COMMUNITY ECONOMIC PROFILE WORKSHOP REPORT

WEISER, IDAHO

10/29/2008
Process:  On Thursday, October 29, 2008, Washington County, working together with the USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Four Rivers Field Office, hosted a community economic profile workshop in Weiser, Idaho (Agenda attached).  Six community leaders and agency representatives participated, plus two BLM employees and a BLM contractor.  The overall purpose of the workshop was to provide an informal way for local communities to understand socio-economic trends, talk about important economic growth factors, and to begin a dialogue about how the County and BLM can make positive contributions toward community economic development.  Specifically, the meeting objectives were:

1. Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

2. Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

3. Help local leaders understand the roles that the Washington County and BLM can play in community economic development

Attendees:

1. Courtney Thompson
Wash. County Econ Dev Comm

Weiser

2. Linda Jones


Holland & Hart



Boise

3. Jeri Soulier


Wash County P & Z Commission

Weiser

4. Jason Soulier


Citizen




Weiser

5. Rob Dickerson

Wash County P & Z Commission

Weiser

6. Phil Soulen


Soulen Livestock



Weiser

The workshop began with Rosie Thomas, of the BLM Four Rivers Field Office, welcoming the group.  After introductions, Dr. Dick Gardner,  BLM contract economist to the Four Rivers Field Office, gave an hour-long presentation and group conversation examining the socio-economic data on Elmore County.  (A pdf version of the presentation is available.) Here are his key points:

Key Point Summary

1. Very slow to stagnant population growth for 35 years.

2. Expect more visitors from a rapidly growing Treasure Valley.

3. The Hispanic community is growing.

4. Commuting out of Washington County has been rising.

5. Shift in retailing toward Ontario means high retail leakage out of the county.

6. High self-employment signals importance of entrepreneurs.

7. Non-labor income contributes a growing share of the county economy.

8. Washington County incomes are quite low.

Here are summaries of comments made by participants during the discussion:

1. Number of housing permits same this year as last. However, total value lower.
2. Ontario prison expansion in the 1990s may have contributed to Washington County’s growth.
3. Community aspects

· There is a huge resource of people (family, neighbors, young people) in the community (who interact) to allow retirees/older people to stay longer in the community (so they don’t have to go to care facilities)

· Community members see retirees coming to Washington County from Boise, McCall and Donnelly areas

· Senior Center gets a lot of support

· Weiser a more “defined” town than surrounding communities

· Some who move to Weiser come as a result of visiting the Old Time Fiddlers Festival

· There is an abundance of inexpensive housing (so) large families are able to live there

4. Income related 

· Big box stores in the Ontario area have affected retail services in Weiser
· Companies have left the area that were big employers:

· Western Timber – truss company

· Champion, which became Redmond, then closed altogether – manufactured homes

· Economics may see another rise/fall from 2000-2008 due to September 11 attacks

· Being a border town to a non-sales tax state (Oregon) has created many issues
· Younger set of “baby boomers” retire to Weiser, start a hobby/part-time business, then as they age, they stop

· Retirees pay to have more services done for them, creating business opportunities 

· There were a lot of people in real estate in 2004, but their numbers are down now

· Lodging sales

· Mud drag races in October 2007 and two other events together in a month’s time (may have) created the large fall spike in lodging sales
· Most successful Fiddle Festival was in 2008, and it definitely creates the June spike.
· Transportation

· Lot of snow/heavy snow year in January/February 2008; decreases in traffic counts may be weather related

· Cambridge-Hells Canyon Days were very successful in 2008

· Lots of hunting licenses sold/hunting vehicles noticed

· “Snowbirders” didn’t leave (for warmer climates) as early this year

How Does BLM land fit into the vision for your county?

How can BLM manage our public lands to move toward your vision?

