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BLM Energy Program -

Renewable Resources

ÂWind

ÂSolar

ÂGeothermal

ÂBiomass
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New Energy Frontier

Â Create a balanced energy portfolio

Â 20% of electricity generated by wind 

by 2030

Â 2/3 of public lands with high solar 

energy potential

Â 50% of geothermal energy capacity
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Renewable Energy Development 

Department of Interior
Secretarial Order 3285

Â Signed on March 11, 2009

Â Established the development of 

renewable energy as a priority

Â Called for development of ñrenewable 

energy zonesò

Â Reiterated the development of Renewable 

Energy Coordination Offices 
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Fast Track Initiatives

Â June 2009 ïSolar 

Energy Study 

Areas

ÂDecember 2009 ï

Fast Track Projects
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Fast Track Projects
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Solar Wind Geothermal Trans -
mission

Totals

Arizona 1 0 0 0 1

California 9 3 0 2 14

Idaho 0 0 0 3 3

Oregon 0 1 0 0 1

Nevada 4 2 6 2 14

Wyoming 0 1 0 0 1



Fast Track Initiatives in CO

Â Renewable Energy Team (RET)

Â 5-person team in the San Luis Valley

Â 3 State Office positions (part-time)

ÂSolar Energy Zones

Â 4 zones located within the San Luis Valley

Â Tied to the Solar Programmatic EIS

Â Approximately 22,240 acres

7



Economic Stimulus Projects
Renewable Energy Authorizations

Â Solar Energy PEIS contract 

work

Â Cultural and T&E clearances

Â VRM inventories

Â Backlog of  land records

Â Land records to AutoCAD 

files 

Â Land status updates and 

case recordation verification
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Energy Transmission
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Energy Transmission

Â West-Wide Energy Corridor  

Programmatic EIS  - January 2009

Â MOU ïTransmission Siting on Federals 

Lands

Â Processing 30 applications, 7 are 

identified as fast track projects 

10



Colorado Energy Transmission 

Projects

Â Energy Gateway 

South

Â TransWest

Express

Â Calumet-

Comanche
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Wind Energy
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Wind Energy Development 

Program

ÂProgrammatic EIS completed and Record 

of Decision issued December 2005

ÂAmended 52 land use plans, in 9 western 

states

Â Identified more than 3200 MW of wind 

energy on BLM public lands
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Wind Energy Policy

ÂRevised policy issued December 2008

ÂEnsure consistency in processing right-of-

way applications & management of 

authorizations.

ÂAddresses the amendment of land use 

plans & potential to tier future site-specific 

projects.
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BLM Wind Development 

Applications
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State Applications Acres Estimated 
MWs

AZ 2 44,860 500

CA 11 66,598 724

ID 3 15,300 446

NM 1 7,109 150

NV 7 112,261 430

OR 3 28,996 960

UT 2 8,900 80

WY 10 39,208 1,367

TOTALS 39 323,232 4,657
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CO Wind 

Testing Sites

Å1 authorized site

Å3 pending applications

Å3 withdrawn applications

Å1 site removed testing 

facilities and awaiting 

results 
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Wazee Energy, LLC 
Wind Testing Site
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Wazee Energy, LLC 
Wind Testing Tower
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SOLAR
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Solar Policy

Â Policy updated  April 2007

Â Plan of Development 

outline with due diligence 

requirements

Â Updated Solar Energy 

Development Policy:

Â Term of  20 years

Â Diligent Development

Â Bonding

Â BMPs

Â Solar Rental Policy
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Solar Energy Programmatic 

Environmental Impact Statement 

Â Joint PEIS with 

Department of 

Energy

Â Identify public 

lands suitable for 

development, 

including Solar 

Energy Zones

Â Establish BMPs 

and mitigation 

measures

ÂAmend land use 

plans to address 

solar development

Â Draft PEIS ïFall 

2010
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BLM Solar Energy Applications
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State Applications Acres Estimated 
MWs

AZ 35 455,430 19,565

CA 55 499,419 34,372

CO 0 0 0

NM 4 42,216 2,200

NV 37 305,269 18,032

UT 0 0 0

TOTALS 131 1,302,334 74,169



Solar Energy in Colorado

Â First Solar ós 

application 

withdrawn

Â 4 Solar Energy 

Zones in the San 

Luis Valley

Â Commercial scale 

facilities on private 

land
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Geothermal
Power Plant, The Geysers, California
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Geothermal Potential in the Western States
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Arizona

California

Idaho

Nevada

N.Mexico

Oregon

Utah

BLM Nationwide 

Geothermal Leases
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Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement

Â Joint BLM/FS EIS 

on Geothermal  

Leasing in the 

Western U.S.

ÂRecord of Decision 

ïDecember 2008

ÂGoal of Project:

Â Improve 

effectiveness of 

geothermal leasing 

on public and 

National Forest 

System lands 

Â11 western states 

and Alaska
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