COMMUNITY ECONOMIC PROFILE WORKSHOP REPORT

COUNCIL, IDAHO

11/17/2008
Process:  On Monday, November 17, 2008, Adams County, working together with the USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Four Rivers Field Office, hosted a community economic profile workshop in Council, Idaho (Agenda attached).  Nine community leaders and agency representatives participated, plus a BLM employee and a BLM contractor.  The overall purpose of the workshop was to provide an informal way for local communities to understand socio-economic trends, talk about important economic growth factors, and to begin a dialogue about how the County and BLM can make positive contributions toward community economic development.  Specifically, the meeting objectives were:

· Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

· Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

· Help local leaders understand the roles that Adams County and BLM can play in community economic development

Attendees:

1. Mike Paradis


Adams County Commission

Council
2. Joe Holmes


Adams County Commission

Indian Valley
3. Sherry Ward


Adams County Clerk


Council

4. Francee Wassard

Council Econ Dev Coordinator

Council

5. Dale Lattin

6. Ava Rubelt

7. Cody Cahill

8. Gordon Keetch

9. Wendy Green

Adams Cty Natural Resources Comm
Council

10. Rosemary Thomas

BLM Four Rivers Field Office

Boise

11. Jon Beck


BLM Four Rivers Field Office

Boise

12. Dick Gardner


BLM contractor, Bootstrap Solutions
Boise
The workshop began with Rosemary Thomas, of the BLM Four Rivers Field Office, welcoming the group.  After introductions, Dr. Dick Gardner,  BLM contract economist to the Four Rivers Field Office, gave an hour-long presentation and group conversation examining the socio-economic data on Adams County.  (A pdf version of the presentation is available.) Here are his key points:

Adams County Key Point Summary

1. Population levels have been stagnant since 1940.

2. Expect more visitors from a rapidly growing and increasingly urban Treasure Valley.

3. Adams County population is aging quickly.

4. Traditional resource industries are probably not engines of future growth.

5. Rise in self-employment signals the importance of entrepreneurs, but proprietors’ incomes are low.

6. Non-labor income contributes over half of the county economy.

7. Part-year residents appear to be a growing part of Adams County.

8. Adams County incomes are improving.

Here are summaries of comments made by participants during the discussion:

· Taxes are a large amount of the County’s revenue, but property taxes are only about 20% of the total amount received

· Decrease in production at the Council mill was affected by the Boise-Cascade mill closures in Cascade.

· Federal employment statistics  from 2000 (downturn) reflects changes in local Forest Service offices

· Lodging Sales
· June peak (school out)  – vacationers coming up from Treasure Valley/other places

· October peak – hunting

· August 2007 – big fire activity

· A significant increase in building permits since 2000 has created a significant amount of new housing stock.  Of course that has slowed to a near stop now.

· It’s surprising that the uninsured rate is only 27.2%; could also be tied to the self-employed numbers in the County 
How Does BLM land fit into the vision for your county?

How can BLM manage our public lands to move toward your vision?
Here are the comments in response to a series of questions around the above topic:
· Are existing BLM lands being utilized fully?

· Consensus was that the bulk were being used adequately
· Access determines use

· Adams County advocates multiple use

· Travel/motorized activity should be linked through other access means

· Areas on the National Forest have been damaged/abused by motorized traffic

· Need to see how access (new/changed) would affect permittees

· Don’t let policy of other BLM areas that have seen heavy OHV damage drive what happens in Four Rivers

· Keep resource damage contained, but keep OHV trails as open as possible

· Need some management in certain areas

· Older individuals should be able to take OHVs/ATVs cross-country to retrieve game (IDFG policy on this is restrictive in some areas)

· Is there a need for open space designations ?

· There are resources that may be available for the County

· What is your opinion about scattered parcels?

· Some of the 40, 80, even 120 acre parcels may be beneficial to BLM and County to sell

· BLM wouldn’t have problems of managing enclosed parcels

· County would have those acres on its tax rolls

· Need to look for natural resource values – even if landlocked, does it have animals/plants that are valuable for hunting, etc?

· Accessibility issues

· There’s not a lot of access to Hells Canyon from the Idaho side

· Most access is through Idaho Power

· More campgrounds would be nice

· Only one spot for a potential campground; no BLM access off the canyon

· Would be good if BLM could acquire access to its lands through private owners in Garden Valley

· Are there land uses that you would like to see on BLM lands?

· Preserve/protect existing grazing allotments

· BLM needs to look at County’s fire plan and act accordingly

· Look at doing fuel load reduction plans in forested areas

· Opportunities for biomass

· Possible opportunity to block up timber acres with the Forest Service or State while acquiring other lands (that suited BLM better)

· There is a real need for small timber sales in the County

· 6-8 small operators providing 70-80 jobs from small timber sales
· No stewardship contracts are being done in the County

· Other things (tornado in Bear and Gray’s Creek fire) put these on hold

· Existing scope/size of the contracts now is daunting for most people

· If BLM talks (new) recreational plans for the County, it should also include campgrounds and trailheads

· If there are cultural resources in the area, are there also opportunities for interpretive centers, etc.?

Adams County with BLM Four Rivers Field Office present
Adams County

Community Economic Profile Workshop

Monday, November 17, 2008
Adams County Courthouse, Commission Room

Council, Idaho

The Four Rivers Field Office has begun the process of updating its Resource Management Plan, which will guide the BLM in this region for the next twenty years.  This kick-off workshop will engage local residents in a discussion of the economy and demographics of Adams County.  An economist will assemble and share the data, but he needs your local knowledge to help interpret how trends are affecting Adams County.  A dialogue about the ways that one of the County’s largest land managers, BLM, can make positive contributions toward community economic development will follow.    Here’s a chance to learn about the local economy of your community.  Please join us for a lively discussion and enjoyable afternoon!  Snacks will be provided, and the workshop is free.

Objectives:

1. Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

2. Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

3. Help local leaders understand the roles that the County and BLM can play in community economic development

1:30 PM
Welcome, Introductions, Ground Rules, Hopes for this workshop
1:35

Community Economic Profile – Today’s Snapshot




Rain Barrel Model of Local Economy




Review Economic Profile Data




What does this data tell us?
2:55

How do our public lands fit into community economics?




BLM’s contribution to local economies
3:10
How can BLM work with the County to manage our public lands to better contribute toward Adams County’s future?

3:30 PM
Summary, Next Steps & Adjourn

Please RSVP to Don Horton, Adams County Building Inspector, 

253-6125, or Building@co.adams.id.us
Presented by Dr. Dick Gardner, Adams County, and BLM  staff