Here are the comments in response to these questions:

· Washington County has the highest concentrations of nitrates and natural arsenic in groundwater within Idaho (which complicates development)

· Crane Creek/Midvale have high gravel costs (impacts housing and industry needs)  There is a need for additional state-certified gravel pits:
· Existing one near Midvale Hill

· Highway districts have ample pits but not enough “community” pits

· Seniors are very active – Rails to trails, etc. used a lot 

· Fishing is an important activity;  participants liked availability of Steck Park but road is maintained by a road district and allowed to become very washboarded
· Steck Park needs to have activity designations made as users are creating problems among themselves
· Entrance road is the problem!
· High school students have their parties out there because there are no regulations and no control (law enforcement)
· Additional designations are needed for Steck Park 

· See a need for all-season equestrian trails
· Weiser Dunes could become a “destination” with designations for various types of recreation
· Allow public into Fairchild Reservoir; way to gain access across sharp-tail preserve/private land owned by The Nature Conservancy

· There needs to be ways to manage areas for ATVs/motorcycles and others in a designated/balanced way

· Payette County stretch between Willow Creek and ??

· Need a boat take-out above Galloway Dam that is less dangerous, especially for non-motorized rafters, canoeists, kayakers
Are there land uses that you want to see on BLM land which will help achieve your vision for the county?

· Geothermal resources

· Crane Creek interests; being handled by SO

· Consistent with County policy for geothermal

· Winds not consistent for wind farms, generally; Jenkins Creek a possibility

· Wildfires – identify potential areas of concern

· Critical habitat needs to be retained

· *Explained to participants that land disposal is decided by criteria
· Washington County is working hard to keep sage grouse off Federal endangered list

· Ranchers are working to keep sage grouse on their lands

· Midvale a success story for sage grouse

Are there land uses that you don’t want to see on BLM lands?

· Unrestricted access

Phil Soulen was asked about the impacts to sheep ranching due to bighorn sheep range.

· In 1986, local ranches funded a study with the University of Idaho that proved that the “pastorella strains” (for domestic and bighorn sheep) are different

· The Supervisor of the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest (NF) had a document, signed by Oregon and Idaho governors and the state directors of the BLM and Forest Service, that said livestock operators would not be liable for any damage to bighorn sheep herds

· At present, Payette NF, in their current Forest Plan revision, has a preferred alternative of no sheep grazing on their lands which will economically damage the sheep industry in western Idaho.
· These two documents remain as conflicting statements of policy to this day.
Washington County with BLM Four Rivers Field Office present
Washington County

Community Economic Profile Workshop

Wednesday, October 29, 2008

Commission Room, 256 E. Court St.

Weiser, Idaho
The Four Rivers Field Office has begun the process of updating its Resource Management Plan, which will guide the BLM in this region for the next twenty years.  This kick-off workshop will engage local residents in a discussion of the economy and demographics of Washington County.  An economist will assemble and share the data, but he needs your local knowledge to help interpret how trends are affecting Washington County.  A dialogue about the ways that one of the County’s largest land managers, BLM, can make positive contributions toward community economic development will follow.    Here’s a chance to learn about the local economy of your community.  Please join us for a lively discussion and enjoyable evening!  Snacks will be provided, and the workshop is free.
Objectives:

7. Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

8. Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

9. Help local leaders understand the roles that the Washington County and BLM can play in community economic development

1:00 PM
Greet, Gather, & Refreshments

1:10

Welcome, Introductions, Ground Rules, Hopes for this workshop
1:20

Community Economic Profile – Today’s Snapshot




Rain Barrel Model of Local Economy




Review Economic Profile Data




What does this data tell us?
2:30

Break
2:45

How do our public lands fit into community economics?




BLM’s contribution to local economies
3:00
How can BLM work with the County to manage our public lands to better contribute toward Washington County’s future?

3:30 PM
Summary, Next Steps
3:45 PM
Adjourn
Please RSVP to Rob Dickerson, Washington County Planner, 

414-3621, or wcrdickerson@ruralnetwork.net 

Presented by Dr. Dick Gardner, Washington County, and BLM  staff
