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Canyons of the Ancients 
Our First Three Years as a 

National Monument 
Spring 2003 

A New Kind of

National Monument


Canyons of the Ancients National Monument encompasses 
164,000 acres of federal land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) in the Four Corners region of south-
west Colorado. 

The Monument was established June 9, 2000, to protect 
cultural and natural resources on a landscape scale. Unique 
archaeological and historical resources made this wide-open, 
high-desert country a popular candidate as one of BLM’s new 
National Monuments. 

Canyons of the Ancients contains the highest known ar­
chaeological density in the nation. Portions of the Monument 
have more than 100 archaeological sites per square mile - some 
individual sites cover 10 acres or more. The total number of 
cultural sites is estimated in the tens of thousands. 

The Monument has been used or inhabited by humans, in­
cluding the Northern Ancestral Puebloan culture (or Anasazi), 
for 10,000 years, and continues to be a landscape used by 
humans today. Multiple uses – including recreation, hunting, 
livestock grazing, and energy development – have taken place 
for years on these BLM lands. 

The Resource Management Planning process now under-
way will decide how these uses will continue within the bound­
aries of the National Monument. The planning process will of­
fer expanded opportunities for direct citizen participation 
through a Monument Advisory Council and other local collabo­
rative groups. 

Photo Courtesy Cortez Journal 
The popular Sand Canyon Trail in Canyons of the Ancients. 

The National Landscape Conservation System 
Unlike the traditional National Monuments managed by the 

National Park Service (like nearby Hovenweep National Monu­
ment), Canyons of the Ancients is managed by the BLM as 
part of the agency’s National Landscape Conservation Sys­
tem. 

Canyons of the Ancients is one of 15 National Monuments 
administered by BLM. These Monuments were designated 
under the authority of the Antiquities Act of 1906, to protect 
objects of scientific and historical interest on federal lands. 

Nationwide, BLM manages more than 42 million acres in 
National Monuments, National Conservation Areas, and other 
areas designated for their scientific and ecological character­
istics. This makes up about 15 percent of BLM’s total land 
base of 261 million surface acres, located primarily in 12 West-
ern states. BLM lands, once remote, provide growing commu­
nities of the West with open space that gives the region much 
of its character. 

- Ann Bond, BLM External Affairs 

For information on Canyons of the Ancients
National Monument: 

www.co.blm.gov/canm/index.html
For information on NLCS: 

www.blm.gov/nlcs/index.html 
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE


The Outdoor Museum Concept

Since Canyons of the Ancients was proclaimed a National Monument three 

years ago, we’ve given much thought to the values that this rugged mesa-canyon 
country has to offer the 
American public. Its unique 
worth as an Outdoor Museum 
is one option we hope to 
explore. An Outdoor Museum 
focuses on allowing visitors to 
discover cultural artifacts in a 
natural setting. The essential 
components are artifacts, 
archaeological and/or historical 
sites, and responsible visitors 
who want to explore and learn 
on their own. 

The idea of an Outdoor 

Photo Courtesy Denver Post Museum isn’t new. It was first 

LouAnn Jacobson discusses her passion for discussed in 1907 by Edgar 

cultural resources. Hewitt, a renowned Southwest 
archaeologist, at Mesa Verde 

National Park. Hewitt’s plan, which was never implemented, was to place 
excavated artifacts in exhibits at cliff dwellings. 

In the 1970s, Fred Blackburn, then a ranger for the Grand Gulch Primitive 
Area in southeast Utah, proposed leaving artifacts in place for responsible visitors 
to find in remote cliff dwellings. However, the danger of theft sometimes 
necessitated artifacts be removed for safekeeping in museums. 

During the 1990s, Natural Bridges National Monument implemented the 
Outdoor Museum concept as an official agency-sanctioned practice. In order to 
preserve the integrity of fragile sites, white boxes are provided that contain 
messages asking visitors not to disclose the location of the sites. 

