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A. Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 

involvement in the NEPA process and the time which 
you contributed. Your comment was considered in 
preparation of the final environmental impact statement. 
Because your comments do not address the adequacy of 
the Draft EIS further response is not provided. 
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Letter #4(continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A. Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 

involvement in the NEPA process and the time which 
you contributed. Your comment was considered in 
preparation of the final environmental impact statement. 
Because your comments do not address the adequacy of 
the Draft EIS further response is not provided.  
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Wind turbine designers have concluded that wind speed 

is disrupted and turbulence is added from 2600 to 2925 
feet downwind of a turbine. No additional disturbance to 
the wind profile including velocity and temperature 
changes is known to occur. 
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B. BLM is not aware of any studies that have been 

conducted to quantify the effects of large wind energy 
projects on the atmosphere.  
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.   
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided. 
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A. The Comprehensive Management and Use Plan does 

indicate that portions of the California National Historic 
Trail are intact. However, under the inventories and 
analysis conducted for this project, no survey of the trail 
has been completed to determine if trail ruts or swales 
are visible. Visual effects to the intact portions of the 
trail could occur from the proposed project. Audible 
intrusions are unlikely to occur due to the distance (1.5 
miles) of the trail from the closest Proposed Project 
features. See page 4-9 of the Draft EIS 
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B. The BLM will complete an analysis of potential effects 

on the National Historical Trails in the vicinity of the 
Proposed Project. 



Cotterel Wind Power Project Appendix H 

COMMENTS RESPONSES 

March 2006 Final Environmental Impact Statement H-30 

Letter #10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided. therefore further response is 
not provided to the comment.  
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Letter #11 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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March 2006 Final Environmental Impact Statement H-33 

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PUBLIC MEETING 

HELD IN 

ALBION, IDAHO 

ON 

JULY 27, 2005 
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided. 
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The proposed project will not interfere with the flight path of 
planes using the landing strip located in Albion. 
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Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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The proposed project will not interfere with the flight path of 
planes using the landing strip located in Albion. 
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Letter #18 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided. 
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Letter #19 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided. 
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Letter #21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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A. The BLM is sensitive to the potential for impacts from 

tower lighting. The best available technology would be 
used in applying tower lighting required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Idaho State Aeronautics 
Division. This technology includes shielding lights from 
below to reduce the potential for light pollution of the 
night sky.  

 
B. The City of Albion would benefit economically from the 

proposed project as a result of the overall increase in 
property tax paid to Cassia County.  
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Letter #23 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #24 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #25 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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A. There are Federal income tax incentives associated with 

the development of wind energy projects attached to the 
energy bill enacted by Congress and signed by the 
President. The proponent would pay fair market rent to 
the Federal Government for the use of the public land on 
Cotterel Mountain.  
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Letter #27 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cotterel Wind Power Project Appendix H 

COMMENTS RESPONSES 

March 2006 Final Environmental Impact Statement H-51 

Letter #27 (continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A. The decision whether or not to grant a ROW to allow for 

the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 
Proposed Project has not yet been made by the BLM. 
The BLM also has not yet made the decision whether or 
not to amend the existing Cassia RMP, which will allow 
for the granting of the ROW if so decided. Both 
decisions will be outlined in the Record of Decision, 
which will be based on the outcome of the EIS. See 
pages 1-14 and 1-15 of the Draft EIS.  
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A. The Project Applicant has stated that all permanent 

positions, with the exception of the foreman position, 
could be filled from qualified personnel in the local labor 
force. 
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COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PUBLIC MEETING 

HELD IN 

BOISE, IDAHO 

ON 

JULY 28, 2005 
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Letter #29 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #30 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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A. Range improvement projects to mitigate potential 

impacts to livestock grazing are outside the scope of the 
analysis of this EIS. Under the umbrella of adaptive 
management, range improvement actions could be 
considered and analyzed on a case by case basis Use of 
the Dale Pierce Allotment to off-set temporary impacts to 
livestock grazing during project construction is a good 
idea and will be considered in the preparation of the 
Final EIS.  

 
B. There is little scientific data that would define impacts to 

wildlife species from large wind projects in shrub-steppe 
habitat. Therefore, the analysis in the Draft EIS is 
sometimes based on possible worst case scenarios 
derived from data collected on-site and available data 
from operating wind power projects. 
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Letter #32 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Potential impacts from the Proposed Project to property 

values are discussed in the Draft EIS in Section 4.9 
(Pages 4-43 through 4-56). Potential impacts from the 
Proposed Project to visual resources and views for the 
residents of the area are discussed in the Draft EIS in 
Section 4.13, (Pages 4-56 through 4-64).  

 
B. The majority of the Proposed Project roads will be 

located along the top of the Cotterel Mountain ridgeline 
and will not be visible from most viewpoints of the 
mountain. Road cuts will be revegetated following 
project construction. See Appendix C (Page C-9 through 
C-10) of the Draft EIS.  

 
C. Units 202, 220, 243, 244 and 245 are BLM Scenic 

Quality Rating Units (SQRUs). See Section 3.9 (Page 3-
95) of the Draft EIS. Figure 3.9-1 on page 3-96 of the 
Draft EIS has been revised in the Final EIS to show the 
boundaries of the SQRUs. 
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Letter #32 (continued) 

 

 
 
D. Page 4-49 of the Draft EIS states “…if a visual impact 

were to occur as a result of this Proposed Project, 
resulting decreases in property values would not 
necessarily occur.” The commentor does not address the 
adequacy of the Draft EIS and therefore further response 
is not provided in this document.  

 
E. A Key Observation Point (KOP) was established at the 

Marsh Creek Event Center and the Visual Resource 
Contrast Rating Method was applied to the viewshed 
from this location. The results of the Visual Resource 
Contrast Rating are analyzed in the Final EIS. 

 
F. The ROW application that BLM received from 

Windland, Inc., was for a wind energy development on 
Cotterel Mountain. Alternative sites or alternative energy 
sources were not identified in the application. Identifying 
potential wind energy development sites or other energy 
sources other than that identified in Windland’s 
application is therefore outside the scope of this EIS. 
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Letter #33 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Monitoring to determine changing environmental 

conditions as compared to baseline survey information is 
described in Section 2.5.4 of the Draft EIS (Page 2-33) 
and in Appendix D. A detailed on-site monitoring 
protocol will be developed and included as a section of 
the Project Plan of Development. Further, additional 
monitoring protocols will be developed by the technical 
steering committee that will be formed as described in 
Section 2.5.4 of the Draft EIS (Page 2-36). 

 
B. The fatality monitoring protocol outlined in the Draft EIS 

is consistent with the fatality monitoring methods 
conducted at other operational wind power projects 
located in Oregon and Washington. To allow the results 
of the fatality monitoring to be comparable to the 
findings at other wind power projects BLM feels that the 
fatality monitoring protocol as outlined in the Draft EIS 
is appropriate.  
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Letter #33(continued) 

 

 
 
 
 
C. During fatality monitoring, information on species 

composition would be recorded when possible. The 
fatality monitoring protocol defined in the Final EIS has 
been modified to address this issue.  
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Letter #34 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #35 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #36 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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Letter #37 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
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A. A copy of the requested document was sent to WWP on 

August 23, 2005.  
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Letter #39 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your comment. We appreciate your 
involvement in the NEPA process and the time which you 
contributed. Your comment was considered in preparation of 
the final environmental impact statement. Because your 
comments do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIS 
further response is not provided.  
 




