
Abandonment. Well Abandonment requires 
prior approval by the BLM, which may require 
additional surface rehabilitation. These 
requirements are normally part of the approved 
abandonment plan. Abandonment will not be 
approved until surface rehabilitation work 
required by the drilling permit or abandonment 
notice is complete, and required vegetation is 
established to the satisfaction of the BLM Dis- 
trict Manager. 
Water Well Conversion. If the BLM decides to 
acquire the well as a water well, it must assume 
responsibility at the time of abandonment. The 
operator will plug the well at the bottom of the 
desired fresh-water zone and leave casing in 
place. The operator then will begin surface clean- 
up as required. The BLM must reimburse the 
operator for all costs in excess of the normal 
plugging costs. 
Important resource values will be protected 
from undue degradation caused by oil and gas 
exploration and development. However, it is 
impractical to mitigate impacts on a site-by-site 
basis in the RMP due to the geographic scope of 
this assessment. Consequently, many of the 
mitigating measures in the Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment will not apply to all 
sites. Instead, these measures apply to those 
areas exhibiting environmental features that 
are Sensitive or Critically Sensitive to oil and 
gas activity (e.g. fragile soils, endangered spe- 
cies, etc.). All new leases in areas Classified by 
the Resource Areas as nonsensitive will be 
issued by the Montana State Office with only 
Standard Stipulations attached. Additional 
stipulations to minimize damage from devel- 
opment will be added to land areas classified as 
sensitive. 
Current sensitive or special stipulation areas 
include: Fort Meade Recreation Area, Belle 
Fourche Reservoir, Belle Fourche Airport, and 
Missouri River Area. These areas encompass 
about 7,000 acres of federal surface oil or miner- 
als. 
Specialists attach mitigation requirements 
to individual drilling permits at the time of the 
predrill inspection by utilizing the range of 
measures proposed in the Programmatic EA 
necessary to protect the features found in the 
area. 
Stipulations for normal environmental situa- 
tions such as access road location, design, and 
construction; construction materials; drill site 
and development facilities layout and construc- 
tion; waste disposal; water supply; and protec- 
tion or recovery of cultural resources; protec- 

tion of ground and surface water; proper 
engineering techniques; visual resource consid- 
erations; steps necessary for quick and success- 
ful reclamation, wildlife habitat protection, 
facility location, required soil or water testing; 
etc., will be covered during the lease develop- 
ment stage in the Application for Permit to Drill 
(APD) required by Operating Order No. 
Methods of seedbed preparation and seed mix- 
tures can be left open until the time the actual 
rehabilitation operation is begun. However, 
where special species such as hard to find native 
seed, special seedings, or tree or shrub planting 
are anticipated, it should be stipulated a t  the 
time of approval of the Application for Permit to 
Drill. 
The Programmatic Oil and Gas EA is used as a 
general guide. The need for using special stipu- 
lations must be supported by site specific analy- 
sis. This documentation will be included in the 
lease file. 

Proposed Aetiom 
The following summary presents the impacts 
considered most significant within each envi- 
ronmental  component as a result of the 
Resource Area’s oil and gas leasing program 
(proposed action) as summarized in the Man- 
agement Guidance Common to All Alternatives 
section in Chapter 2 of this RMP. The reader 
may refer to the environmental impact assess- 
ment in Chapter 2 of the Miles City District Oil 
and Gas EA for a detailed analysis. That docu- 
ment is on file at the Miles City District Office. 
That EA identifies, in a generic way,
impacts associated with preliminary 
eXplOratiORl, exploratory dri lbg ,  deVe1-
opment production and abandonment. 
Then geographic areas are identified 
a@@Ordingto their SellTLSitiVity tQ these 
phases. Mitigation iS them sUgge&ed. In 
most cases impacts are completely mit- 
igated. See Appendix D and F for mitiga-
tion dis@UsSiQnS. 

Geology 
Impacts could occur on paleontological features 
within the study area resulting from the full 
range of surface disturbing actions associated 
with oil and gas activities. 
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