We have been able to document more than 6,000 archaeological and historical 
sites in the Monument; there may be 20,000 to 30,000 sites in total. A majority 
of these are rubble mounds that were once homes of Puebloan ancestors. Most 
visitors wouldn’t recognize these as cultural sites, especially when compared 
with the dramatic sites at Mesa Verde and Hovenweep. However, even rubble 
mounds have significant research value for archaeologists and religious and 
cultural value for Native Americans. 

The goal of our planning process is to balance the need to protect sites from 
vandalism and overuse with meeting the public’s enthusiasm for visiting heritage 
resources. We want to provide visitors with a remote, self-discovery experience. 
This is a significant challenge for us. More than 20 years ago, archaeologist/ 
author Bill Lipe made this prediction: 

“We are moving into an era of managed remoteness, of planned romance. 
I think that is probably how it has to be if we are to preserve the qualities of the 
area at all in an increasingly mobile and exploitive society. The challenge is to 
have an effective management that does not itself overwhelm the values it is 
designed to protect. We shall see...” 

(Lipe, William D. 1980 “Grand Gulch: Three Days on the Road from Bluff” in 
Camera, Spade, and Pen, Marnie Gaede, editor, The University of Arizona Press.) 

- LouAnn Jacobson, Canyons of the Ancients National Monument Manager 

Planning Begins

A multi-year planning effort currently 

underway will result in a long-term Re-
source Management Plan (RMP) for 
the Monument. 

It will reflect public involvement from 
interested parties inside and outside 
Colorado, in addition to tribal, state, 
and local governments. 

A Notice of Intent to prepare the RMP 
was published in the April 2002 Fed­
eral Register. The BLM, Forest Service, 
and planning contractor, Jones & 
Stokes Associates, met in November 
2002, to assemble an Interdisciplinary 
Team. 

Work continues on determining co­
operating-agency status, organizing 
and developing data, and developing a 
public-participation plan. 

The process will focus on develop­
ing management strategies for values 
identified in the Presidential Proclama­
tion, including: 

• Archaeological resources; 
• Geological resources; 
• Biological processes; 
• Historic uses; and 
• Current and future land uses. 

In the meantime, the Secretary of 
the Interior and BLM National and State 
Directors have provided interim guid­
ance for maintaining existing policies, 
designations, and allocations, except 
where changes are necessary to com­
ply with the Proclamation. 

During the planning process, BLM 
will offer expanded opportunities for di­
rect citizen participation through a 
Monument Advisory Committee and 
other forms of local collaborative 
groups. 

A greater emphasis will be put on 
local governments, volunteer groups, 
and businesses to provide existing and 
new services, and upon partnerships 
to manage ongoing, activities, such as 
grazing, recreation, and other uses. 

- Steve Kandell, 
Monument Planner 
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PUTTING THE PUBLIC IN PLANNING


How to

Get Involved


To create a shared vision for the Monu­
ment, the Planning Team is using an in­
teractive process to encourage citizen 
participation in developing future manage­
ment direction. 

A formal scoping process is underway. 
Over the past months, BLM has solic­
ited comments through the mail and over 
the Internet. 

Public scoping workshops will be held 
in Cortez, Durango, and Denver. Dates 
and locations will be announced through 
the local media, planning newsletters, 
Monument Web sites and the Federal 
Register. The deadline for submitting 
scoping comments will be 30 days after 
the last scoping workshop. 

A draft plan, expected in the winter of 
2003 or spring of 2004, will be followed 
by a 90-day comment period, and public 
workshops will again be held to provide 
information and answer questions. 

Written comments can be sent to: 
Monument Planner, Canyons of 
the Ancients National Monument 

27501 Highway 184 
Dolores, Colorado 81323 

Comments may also be faxed to: 
970-882-7035 
or e-mailed to: 

Colorado_CanmScoping@co.blm.gov. 

- Steve Kandell 

Advisory Committee to Be Selected

In accordance with a directive from the Secretary of Interior Gail Norton, an 

Advisory Committee is being established to advise the Secretary and BLM 
on development and implementation of the Monument Plan. 

