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RAC Members in Attendance:  
Category 1:  Doug Boggan and Sheila Barteaux 
Category 2:  William Barteaux and Jerry Shriner 
Category 3:  JR Van Tassel, Jim Kingery, and Holly Jaleski 
 
RAC Members Absent:  Bruce Brewer, Cliff Osborne, Ronald Hood, Tom Crimmins, 
Sandy Emerson, Cora Patterson, Aaron Miles, and Susie Borowicz 
 
BLM Staff in Attendance: 
Lew Brown – District Manager 
Stephanie Snook – RAC Coordinator 
Eric Thomson – Manager, Coeur d’Alene Field Office 
Scott Pavey – Coeur d’Alene RMP Team Lead 
Kurt Pavlat – Assistant Field Manager, Coeur d’Alene Field Office  
Robbin Boyce – Forester, Cottonwood Field Office 
Greg Yuncevich – Cottonwood Field Manager 
 
Public Attendees:  None 
 
Note to readers:  A copy of each attachment listed in the text of, or at the end of these minutes is on file 
with the official copy of the minutes in the BLM Coeur d’Alene District Office.  Persons desiring to view 
attachments should contact Stephanie Snook, 208-769-5004. 
 
Meeting started at 10:35 a.m.  
BLM Coeur d’Alene District Manager Lew Brown welcomed the RAC members and 
introduced BLM staff in attendance:  Eric Thomson and two of his employees, Kurt 
Pavlat and Scott Pavey.  The meeting was turned over to the RAC Chair, Jerry Shriner, 
who introduced the first agenda item. 
 
Coeur d’Alene RMP  
Scott Pavey provided a handout (PowerPoint Presentation) to update RAC members on 
the Coeur d’Alene RMP progress.  The public comment period is open through April 
14th.  About 40 comment letters have been received so far, involving about 200 items.  
BLM considered the FS planning effort in preparing the plan and have coordinated with 
the FS.  Six Planning Issues provided the focus for the plan.   
 
RAC Discussion:  questions were asked about travel management, forest vegetation, 
restoration work, historic conditions, fire frequency, traditional/cultural values.  A 
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suggestion was made to include a definition or examples of what traditional/cultural 
values are. 
 
Role of the RAC in Commenting on the RMP:  Individual comments vs RAC 
recommendations or comments sent to a subgroup to consolidate.  Since there is no 
quorum today, no decision can be made.  Due to the deadline for public comments, 
individual comments would be appropriate. 
 
Lunch Break 12:12 to 12:59 
 
Wildland Urban Interface Projects– Coeur d’Alene Field Office (Pavlat) 
Kurt provided a handout (PowerPoint Presentation) covering six projects; four in the 
Silver Valley, one near Murray, and one near Bonners Ferry. 
 
1.) Wallace WUI – Shoshone County (60% of BLM land in FO) 
Placer Creek – municipal watershed; approx 2,000 acres may potentially be treated 
Photos of existing conditions; steep slopes (80%) 
Western White Pine replaced by Grand fir and Douglas fir.  Lodge pole pine dead, down 
and standing dead.  Temporary roads will be needed. 
 
2.)  Island Pilot near Mullan – 135 acres 
BLM surrounded by Private; private land heavily cut; remaining big trees are on BLM  
Thin smaller fuels to protect Ponderosa pine 
Issues:  ingrowth, fuel ladders 
Plan to pile and burn or take to a landing site and used as biomass 
Keep large woody debris on-site for wildlife and future soil wood 
 
3.)  Mullan South – 280 acres  
50 acres of city property has already been selectively cut to reduce hazardous fuels. 
Ingrowth and number of trees high; would replant Western White pin into root rot 
pockets. 
 
4.) Murray – 100 acres  
Shoshone County has done work on private land 
Plan to keep 4 to 10 tons of wood on ground and retain large trees 
 
5.) McLaren- near Barkerville, south of Pinehurst; 85 acres 
Want to retain huge ponderosa pine and Western Larch 
Road building is in progress to reach and cut smaller trees and haul them off.  Plan to do 
an underburn so duff around large retention trees will be removed by raking material 
away from the tree to keep them from burning. 
 
