiatrees. The
removd of thesegreenfue
laddersthat weregrowing
directly under thelarge sequoia

Crews from Kerns Valley BLM at work.

crownswill greatly reduced therisk of
basal and crown damageresulting from
wildfire

Todate, 160 large giant sequoiatreeson
CaseMountain have had dash removed
fromtheir basesby these crews. Returning
fireto thisecosystem through prescribed
burningisdated for 2002-3 after the
remaining sequoiamonarchtreeshave
been safeguarded by the successful
completion of thistypeof fuelsreduction
work .

Giant seqouia monarchs protected by
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FireBack Wherelt Belongs

On October 16, 2001, theAlturas Field Office continued work on the Popcorn
Prescribed Burn, burning a 70+ acre block inamosaic of fuelsincluding mixed
conifersand old-growth chaparral. A combination of heavy fuel loading, asmoke
senditivearea, and theability to hit the prescriptivewindow has madethisproject
adifficult oneto complete. Originally begun about 3 yearsago, thishazardousfuel
reduction project iscontinuing with two primary goas:

1. Toreducetheunnaturally highfuel accumulationsfoundintheareaby
returning fireto the ecosystem.

2. Toimprovewildlifehabitat by stimulating new growth on decadent
plants.

Thisrecent burn successfully met these goal sand additional blockswill be burned
inthe coming weeksif conditions permit. The project occurred on BLM lands,
with other agenciesproviding ass stanceincluding California Department of
Forestry and CdiforniaDepartment of Fish& Game.

Alturas BLM conducting prescribed burn.
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Arizona

Cooper ative Effort —K eeping Black Canyon City Fire Safe

Black Canyon City
Fire Department and
BLM Phoenix Field
Officewill beworking
together to educate
Black Canyon City
Residentsabout the
importance of
protecting their homes
fromtherisk of
wildlandfiresinthelr
neighborhoods. Over
the next few months
the Phoenix Field
Officeandthe Black
Canyon City Fire
Department will be
conducting houseto
houseinspectionsof Local fire department and BLM fire crews work jointly on

over 2,000 Black public education.

Canyon City resdents,

checking for variousfire hazards (e.g. brush, trees, tall dry grass, propanetanks, etc.),
devisng aplanfor fue reduction andinthefina stage, withthe assistance of the
community, carry out thetask of eliminating or cutting back potentia hazardssuch as
brush, trees, grass, and at the sametime educating the community on theimportance of
keeping their homesfiresafe.




