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CANYONS OF THE ANCIENTS NATIONAL MONUMENT 
Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2004 
 

Advisory Committee Attendees: 
Bob Clayton   Bill Lipe      Duane Gerren 
 
Bud Poe     Kelly Wilson   Chuck McAfee 
 
Bureau of Land Management Attendees: 
LouAnn Jacobson, Monument Manager 
 
Steve Kandell, Monument Land Use Planner 
 
Mike Jensen, Monument Range Specialist 
 
Alan Farnsworth, Fire Management Officer 
 
Linda Anania, State Director Resource & Fire Management 
 
Public Attendees: 
none 
 
Agenda 
 
9:00am - 9:10am Greetings and Introductions 
 
9:10am - 10:45am Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area North of Painted Hand Pueblo 
 
10:45am - 12:00pm Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area at Sandstone Canyon 
 
12:00am - 1:00pm Travel to and have Lunch at Kinder Morgan’s Hovenweep Facility 

• Tour Hovenweep Facility 
 
1:00pm - 1:30am Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area at Hovenweep Canyon 
 
1:30pm - 2:15pm Return to Anasazi Heritage Center 
 
2:15pm - 3:00pm Tour Anasazi Heritage Center Grounds and Discuss Fuels Reduction and 

Ips Beetle Treatments 
 
3:00pm - 3:15pm Public Comment 
 
3:15pm - 3:30  Approval of Minutes from the August 10th Meeting and Next Agenda 
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Note, the remainder of these minutes describes the discussion associated with each agenda 
topic. 
 
Greetings and Introductions 
Kelly Wilson welcomed all participants.  He addressed the Committee and stated that we did not 
have a quorum (i.e., at least seven members present).  Kelly asked everyone to introduce 
themselves.  Following introductions the Committee departed for the field. 
 
Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area North of Painted Hand Pueblo 
Committee members traveled to and visited a reclaiming burn area north of Painted Hand 
Pueblo.  Mike Jensen explained to the group that a lightning ignited fire burned approximately 
146 acres of the area in June of 1998.  Also, the area was chained and seeded with crested 
wheatgrass in the 1960s and 1970s.  The area was reseeded following the fire in 1998 with 
several species of native grass (e.g., needle and thread, slender wheatgrass).  However, the 
reseeding effort was unsuccessful and the area is now dominated by cheatgrass.  The burned area 
is located in the Cutthroat Pasture of the Cahone Mesa Allotment.  The rehabilitation plan 
specified two years of complete rest following the burn.  However, unauthorized grazing use of 
the burn area occurred during those two years of planned rest. 
 
Chuck McAfee inquired why the livestock grazing permittee was allowed to graze, prior to the 
completion of two years rest.  Mike Jensen responded that the permittee was in trespass.  Mike 
added that the entire Cahone Mesa Allotment has been rested in recent years due to the drought 
and that a management approach of resting the allotment one year out of three is being 
implemented.  Bud Poe asked, looking back now how would BLM have changed their 
management of the area following the 1998 fire.  Mike Jensen responded that two years of 
complete rest from livestock grazing would be enforced.  Kelly Wilson asked if introducing 
domestic sheep to the area, following a fire, would help reduce noxious weeds from taking over.  
Mike Jensen stated that this approach has been experimented with by BLM in some areas (e.g., 
Nevada); however, the Monument doesn’t have many sheep operations. 
 
Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area at Sandstone Canyon 
Committee members traveled to and visited a reclaiming burn area at Sandstone Canyon.  Mike 
Jensen stated that a fire occurred in this area in 1990 and burned approximately 141 acres.  The 
burn area was not reseeded after the fire; however, a good natural re-vegetation of native 
perennial grasses and shrubs has occurred.  The burn area is located within the Sandstone 
Allotment, though receives little grazing due to a lack of available water. 
 
Bill Lipe asked if BLM should reseed after all fires.  Mike Jensen responded that reseeding is 
necessary, but noxious weed management is also important. 
 