The Committee’s duties will include: 
• gathering and analyzing information; 
• conducting studies and field examinations; 
• hearing public testimony; 
• advising BLM on establishing priorities, goals, and objectives; 
• developing recommendations for implementation of ecosystem 
approaches to management; and 

• advising BLM on local collaborative management approaches. 

Names of nominees were forwarded to the U.S. Department of the Interior 
this fall from the BLM Colorado Acting State Director. BLM staff are awaiting 
the Secretary of Interior’s confirmation of nominees to serve on the Committee. 

Committee members will be selected based on their knowledge or special 
expertise in the category of interest they were nominated for, and will serve 
for four years. 

The 11-member committee will represent: 
• Dolores County Commission (one member); 
• Montezuma County Commission (one member); 
• Native American affiliated tribes (two members); 
• regional and local cultural-resource professionals (two members); 
• grazing permittees in the Monument (one member); 
• oil and gas industry (one member); 
• private landowners adjacent to the Monument, resource-conservation 
organizations, off-road-vehicle users, commercial recreation providers, 
or those with statewide perspectives who have no financial interest in 
the Monument (three members). 

For more information on the Monument planning process contact Steve 
Kandell, Monument Planner, 970-882-4811. 

- Steve Kandell 

Keep Tabs on the Planning Process 
Updated Information on the planning process is located on the Monument’s Web site at: 

www.co.blm.gov/canm/index.html 

The site includes the text of the Presidential Proclamation, Interim Guidance, Preparation Plan, 
and a photo gallery. Soon, there will be an Internet link, from the Web site, dedicated entirely to 

the planning process. Through this link, the public will be able to submit comments electronically, 
and view and download geospatial data. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


Where can I go in the Monument? 
The backcountry is open to public access, but recreation facilities are limited. Visitors are encouraged to stop by the 

Anasazi Heritage Center for free brochures, maps and advice on the best access points. Please be a respectful visitor: 

• Ask for permission before entering or crossing private land adjacent to or 
within the boundaries of the National Monument. 

• Be careful near archaeological sites - they are very old and fragile. Do not 
step on walls or trash mounds. Never try to climb through doorways. 

• Leave artifacts where you find them for others to enjoy. Out of context, 
artifacts mean little to archaeological research. 

• It is against federal law to disturb or remove antiquities. Never dig in 
archaeological sites. Violators face federal charges. 

• Do not add anything to a site. Bringing offerings to a site confuses 
its original meaning and story. 

• Stay on existing roads and trails. Scars on the desert landscape 
heal slowly and increase soil erosion. 

Where can I camp in the Monument? 
Dispersed camping is allowed just about everywhere, but there are no developed campgrounds in the Monument. The only 

area specifically closed to camping is Lowry Pueblo, where only day use is allowed. Car camping is allowed in other areas, but 
campers must keep vehicles on established roads (roads are dirt or gravel) 
and out of areas closed to motorized use (Cross, Cahone, and Squaw/Pa­
poose Wilderness Study Areas, Sand Canyon/East Rock area, and Mock­
ingbird Mesa). There are no limitations on backcountry camping, but all camp­
ers are asked to Leave No Trace: 

• Plan ahead and prepare. 
• Travel on trails and camp on durable surfaces. 
• Bury human waste, and pack out all trash. 
• Leave what you find. Artifacts are protected by federal law. 
• Use campstoves instead of campfires. 
• Respect wildlife - for your safety as well as theirs. 
• Be considerate - yield to others on the trail, keep dogs under control, 
and moderate your noise levels. 

Where can I drive a motorized vehicle or ride a bicycle in the Monument? 
All types of motor vehicles must stay on established roads and trails until the planning process is completed and travel 

routes are designated. Additionally, motor vehicles are not allowed in closed areas (Cross, Cahone, and Squaw/Papoose 
Wilderness Study Areas, Sand Canyon/East Rock area, and Mockingbird Mesa). Bicycles must also stay on established 
roads and trails until the planning process is completed, and travel routes are designated. In addition, bicycles and other 
mechanized equipment are not allowed inside the Cross, Cahone, and Squaw/Papoose Wilderness Study Areas. 

