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ABSTRACT

This draft environmental impact statement on the Northeast Resource Management
Plan describes and analyzes five alternatives for menaging the public lands and
resources in the Northeast Resource Area. Alternative A is the present
management continued. Alternatives B and C were developed to improve on the
continuation of current management alternative. Alternative D is the outcome of
initial analyses of the first 3 alternatives and public input. At this time
Alternative E is the preferred alternative of the BIM, it was developed to meet
the same resource goals of Alternative D but consolidate public land ownership
for management and cost efficiency.
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The BIM also administers approximetely 615,000 acres of subsurface estate
(minerals) where the surface is non-federal, The minerals administered vary
from coal only, oil and gas only, to all minerals and sometimes "other minerals"
shich generally represents & fractional interest or a combination of specific
minerals.

This plan addresses only the 40,030 acres and 615,000 acres identified above.

“igure I-1 shows the location of the Northeast Resource Area and some basic
zeography. In addition, a foldout map of the area is included. This map shows
-he resource area divided into ten management zones. (numbered 1 through 10}.
This foldout map and corresponding zone maps 1,3, and 5 through 9 are found in
>he map section and show land ownership. These maps are frequently referred to
;hroughout this document.

‘he 10 management zones are:

1. The Denver Coal Basin located southeast of the city of Denver,
northeast of Colorado Springs, and west of Limon. This area is almost
entirely subsurface estate and mostly coal only. (See Zone Map 1)

2e The eastern plains south of the South Platte River and east of the
Denver Coal Basin include a large amount of oil and gas subsurface
estate and scattered small public land tracts. (See Resource Ares
Bage Map)

3. The lower South Platte River zone extends from Greeley to Nebrasks and
includes public land associated with & number of irrigation
reservoirs. It also includes an area north of Fort Collins where
public land is again associated with irrigation reservoirs. (See Zone
Maps: 3a,3b,3c,3d,3e,3f,3g)

i, This zone 1s similar to number 2 except it is north of the South
Platte River. It includes the Pawnee Grasslands area. (See Resource
Area Base Map)

Se The northern front range foothills are included in this zone and runs
south from Wyoming to north of Boulder. It also includes a small area
around Estes Park. (See Zone Maps: 5a, S5b)

6. The Ward-Gold Hill zone is located west of Boulder and includes
mineralized lands in these areas. It also includes some public land
along South Boulder Creek. (See Zone Map 6/7)

This small zone lies southwest of Boulder and northeast of Central
City and Blackhewk. (See Zone Map 6/7)

8. The I-T0 corridor best describes the location of this zone, It lies
fram 1/2 to T miles from the highway starting west of Golden and
continuing west to Graymont. (See Zone Map 8)

F. The Evergreen zone lies southwest of Denver and includes a few small
scattered parcels of public land, the public lands along the South
Platte River near the town of South Platte, and scattered subsurface
estate. {See Zone Map 9)

Je This zone has little public land or subsurface estate but includes the
highly populated urbanized front range corridor. (See Resource Area
Base Map)

subsurface estate with high to moderate oil and gas potential and nearly
all are presently leased.

3. Before making any land or resource decision, the effect on the economy
and social well-being of the local area must be considered.

The final plan will guide the management of the BIM administered lands and
resources for at least 10 years. It will improve the effectiveness of the
Resource Area Manager in day to day decision making, annual funding projections,
and public information by establishing long term goals for land and resource
management.

THE PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process described in BIM planning regulations 43 CFR part 1600,
consists of nine action steps: (1) Inventory and Data Collection; (2}
Identification of Issues; (3) Development of Planning Criteria; (4) Management
Situation Analysis; (5) Alternative Formulation; (6) Assessment of Alternatives;
(7) Selection of Preferred Alternative; (8) Selection of Resource Management
Plan, and (9) Monitoring and Bvaluation.

The nine action steps are summarized below. Detailed documentation of the first
seven completed steps is available for review in the Northeast Resource Area
office.

STEP 1. INVENTORY

The public resources are continually inventoried to establish a data base for
use in the analysis of later steps. Chapter 3 of this draft environmental
impact statement describes the various resources that have been inventoried.

STEP 2. IDENTIFICATION OF ISSUES

The general public, other federal agencies, and state and local governments were
asked to identify public land management issues in the resource area. In
addition, BLM identified management concerns that were not identified by these
groups. This step determined the scope of the plan by determining the
significant issues to be addressed. The issues are presented below.

STEP 3. DEVELOPMENT OF PLANNING CRITERIA

Planning criteria were developed to identify the considerations and constraints
that would be applied throughout the planning process. For example, the
criteria developed which apply to the issue, "Which public land is suitable for
livestock grazing?" include {a) distance from water; (b) excessive slope or
other physical barriers; (c) forage production; and {d) current and potential
erosion. Further explanation is presented below. Specific planning criteria
developed for each issue are available for review in the Northeast Resource Area
Office and are included in the definition of issue management decision options
(Chapter II).

STEP 4. MANAGEMENT SITUATION ANALYSIS

This step explores the identified issues and concerns to determine the
capability of the public resources to respond to demand. It describes the
resources potential, explains how the resources are currently being managed, and
determines possible options for menaging the resources in an effort to meet the
demand. The Management Situation Analysis was used in developing ‘the
Alternatives (Chapter II) and the Affected Environment (Chapter III).

STEP 5. ALTERNATIVE FORMULATION

The current management and menagement options in step U were used to formulate
alternatives in this step. Several initial alternatives were considered but






























































































































































































































































































































