
C A M P G R O U N D  F E E  P R O P O S A L  

 

NORTH FRUITA DESERT 



AREA DESCRIPTION 

•North Fruita Desert SRMA 

•Multi-use recreation 

•World class mountain biking 

•Tourism market 



 

Use Numbers (Trailhead) 

• 2011 50,000 

• 2010 35,000  

 

 



2011 Ranger Weekend Observations (Campground) 

• April, May, October and November – FULL 

• Overflow averages around 40 camps 



PROPOSED FEE SITE 

•37 unit campground on 

40 acres of public land 

•Installed in 2006 



FACILITIES 



HISTORY OF PROPOSAL 

•Business Plan  

•Finalized 2008 

•Updated 2011 

•Public Involvement 

•Initiated 2008 

•Updated 2011 

•Recreation RAC 

•Presented April 2009 

 

•Recreation RAC 

•Numbered sites 

•Dispersed camping  

•Trash Services 

•Convenient access 

to trailheads 

•Capacity issues 

•Tabled 



PROPOSAL 

$10 per campsite per day (2 car max per site) 

Projected annual revenue $18,000-$20,000 

 

Service  Estimated  Cost  

Operations and Visitor Services $4,500 

Collections $2,460 

Safety/Security/Law Enforcement $3,810 

Annual and Deferred Maintenance $10,050 

Estimated Annual Total $20,820 



FAIR MARKET VALUE 

•Highline State Park 

•Tent camping $14 - 

$22 night 

•Showers with lake front 

•Local Commercial 

Camping 

•Tent camping $29 

•RV Sites  $38 



BENEFITS 

•Unique opportunity to access singletrack 
trail system directly from campground.  

 

•Increased safety patrols.  

 

•Additional interpretive services and 
enhanced security.  

 

•Increased facility maintenance and 
cleaning.  

 

•A beautiful campground setting with 
opportunities for family togetherness.  

 
•Greater ability to maintain facilities 

through time to decrease “deferred 
maintenance” issues in the future. 

 

•Greater ability to increase the capacity 
of the campground, to reduce 
crowding and user conflicts. 

 

 



Newspaper 

•GJ Sentinel Oct 20, 2011  

 

TV news 

•KJCT 8 – Aired October 20, 2011 

 

Forums 

•4X4 Wire April 28, 2008  

•Mountain Bike Review - MTBR  

 

Websites and Social Media 

•COPMOBA Facebook October 2011 

•BLM GJFO Website 2008-2011 

 

 

Publications 

PRESS RELEASE
  



PUBLIC INPUT 

•Flyers placed at the following: 

•BLM restroom facilities 

•BLM kiosks 

•Browns 

•Grassroots 

•Ruby Canyon 

•Single Tracks 

•Over the Edge 

•Hot Tomato 

 

•Distributed by rangers  

   and on BLM website 



COMMENT CARDS 

•Comment Box with Flyer at the following business 

locations 

•Browns 

•Grassroots 

•Ruby Canyon 

•Single Tracks 

•Over the Edge 

•Hot Tomato 

 

•Distributed by rangers and on BLM website 



VISITOR FEEDBACK 

•15 total comments 

•10 in favor 

•3 not in favor 

•2 unclear 



I camp in Fruita once or twice every year. I don't really 

mind if there is a fee, but if a fee is instituted I have 

opinions about how the revenue should be sent. It would 

be a great shame if the campground lost its current 

character. I travel to Fruita not only to mountain bike, but 

also enjoy the rugged outdoor experience. I don't want 

to see paved-over campsites and RV hookups, as these 

would absolutely ruin the camping experience. There are 

already plenty of hotels and even an RV park in town for 

people who enjoy more civilized vacations. Please leave 

the North Fruita campground unimproved for those of us 

who enjoy that type of experience. I am happy with the 

pit toilets, and don't think anything else is necessary in the 

area. If a fee is imposed I hope the revenue is used 

towards maintaining the existing area, and not on 

'upgrades' that destroy the area's current character. 







COMMENTS  


