
Escalante Canyon © Jerry Sintz



Canyons of the Ancients National Monument ▪ BLM Photo



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz
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Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz



McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area ▪ BLM Photo



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz



McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area © John Fielder



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz
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Deer Creek Rock Art Site © Jerry Sintz



Castle Peak Wilderness Study Area © John Fielder



The

National

Landscape

Conservation

System

BLM Colorado

C
a

n
yo

n
s
 o

f th
e

 A
n

c
ie

n
ts

 N
a

tio
n

a
l M

o
n

u
m

e
n

t ©
Je

rry
 S

in
tz

L a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t



BLM’s 

Conservation System
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• Wild and remote places
• Congressionally,
Presidentially or 
Administratively designated
• 63 units in Colorado
• Over 1million acres or 1/8 of 
public lands in state



National

Monuments
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Canyons of the Ancients
National Monument - Anasazi 

Heritage Center

• Highest known density of 
archaeological sites in US

•130 years of archaeological 
research and 3.6 million 
artifacts curated 

•Research Opportunities  
Archaeology
Herpetology 
Warm water fisheries
Reclamation methods 



National 

Conservation 

Areas

L a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t

Gunnison Gorge NCA
• Science Program 

•salinity, rock art, bat 
survey, erosion studies, 
wildlife habitat

• Aggressive Environmental 
Education program
•Ample recreation opportunities

McInnis Canyons NCA
• Paleontological, historic and 
cultural sites
• Diverse and rugged landscapes 
• Abundant recreation 
opportunities 
•Wildlife and Sensitive Species

M
c

In
n

is
 C

a
n

yo
n

s
 N

a
tio

n
a

l C
o

n
s
e

rva
tio

n
 A

re
a

 ▪
B

L
M

 P
h

o
to



National 

Historic and 

Scenic Trails

L a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t

The Old Spanish
National Historic Trail

• 85 miles in state
• Shortest known route from 
Santa Fe to Los Angeles

The Continental Divide
National Scenic Trail

• “King of Trails”
• 800 miles in state
• 1 mile on BLM
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Wilderness Areas

L a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t

Black Ridge Canyons Wilderness
• Within MCNCA
• Red rock canyons
• Wildlife & recreation

Gunnison Gorge Wilderness
• Within GGNCA
• Double canyon system
• Recreation

Powderhorn Wilderness
• BLM & USFS
• Recreation & wildlife

Uncompahgre Wilderness
• BLM & USFS
• 2 fourteeners, 34 thirteeners
• Recreation & wildlife
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Wilderness 

Study Areas

L a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  S p i r i t

• Canyons of the Ancients
• Uncompahgre Field Office
• Gunnison Field Office
• Littlesnake Field Office
• Royal Gorge Field Office
• Saguache Field Office
• White River Field Office
• Glenwood Springs Field Office
• Dolores Field Office
• Grand Junction Field Office
• Columbine Field Office
• Kremmling Field Office
• La Jara Field Office
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Other Special 

Designations
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Congressionally Designated 
Management Areas

• Tabeguache Area



Canyon of the Ancients National Monument © Jerry Sintz

What NLCS 

means to 

Colorado

• Congressional and 
Presidential 
recognition 

• Program specific 
funding

• Additional support, 
recognition and 
strength

• Additional 
accountability
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Colorado 

NLCS 

Strategy

Accomplishments

Outreach Strategy



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz

Colorado   

NLCS 

Strategy
Accomplishments

Science Team



McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area ▪ BLM Photo

Moving Forward
Development of Action Plan



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz

Moving Forward



McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz

RAC

Involvement



Dolores River Wilderness Study Area © John Fielder
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McInnis Canyons National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz



Palisade Wilderness Study Area © Jerry Sintz



Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area © Jerry Sintz

Questions?