Can I hunt in the Monument? 
Hunting is allowed with a current and valid Colorado hunting li­

cense, subject to Colorado state law and regulation. Hunters must keep 
all motorized vehicles on established roads. 

Does the Monument affect private property? 
Private lands are not subject to the provisions of the proclamation 

that established Canyons of the Ancients National Monument in June 
2000. The Antiquities Act of 1906 granted the President of the United 
States authority to proclaim National Monuments only upon “...lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of the United States.” 
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CARING FOR CULTURAL RESOURCES


Kiva Needs New Roof 
Plans are underway to replace the roof on one of the 

kivas at Lowry Pueblo National Historic Landmark. An 
environmental assessment, which includes public in-
put, was completed in December. 

A new roof is needed to preserve the interior of the 
kiva, because the current roof is leaking. It will be re-
placed with a free-standing shelter that will completely 
cover the kiva and rooms adjoining it. 

Lowry Pueblo is a 1,000-year-old Ancestral Puebloan 
site with 40 rooms, eight kivas, and a Great Kiva. The 
area includes a toilet, parking lot, picnic area, and in­
terpretive trail, all wheelchair accessible. 

Lowry was excavated in the 1930s and stabilized in 
the 1960s. The site was dedicated as a National His­
toric Landmark in 1964. The BLM and University of About 15,000 people visit Lowry Pueblo annually. New interpretive 
Colorado conducted additional work at the site in the signs will be installed along its trail this summer with funding from the 
1970s, including constructing the first roof over the kiva. BLM Deferred Maintenance Program and Colorado State Historical Fund. 
Lowry allows visitors to see an Ancestral Puebloan site 
in a quiet, unsupervised setting. - Laura Kochanski, BLM Monument Archaeologist 

Laws Help Protect

Cultural Resources


The oldest law protecting cultural resources 
is the Antiquities Act of 1906, which established 
penalties for those who take, dig, injure, or de­
stroy any object or antiquity situated on federal 
lands. 

This law also sets up guidelines for federal 
land agencies to issue permits that allow quali­
fied institutions to examine and excavate ar­
chaeological sites and gather objects of antiq­

uity. Such permits can be assigned to colleges, universities, museums, and other 
educational institutions. Their activities must focus on increasing knowledge of cul­
tural resources, and any artifacts they collect must be stored in federally approved 
museums. 

The Archaeological Resources Protections Act (ARPA) was passed in 1979 to 
support the Antiquities Act. It defined archaeological terms, clarified the definition of 
a prohibited act, and established specific penalties for those acts. 

There are two types of ARPA penalties: criminal and civil. Criminal acts include 
excavating, removing, damaging, altering, or defacing archaeological resources on 
public or Indian lands, unless such activity is under permit. 

ARPA defines archaeological resources as, “material remains of past human life 
or activities of archaeological interest, as determined under uniform regulations.” 

Protected items include pottery, basketry, bottles, weapons, projectiles, tools, 
prehistoric and historic structures or portions of structures, pit houses, rock paint­
ings, rock carvings, intaglios, graves, and human remains. 

- Toni Kelly, Dolores Public Lands Visitor Information Specialist 

New 
Finds 

A recent inventory of Sand, East 
Rock, Woods, and Tozer Canyons in­
dicates these areas have been occu­
pied or used by humans for centuries. 

Woods Canyon Archaeological 
Consultants of Yellow Jacket, Colo­
rado, discovered 917 archaeological 
sites in a survey of almost 10,000 
acres of the Monument. 

Prehistoric sites, such as artifact 
scatters, processing areas, pottery-
firing kilns, field houses, and large 
pueblos were found. Historic camp-
sites attributable to Native Americans 
and Anglo Americans were also re-
corded. 

A report of the findings will be pre-
pared by spring 2003. The informa­
tion will help expand the Monument’s 
archaeological database and provide 
information for planning. 

