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Subject Fwd: [MNCA] Public Meeting - Meadowood - June 28, at 7:00
p.m @ the Laurel Hill Golf Course

Ma'am,

I use the meadowood trails for running and family hikes as do many of
my neighbors. As for the barn and horses we had looked into lessons
for my kids but the cost was prohibitive at 40 dollars a session for
each child. i am sure i am not alone in this assessment. I believe the
stables would get more use from the public and generate more revenue
if the price for lessons was cut in half. Use volunteers to assist one
paid employee in conducting group lessons and run these frequently.
Obtaining free advertisement and publicity should not be difficult if
these changes were made. |

On another note, I support the plan to connect the trail system of
meadowwood to Pohick.

Best Regards,

Brendon Bluestein

Mason Neck Resident

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Peter Weyland

Date: Wed, 22 Jun 2011 14:37:13 -0400

Subject: [MNCA] Public Meeting - Meadowood - June 28, at 7:00 p.m @
the Laurel Hill Golf Course

To: mnca@listserve.com

mnca

U.S. Department of the Interior e Bureau of Land Management e 7450
Boston
Blvd., o Springfield, VA |

NOTICE of PUBLIC MEETING
Meadowood Special Recreation Management Area

LORTON, VA - The Lower Potomac Field Station has scheduled a public
scoping

meeting to share information about the current condition and potential
future options of the equestrian stables located at the Meadowood
Special

Recreation Management Area (SRMA) in Lorton, Virginia. The meeting

will be

held on June 28, at 7:00 p.m. local time, at the Laurel Hill Golf Course
Clubhouse located at 8701 Laurel Crest Dr., Lorton, Virginia 22079.

The meeting will begin with a brief overview of the condition and short
discussion of options for the 34-year-old barn, followed by a short
question and answer period. No decisions will be made at this meeting

but
it is important to collect as wide a variety of the public’s views and




Chris Bright To ES_Meadowood@es.bim.gov

06/27/2011 10:19 AM
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Subject Comments on the subject of the horse barn

To whom it may concern:
Please find attached a letter on the subject of the horse barn at Meadowood.

Thanks very much and all the best,
Chris

Chris Bright
President
Earth Sangha

chright@earthsangha org
earthsangha.org
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Selected by the Catalogue for Philanthropy
as "one of the best small charities in the Washington, DC, region.”

Earth Sangha letter BLM 062711, pdf




EARTH SANGHA

June 27, 2011
To whom it may concern:

I am writing in response to the recent BLM announcement about the public meeting on June 28,
concerning the horse barn at the Meadowood Special Recreation Management Area.

I am president of the Earth Sangha, a small environmental organization based in Fairfax County
and devoted to ecological restoration. Nearly all of our local work involves the management of
vegetation on public lands, and nearly all of it is done by volunteers—usually more than 500 of
them per year. On an annual basis, our volunteers usually invest over 10,000 hours of labor on
our restoration projects in and around Fairfax County.

We have had the privilege of collaborating with BLM staff on several restoration projects at
Meadowood, beginning in 2008. Hundreds of our volunteers have worked on our Meadowood
projects, and we look forward to working with hundreds more.

I really do not have an opinion on how the Meadowood horse barn ought to be designed. I like
horses, but [ know very little about them. [ have, however, followed the horse barn controversy
from a distance, and ['m writing now because [ have grown increasingly uneasy about what [
perceive as a lack of balance and perspective in the debate itself, and perhaps especially in the
way that it has been covered in the local press.

Meadowood is a multi-use property, and much of what is valuable about the property, at least
from my perspective, has little if anything to do with horses.

For example, Meadowood has been designated by BirdLife International as an “Important Bird
Area,” which means that it contains substantial habitat for migratory or biome-restricted bird
species. | gather that Meadowood’s songbird species-count has increased since the BLM took
ownership of the property.

