


New BLM National SEAT Program Manager
Mark Bickham Retires! Glen Claypool takes over as BLM National SEAT Program Manager.
Mark Bickham has retired with 30 years of government service. After 20 or so years of developing and managing the Single Engine Airtanker program Mark decided to retire at the end of December 2010. Effective at the beginning of January 2011, I officially transferred into the BLM National SEAT Program Manager position.
For those I have not yet met; here’s a little background on where I have come from and what I bring into this new job. I began my wildland fire career with the Bureau of Land Management in Northern California in 1987. After nine years in California, I pursued my interest in aviation and transferred to BLM Alaska, Alaska Fire Service, as a Fire Suppression Specialist. In 2001 I was promoted to BLM Alaska’s Fixed Wing Program Manager where I was responsible for the fixed wing fleet consisting of Smoke Jumper aircraft, Scoopers, Large Air Tankers, logistical aircraft and Air Tactical platforms.  I transferred to the BLM National Aviation Office in 2005 as an Aviation Specialist where I was responsible for Aviation Training and the primary point of contact for BLM’s Scooper program and BLM’s Air Tanker Bases. I have been actively involved with Incident Management Teams since 1997 in both Alaska and the Great Basin in the positions of Air Support Group Supervisor and Air Operations Branch Director. I received a B.S. in Forestry and Natural Resources from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, CA in 1991.
I worked with Mark here at the National Aviation Office for the past 5 ½ years. In those years I coordinated closely with Mark on the SEAT Academy in Safford, SEAT Human Factors study and the development of SEAT simulators for the Wildland Fire Training Center, in McClellan CA. Over the years it was apparent that Mark’s goal was to “Raise the Bar” for the SEAT program. He challenged Vendors, SEAT managers and ground fire fighters alike to continually improve. For those who have been around the program for any time, you know that Mark was successful in his efforts. Many people have and continue to contribute to the on-going success of this program. I have been a BLMer my whole career, and am proud to be the program manager for such a uniquely BLM program.
As I begin to get my feet on the ground I hope to be able to look to those (government and vendor alike) who have been instrumental in this programs success in developing my own long term goals. In the near term folks can expect from me to work on:
· Efforts to further reduce the accident rate and increase tactical effectiveness.
· Continue to promote the SEAT program to ensure that we can support the ground fire fighter.
· Be an advocate for the continued success of the Single Engine Airtanker Program.
My contact information is listed below. As each of you work to solve challenges through the course of this year I would encourage folks to work through their chain of command. I am a firm believer in solving problems at the lowest level. It has been my experience that local solutions, consistent with policy, are typically a better fix.  
At the end of each day I want to ensure that using SEAT’s is one of the safest and most effective ways to fight fire from the air.	Thank you for your interest and involvement in the Single Engine Airtanker Program.  Have a safe fire season.
Glen Claypool
BLM National SEAT Program Manager
208-387-5160
Glen_Claypool@BLM.gov




