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1-1:

1-2:

1-3:

Under either the All Wilderness or Partial Wilderness Alterna-
tives, the last two miles of the Burnt Creek Road would, indeed,
be closed. This was alluded to on pages v. and 38 in the DEIS.
It is implicit in the fact that ORVs would be eliminated from the
designated wilderness portion under each alternative.

Note that the proposed action for the Burnt Creek WSA has changed
from the DEIS to this FEIS (see explanation on page 1).

We agree that development on ridges is unlikely in the near
future. We do not see any particular justification for the CIHD's
boundary. The logical conclusion to their argument would be the
All Wilderness Alternative which would protect all ridges in the
WSA. (The other six CIHD member comments in support of the CIHD
proposal also recommend the All Wilderness Alternative for the
Burnt Creek WSA.)

The road leading to Richardson Spring was identified as a road
during the wilderness inventory and forms part of the WSA's boun-
dary. Simply closing part of it does not solve all of the prob-—-
lems or difficulties with managing the area as wilderness. There
are five other vehicle access routes into the area and boundary
identification problems exist along private, State and Forest
Service land.

The BLM's resource analysis during planning for this EIS did not
identify cultural resource values which would be significantly
impacted by either designation or nondesignation of the WSA as
wilderness. Consultation with the SHPO did not reveal any sites
within the WSAs which would be eligible for nomination on the
National Register of Historic Places. For these reasons, a dis-
cussion of cultural resources was not needed nor appropriate.
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1-7:

It is probable that what you saw was indeed a Peregrine falcon,
However, it is considered to be a rare sighting and was probably
a bird in transit to more suitable habitat. Neither BLM inven-
tories nor consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
show the existence of nest sites or nesting pairs of peregrines
in the WSA.

Boundary adjustments were considered for the Appendicitis Hill
WSA in the Big Lost MFP. At that time, a decision was made not
to analyze further a boundary adjustment because of lack of man—
ageability. While this is still considered valid, because seven
of the sixteen comments suggested a partial alternative for Ap—
pendicitis Hill, the FEIS has been revised to add a new alterna-
tive for WSA 31-14 (page 7).
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1-10:

1-11:

Reference to diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation
System has been deleted from the FEIS.

Reference to opportunities for primitive recreation within a
day's driving time (5 hours) from major population centers has
been deleted from the FEIS.

Reference to balancing the geographic distribution of wilderness
has been deleted from the FEIS.

Actually, very little mountain mahogany thinning would be allowed
with the boundary suggested (the Partial Wilderness Alternative),
Controlled burning is not a feasible alternative if the desired
result is increased forage production (see pages 28, 31. and 33).
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1-12:

1-13:

See Responses 1-1 and 1-2. The Short Creek and Burnt Creek Roads
are constructed roads located outside of the WSA boundaries.

You make the argument that low ORV use in a nonwilderness trans-
lates to minimal ORV manageability problems in designated wilder-
ness. We believe that ORV use at any level would be a management
problem in designated wilderness.
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2-1:

The California RARE II EIS and this EIS are not at all similar.
The RARE II EIS attempted to analyze a large unumber of areas in
the aggregate with little attention given to specific area analy-
sis. The Big Lost-Pahsimerol EIS analyzes the impacts of speci-
fic alternatives for each WSA individually. As stated on Page 7
of the DEIS, the overall proposed action 1s a combination of pro-
posed actions for the individual WSAs. The FEIS has been exten-
sively reorganized with very little reference to an overall pro-
posed action, to more clearly show that alternatives analyzed
were formulated WSA-specific, and that there was a range of al-
ternatives for each WSA. Also, see page 8 in the FEIS for a
discussion of alternatives considered but dropped from analysis.
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