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3.3.8 Livestock Grazing 

The proposed operations are in the Split Hoof Allotment, which is permitted for grazing by 
cattle (Figure 3.3-15). The allotment contains 9,263 acres, of which 8,415 acres are on public 
lands and 848 acres on State lands, and provides a total of 187 Animal Unit Months (AUMs). 
One AUM is the amount of forage necessary to sustain 1 cow-calf unit for 1 month, which is 
approximately 800 pounds of forage. Grazing of cattle on the allotment is allowed from May 
16 to June 15 each year. Currently, 183 cattle are allowed to graze during that period. The 
grazing permit for the Split Hoof Allotment was renewed for a 10-year term from March 1, 
2002 through February 28, 2012. However, no grazing has occurred in the allotment since it 
was transferred to Bald Mountain Cattle in 2000. The East Fork Salmon River Bench area 
associated with the quarry site does not lend itself to being grazed by cattle due to its small 
size, lack of adjacent livestock watering areas, steep slope, and lack of access (USDI-BLM 
1987). The East Fork Salmon River Bench ACEC/RNA is closed to livestock grazing. 
 
The range condition in the Split Hoof Allotment was evaluated as part of the Challis 
Proposed RMP and Final EIS (USDI-BLM 1998, p. 647), and was described as having 2,759 
acres in poor condition, 5,153 in fair condition, and 503 acres as unclassified. The condition 
of the quarry site is not classified, but forage production in this area is considered low. Based 
on recent field visits, it is estimated that it takes 12 to 15 acres of land for 1 AUM in this 
allotment (Morgan 2006).  
 
3.3.9 Special Designations 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Wild and Scenic River designations are made under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Public 
Law 90-542, as amended) to preserve the character of rivers possessing outstandingly, 
remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar 
values. The East Fork Salmon River and Salmon River were both found eligible for further 
study for possible inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic River System during the 1993 
Wild and Scenic River studies (see Section 1.8). The mining operation existed at the time of 
these studies, and most of the proposed operations are visible from the Salmon River 
corridor. Very little of the operations are visible from the East Fork Salmon River corridor. 
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Figure 3.3-15. Grazing AllotmentLegend
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The Challis RMP requires that public land uses within such corridors will be managed to (1) 
maintain the level of development that resulted in the river segment’s tentative 
classifications, (2) ensure non-degradation of outstandingly remarkable values, and (3) 
maintain free-flowing characteristics. The tentative classification for the East Fork Salmon 
River (segment EF-01a) is recreational, and the outstandingly remarkable values are scenic, 
recreational and fisheries. The tentative classification for the Salmon River (segment MS-01) 
is recreational, and the outstandingly remarkable values are recreational, fisheries and 
geological. A recreational classification identifies those rivers or sections of rivers that are 
readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have some development along their 
shorelines, and that may have undergone some impoundment or diversion in the past (Section 
2(b), Public Law 90-542). The RMP specifies that a plan of operations will be required for 
any mineral activity exceeding casual use in areas designated for potential addition to the 
Wild and Scenic River System (USDI-BLM 1999, p.88). 
 
It is assumed that the values associated with both the Main and East Fork Salmon river 
corridors will be protected until a coordinated river study with the State of Idaho and with the 
U.S. Forest Service is completed. Until the suitability study is completed, both river 
segments will remain classified under the recreational classification as suitable for further 
study for possible inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  
 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern/Research Natural Areas  

The Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) designation was made to protect 
natural systems at the site under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (43 USC 1701 et seq.), which defines ACECs as areas within the public lands where 
special management attention is required to protect and prevent irreparable damage to 
important historic, cultural, or scenic values; fish and wildlife resources or other natural 
systems or processes; or to protect life and safety from natural hazards. Federal regulations 
require a Plan of Operations for all activities authorized under the General Mining Laws of 
the United States (43 CFR 3809.11). 
  
Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are established and maintained for the primary purpose of 
research and education because the land has one or more of the following characteristics: a 
typical representation of a common plant or animal association; a threatened or endangered 
plant or animal species; a typical representation of common geologic, soil, or water features; 
or outstanding or unusual geologic, soil, or water features. Federal regulations state that the 
use of RNAs shall be nondestructive and consistent with the purposes for which RNAs were 
established (43 CFR 8223). 
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Located immediately south of the Proposed Project Area is the East Fork Salmon River 
Bench ACEC/RNA (Figure 3.3-16). The East Fork Salmon River Bench RNA designation 
was made to protect remnant vegetation associated with the bench in a relatively pristine 
condition. The ACEC designation is based on the historic absence of livestock grazing in the 
area, which has resulted in a plant community in near reference conditions. Approximately 4 
acres of Pit 1 extends into the ACEC/RNA as a result of past mining activities.  
 
The East Fork Salmon River Bench ACEC/RNA supports a sagebrush/steppe vegetation 
type, which is classified as Wyoming big sagebrush/bluebunch wheatgrass. The community 
occurs on the upper, middle, and toe slopes of quartzite talus slopes and cliffs. The portion of 
the ACEC/RNA in the Proposed Project Area and immediate vicinity supports sagebrush on 
river terraces and basins bordering the East Fork Salmon River. This plant community is 
topographically isolated from routine domestic ungulate grazing by cliff bands and by the 
East Fork Salmon River. Thus, the area serves as a relatively “pre-grazed condition” 
reference area against which to make comparisons with similar, but grazed plant 
communities. The ACEC/RNA designations were made to protect these vegetation values 
(USDI-BLM 1999, p. 34). The site was originally designated as an ACEC in the Salmon 
District Final Plan Amendment and Environmental Assessment for RNA/ACEC, September 
1987 and most recently recorded as an ACEC/RNA in the Challis Resource Area RMP 
(USDI-BLM 1999, p. 34). The RMP identifies four management items regarding the 
ACEC/RNA: 
 

1. Retain designation of 78 acres as an ACEC/RNA, 
2. Continue to close the area to livestock grazing, 
3. Monitor plant communities, and 
4. Close the ACEC/RNA to motorized vehicle use. 

 
As discussed in Section 1.7.1, mining occurred in Pit 1 on approximately 4 acres of the East 
Fork Salmon River Bench ACEC/RNA in the past and a road was built and subsequently 
reclaimed (reseeded and treated for weeds). However, these actions did not degrade the 
integrity of the vegetation associated with the bench. Some rockfall into the ACEC/RNA 
from past mining still exists, but current operations maintain a buffer to prevent further 
rockfall into this area. The ACEC/RNA continues to be closed to livestock grazing and 
motorized vehicle use and plant communities are monitored intermittently.  
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Figure 3.3-16. East Fork Salmon River Bench ACEC/RNA
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