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Tamarisk is a non-native, invasive, water loving plant  

that can dominate riverside lands 



Distribution  

Tamarisk covers 
approximately 

1.6 million 
acres of 
riverside lands 
within the 
western United 
States 

Courtesy of Fred Nibling, Bureau of Reclamation 



Tamarisk has a Reputation for  

consuming large amounts of water 





Tamarisk Induced Changes in Channel 

Structure and Associated Habitats 

Figure 1 



Close-up of flowers 
Courtesy of Dr. Phil Westra, CSU 

Other Impacts 



Wildfires  

Rio Grande in  

Albuquerque 4/2002 



Purgatoire River ï east of Trinidad, CO 

Sedimentation & Geomorphology 



Tamarisk Induced Changes in Channel 

Structure and Associated Habitats 

Figure 1 



Less Productive 

Wildlife Habitat 



Other Invasive Species:  Russian Olive 

 



Russian Knapweed 



INVASIVES ?? 

Courtesy of Fred Nibling, US Bureau of Reclamation 