6.)  Two Tail (Bonners Ferry) – 700 acres 
We plan to conduct meetings to see if potential contractors are interested in this project as 
a stewardship contract; exchanging goods (trees) for services (collect tree seed, plant 
trees).  Snags (dead standing trees) would be left standing unless they are dangerous.  
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This project would reduce fuel ladders and retain large woody debris 6-10 inches + 
diameter. 
This has been a collaborative project; meeting with other people to see if this is a good 
project.  What does the RAC think? 
 
Q: Why are we only doing small patches?  
A:  Limited funding, personnel and need to prioritize areas.  This is somewhat 
experimental to see what works best.  The Island Pilot is another project where we hope 
to retain large trees, see how the underburn goes and learn from it. 
 
Q:  Is it cost effective to do projects with stewardship contracting? 
A:  In some areas probably not because there are steep slopes and only helicopters would 
be used – the profit margin would be slim even if contractors used helicopters, which 
most don’t own. 
 
Q:  Can you bank the excess money for use elsewhere? 
A:  Yes 
 
Q:  Are you building roads in roadless areas? 
A:  Some projects have no roads and temporary roads may be needed to get in and out.  
We would reclaim or restore the roads; oftentimes more than we build for a project.  We 
want to reduce road density, improve primary roads, increase core grizzly bear habitat. 
 
Lew introduced two staff from Cottonwood Field Office:  Greg Yuncevich and Robbin 
Boyce 
 
Eastside Township Project – Robbin Boyce 
There are about 12,000 acres of BLM land within the Elk City township, located in Idaho 
County.  The project area is about 3,300 acres with 1,292 acres of treatments proposed.  
Lodge pole pine are dead and dying due to mountain pine beetle encroaching into the 
area from the Crooked and Red River areas, south and southeast of the project. The intent 
is to remove the lodge pole pine, leave some Douglas fir; reduce hazardous fuels; and 
complete restoration work to improve fish habitat and improve water quality. 
 
The FS is a Cooperating Agency on this EIS.  Two roads across FS land are needed to 
access treatment areas on BLM land. 
 
RAC members asked questions concerning knapweed (long-term treatment, equipment 
washing, certified weed free materials, goats); trails (100-300 ft. away from streams); 
economic viability (4-5 mills served by Elk City area; mostly small independent loggers); 
and restoration work (armoring stream crossings by adding rock on top of geotextile 
material for low gradient streams; wildlife browsing woody material along streams). 
 
Cottonwood DRAFT EMP/EIS – Staff is currently working on the internal draft, 
getting it ready to publish and solicit comments in June/July. 
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RAC Nominations – Stephanie encouraged RAC members with terms expiring to 
reapply and to pass along names of other people to recruit. 
 
Recreation RACs – Stephanie provided a handout 
Idaho will use four existing RACS.  The charters will be changed to allow for an official 
Forest Service presence to address fee-related issues only 
 
Minutes for December 14, 2005 RAC meeting - reviewed and approved by Jerry Shriner, 
RAC Chair. 
 
Follow-up to 12/9/05 meeting:  Jerry Shriner sent a letter to Lew Brown dated 1/9/2006, 
on behalf of the RAC, in support of the mineral withdrawals continuing on the Lower 
Salmon River. 
 
Close-out Items: 
Dates considered for next meeting:  July 25 or 27 
Potential agenda items:  Updates on Recreation RACs, Eastside Township Project and 
RMPs; with potential for a field trip to NezPerce Fish Hatchery.  
 
Meeting adjourned by RAC Chair at   3:30 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by:  Stephanie Snook, RAC Coordinator 
 
Minutes Approved by:  /s/ Jerry Shriner 
Date: September 21, 2006 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Handouts:   
1.  Draft Coeur d’Alene RMP/EIS update 
2.  Eastside Township Vegetation and Fuels Project (PowerPoint by Robbin Boyce) 
3.  Recreation Enhancement RACs 
 
  
Recommendations:  None 


