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To ES_ eadowood s.blm.gov
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bee

SUbject eado ood - June 28, at 7:00
e

lam,

I se the eado 00 tra Is or running an Eam' y hik 9 as do ny 0
my neighbors. As for the barn and horses we ha ooked into lessons
for my kids but the cost was prohibitive t 0 dollars a session for
each child. i m sure i am not alone in his ssesement. I believe the

tables would get more use from t e publ'c an genera e or revenue
if t e p ~ce for essone was C t in h If. Use volunteers to ss'st one
p id employee in conducting group lessons and run these frequently.
Obtaining free dvert'sement and publicity should not be difficult if
these changes were made.

On another note, I suppor
meadowwood to Poh1ck.

he p an to connect the rai sys em of

Best Regards,

Brendan B uestein
son eck Resident

.--------- Forwarded mes age ---------­
From: Peter Weyland
Date: Wed, 22 Jun 2011 1 :37:13 -0400
Subject: ( CAl Public eet"ng - eado'oo - June 28, a 7:00 p.m
the ure Hil Go f Course
To: mnca@listserve.com

mnca

U.S. Depar ment of the Interior. Burea of
80S on
Blvd. • Springfield, VA

d anageme t 7 50

OTlCE of PUB IC G
Meadowood Special Recreation Managem at Are

Golf Course
22079.

7:00 p.m. local i e, a the Laurel ail
t 8701 L urel Crest Dr., Lorton, V1rgini

LORTO , VA - The Lower Potomac Field Station has scheduled a public
scoping
meeting to sh re info tio abo t e curre cond! on poten
future options of the equestrian st bles ocated at he ~eadowood

Speci I
Recre tion Man gement Area (SRMA) in Lor on, Virginia. The meeting
ill be

he 0 June 28, a
Clubhouse loc ted

The meeting will begin with a
discussion of options for he
question an a swer p riod.
but
it is important to collect as

brief overview of the condition and short
3 -ye r-old barn, followed by a short
a decis'oos will be made this meet'og

w'de a variety of the public'S views nd
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Subject Comments on the subject of the horse bam

To 'h m itm m:

PI na h d n th ubj t 0 lh h am l Me~ad()w()od.

, mu h and all Lh

S t ct db the Catalog/lejor Pllllalluvopy
as "011 o/tn be t small chanties in til Washm ton, DC. re ion H
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quarry. ll1ere. you can find thriving populations of broomsedge (Alldropogon virginiclu), little
bluestcm (Schi=ach)'rium scoparium). purple lovegrass (Eragroslis spectabills). deertongue
(Drcltallilte/ium clandeslillum) , tapered rosette grass (D. acumrnalUm), two nlltive-and
increasingly rnre-Ie!tpedezas (Lespedeza procumbellS and L. repens), various goldenrod species
(Solidago spp.). and M.BJ) Innd goldenaster (Chr}'sopsis mariana). (Despite the name of the laner
species, we're proud to have it here!) Although most ofLhese plants are scill fairly common in
our region. there l1l'e fewer and fewer places where )OU can see entire assemblages like this.
This liule spot is also home to a big colony of nati ... e ground-nesting -solilar) bees:' which are
imponant native pollinators. (Solimry bees are bees that do not li..,c in hives),

I mention these things just as a reminder. As every Meado'\'ood regular knows, the property's
stalf is tiny. and its re pon ibilities are enonnous. Safeguarding Meado,\-ood's natural assets­
stabilizing erosion, reducing the unnaturally high deer population, controlling invasive alien
plants, creaLing Lrails that let visitors se..: me property without damaging it. conserving and
reslOring native plant communities-in my opinion, these are the tnsks that are likely to make
the biggest difference to the property. and to Meadowoocfs extendL"CI community of supponers.
over the long term.

Clearly, Meadowood's horse boarders have a legitimate claim on the staffand the facility-and
it's in c\'eryone's interest that this claim be respected. It's certlinly in our interest; it's \\'onderful
just to ,\-alch the horses, and many of our volunteers 10\lc having them around, and enjoy talking
10 lheir owners about them. I am myself especially fond of thal progrom that gi\'es those young
people a chance to ride (I regret having forgotten the progmm's name!)

But legitimate interest is not exclusive interest, and there lire downsides associated with ha\ling
so many horses on the propert)-for example: increased erosion, nutrient pollution (or the
expense of preventing it), and the need to maintain large areas in exotic pasture grasses, which
offt.:r little habitat value for native plants and nnimals, As always in a mlllli-use conLext, it's
necessary to try to strike a balance, and there's no guarantee thaL yesterday's solution will
remain the best policy forever. In this context, reducing the number of stu lis available to horse
boarders i hardly suggestive of some sort of anLi-equine agenda on the part of the statT.
Besides, anyone who actually knows the people involved will know lhallhey have no such
prejudice.

Personally, 1 believe thai Meadowood should retain some characteristics of the farm that the
property once was. But I hope that the people engaged in the horse-barn debate will adopt a
perspective familiar to mllny good farmers. Like a good farmer, we should respect the land,
manage for the \\'hole. and think long term.

Thanks for reading my note

t;frig~~j
President
Earth Sangh.
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The Therapeutic riding program, as well as the regular lesson program, are open to
the public and should continue. A much smaller barn could be planned and
designed for that purpose only, well within the current budget.

In the current economical situation that our country and government is in, where
every opportuniry to cut expenses is a goal for survival, building a new equine
facility for some 20 individuals would make nice headlines.

1sure hope that the local, state and federal officials that let themselves get
involved in this situation would take the time to read the results from the two
inspections and make decisions accordingly. This is not the time to think about
re-election or the favor of a few citizens. Our country can use every penny they
can get to stay solvent. Do what is right please.

Social media has become a very powerful tool. It was able to bring about
government change in a country like Egypt. It can also be used to spread
misinformation. I have been reading several e-Mails that were sent, in the social
media, as a petition and would like to uncover some of the misinformation that is
being spread around by some individuals.

Misinformation I.
BLM has $250,000 in maintenance funds that was raised from boarding fees.

BLM is not getting any money from current boarders, in fact they are paying the
contractor to operate the facility. In other words they are using my tax dollars and
paying a contractor to take care of a facility that houses horses for 20 individuals,
whom by choice own a horse. It is not the federal government's responsibility to
do this. The fees paid to BLM over the past ten years would not amount to 10% of
the number that is being falsely mentioned.

Misinformation 2.
Boarders are contributing $1 million per year to the local economy.

This would calculate to $50,000 per horse. Boarders that are spending any money
other than coffee, apples, carrots and a lunch here and there, are people that reside
near the barn and would spend that kind of money anyway.
Money spent on veterinarian services, farrier services and equipment such as horse
lack, does not SlaY in Lorton. The vet services are from Haymarket, horse
surgeries are being done at Morven Park in Leesburg. Most of the lack and horse
supplies are being purchased at Dover in Centerville or other proper lack shops in

•



the Middelburg area. ot Booths, the local lack shop with no more than 50 horse
related items. It is not the favorite place to shop for supplies other than grain.
Individuals that say they are financially able to spend that kind of money on a
hobby should do so pri\ately and keep the federal government out of it.

BLM officials would most probably like to get this sit'ltation resolved sooner than
later. They were not hired by the Federal government to spend countless hours to
listen and resolve the problems of 10 people. The private sector would like for the
current boarders to come and fill the stalls in their small, locally owned boarding
businesses.

Keep Meadowood special rccreation area opcn TO THE PUBLIC. GET RID OF
PRIVATE BOARDING.

Thanks.
WG

- --'I












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