Travel to and have Lunch at Kinder Morgan’s Hovenweep Facility 
Committee members traveled to the Kinder Morgan CO2, Hovenweep Facility on Mockingbird 
Mesa.  Activities at this location included having lunch and touring the Hovenweep Facility. 
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Travel to and Visit Reclaiming Burn Area at Hovenweep Canyon 
The last reclaiming burn area, visited on the field trip, was at Hovenweep Canyon.  This area 
burned in 2000 and is approximately 500 acres in size.  The area was reseeded by plane with a 
mixture of native grasses. 
 
Return to Anasazi Heritage Center 
The Committee returned to the Anasazi Heritage Center (AHC).  Steve Kandell provided a short 
update on the Monument planning effort.  He stated that the Monument hosted a tribal 
consultation field day and dinner meeting on September 9, 2004.  During the meeting, the tribe 
was updated on the transportation planning approach for the Monument.  Tribal members 
supported the Monument Advisory Committee’s approach to providing access to sacred sites.  
Also at this consultation meeting, Governor Peter Pino from the Pueblo of Zia made a motion 
requesting that the BLM modify its current national reburial policy to allow for the reburial of human 
remains and associated funerary objects, inadvertently discovered on public lands. 
 
LouAnn Jacobson then gave the Committee some background on BLM’s reburial policy.  In brief, 
the BLM doesn’t allow for the reburial of human remains and associated funerary objects on public 
land.  This policy has been in place for the last five to six years.  Two years ago the AHC asked for 
an exemption to this policy.  To date, this exemption has not been granted. 
 
Duane Gerren asked if the Committee could send a letter to the Colorado BLM State Director 
supporting the AHC’s request for an exemption to the current BLM reburial policy.  LouAnn 
Jacobson stated that the Committee could pass a resolution on this issue if they wanted to.  Bud Poe 
asked BLM to write a letter on this issue for the Committee to review at their next meeting.  Steve 
Kandell responded that he would write the letter. 
 
Steve Kandell then noted that progress on the resource management plan has been slow recently, due 
to some problems with the planning contractor.  BLM is hoping to resolve these problems shortly and 
then proceed with the development of the range of alternatives.  Bill Lipe reminded Committee 
members that they still needed to finalize the vision statement, overall objective and edits to the 
transportation recommendations that they have been working on.  Bill Lipe and Steve Kandell agreed 
to work together to make final edits to these items, and then bring them to the next Committee 
meeting to be reviewed and voted on. 
 
Tour Anasazi Heritage Center Grounds and Discuss Fuels Reduction and Ips 
Beetle Treatments 
Due to time limitations, the Committee did not tour the AHC grounds to discuss fuels reduction 
and Ips Beetle Treatments.  Instead, Alan Farnsworth provided a short slideshow illustrating the 
effects of these treatments.  Alan stated that as part of the ongoing planning process there are 
several important fire related questions that need to be addressed.  Two of these include how the 
Monument reduces fuel loads, while protecting cultural resources and how to manage fuel loads 
in areas with increasing urban development along the Monument boundary? 
 
Bill Lipe asked what the impacts of controlled burns on cultural sites are.  Bill questioned if new 
fire would hurt cultural sites that have already burned in the past.  Bill stated that the Monument 
shouldn’t completely exclude the use of prescribed fires in the Monument, due to cultural 
resources.  Instead, they need to look at the vulnerability of each type of cultural site to fire.  
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Also, the type of fire needs to be considered (e.g., intensity and duration).  Last, Bill stated that 
the BLM archaeologist in Monticello, Utah has good experience with managing cultural sites and 
fire. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comments were provided. 
 
Approval of Minutes from the August 10th Meeting and Next Agenda 
Since a quorum was not present (i.e., at least seven Committee members) the meeting minutes 
were not approved.  It was agreed that their review and approval would be tabled until the next 
meeting. 
 
Meeting was adjourned 