Another example: Meadowood’s magnificent forests appear to contain at least one true vernal
pool. Vernal pools are unusual habitats; they flood during the wetter times of the year and dry
out in the summer. Vernal pools are important amphibian habitat, and there are fewer and fewer
of them left in our region. At Meadowood’s pool, we have seen the egg-masses of the spotted
salamander (Ambystoma maculatum); vernal pools in mature deciduous forest are prime habitat
for this species. As development in our region proceeds, Meadowood is likely to become
increasingly valuable as a refuge for such habitat specialists.

Just one more example, closer to our own line of work: Meadowood contains, albeit in
somewhat degraded form, several distinctive and very interesting native plant communities. One
of our favorites is the meadow / grassland assemblage near and around the property’s old gravel
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quarry. There, you can find thriving populations of broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus), little
bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), purple lovegrass (Eragrostis spectabilis), deertongue
(Dichanthelium clandestinum) , tapered rosette grass (D. acuminatum), two native—and
increasingly rare—lespedezas (Lespedeza procumbens and L. repens), various goldenrod species
(Solidago spp.), and Maryland goldenaster (Chrysopsis mariana). (Despite the name of the latter
species, we're proud to have it here!) Although most of these plants are still fairly common in
our region, there are fewer and fewer places where you can sce entire assemblages like this.
This little spot is also home to a big colony of native ground-nesting “solitary bees,” which are
important native pollinators. (Solitary bees are bees that do not live in hives).

| mention these things just as a reminder. As every Meadowood regular knows, the property’s
staff is tiny, and its responsibilities are enormous. Safeguarding Meadowood’s natural assets—
stabilizing erosion, reducing the unnaturally high deer population, controlling invasive alien
plants, creating trails that let visitors see the property without damaging it, conserving and
restoring native plant communities—in my opinion, these are the tasks that are likely to make
the biggest difference to the property, and to Meadowood’s extended community of supporters,
over the long term.

Clearly, Meadowood’s horse boarders have a legitimate claim on the staff and the facility—and
it’s in everyone's interest that this claim be respected. [U's certainly in our interest; it’s wonderful
just to watch the horses, and many of our volunteers love having them around, and enjoy talking
to their owners about them. I am myself especially fond of that program that gives those young
people a chance to ride. (I regret having forgotten the program’s name!)

But legitimate interest is not exclusive interest, and there are downsides associated with having
so many horses on the property—for example: increased erosion, nutrient pollution (or the
expense of preventing it), and the need to maintain large areas in exotic pasture grasses, which
offer little habitat value for native plants and animals. As always in a multi-use context, it’s
necessary to try to strike a balance, and there’s no guarantee that yesterday's solution will
remain the best policy forever. In this context, reducing the number of stalls available to horse
boarders is hardly suggestive of some sort of anti-equine agenda on the part of the staff,
Besides, anyone who actually knows the people involved will know that they have no such
prejudice.

Personally, [ believe that Meadowood should retain some characteristics of the farm that the
property once was. But | hope that the people engaged in the horse-barn debate will adopt a
perspective familiar to many good farmers. Like a good farmer, we should respect the land,
manage for the whole, and think long term.

Thanks for reading my note.

KA

C lms Bnghl
President
Earth Sangha
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bce
Subject Meadowood facility

Good morning -

[ am a horse owner who boards on the Mason Neck, although I do not board at the Meadowood
facility. I'm always interested in the BLM facility, as it impacts the horse industry and owners'
access to barns/trails/facilities in the area.

[ was under the impression that some of the past concerns about boarding horses at the BLM
property were due to cost effectiveness. In other words, it's hard to make it profitable. (and I don't
know if it's currently breaking even or in the red)

In addition to the boarding and therapeutic riding operation, sas BLM considered rent out the indoor
arena to private groups? [ know the Clifton Horse Society is sometimes looking for a location to
host horse-related clinics. Or perhaps the barn could host schooling shows, which would bring in
some money.

Just some food for thought.

Best regards,
Katie
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Subject Meadowood Stables
Hi

[ was the barn manager for the previous contractor at Meadowood for 2 years and
also the SRP holder to start and operate the lesson program at Meadowood
recreation area. These activities occurred from 2008 to 2010.

