N recent years western
riparian areas have been
the focus of unprece-
dented public and political
attention. Several factors
working together contrib-
uted to this encouraging
development.

The environmental,
economic and social costs
of deteriorated riparian
areas are more widely
understood. The 1987 non-
point source amendments
to the Clean Water Act
provided requirements and
authorized resources for
states to deal with the
problem. Perhaps most
important to heightened
awareness is the work of a
growing number of public
and private land managers
who have conclusively
demonstrated improved
grazing management can
dramatically improve the
productivity of riparian
areas and adjacent uplands.

The following case studies
are representative of
broad areas of land in the
western United States, and
of diverse environmental,
political and economic
conditions. They broadly
illustrate the problems and
the promise of improved
management of riparian
areas and adjacent uplands.

objective of this Acl

is to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical and bielogical
integrity of the Nation's waters.

Clean Water Act

T HE Clean Water Act of
1977 established a national
objective ... to restore and
maintain the chemical, physical,
and biological integrity of the
Nations waters.’

compliance through nonregulatory
programs of technical and finan-
cial assistance. education, train-
ing. technology transfer, demon-
stration watershed projects, and
monitoring.
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The act initially focused on
reducing or preventing degrada-
tion of water quality by easily
identifiable discharges — " point
sources” — of pollutants. The act
was amended by the Water
Quality Act of 1987; section
319 addresses *"nonpoint”
sources of water pollution.

Nonpoint source pollution is
broadly defined as being any
human-caused degradation of
sutface or groundwater quality.
This includes all sources not
regulated as point sources, such
as runoff from comstruction sites,
urban areas, forest lands and
agricultural lands — including
lands used for livestock grazing.

States are required to identify
nonpoint sources of pollution
and to develop procedures and
practices — Best Management
Practices — to achieve state and
national water quality objectives.

The current approach to control-
ling most nonpoint sources of
pollution is to seek voluntary
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reduction in pollutant loadings
from nonpoint sources. We will
f course, revisit this guestion
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not find this program adequale
real improvement in waler

quality has not occurred. We
are not so much inferested in
elements of a Stale program as
we are concerned with meeting
the goals and objectives o} the
Clean Water Acl.

— Senator Durenberger, Senate
debate on nonpoint source pollu-

tion amendments to Clean Water
Act.





