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APPENDIX G 
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION�



 
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE SHOSHONE-BANNOCK TRIBES’ 
NATURAL RESOURCES STAFF REGARDING THE FOUR RIVERS RMP 

AUGUST 19, 2008 

 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Native American Tribes have a unique relationship such that BLM 
must consult with federally-recognized tribes on a government-to-government basis to develop policies and solicit 
information. On August 19, 2008, John Sullivan and Jon Beck met with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes’ Natural 
Resources Staff (Chad Colter, Yvette Tuell, Danny Stone and Carolyn Smith) to discuss the Four Rivers RMP 
planning process and to solicit the Tribe’s interests and concerns.  The following Tribal concerns were discussed. 
 

1. Bighorn sheep and domestic sheep should be separated because domestic sheep are passing disease to 
bighorns in Hells Canyon and the surrounding area wherever there are bighorns and domestic sheep 
sharing the same areas. 

2. The Tribe requested GIS coverages of the sheep allotments in the FRFO planning area. 
3. The FRFO should contact the “Upper Snake River Tribes” with scoping information.  

Kyle Prior, Executive Director 
Jefferson Plaza 
350 N. 9th Street, Suite 500 
Boise, ID  83702 

4. Goats and bighorn sheep are also a problem along the Weiser River (due to disease). 
5. The Tribe would also like to see some interpretation in the Cascade RMP area because they have a 

presence there and want to maintain it. 
6. The Tribe wants their Snake River Policy elevated to a goal in the plan. They also provided several 

other policy papers to the BLM personnel. 
7. Ms. Tuell said that the Tribe will provide written scoping comments. After we receive their comments  

and process them into issues and alternatives, Ms. Tuell will help BLM set up a formal consultation with  
the Council to discuss how we addressed their concerns. She also said that we should consult again after 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) comments are addressed and before the 
implementation plan. 

 
 
 















 
COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE SHOSHONE-PAIUTE TRIBES 

DURING GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION 

OCTOBER 16, 2008 

 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Native American Tribes have a unique relationship such that BLM 
must consult with federally-recognized tribes on a government-to-government basis to develop policies and solicit 
information. Information, presented to the Shoshone Paiute Tribe at a monthly Wings & Roots meeting, dealt with 
the public scoping period for the new Four Rivers Resource Management Plan (RMP).  At that time, BLM asked 
the Tribe for comments on possible RMP issues, to be given at a subsequent Wings & Roots meeting. 
 
At the October 16, 2008 meeting, Ted Howard, Shoshone-Paiute Cultural Resources Director, presented BLM 
with the following comments.  
 
1.  Scoping Process Description 
 “It needs be pointed out in the RMP that the BLM has a unique relationship with Native American tribes, 
and that they have (legal) trust obligations to federally recognized tribes. The BLM must consult with federally 
recognized tribes on a govt-to-govt basis in the development of policies that have tribal implications, such as this 
RMP.” 
 
2.  Education and Public Safety 
 “It is important to educate the public and the land managers about the traditional use of the land. The 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes prefer an ethnographic study to address the traditional use of the land, the resources. But 
it is important to the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes to point out the contemporary and ongoing uses of the land and the 
resources, and this is covered in an ethnographic study. This is very important to the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes 
because the BLM contractors usually reference old studies done by Julian Steward and others from decades ago. 
Besides, Julian Steward’s work is undergoing scrutiny because some scholars have discovered inaccuracies in 
Steward’s work. The most important point is that old studies do not address contemporary and ongoing uses by 
contemporary tribal members.” 
 
3.  General 
 “The Shoshone-Paiute Tribes prefer to be involved in the development of the Four Rivers RMP. As I 
have said before, this RMP will guide the land managers for the coming twenty years or more, in how to manage 
the resources in your area (our homelands). Many of us may not be here in the next twenty years. But it is our 
duty to develop a document that will protect the environment and the various forms of life that depends on us for 
their survival. 
 People are destroying the environment at an alarming rate, in their bid to exploit any resource they can to 
make a dollar. Tribal members have witnessed the destruction that has taken place is the last few decades. Many 
of the resources that were plentiful a few decades ago are now few, some may be nearing extinction. 
 We call this the Resources Management Plan (RMP). As many of you heard me say in past meetings, ‘it’s 
not the resources that needs managing, it’s the people that need management. The resources have always done 
well in the way the creator intended things to be, it’s when the people began changing things and disrespecting the 
resources and the environment that everything began to decline.’  



   So this RMP must be a lot more restrictive than the previous RMP. I know that the BLM manages public 
lands under the pretense of multiple-use. That does not work very well. People don’t know how to respect 
anything. The animals and the other resources have suffered; they do not and cannot mix with people. It was 
different when there were few people out there, but not in this day and age.  
 My elders have always told me that it is up to us to speak for those that cannot speak for themselves, the 
mountains, the sun, the water, the animals, and all things that the creator put on this earth. I am speaking for all of 
creation today, I hope that we can leave something for the coming generations, it is our duty.” 
  