[ have 30 plus years of horse experience and built 2 barns in the past 20 years. [
also trained horses and maintained several barns in Kentucky and WV in this time.
I am a professional horse trainer and riding instructor.

Having this experience with horses in general and also a thorough base of
information about the Meadowood equine facility I feel, as a US citizen, that |
should give you my comments about the current situation at the facility.

Since the previous public meeting held on November 16, 2010, two inspections /
assessments, one by the Fairfax County Department of public works and another
by a contracted civilian; POZ environmental LLC, were done. This expense and
use of tax-payer money was called for by boarders and then required by elected
government officials. Public funds were used for this purpose and I would like
know that those demanding this be done have read the results. The results from
both these actions would lead any knowledgeable person to realize that the
current structure should be replaced. This is unless the government would like to
continue to keep an unsafe structure open to the public.

As [ understand, of the goals that BLM have, none is to operate a business in
competition with the private sector. Also the resources that BLM use must be for
operations that would benefit the public at large. Both of these two goals would be
in jeopardy. Currently there are several private citizens with open stalls available
for boarding in a 5 mile radius from Meadowood. It is not that there are no other
options for boarding, it is more that there are no other options where you can run
to local elected officials if you are not happy with the situation and rules. By only
allowing 20 boarders to have exclusive life-long boarding does not serve the
public at large. Most other federal operated facilities have a time limit for stay.
That was done, rightfully so, to prevent those that have money and influence from
being the only ones reaping benefits from tax-payer investment operations.



The Therapeutic riding program, as well as the regular lesson program, are open to
the public and should continue. A much smaller barn could be planned and
designed for that purpose only, well within the current budget.

[n the current economical situation that our country and government is in, where
every opportunity to cut expenses is a goal for survival, building a new equine
facility for some 20 individuals would make nice headlines.

[ sure hope that the local, state and federal officials that let themselves get
involved in this situation would take the time to read the results from the two
inspections and make decisions accordingly. This is not the time to think about
re-election or the favor of a few citizens. Our country can use every penny they
can get to stay solvent. Do what is right please.

Social media has become a very powerful tool. [t was able to bring about
government change in a country like Egypt. It can also be used to spread
misinformation. [ have been reading several e-Mails that were sent, in the social
media, as a petition and would like to uncover some of the misinformation that is
being spread around by some individuals.

Misinformation 1.
BLM has $250,000 in maintenance funds that was raised from boarding fees.

BLM is not getting any money from current boarders, in fact they are paying the
contractor to operate the facility. In other words they are using my tax dollars and
paying a contractor to take care of a facility that houses horses for 20 individuals,
whom by choice own a horse. It is not the federal government's responsibility to
do this. The fees paid to BLM over the past ten years would not amount to 10% of
the number that is being falsely mentioned.

Misinformation 2.
Boarders are contributing $1 million per year to the local economy.

This would calculate to $50,000 per horse. Boarders that are spending any money
other than coffee, apples, carrots and a lunch here and there, are people that reside
near the barn and would spend that kind of money anyway.

Money spent on veterinarian services, farrier services and equipment such as horse
tack, does not stay in Lorton. The vet services are from Haymarket, horse
surgeries are being done at Morven Park in Leesburg. Most of the tack and horse
supplies are being purchased at Dover in C enterville or other proper tack shops in




the Middelburg area. Not Booths, the local tack shop with no more than 50 horse
related items. It is not the favorite place to shop for supplies other than grain.
Individuals that say they are financially able to spend that kind of money on a
hobby should do so privately and keep the federal government out of it.

BLM officials would most probably like to get this situation resolved sooner than
later. They were not hired by the Federal government to spend countless hours to
listen and resolve the problems of 20 people. The private sector would like for the
current boarders to come and fill the stalls in their small, locally owned boarding
businesses.

Keep Meadowood special recreation area open TO THE PUBLIC. GET RID OF
PRIVATE BOARDING.

Thanks.
WG



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































