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IN REPLY REFER TO:

9210 (9300)

Memorandum

To:
Director, Office of Fire and Aviation (FA-100) 

From:
State Director


Subject:  Fire Severity Funding Request 
The XXXX State Office is requesting severity funding for the 30-day period from January 1 through January30, 2008.  Funds will only be used for preparedness activities that are required due to the abnormal conditions outlined below.  Adjustments to the resource mix specified in this request will be within the approved dollar limit and will ensure appropriate use of the funding.  If conditions change so that use of severity funds is no longer warranted, use of the funds will be discontinued.  
Coordination of preparedness and suppression actions with cooperators from Federal, State, and Local Agencies is ongoing and includes the use of multiple agency aircraft, equipment, and personnel according to established reciprocal protection agreements. (Document coordination here)  All ordering for required resources will occur through established coordination system channels.

For questions please contact XXXX, State Fire Operations Specialist, at XXX-XXX-XXXX.

A.  NARRATIVE STATEMENT
Fire danger in XXXX, measured by using the XXX NFDRS index, is currently above the XX percentile and is approaching XX-year record levels.  Forecasted warmer and drier than normal weather with spring-like wind conditions indicates potential for multiple fires with high rates of spread during the next several weeks.  Public awareness of wildfire conditions and media coverage of incidents is high.   Suppression and support resources are requested to provide increased protection for BLM and adjacent lands which contain XX (specify) XX resources as well as other multiple use resources.  
B.  QUANTIFICATION OF NEED
The information below demonstrates how fuel and weather conditions will exceed those used in the fire management plan, and therefore, exceed the planned workload.  This information provides our chief justification for this severity funding request.  
1.  Fire Danger and Fire Potential
Planned workload and funded suppression resources were based on the XXth percentile using the XXXX NFDRS index.  Currently, that index is at the XX percentile and is projected to be above the XXth percentile throughout much of the next thirty days.  These conditions are expected to exceed those used in the fire management plan by XX percent.
The National Wildland Fire Potential Outlook predicts above normal conditions for the requested funding area. 


http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive/outlooks/OutlookMap.pdf 
2.  Precipitation/Drought

The area has not received appreciable precipitation since XXXXXX.  The U. S. Drought Monitor (or Palmer Drought/Keetch Byram Index) currently designates the area as XXXX (e.g. moderate, severe, extreme, and exceptional).   Given the climate and fuel types of XXXX, the fuels have dried and are prone to large fire growth. 

http://www.cdc.noaa.gov/Drought/images/prec4.gif

http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html
3. Fuel Loading


Fine fuel loading ranges from 350 to 500 lbs per acre in uplands, and as high as 2000 lbs per acre in draw bottoms. This is effectively double the average amount of fine fuels for this area.  Fine fuel loadings are higher than any of the past five years.

4. Fuel Moisture

Fuel moisture is on the downward trend throughout the area.  Live fuel moistures in the brush and grass components are now averaging XX % and XX% respectively.  One hour dead fuel moistures are 1 percent, ten hour fuels are 2 percent, and thousand hour fuel moisture is at 7 to 10 percent.  See attached fuel moisture maps:
http://www.fs.fed.us/land/wfas/fm_10.gif
http://www.fs.fed.us/land/wfas/fm_100.gif
http://www.fs.fed.us/land/wfas/fm_1000.gif 
5. National Weather Service Outlook

The attached outlook shows above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation for the XXXX period. Requests should use the 6-10 and 8-14 day outlooks. )
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/ (for 8-14 day outlook)
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/  (for 6-10 day outlook)

C.  REQUESTED RESOURCES
Attach severity request spreadsheet.
D.  APPROVAL SIGNATURES
Prepared by: ________________________________ 
Date: _______________



State Fire Operations Specialist
Reviewed by: _______________________________            Date: _______________



State Fire Management Officer

Approved by _______________________________
Date: _______________




State Director
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