WHITE KNOB MOUNTAINS

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

All 9,950 acres of the White Knob Mountains WSA would be recommended
for nonwilderness (Map 5). The lands would be open for multiple use man-
agement and development.

Livestock and Range Actions

The WSA would continue to provide 852 AUMs for livestock use. Pro-
jections beyond existing planning estimates (beyond the 15 to 20 year
planning cycle) indicate that it is reasonable to expect that 852 AUMs

would be maintained in the future.

Maintenance would continue on 5 spring developments and watering
troughs. New range improvements consisting of 880 acres of sagebrush
control, two miles of pipeline with one spring development and one
trough, and eleven stock watering ponds are planned. Projections beyond
existing planning estimates would not change maintenance activities or
call for construction of additional livestock or range facilities.

Energy and Mineral Resource Actions

It is assumed that three existing lode mining claims along the WSA's
eastern boundary would be explored, resulting in one mile of new road and
60 acres of surface disturbance. One gravel pit along the WSA's south-
western boundary would continue to be used as a gravel source for country
road maintenance. This would result in five acres of surface disturbance.

Further, it is assumed that there would be one exploratory oil and
gas well drilled in Schoolhouse Canyon. In support of this well, there
would be two miles of new road constructed and 10 acres of surface dis-

turbance.
Recreation Management Actions

The entire 9,950 acres of the WSA would be open to ORV use. Recrea-
tional ORV use 1s projected to remain below 50 visitor days annually for
the next 5 to 10 years. Projections beyond the existing planning cycle
(15 to 20 years) indicate that it is reasonable to expect recreational
ORV use to increase slightly but remain below 100 visitor days annually.
Three miles of road associated with mineral development and oil and gas
drilling is expected to be constructed at some time in the future.

The entire WSA would be open for other recreation activities includ-
ing hunting, horseback riding (generally associated with hunting), camp-
ing (generally associated with hunting), photography, and sightseeing.
No recreation facilities or developed trails exist in the WSA and none
are planned. However, the three miles of road associated with oil and
gas drilling and mineral development would be used by hunters to gain
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access to the northeast portion of the WSA. Recreation use for these ac-
tivities would remain below 50 visitor days for the next ten years. Pro-
jections beyond existing planning estimates (beyond the 15 to 20 year
planning cycle) indicate that it is reasonable to expect recreation use
for these activities would increase slightly, but remain below 150 visi-
tor days annually for the foreseeable future.

All Wilderness Alternative

All 9,950 acres of the White Knob Mountains WSA would be recommended
for wilderness (Map 5).

Livestock and Range Actions
See Proposed Action.
Energy and Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights at the time of designation, all
9,950 acres of the WSA would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation
under the mining laws. No oil and gas drilling would be allowed in the
WSA, '

The three existing lode mining claims that are expected to become
active under the Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative) are consid-
ered valid existing rights. However, the BLM's Wilderness Management
Policy states that prior to commencing operations, a formal wvalidity
examination must occur to determine whether or not the claims in question
indeed held sufficlent quantity and quality of material so that a prudent
man could expect to get a reasonable return on his investment. For pur-
poses of analysis, it is assumed that such an examination would show in-
sufficient quantity and quality of material to satisfy the prudent man
concept. Thus, the claims would be deemed null and void, and no mining
development would be allowed.

Recreation Management Actions

The entire 9,950 acres of the WSA would be closed to ORV use, unless
such use would be required for maintenance of livestock facilities or
operations. The WSA would be open for other recreation activities includ-
ing hunting, horseback riding (generally associated with hunting), camp-
ing (generally associated with hunting), photography, and backpacking.
Recreation use for these activities would remain below 50 visitor days
for the next ten years. Projections beyond existing planning estimates
(beyond the 15 to 20 year planning cycle) indicate that it is reasonable
to expect recreation use to increase slightly but remain below 150 visi-
tor days annually. No recreation facilities or trails exist in the WSA
and none are planned.
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BURNT CREEK

Proposed Action (No Wilderness Alternative)

A1l 24,980 acres of this WSA would be recommended for nonwilderness
(Map 6). The lands would be open for multiple use management and develop-
ment.

