
Invasive species (weeds) are a major environmental and 
economic concern across Montana and the country.

That’s hardly news to most Monument stakeholders.  
However, the damage noxious weeds create and their rate-
of-spread are surprises to many.

These invasive weeds can alter hydrologic cycles, sediment 
deposition, erosion, nutrient cycling, soil chemistry, and 
other processes causing serious ecological damage.  

Unfortunately, the Monument (like many areas) has 
experienced a rapid increase in these invasive species 
over the past 30 years.   Early riparian inventories along 
the river corridor (mid 1970s) found no invasive species.  
Then in 1983, BLM responded to an outbreak of leafy 
spurge, Canada thistle, and Russian knapweed.  During 
that outbreak, we documented and treated roughly 20 
acres of infestation in the river corridor from Coal Banks 
Landing to the James Kipp Recreation Area.  

Today, there are hundreds of acres infested by 1 or more of 
the 19 weed species known to occur in the area.  As you 
can see, our current situation took some time to build to 
its current level, and solutions will be long-term battles 
involving multiple agencies, numerous interested parties 
and many landowners. 

In response to this ever broadening need, BLM will be 
working to implement a River Community cooperative 

management and monitoring program along portions of 
the Missouri River corridor.  This effort will incorporate 
landowners, the BLM, county weed districts, and local 
conservation districts. Equally important, the Youth Weed 
Project will involve students from several Blaine, Fergus 
and possibly Chouteau county communities. 

The Youth Weed Project will be designed to inform the next 
generation about the problems associated with weeds and 
enlist their help. The BLM will assist county weed district 
personnel as they introduce invasive species information 
into the curriculums of local schools and organizations 
such as FFA and 4-H.  Some interested students will then 
become members of monitoring crews for specifi c portions 
of the Upper Missouri Wild & Scenic River corridor.  These 
monitoring crews will use GPS technology to measure the 
change in size of noxious weed infestations over time.  

In the interim, the BLM, permittees and willing members 
of the public will continue using a combination of methods 
(cooperative agreements, biological agents, hand pulling, 
chemical, etc.) to reduce the size of these infestations over 
time. 

We will provide more information about the combination 
of methods used in the war on weeds in later editions of 
this newsletter and update you as the Youth Weed Project 
develops.

UMRBNM Community/Youth Weed Project
Kenny Keever, Natural Resource Specialist, Havre Field Station

Kenny Keever (left, in white ball cap) addresses a gathering during a recent 
noxious weed education day.

  

 

Ice Out On the 
Mighty Mo 

Craig Flentie, Writer/Editor, 
Lewistown Field Offi ce 

This past March 20th, Aurora Northerner, 
a range technician in the Lewistown Field 
Office, stopped by Judith Landing (on the 
Missouri River north of Winifred).  She was 
able to photograph some of the damage shelf 
ice can create as the ice goes off the river 
each spring. 

ABOVE: 
A couple of tons of ice 
perched on top of a BLM 
boater registration box. 

LEFT: 
Shelf ice grinding its way 
through the willows. 

BELOW: 
About four feet of ice sitting on 
top of the boat launch. 

This damage is a constant concern to 
resource specialists and stakeholders 
who manage riparian areas, facilities and 
improvements along the river bank. 




