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TAKE PRIDE
LNAMER!CA

Roberta Brannon
MontanaDeparunentof Fish Wildiife andParks
3413 Highway 287
Sheridan,Montana59749

DearBob:

Thankyou for your timely responseof the oil andgas parcelswe providedfor your review While we
shareDUt concernsregardingsagegrouse the Bureauof Land ManagementBLM doesnot think
MontanaFish Wildlife andParksrecommendedadjusthientsto leasestipulaonsarejustifiedprimarily
becausewe think your concernswill be effectively providedfor basedon theextremelylow level of
dtveiopmentanticipatedfor thisares.

As statedon pagetwo andagainon pagesevenof the documentyou havebasedyour recommendations
upon Using the RestAvailable Scienceto CoordinateConsen’ationActions that benefit GreaterSage-
Grouse Across StatesAffected6v Oil and Gas Development in Managerwrzl ZonesI-fl Colorado,
MontQna, North Dakota,SouthDakota, Utah and Wyoming Pagetwo reads:"Researchindicatesthat oil
andgasdevelopmentexceedingapproximatelyone well panpersquaremile with the associated
infrastructure,resultsin calculableimpactson breedingpopulations,as measuredby thenumberof male
sage-grouseatteodingekE Holloran 2005,Naugleet ii 2006" The graphson pagesfour andfive,
which estimatelekpersistencewith vaiying NS0buffers includingup to a ft,m ninebuffer assumefull
field developmentandinclude the disclaimerthat additionalmcdelswould beneededto estimatelek
persistenceat lessthanfish field development.PagesevenreadsWell-Pad Deulaitlea-Leks tendto
remainactive whenwell pad densitieswithin 1.9miles of leks are lessthan Ipadpersquaremile
.fflolloran2005but Ides tendto go inactivea hitherpaddensitiesMolioran2O05Naugleetal;2006: -

Basedon thesereferences,we’re concernedthatyou’re basingyour commentsuponhiW densityMI field
developmentandnot upon thegeologicsettingandoil andgaspoteudalofBavcrheadandMadison
Counties,

TheDillon RescisreeManagementPlanRMP 2006ReasonableForeseeableDevelopmentRFD
Scenariofor Oil andGas Developmentpredictedten wells on all owiiorshipswithin Madisonand

--Beaverhead

Countieswithin theneict 1O-l5years. Due to the estimatedtargetdepthsof thegas
formationsexpectedto betested,>11,000’,spacingon wells in MadisonandBeaverhcadCountiesare
predictedtp be at 1 well per squaremile. Thereforethe BLM doesnot expectwell paddensitiesin the
areaof sagegruuc jeks in MadisonandRnverheadCountiesto exceedIwell per squaremile, anddoes
not anticipatethekind of "full field dcvelopmeiWassessedin the citedresearthandrelatedimpactsto lek
persistence.If RPD predictionswere exceededto a degreeanticipatedto causeanditional impacts,the
Dillon RMP andRFD would berevisited.

Baseduponradio telemetrydatacollectedon sagegrousein southernBeaverheadCounty, Monthna,
flLM hasobservedthatsagegrouseoften arc movingdistances&eaterthanur milesto nesting,brood-
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rearingand wintering habitat. A timing limitation such as you recommendof no surfaceuse from March
I throughJune30Within 4 milesof a lek would, in BLM’s judgment,be lessprotectiveof sagegrouse
thantiming limitations thatprohibit surfaceuseDecember1 throughMarch15within winter rangeand
spring rangewheneverit is found to exist baseduponsite-specificinspectionfor sagegrouseand/or
prohibitingsurfaceuse from March 1 throughJune30 in nestingandearly brood-rearinghabitatdefined
as within threemiles of Leks. In habitatthat supportsbreedingandwintering sagegrouse,timing
restrictionswould limit explorationactivity to 7/I through 11/30.

In addition to thesestipuiation,BLM a can utilize Application forpermit to Drill Conditionsof Approval
to movethe location of a well, with goodjustification, to locationson theleaseother thanthat soughtby
theoperatorto mitigateimpacts to resources.

The following are specific responsesto each of your leaserecommendations.

LeaseMTM 79010-7R,MTM 79010-75,MTM 79010-7TandMTM 79010-lu

ESYPComment: "As Craig Eagermentionedin his letterFish, Wildlife andParlcsrecominendKa No
SurfaceOccupancyNSO Stipulationwithin 2 milesandaTiming Limitation StipulationMarch Ito
June 30 out to 4 miles for known sa&e grouseleks. ParcelMTM 79010-7Sfails within the NSO
stipulation. MI the abovenientionedparcelsfall within 4 milesof theLima Reservoir6 lek andsome
withth 4 miles of theSnowline lek. Though I recognizeyour agencydoesnot agreeon the needfor these
particularstipulations,they arenonetheless,importantones.

Overallthe wfldlife issueshavebeenadequatelyidenti5edandtheparcelsare irly stipulated,with the
abovementionedexceptions.

BLM Response: StipulationMT-!3-14’tNo activity from December1 throughMay 15 within winter and
spring rangefor sagegrouse."applies to all of leaseparcel MTM 79010-7Randadequatelyprotectssage
gouse.

StipulationsMT MT -13-14 appliesto all of leaseparcelMTM-79010-7S andStipulaonMT-13-6
Timins Limitation Activity is reswictedfrom March 1 throughJune30in nestingandearlybrood
reañnghabitatdefinedas within three miles of lek$.’ appliesto a portionof leaseparcelMTM79010-
7S andadequatelyprotectssagepause.

StipulationMT -13-14 appliesto all of leaseparcelMTM-79010-7TandStipulationMT-13-6 applies to a

portionofleseparce]MTM-79QiQ-7Tandadequatelyprotectssagegrouse.

StipulationMT -13-14 appliesto afl of leaseparcelMTM-79010-7Uandadequatelyprotectssagegrouse.

So, in summaly, it is ourconclusionthat theDillon RMP Oil andGasLeaseTem,sandTiming
Limitations for SageGrouse Winter/SpringRaigeof no activity from 12/1to 5/15 within wintt and
spring rangefor sagegrouse,andaTiming Limitation on BreedingHabicatofrestrictingactivity from 3/1

to

W3 in nestingandearly breed-rearinghabitatdefinedaswithin threemiles of lekswill provide
-

greaterprotectionfor sagegrousethanthe recommendedfour mile buffer, in list of theanticipated
development,Again, thetiming limision for winter andspringranseapplieswherethat habitatis found
to exist, not just within a certainradiusof thelek.

Therehasbeenno choneto either thesagegrousepopulationor energydevelopmentin southwest
Montanasince the Di]lon ResourceManagementPlanRMP was completedin February2006. PWPhas
provided no rationalefor nodi&ing oil and gas stipulations that wereapprovedwith theDillon BMP
which would requirea RMP ?lanAmendmentto modi’.
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The BLM Dillon Field Office will not incoiporate the changesin Oil andOssfipuafionsthat youhave
suggestedbecausewe believethat stipulations in place will provide for protection of sagegrousebased
upon the geologyof the area and the potential for oil and gas developmentdescribed in the Dillon
ResourceManagementPlait

Sincere]>’,


