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March 10, 2010

Mr. Juan Palina

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureww of Land Management
Eastern States Office

7430 Boston Boulevard
Springficld, VA 22153

Via FAX 703-440-1701

RE: Protest for March 18, 2010, West Virginia BLM Compemwc Oil & Gas
l.ease Sale

Dear Mr. Palma,

Please aceept the following protest on behall of The National Wildlife
Federation Chesapeake Mid-Atlantic Regional Center (referred to in the
rermaining docurnent as “NWF") pursuant to the Burcau of Land
Management's (treferred to in the remaining document as "BLM") oil und gas
lcase sale offerings within the Movongehela National Forest in West Vivginia,
scheduled to be offered at the Macch 18, 2010 BI.M Competitive Ol and Gas
Lease Sele,

» Currently, no state or federal regulations cxist for horizontal dritling

_ and hydro-fracturing. In addition, the Monongahela National Forest
Ameritans Management plan has not been updated to address these potentially
damaging practices. Without specific regulotions and provisions in place
for drilling and hydro-fracturing, NWF fuels that opening arcas within the
Forest to drilling would unreasonably risk Jong-term damage to the fovest,
‘our children's hcadwater streams, and wildlife as well as (o freshwater drinking supplies
in favor of immediate resource development.

lnsplthE;

to. protect
wlidiite for

future,

s The NEPA process for the 2006 Monongahela National Forest
Management Plan was conducted at 2 broad lendscape scale.
Approval of site-specific actions would be at project level, and
decision-making must comply with NEPA procedutes and be
consistent with the Forest Plan, Thus, the mitention is that more
specific NEPA processes would be conducted 23 land management
activitics were proposed. It does not appear that a more specific
NEPA process has been initiated for this sale of these parcels,
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