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Abstract The Big Lost/Pahsimeroi Wilderness Environmental Impact

Statement analyzes three Idaho Wilderness Study Areas WSA5 two in

the Idaho Falls District and one in the Salmon District to determine

resource impacts which could result from designation or nondesigna
tion of these WSAs as wilderness WSAs 3114 Appendicitis Hill
21900 acres 3117 White Knob Mountains 9950 acres and 4512
Burnt Creek 24980 acres are recommended as nnnsuuitable for wilder
ness designation
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SUMMARY

This Environmental Impact Statement EIS analyzes the impacts resul

ting from designating or not designating three Wilderness Study Areas

WSA5 as wilderness The proposed action recommends nonwilderness

designation for all three WSAs including WSA 3114 Appendicitis Hill

21900 acres WSA 3117 White Knob Mountains 9950 acres and WSA

4512 Burnt Creek 24980 acres

The Proposed Action in the Draft EIS was the result of land use deci
sions made in the Big Lost MFP for Appendicitis Hill and White Knob

Mountains and the EllisPahsimeroi MFP for Burnt Creek The Proposed

Action in this Final EIS FEIS differs from that in the DEIS The DEIS

recommended 8300 acres of Burnt Creek for wilderness designation The

FEIS Proposed Action recommends this acreage for nonwilderness uses
Therefore if the Proposed Action in this ETS is accepted by Congress
this document will also serve as part of the amendment process concern
ing the Burnt Creek WSA recommendation in the EllisPahsimeroi MFP

Alternatives considered for each of the WSAs were No Wilderness No

Action Partial Wilderness and All Wilderness The No Action and No

Wilderness Alternatives are combined because there is no measurable dif
ference between the possible impacts of either Partial Wilderness

Alternative for the White Knob Mountains WSA was not analyzed further

because size adjustments would not significantly improve manageability

balance resource uses or reduce conflicts

The significant environmental issues developed in the study process

common to all WSA5 were impacts on wilderness values impacts on

the development of energy and mineral resources and impacts on rec
reational offroad vehicle use Two other issues were identified which

concerned only the Appendicitis Hill WSA These were impacts on

mule deer winter range and impacts on timber management Livestock

grazing which is recognized by Congress as an acceptable activity within

wilderness areas would continue under existing plans Subject to valid

existing rights present law would withdraw any designated wilderness

from appropriation under the mining laws effective the date of designa
tion
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