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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

patibility were applied. To date, though, the DFO has not
authorized any PV facilities strictly for commercial power
production, nor has any interest been expressed by industry
in developing such facilities on BLM lands.

WIND RESOURCES
The BLM/NREL study identified the Dillon planning area
as one of the top 25 BLM planning units having the highest
potential for wind energy development. The study takes into
consideration certain screening factors such as wind veloc-
ity, proximity to roads and electric transmission facilities,
the degree to which state and local policies support wind
energy development, and environmental compatibility cri-
teria in the rating of these planning areas. Table 37 displays
the results of this study as it pertains to BLM lands within
the planning area. It should be noted that these acreages are
approximate and reflect the results of the screening criteria
referenced above.

Since the completion of the Dillon MFP in 1979, there have
been no wind energy generation facilities authorized on
BLM lands within the planning area. Although there have
been a few inquiries about the possibility of erecting wind
monitoring sites on BLM lands, only one such facility was
actually applied for and subsequently authorized by the DFO.
In 1996, a local utility company was issued a short-term
right-of-way for a wind monitoring tower on public lands
located about 25 miles west of Dillon. After completion of
the monitoring, the company showed no further interest in
the development of this or other sites in the planning area,
and the monitoring facility was removed. Consultation with
various local utility companies has revealed no future plans
for wind energy development on public lands in the plan-
ning area. Despite this current low level of interest in wind
energy, it is possible that with improvements in technology
and a more favorable economic climate, interest in the de-
velopment of wind energy facilities on public lands will in-
crease.

BIOMASS
The BLM/NREL study identified the Dillon planning area
as one of the top 25 BLM planning units having high poten-

tial for biomass resources. However, to date, utilization of
small diameter forest material has been sporadic at best to
non-existent. This is due to long haul distances to pulp fa-
cilities and low return pulp markets. Some of this material
is used through personal use firewood permits. This is di-
rectly related to distance from larger population centers such
as Dillon and the length of time that  
open prior to being closed. Utilization of this material for
biomass related energy production has not been a factor.
No such facility exists in this region.

The potential for such material from the existing forested
land base located outside of the WSAs and designated wil-
derness is 80 percent of the approximately 83,000 acres (in-
cludes area of aspen stands) or about 64,000 acres. If the
average acre has 2,000 Board Feet or 4 cords per acre of
small size material, the planning area contains an estimated
328,000 cunits (100 cubic feet) of biomass material.

Use of small diameter wood products or residue is currently
encouraged when possible.

GEOTHERMAL
Geothermal resources are addressed under the Minerals–
Leasable Minerals section throughout the RMP.

TRANSPORTATION AND
FACILITIES

Laws, Regulations, and Policies

BLM authority for transportation management is primarily
derived from the following sources:

• Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1715, 1737, 1762).

• National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended
(42 V.S.C. 4321, et seq).

• The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1962, as amended (23
U.S.C. 214).

• The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1968, as amended (23
U.S.C. 116).

• The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973, as amended (23
U.S.C. 217).

• Timber Access Road Act of 1955 (69 Stat. 374).
• Highway Safety Act of 1966, as amended (23 U.S.C.

401, 402, 403).
• Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (P.L. 97-

424, Section 126(d)).
• National Trails System Act, as amended (1968) (16

U.S.C. 1241 et seq).

access roads remain

Table 37 
Classification of Wind Power Potential 

in the Planning Area 

Wind Power Class BLM Acres 

Class 3–Fair 85,298 

Class 4–Good 34,781 

Class 5–Excellent 12,429 

Class 6–Outstanding 7,784 

Class 7–Superb 1,719 
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