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In May, the Jackson Field Office partnered with 
Jupiter High Schoolôs Environmental Research 
and Field Studies Academy to conduct a fantas-
tic Take It Outside project.  Approximately 50 
students partici-
pated in the 
event; studying 
water quality, 
sediment and 
flow, and species 
diversity at the 
wetlands located 
at the Jupiter 
Inlet Lighthouse 
Outstanding 
Natural Area.  
Students received 
hands-on training 
on how to conduct water quality studies and spe-
cies diversity studies. 

The students used a hydro-lab to test the water 
quality.  There were eight different aspects  they 
looked for: quality, depth, temperature, conduc-
tivity, dissolved oxygen, the percent of dissolved  
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oxygen,  salinity, and Ph levels.  At the end of 
their observations the students prepared 
charts to show their findings.   They found 
their readings stayed  within normal ranges.  

This information has been 
turned over to BLM employees 
currently working on the draft 
planning document for the 
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Out-
standing Natural Area.  Some 
of the data will be useful in 
determining the next steps for 
possibly increasing water flow 
throughout the wetlands.  

Students also conducted fish 
studies to determine the diver-
sity of species living in the wet-

lands.  The fish studies were evaluated by tem-
poral and tidal cycles.  The students would 
drag large fish nets along the wetlands to de-
termine what species inhabited the area.   
 
                                               ...Continued on page 9 

Students from Jupiter High School, dragged a net to check 
for fish species diversity in the BLM wetlands at the Jupiter 

Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding Natural Area 
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