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ABSTRACT

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analyzes impacts related to the development of Panels
F and G at the J.R. Simplot Smoky Canyon Mine in Southeastern Idaho. The Proposed Action includes
developing two mine pits, haul roads, and overburden disposal areas. Use of existing support and mill
facilities would continue. Alternatives to the Proposed Action are also analyzed and site specific
mitigation measures developed. The Preferred Alternative is a compilation of mining alternatives which
reduce the impacts of the Proposed Action. Transportation routes in the Preferred Alternative would be
the same as the Proposed Action alignments. In consideration of comments on the Draft EIS and
additional information, changes from the Draft EIS have been made and include improved effectiveness
of the cover design in the Preferred Alternative, and more detailed monitoring and mitigation. The 30-day
availability period begins on the date the EPA Notice of Availability is published in the Federal Register;
the availability period ends:
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Dear Reader:

Enclosed is the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for J.R. Simplot Company's Smoky Canyon Mine,
Panels F and G proposed mine expansion. The Final EIS was prepared by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) with cooperation from Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. It analyzes
the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of a proposal to continue phosphate mining, for another 14 years,

using the existing Smoky Canyon Mine infrastructure while expanding pits, haul access/roads, and overburden
disposal facilities to the south. Six different mining alternatives, a no-mining alternative, and eight different ore
transportationalternatives were analyzed.

Public comment on the Draft EIS was extensive and in consideration of those comments and additional information,
modifications were made and responses to comments were incorporated into this Final EIS. The Final EIS has been
prepared as a complete, two-volume, full-text document, and is being distributed either as hardcopy in a three-hole
punched format, or compact disc, and is also posted on the Internet.

Concurrent with this distribution, the BLM filed the Final EIS with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). EPA will then publish a Notice of Availability(NOA) in the Federal Register. On the publication date of
the EPA’s NOA in the Federal Register, a 30-day availability period will commence. In additionto the EPA’s
NOA, BLM will publish a separate NOA with additional informationin the Federal Register and in local
newspapers. Following the close of the availability period, BLM and USFS will each issue a separate Record of
Decision (ROD) for activities under their respective jurisdiction. Copies of each ROD will be mailed to people and
entities on the Panels F and G project mailing list. Notices of these decisions will be published in local newspapers.
Each ROD will have an appeal period before the decision becomes effective. Each ROD will contain the
appropriate instructions for appeal.

The FEIS is a completed document. If you have information for agency consideration in making our
decisions, it can be sent to the following addresses and must be received by the end of the availability period:

Smoky Canyon Mine FEIS " P .
C/O The Shipley Group £ NOV % 6 2007
1584 South 500 West, Suite 201 or scm_feis@contentanalysisgroup.com

Woods Cross, UT 84010

If you would like further information on this project, questions can be directed to Bill Stout, BLM Project Manager,
(208) 478-6340 or to Jeff Jones, USFS, (208) 236-7500.

Thank you,
[Tt & W
Larry Timchak Joe Krayenbrink

Forest Supervisor District Manager
Caribou-TargheeNational Forest BLM, Idaho Falls District

FS-6200-12
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