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CHAPTER 3

STANDARDS FOR RANGELAND HEALTH AND
GUIDELINES FOR LIVESTOCK GRAZING
MANAGEMENT
The rangeland reform process of 1994 modified the grazing
regulations identified in 43 CFR Part 4100. A new regula-
tion was developed and is currently being implemented
throughout the BLM. The regulation, 43 CFR 4180, ad-
dresses the fundamentals of rangeland health. In May 1997,
the Montana State Director approved the Standards for
Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing
developed in consultation with the Western Montana Re-
source Advisory Council. These standards and guidelines
are intended to provide a clear statement of agency policy
and direction for those who use public lands for livestock
grazing and for those who are responsible for their manage-
ment and accountable for their conditions.

The objectives of the rangeland health regulations are to
“...promote healthy sustainable rangeland ecosystems; to
accelerate restoration and improvement of public rangelands
to properly functioning conditions... and to provide for the
sustainability of the western livestock industry and com-
munities that are dependent upon productive, healthy pub-
lic rangelands.” The fundamentals of rangeland health com-
bine the basic precepts of physical function and biological
health with elements of law relating to water quality and
plant and animal populations and communities. Although
the focus of the standards is on domestic livestock grazing
on BLM lands, on-the-ground decisions must consider the
effects and impacts of all uses.

The standards are the basis for assessing and monitoring
rangeland conditions and trend. Watershed assessments are
conducted by an interdisciplinary team with participation
from permittees’ and other interested parties and determine
whether the Western Montana Standards for Rangeland

Health are being met. The five standards for rangeland health
are as follows:

Standard # 1: Uplands are in proper functioning condition.

Standard # 2: Riparian and wetland areas are in proper func-
tioning condition.

Standard # 3: Water quality meets state standards.

Standard # 4: Air quality meets state standards.

Standard # 5: Provide habitat as necessary, to maintain a
viable and diverse population of native plant
and animal species, including special status
species.

Based on 43 CFR 4180, if existing grazing management is
a significant factor in the non-attainment of a standard, ap-
propriate actions will be implemented that will result in sig-
nificant progress toward attainment of the standard(s) as soon
as practical but no later than the start of the next grazing
season.

The Dillon Field Office began watershed assessments in
1998 and will continue until all allotments are assessed and
management revisions deemed necessary have been initi-
ated. The evaluation process has been completed on 67 al-
lotments covering 208,431 acres through the end of the 2001
fiscal year. In the assessments completed, existing grazing
management was identified as contributing to the non-at-
tainment of some standards on a portion of the allotments.
New management has been initiated on all of these allot-
ments in new term grazing permits. If a term grazing permit
expires and an assessment cannot be completed due con-
flicting workloads, a standard stipulation is placed in the

Table 32

Acreage by Jurisdiction within High Priority Watershed Analysis Areas


(in Priority Order)


Watershed Name 5th HUC # BLM FS ARS FWS State Private 

Horse Prairie


Big Sheep Creek


Centennial Valley


Bannack


South Tobacco Roots


Ruby


Blacktail


Sage Creek


Beaverhead


Medicine Lodge


1090 & 1100 50,767 102,370 0 0 18,918 65,058 

1050 55,505 101,803 0 0 3,410 10,400 

1010 & 1020 86,558 43,986 15,649 39,176 62,054 53,584 

1110 & 2020 91,541 28,134 0 0 16,670 50,322 

3050 12,614 43,552 0 0 4,058 74,708 

3030 & NE 34,350 3,890 0 0 8,132 54,526 
corner of 3010 
2050 56,354 26,691 0 0 52,767 12,512 

1070 84,358 0 0 0 32,001 47,776 

2040 33,580 0 0 0 6,604 43,120 

1120 38,835 46,612 0 0 6,388 33,025 
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