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2 March 2010

U.S. Department of the [nterior
Bureau of Land Management
Eastern States Office

7450 Boston Boulevard
Springfieid, VA 22153

Attn: Juan Palma

Via FAX 703-440-1701

RE: Protest for March 18, 2010, West Virginia BLM Competitive Oil & Gas
l.ease Saie .

Specific Protest to Parcel Numbers: ES-080-03/10 WVES 56279 ACQ aund
ES-081-03/10 WVES 56280 ACQ *(WVES 35214)

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept the following protest on behalf of The Mountain Institute,
Appalachia Program, pursuant to the Bureau of Land Management's (referred
o In the remaining document as "BLM™) oil and gas [ease sale offerings of
certain parcels within the Monongahela National Forest in West Virginia,
scheduled to be offered at the March 18, 2010 BLM Competitive Ol and Gas
Lease Sale. The Mountain Institute (referred to in the remaining document as
“TMI) specifically protests the individual parcels identified above for the
following reasons, with detailed discussion of these reasons further in the
document:

»  The proposed parcels of sale are located within and in close proximity to
TMI's program operating area near the Spruce Kneb Mountain Center, Gas
drilling operations would disrupt our educational programming, create &
significant hazard on the roads with approaching school buses, and degrade the
wilderness character of the high-elevation landscape on Spruce Mountain.

»  The Monongahela National Forest Plan has not been updated for
horizontal drithing and hydro-fracturing and there are currently no state or
federal regulations in place for these practices. TM! feels that opening these
areas to drilling would unreasenably risk long-term damage to the forest,
headwater streams, and freshwater drinking supplies in favor of immediate
resource development,

. The BLM and the U.S. Forest Service consider areas within and
surrounding these tease parcels to be of high value to the outdoor recreation
industry, which includes hunting, fishing, tourism, local communities, and the
state of West Virginia. The BLLM should not offer these lease parcels for sale
unul a full economic and environmental impact analysis is completed that
addresses these impacts,







