COMMUNITY ECONOMIC PROFILE WORKSHOP REPORT

PAYETTE, IDAHO

11/10/2008
Process:  On Monday, November 10, 2008, Washington County, working together with the USDI Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Four Rivers Field Office, hosted a community economic profile workshop in Payette, Idaho (Agenda attached).  Seventeen community leaders and agency representatives participated, plus a BLM employee and a BLM contractor.  The overall purpose of the workshop was to provide an informal way for local communities to understand socio-economic trends, talk about important economic growth factors, and to begin a dialogue about how the County and BLM can make positive contributions toward community economic development.  Specifically, the meeting objectives were:

1. Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

2. Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

3. Help local leaders understand the roles that Payette County and BLM can play in community economic development

Attendees:

1. Marc Shigeta


Payette County Commission

New Plymouth
2. Larry Church


Payette County Commission

Fruitland

3. Terry Buthman

Citizen




Weiser
4. Karen Dolven

Citizen




New Plymouth

5. Ben Osburn


Citizen




Caldwell

6. Caroll Parsons

Payette County Historical Society

7. Ann Curtis


Payette County Historical Society

Payette
8. Chad Henggeler

Payette County Planning & Zoning
Fruitland
9. Pete Morgan


Payette County Planning & Zoning
Parma
10. Farrell Rawlings

Payette County Planning & Zoning
New Plymouth
11. Lindsey Royston

Payette County Planning & Zoning
Payette
12. Lyla Scheihing

Payette County Planning & Zoning
New Plymouth
13. Mary Mejia


Payette County Planning & Zoning
Payette
14. Isnarda Machuca

Payette County Planning & Zoning
Fruitland
15. Linda Williams

Citizen




Payette

16. Jeff Williams


Citizen




Payette

17. Myra Attebery

Citizen




Fruitland

18. Jon Beck


BLM Four Rivers Field Office

Boise

19. Dick Gardner


BLM contractor, Bootstrap Solutions
Boise
The workshop began with Jon Beck, of the BLM Four Rivers Field Office, welcoming the group.  After introductions, Dr. Dick Gardner,  BLM contract economist to the Four Rivers Field Office, gave an hour-long presentation and group conversation examining the socio-economic data on Payette County.  (A pdf version of the presentation is available.) Here are his key points:

Payette County Key Point Summary

1. Slow, but steady population growth.

2. The Hispanic community is growing.

3. Commuting out of Payette County has been rising.

4. High self-employment signals importance of entrepreneurs.

5. Non-labor income contributes a growing share of the county economy.

6. Payette County incomes are somewhat low.

7. Border county means high retail leakage to Ontario, but growth in commuting residents.

Here are summaries of comments made by participants during the discussion:

· The fact that Payette County Planning & Zoning allows splitting rural properties more easily than in Malheur County, Oregon, is another reason that residential construction shifted to the Idaho side of the border and some folks commute into Oregon.  Lower property taxes and good schools are additional reasons.
· Senior citizens seem to leave Payette County either to be near their kids somewhere else, or to enter eldercare outside the county.

· 1994 was a bad year for fruit.  Orchards began to be removed and the late 1990s were also difficult times that continued the trend of losing orchards.

· Lodging sales – In May we have the Blossom Festival, and September has both the Big Nasty Hill Climb and Cruise Night.  This could account for peaks in lodging sales, though Payette County has only very limited facilities and the sales are not large in any month.

· Participants agreed that agricultural taffic associated with spring planting and fall harvesting could explain the relatively strong spring and fall traffic patterns in places like the Hwy 95 Parma and Hwy 52 Letha traffic counters.

· Traffic does seem to have fallen to a degree. One participant noted the traffic at Gayway Junction seems lower than a year ago.

· New Plymouth has lower poverty in part because a trailer park of single wides was recently closed.  Some of the poverty in the Payette area could be due to families of prisoners in Ontario, who choose to live in Idaho because housing is cheaper.
How Does BLM land fit into the vision for your county?

How can BLM manage our public lands to move toward your vision?

Here are the comments in response to these questions:

· One problem for ordinary citizens is to understand when they are on BLM land versus private or state land. E.g. Crane Creek near Paddock Reservoir.  The only difference between BLM and private ground may be a fence, and some recreation users don’t respect fences at all.
· A communication and education program about access opportunities that includes mapping and signage for larger blocks of land may help.

· Planting firebreaks on BLM land to help block the spread of wildfires would be appreciated by private land owners.

· Open shooting on BLM lands could become a real safety problem as population pressure and recreation increase.  BLM may need to consider seasonal or geographic restrictions.  E.g. Shooting gophers in areas where OHVs or horses are traveling is dangerous.
· Development of shooting ranges may be one answer.  Clay Peak’s shooting range has become popular and is an appropriate and safe place to shoot.

· OHV use and even snow machines can cause major damage in muddy seasons, e.g. Elmore Road.

· BLM should mange grazing allotments more flexibly depending on forage conditions, instead of a strict AUM system.

· Consider disposal of small (<80acres) isolated tracts that cannot be efficiently managed by BLM.

· Also consider acquisitions or exchanges that block up larger BLM holdings.

· Need designated motorized trails in certain areas (east of Van Deusen Road= non-motorized, west of Van Deusen= motorized)  The wild horse area should be strictly non-motorized.
Are there land uses that you want to see on BLM land which will help achieve your vision for the county?

· Oil and gas exploration would be OK here.
· Generally OK with wind projects. 

· New powerlines could interfere with some recreation uses, so care must be taken.

· Remember that BLM lands are critical downwind airsheds for some of our feedlots in Payette County.
Payette County with BLM Four Rivers Field Office present
Payette County

Community Economic Profile Workshop

Monday, November 10, 2008
Payette County Courthouse

Payette, Idaho

The Four Rivers Field Office has begun the process of updating its Resource Management Plan, which will guide the BLM in this region for the next twenty years.  This kick-off workshop will engage local residents in a discussion of the economy and demographics of Payette County.  An economist will assemble and share the data, but he needs your local knowledge to help interpret how trends are affecting Payette County.  A dialogue about the ways that one of the County’s largest land managers, BLM, can make positive contributions toward community economic development will follow.    Here’s a chance to learn about the local economy of your community.  Please join us for a lively discussion and enjoyable evening!  A dinner will be provided, and the workshop is free.

Objectives:

4. Help local community leaders better understand their economy & community

5. Brainstorm how the County and/or  BLM can support community efforts to achieve the desired future

6. Help local leaders understand the roles that the County and BLM can play in community economic development

6:00 PM
Greet, Gather, & Get Dinner & Refreshments
6:15

Welcome, Introductions, Ground Rules, Hopes for this workshop
6:25

Community Economic Profile – Today’s Snapshot




Rain Barrel Model of Local Economy




Review Economic Profile Data




What does this data tell us?
7:30

Break

7:45

How do our public lands fit into community economics?




BLM’s contribution to local economies
8:00
How can BLM work with the County to manage our public lands to better contribute toward Payette County’s future?

8:30 PM
Summary, Next Steps
8:45 PM
Adjourn
Please RSVP to Mary Mejia, Payette County Planner, 

642-6018, or mmejia@payettecounty.org 

Presented by Dr. Dick Gardner, Payette County, and BLM  staff
