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THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

Friends ol Blackwater Canvon

September 10, 2008

via FACSIMILE: 703-440-1551
Bureau of Land Management
Eastern States

7450 Boston Boulevard
Springfield, VA 22153

Re: Protest of Burean of Land Management's Notice of Competitive Oil and Gas
1.eaat Sale Coneerning Parcel(s) in Pendleton County, West Virginia

Dear BLM,
The Wilderness Society (TWS) and the Friends of Blackwater (FOD) hereby protest the
agency's planned offering of parcel ES-087-09/08 (WVES 55509 ACQ) at the September 25,

2008 Jease sale in accordance with 43 CF.R, § 3120.1-3.

THE PROTESTING PARTIES AND THEIR INTERESTS
The Wilderness Society and the Friends of Blackwater, and many of our individual
members, have a long-standing, well-documented involvement in public lands issues, the

Monongahela National Forest (MNF) and the Roaring Plains area in particular. Our
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organizations and members have provided numerous written comments on issues specific to the
Roaring Maing area, ingluding the Forest Servica's inventory and evalusbion of the wilderness
qualities of the Roaring Plains area through the various roadless reviews and the wilderness
evaluation for the 2006 Revised Land Management Plan (Forest Plan). We have also submitted
camments on related matters that apply to the ares, including the Monongahela NF Land
Management Plan and Favirmmental Impact Statement (LMP/EIS). In addition, we have
submitied specific proposals depicting the wilderness character of Roaring Plains and the need
for its protection throughout these processes.

The Wilderness Society (“TWS"), founded In 1935, works 10 protect America's
wilderness and wildlife and to develop a nationwide network of wild lands through publie
education, sclentiliv aualysis aund advocacy. Ow goul is lu cosure thal Mwre generadons will
enjny the clean air and water, wildlife, beauty and opportunities for recreation and renewal that
pristine forests, rivers, desens and mountains provide. TWS has over 800 West Virginia
members and more than 310,000 members and supporters nationwide. Our members have a
long-established history of invalvement and interest in the protection and management of public
lands in West Virginia, particularly in potential wildemess arcas, and arc cspecially concerned
about the impacis of mineral leasing and development on West Virginia®s wildlands. TW'S was
Instrumental in advocating for and achieving the passage of the Wildemess Act ot 1964 (and in
the desipnatinn nf miltiang of acres of wilderneee acroee the nation cince then) and has a
continuing interest in ensuring the protection of wildemness quality lands under the jurisdiction of
the Forest Service. TWS members use the disputed lease lands for hunting, fishing, hiking,
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backpacking, photography, wildlife viewing, and other recreational, aesthetic, and educational
porposes. TWS io aloo o momber of the Wesl Viiguua Wildemicss Coalition. In aamnon, 1w
has a long standing interest in th. West Virginia northern flying squirrel, Clauesiniys salwiuus
fuscus, whose habitat occurs on these parcels. TWS has participated in the recent delisting
process for the flying squirrel, filing comments at every stage of the Fish and Wildlife Service
process.

Friends of Blackwater (FOB) is a not-for-profit West Virginia membership organization
devnted 1n preserving wildemess and wildlife; protecting Weot Virginia'o forests, parks, rivers,
wild lands, unique habitats and endangered species; and fostering a West Virginia land
preservation ethic, FOB has over 9,500 members and supporters. FOB has a longstanding
irterest in the Roaring Plains area and submitted comments urging its designation us wilderness
in the Monongahela NF Forest Plan revision process. FOB also has a Jong-standing interest in
the West Virginia northern flying squirrel, Glaucomys sabrinus fuscus. FOB has supported
studies of the flying squirrel; staff of FOB has communicated with scientists from a number of
states and Canada on the squirre!'s natural history and status and collected a large library of

information of this squirrel.

STATEMENT OF REASONS
This proposed lease parcel (consisting of 6 tracts) is located entively on lands within the
Roaring Plains area that the Forest Service (FS) identified and has officially recognized as

having wilderness character. These lands also contain populations of and habitat for imperiled
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gpecies, including the listed Cheat Mountain salamander and the soon to be delisted West
Virginia northem flying squirrel. Exploration and development on the proposed lease would
threaten significant harm to the wilderness character of these lands, the sensitive species that
reside there, and other resources,

Were the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to offer this l=ases for sale, the agency
would violate the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 er veg. ("NEPA"), the
National Forest Management Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1600 ¢r seq. ("NFMA™"), and the Endangered
Species Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 er seq. (“ESA™), because the BLM and the FS have failed to,
inter alia; (1) adequately analyze the threat of harm to the wilderness character, sensitive
species, and other resources found on these lands and consider alternatives that would prevent
snme ot all of these harms; (2) analyze and taks measures to provent harm to these resourees;
and (3) consult under Section 7 of the ESA with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service ("FWS")
regarding these leases. Accordingly, BLM shquld withdraw these lease parcels from sale until

the agency hns fully complicd with the aforementioned laws.

1. The BLM und FE Will Vislate NEPA If They Offcs This Lease Fur Sule.

Tt is the official position of the Departments of Interior and Agriculture, which positions
comport with federal caselaw, that the BLM and the F§ must fully analyze the impacts arising
from oil and gas exploration and development on leascs before leasing. See, e.g., Southem Utah

Wildermess Alliance, 159 IBLA 220, 240-43 (2003); Pennaco Energy, Inc. v. US. Dep 't of the