Livestock and Range Actions

The WSA would continue to provide 3,034 AUMs for livestock use. Pro-
jections beyond existing planning estimates indicate that livestock use
would remain at that level for the foreseeable future. Eight miles of
fence and 5 developed springs would continue to be maintained in support
of the livestock management program. New improvements consisting of three
miles of pipeline, four troughs, seven reservoirs, and 10 miles of fence
are planned. Projections beyond existing planning estimates indicate no
change in maintenance activities and no additional range facilities.

Energy and Mineral Resource Actions

It is assumed that one exploratory oil and gas well would be drilled
in the Short Creek drainage. This would result in one mile of new road
being built and 10 acres of surface disturbance for the drilling equip-—
ment. While the entire WSA is open to mineral entry, no mining claims
currently exist in the area and projections beyond existing planning es-
timates indicate that no new claims would be filed in the foreseeable
future.

Recreation Management Activities

The Ellis-Pahsimeroi MFP limits ORV use in the WSA to existing roads
and trails. This designation would continue under the proposed action,
Recreational ORV use is projected to remain below 100 visitor days annu-
ally for the next 5 to 10 years. Projections beyond that point indicate
that it is reasonable to expect ORV use to increase slightly but remain
below 200 visitor days annually for at least the next 20 years. One mile
of new road associated with oil and gas drilling in the Short Creek
drainage is expected to be constructed at some time in the future.

The entire WSA would be open for other recreation activities includ-
ing hunting, horseback riding, camping, photography, fishing, hiking, and
backpacking. No recreation facilities or tralls exist in the WSA and
none are planned. However, the mile of new road assoclated with oil and
gas drilling would be used by hunters to gain access in the central por-
tion of the WSA. Recreation use for these activitles would remain below
100 visitor days for the next ten years. It is reasonable to expect
modest increases in recreation use over time, but projections beyond ex-
isting planning estimates (15 to 20 years) indicate use would remain be-
low 200 visitor days annually.
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Partial Wilderness Alternative

The Partial Wilderness Alternative recommends 8,300 acres of the
Burnt Creek WSA for wilderness and 16,680 acres for nonwilderness (see

Map 6).
Livestock and Range Actions
See Proposed Action.
Energy and Mineral Resource Actions

Subject to valid existing rights at the time of designation, the area
recommended for wilderness would be withdrawn from all forms of mineral
entry and leasing. One exploratory oil and gas well would be expected to
be drilled in the Short Creek drainage, within the area recommended non-
suitable. This would result in one mile of new road and 10 acres of sur-
face disturbance.

The area recommended nonsuitable would remain open for mineral entry
and leasing. However, no mining claims presently exist in that area and
projections indicate that none are likely to occur in the foreseeable
future, |

Recreation Management Actions

The 8,300 acres recommended for wilderness would be closed to ORV
use, once designated by Congress. On the nonsuitable 16,680 acres, ORV
use would be limited to existing roads and trails as specified in the
Ellis/Pahsimeroi MFP. Recreational ORV use in the 16,680 acres of nonwil-
derness is projected to remain at below 40 visitor days annually for the
next 5 to 10 years.

All Wilderness Alternative

The All Wilderness Alternative recommends the entire 24,980 acres of
the Burnt Creek WSA for wilderness (Map 6).

Livestock and Range Actions
See Proposed Action.
Energy and Mineral Resource Actions

All 24,980 acres of the WSA would be withdrawn from mineral entry and
leasing, subject to valid existing rights at the time of wilderness des-

ignation.
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Recreation Management Actions

The entire 24,980 acre WSA would be closed to ORV use, once the area
was designated by Congress, unless such use would be required for maint-
enance of livestock facilities or livestock operations.

The entire WSA would be open for other recreation activities includ-
ing hunting, horseback riding (generally associated with hunting activi-
ties), camping (generally associated with hunting activities), photog-
raphy and sightseeing. Recreational use for these activities would remain
below 100 visitor days for the next ten years. Projections beyond exist—
ing planning estimates (beyond the 15 to 20 year planning cycle) indicate
that it is reasonable to expect that recreational use for these activi-
ties would increase slightly, but remain below 250 visitor days annually
for the foreseeable future. No recreation facilities or developed trails
exist in the WSA and none are planned.
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