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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The second largest source of income in the planning area is
investment income, which accounts for 25 percent of all
income in Beaverhead County and over 30 percent of all
income in Madison County. Statewide, investment income
accounts for 23 percent of income. Investment income’s
share of all income has been rising, reflecting population
aging, with older adults more likely to have investment earn-
ings than young adults.

Transfer payments accounted for 19 percent of all income
in Beaverhead County and 18 percent of all income in Madi-
son County, as compared to 16 percent statewide. As the
population of both counties continues to age, income from
non-labor sources should continue to rise as a share of all
income. However, this will largely depend on how many
older residents decide to stay in the area after retirement.

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS
There are two major types of employment that generate la-
bor earnings:  
or self-employment. Wage and salary employment accounts
for 55 percent of all employment in Madison County and

70 percent of all employment in Beaverhead County. Non-
farm proprietors are 33 percent of all employment in Madi-
son County and farm proprietors account for the remaining
12 percent. Non-farm proprietor employment is a much
smaller percentage of total employment in Beaverhead
County, accounting for about 23 percent of employment.
Farm proprietors account for about 7 percent of the total.
Table 48 details total labor earnings, employment by type,
and employment by sector by county.

Private non-farm employment currently accounts for 69
percent of all employment in Madison County and 68 per-
cent of all employment in Beaverhead County. Farm em-
ployment, including both proprietors and other on-farm
workers, accounts for 17 percent of total employment in
Madison and 14 percent in Beaverhead. The third major
category of employment is public or government employ-
ment, which covers federal and state government workers
and local government workers   , public
employment covers 14 percent of all workers, while in
Beaverhead it covers 18 percent.

wage and salary employment and proprietor
In Madison County

Table 48

Employment and Labor Earnings by Major Type and Sector in 2000


Madison County Beaverhead County 

Total employment 3,902 5,639 
Total labor earnings (mil. ’96 $) $56.9 $107.7 

Wage & salary employment 2,136 (55%) 3,973 (70%) 
Wage & salary earnings $38.0 $76.1 
Self-employment/proprietors 1,766 (45%) 1,666 (30%) 

Self-employment earnings $13.4 $20.3 
All employment by type (private non-farm, farm, and public): 

Private non-farm employment 
Private non-farm labor earnings 
Private on-farm employment 
Net farm earnings 
Public/govt. employment 
Public/govt. labor earnings 

All private employment by major sector: 
Services 
Farm & ranch 
Retail trade 
Construction 
Finance, insurance, real estate 
Transpt. & public utilities 
Manufacturing 
Ag & forestry services 
Mining 
Wholesale trade 

2,683 (69%) 3,821 (68%) 
$42.2 $65.9 
679 (17%) 775 (14%) 
$1.3 $12.0 
540 (14%) 1,043 (18%) 
$13.4 $29.8 

827 (21%) 1,438 (26%) 
679 (17%) 775 (14%) 
568 (15%) 943 (17%) 
446 (11%) 319 (5.7%) 
267 (6.8%) 393 (7.0%) 
171 (4.4%) 150 (2.7%) 
149 (3.8%) 114 (2.0%) 
125 (3.2%) 154 (2.7%) 
92 (2.4%) 160 (2.8%) 
38 (1.0%) 150 (2.7%) 

Source: Derived from U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System 
(REIS) state and county data series. 
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