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reliability, or completeness of these data for
individual use or aggregate use with other
data is not guaranteed.
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From Highway 75, drive 1.9 miles SW on the Malm Gulch Road (4-wheel drive) to the designated parking area.
|| From there, hike approximately 3/4 mile along the old road bed to the first interpretive sign, then follow the drainage

J to the south for 1/4 mile. Finally, turn up the first drainage on your right (heading west) and hike the remaining 1/4 mile
to a second interpretive sign and the petrified trees.
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Fifty million years ago, this area of Idaho was much
different. The climate here was cool and wet much like
the Coast Range. Giant sequoia forests covered rugged,
hilly highlands. Ferns blanketed the forest floor. The
Salmon River flowed south from here to the Snake
River Plain.

Volcanism started in this area 51 million years ago
from a variety of vents and continued until about 40
million years ago. Flows and tuffs cover almost 1,900
square miles of east-central and south-central Idaho
and are up to 10,000 feet thick.

Twin Peaks caldera, west of Challis, is roughly 12.5
miles in diameter and is the major source for the
volcanic ash in Malm Gulch. During its eruption, ash
fell from the sky and flowed on to the existing rugged
highlands of Precambrian and Paleozoic sedimentary

rocks. It engulfed and petrified the sequoia forest here.

Fences were installed in the 1970s to protect the last
examples of an ancient, petrified sequoia forest. Please
enjoy these last remnants, but do not take them. Leave
them where they stand so that others can appreciate
them. Thank you.
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