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Welcome to the Salmon Field Office

The Bureau of Land Management invites you to come and enjoy the Public Lands of the Salmon Field Office (SFO) - where recreational opportunities are near limitless.  From high adventure in the backcountry to sightseeing by car; there is something for everyone.  Following is a brief description of SFO recreation sites to assist you in choosing the best place for your desired activity. Directions are given from the major highways in the Salmon and Challis vicinity.  It’s helpful to get a recreation and/or or travel map from the Public Lands Center for specific directions.

Salmon Field Office Recreation Sites
1. SHARKEY HOT SPRINGS – This site is located about 19 miles southeast of Salmon, Idaho.  Go approximately 22 miles South of Salmon on Highway 28 – turn east from Highway 28 at Tendoy, Idaho and follow the signs to the Warm Springs Road and Sharkey Hot Springs.  The Hot Springs are located about 5 miles from Tendoy, Idaho.  The site includes two soaking pools, restrooms, changing rooms, picnic tables, a large group fire ring, garbage collection and a parking area.  
2. SMOKEY CUBS CAMPGROUND - Located 4 miles northeast of Leadore, Idaho on Highway 29 near Bannock Pass. This site is located along the Nez Perce National Historic Trail. Situated along Canyon Creek, this site provides opportunities for camping on both sides of the Creek.  Popular during fall hunting seasons, the site is relatively empty during the summer months.  The Continental Divide is located just a few miles east of the campground up the canyon on Highway 29.
3. McFarland CAMPGROUND -- This site is located on the banks of the Lemhi River, about thirteen miles north of Leadore, Idaho.   Fishing is available on site and along a 1.5 mile fishing easement located on private lands. The site provides 5 RV pullouts.  This is a $5.00 per night fee site.

4. AGENCY CREEK CAMPGROUND -- Located approximately 4 miles east of Tendoy on Agency Creek road, this site is on the Lewis and Clark Back Country Byway.  Except during hunting season, this quiet little spot is relatively unused.  The site is about 8 miles below and on the road to Lemhi Pass and the Continental Divide. At the top of the pass there is a memorial to Sacajawea. The pass is also where Lewis and Clark first crossed the continental divide in 1805.

5. SHOUP BRIDGE CAMPGROUND – This small, popular  rest and overnight area for RV campers is located on the Banks of the Main Salmon River, about five miles south of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93. This site is named for the first Governor of Idaho, who later became a U.S. Senator. The site is shaded with large cottonwood trees and a popular launch site for rafters and anglers. This is a $5 per night fee site.

6. TOWER ROCK CAMPGROUND -- Located about 11 miles north of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93, Tower Rock is situated on the banks of the Main Salmon River.  Lewis and Clark camped near this site in 1805 and noted the rock cliffs nearby in their journal(s).  With several camping sites, this is also a popular rest and picnic stop for travelers. There is a boat ramp and fishing is available. This is a $5 per night fee site.

7. MORGAN BAR CAMPGROUND – Go about 5 miles north of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93 and turn west at the Lemhi County fairgrounds - follow the signs.  Located on the banks of the Main Salmon River, this site includes a pavilion for group events, and h6rseshoe pits and volleyball net that are available in the summer season.  The site has a boat ramp that is popular with day-rafters.  A short trail around a wetland pond is a great area for viewing birds in the summer. This is a $5 per night fee site.  Reservations at $20 per night for the pavilion can be made by contacting the Public Lands Center in Salmon, Idaho.  

8. WILLIAMS LAKE CAMPGROUND -- Located 12 miles south of Salmon - turn off Highway 93 five miles south of town and follow signs to Williams Lake.  Access to lake is not available at the campground, but is available nearby at a private resort or the Forest Service boat ramp and day use area. This site sheltered among a stand of Douglas-fir trees and beautiful rock cliffs. At just over 5,000 feet elevation, it is cooler than valley floor and a great place for comfortable summer evenings. The fall colors are outstanding in September.  This is a $5 per night fee site.

9. TOWER CREEK “PIRIMIDS” DAY USE AREA – Located on the banks of Tower Creek, this is an old homestead on a site referred to in the Lewis & Clark journals.  There is a picnic/day use area in an old apple orchard within view of the geological formations that William Clark noted in his journals as the “pirimids.”  Go north of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93 approximately 10 miles, then turn right (east) on to Tower Creek Road – go up the canyon about 2 miles and your there.  
10. EIGHTMILE DAY USE AREA-- Located eight miles south of Salmon on Highway 93, this site provides access to the Main Salmon River.  Though there are no facilities at this site.  

11. ELEVENMILE DAY USE AREA -- Like Eightmile, this site provides a boat ramp and access to the Main Salmon River.  Located (you guessed it) eleven miles south of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93. 

12. KILPATRICK DAY USE AREA – Located about 28 miles south of Salmon, Idaho on Highway 93.  Located on the banks of the Main Salmon River, this site provides a boat ramp, parking and toilet facilities.
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*     Large groups are requested to obtain a permit at the Salmon Field Office

**   Make reservations for the Pavilion at the Public Lands Center in Salmon, Idaho – 208-756-5400.
