Mountain States Transmission Intertie

Environmental Report

Table 2-6 Alternative Routes Comparison - Idaho

Chapter 2

Proposed Action and Project Alternatives

2]
| & =  Ground Environmental Impacts
o o 3 O Distrubance
% 3 'g’? § E Cost E:’rimah;s Visual Impacts Biological Resources Soil Land Uses Cultural Resources | Water Resources Public
° . ~— - 2 ~ . acres .
Alternative Routes Links £ | EE | L7 | Timonsof Erosion Acceptability Notes
2 == 1 2 8 Impact . . . . Impact | Impacts  Houses Houses o . Impact Level Number of
o L o = Visual Impact Level Migration Corridors and - L . e Subdivisions Other Direct .
- o o Temp  Perm Level . . . Level Level within within  Corridor Utilization and Comments . (miles) and stfreams crossed
> . Compatibility (miles) Habitats . . Crossed Conflicts .
o (miles) (miles) (miles) 1000 feet 500 feet comments (perennial)
. . . M-0.2
Crosses thorugh imprtant Paralleling the I-15 corridor on .
o . H-7.3 Residents and
M - 162.1 wildlife movement northern end is preferred by the s . . .
: : Within 250 feet of landownersin  Best meefts the expressed opinion on
H - 36.1 corridors on the BLM and other agencies. . .
o : rutted segments of Aberdeen area location by the BLM and agencies
A"ernqhve C1 20,22,23,24,26- M - 64.8 second Montana /ldaho M-13.8 Crosses agriculturallands and Goodale's Cutoff concerned because of the paralleling of the I-
1,26-2,26-3,26-  232.5 176 56.5 $223.1 1044 800 ' 33.6 miles highest border. M-11.0 : 6 2 near residences in Aberdeen None . . M-0.8 : . P e d . L
H-18.0 H-0.1 Historic Trail. about impacts to 15 corridor and utilizing the existing
Preferred Ro U‘l'e 4,27 overall Second lowest sage area. , .
. . . . Crosses INL area agricultural corridor south of Craters of the Moon
biological  grouse habitat; second Passes near Great Rift WSA, Shale . . .
. . . known for many practices in the National Monument.
impacts highest crossing in the Butte WSA and Craters of the .
. ) important cultural areda.
vicinity of leks. Moon National Monument.
resources.
Crosses agricultural lands and
Crosses thorugh imprtant near residences in Aberdeen .
- Residents and
wildlife movement areaq. landowners in
corridors on the Crosses nearby to Great Rift WSA, Aberdeen areq
A"‘ernqhve C2 20,21 26-1.26- M543 | M- 1762 Montana / Idaho M- 26.4 Shale Butte WSA, Hell's Half Acre Fewest miles of concerned Most land use impacts due fo
239.2 171 68.2 $228.9 1083 816 21.3 miles border. M -8.8 5 1 WSA, Cedar Butte WSA, and None expected cultural M -14.3 . crossing of agricultural lands in the
— E 1' R 1' 2,26-3,26-4,27 H-16.2 H-28.1 Highest fof H-0.1 Crat fih National : ; aboutimpacts to Aberd
e astiern rourtTe ighest amount o raters of the Moon Nationa impacts. aaricultural erdeen area.
.6 critical winter habitat for Monument. Crosses through the rog’rices i the
o big game species Great Rift NNL. P areq
© crossed. Highest overall land use impacts '
N 5 of all the alternatives evaluated.
Q1o
> | T
o| 2
[+ < — '\L/J\;SII nr;LIJeseof rth?e Blaine County land use conflicts Most controversy
(@) QO qually sage g with Mountain Overlay District; of any of the
- — habitat. . . Would cross
O o residents in area near Carey . . routes evaluated . . .
O -— Alferndﬁve C3 Least miles in vicinity of vocally opposed One platted inventoried as expressed by Blaine County officials and publics
w i _ i _ _ . . .pe oy .
O 182232511250 1776 | 1444 | 332 | $1931 | 784 &7 | MO0 500 mies M- 1567 S9ge grouse Ieks. 1 356 | M-1.5 3 0 Leastmiles ofland use impacts of  subdivision o0Iess Area H-0.2 M-211 | the publicinthe CXPressedsignificant opposition;
— 12,25-3,25-4,27 H-13.1 H-29.6 Least miles of critical . on the Caribou - highest soil erosion hazard because
WeS‘l'ern ROUi'e : . . the alternatives evaluated. crossed. Carey area and . .
winter habitat for big . Targhee . of Blizzard Mountain steep slopes
. Passes near Great Rift WSA and . the Blaine
game species. . National Forest
. Craters of the Moon National County
No wildlife movement -
. Monument. Commission.
corridors crossed.
. Residents and
A"el’ncﬂlve C4 , Would cross landowners in
Second least miles of Crosses agricultural lands and inventoried Aberdeen area
Sheep Creek INL 18-2,23,24,26- M. 583 . M- 1721 mpact. near residences in Aberdeen Roadless Areg | oY (40) cultural oncorned | o |
1,26-2,26-3,26- | 214.2 | 170.3 43.9 $212.5 964 720 31.6 miles - M-58 M-19.9 4 0 area. None . resources within M-17.9 . Least miles of significant impacts
Bl'i hCIm Poin.l. 497 H-14.3 H-11.7 No wildlife movement No high land use impacts along on the Caribou - 050 feet about impacts to
g ' corridors crossed. this route Targhee ' agricultural
R .I. ' National Forest practices in the
oule
areaq.
No Action Alternative No Impact No Impact No Impact No Impact

BOI 031-216 (PER 02) NWE (07-18-08) JJ 112100

2-81