- Laura Kochanski 



CANYONS OF THE ANCIENTS NATIONAL MONUMENT 

CARING FOR CULTURAL RESOURCES


Vandalism Hurts Everyone

Perhaps the most distressing news we often have to publish about the Monu­

ment is information on reoccurring bouts of vandalism, unfortunately a serious 
and ongoing problem in the Monument. 

THE PRICE OF POTHUNTING 
Over the past two years, at least 

half a dozen incidents of illegal dig­
ging and vandalism to archaeologi­
cal sites have been investigated. 

Cultural sites have suffered graf­
fiti scratched into prehistoric ma­
sonry walls and adjacent sandstone 
clifffs, campfires built in masonry 
rooms and alcove sites, and illegal 
digging in trash middens, rooms and 
kivas. Even when the perpetrators 
are not pothunters, their activities 
damage sensitive cultural sites. 

“In one case, as a result of an Clues to a rich cultural past are scrambled 

apparent party, wall stones at a site and stolen by pothunters at a trash midden. 

were used to create a ring of chairs in a small cliff dwelling, a campfire built in a 
room in front of the rock shelter, and trash strewn around,” said Laura Kochanski, 
Monument Archaeologist. 

A SIGN OF THE TIMES? 
This fall, vandals spray-painted 

graffitti on the Monument entrance 
sign and informational bulletin board 
at the south end of the Sand Canyon 
Trail in McElmo Canyon. Sandstone, 
a highway sign, and both lanes of 
County Road G were also sprayed 
with graffiti. Vandals have also been 
using Monument signs for target 
practice.Multiple 

What Can Be Done?


Perpetrators of crimes face federal 
charges of vandalism to government 
property, which can carry up to a one-
year prison sentence and a $100,000 
fine. Currently, two BLM law enforce­
ment officers monitor the Monument. 

“We try to avoid patrolling in a pre­
dictable pattern to increase our 
chances of being at the right place 
when someone wants to do the wrong 
thing,” said Keith McGrath, Monument 
Law Enforcement Ranger. ”I suspect 
that the signs are often vandalized at 
night, but the majority of use in the 
monument is during the daytime.” 

“These acts of vandalism show dis­
respect for Native Americans whose 
ancestors lived here and to everyone 
who values these irreplaceable natu­
ral and cultural resources,” said 
LouAnn Jacobson, Monument Man­
ager. “We have to spend thousands of 
taxpayers dollars to repair and replace 
signs that are continually vandalized 
– signs that are placed to help guide 
people to places in the Monument we 
want to share with public.” 

If you see suspicious or illegal ac­
tivity taking place in your National 
Monument, call 970 882-4811. 

- Ann Bond 

Another Monument sign falls victim to shotgun blasts at 
vandals. close range re­

cently mangled a 
new sign near Sand Canyon Pueblo. Law enforcement offi­
cials believe the incident happened in December, 2002. 

In spring 2002, another Monument sign near Burro Point 
was vandalized, and the register box and bulletin board at 
Sand Canyon Pueblo Trailhead were used for target practice. 

ILLEGAL OFF-ROAD SCARS 
BLM officials recently discovered extensive damage to 

natural resources in Risley Canyon from illegal off-road ve­
hicle activity. Multiple tire tracks were found leaving a main 
road and climbing up a fragile wash bed. Large portions of 
juniper trees were cut off to clear a path, rocks were smeared 
with rubber marks from spinning vehicle tires, and tire tracks 
were cut through wash banks. Monument regulations pro­
hibit motorized travel off designated roads to protect the frag­
ile desert backcountry. - Ann Bond 

(At left) 
cut away to make way for 
vehicles along an illegal off-
road route in a wash in the 
Monument. 

(At right) Illegal off-
road vehicle use has 
turned a fragile wash 
into an illegal road. 

Juniper trees were 
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THE PAST IS PART OF THE FUTURE


Native Americans

Have Close Ties


As part of the planning effort, the BLM initiated consul­
tations with Indian tribes that claim cultural affiliation with 
the Monument. 

In 2002, Two Rivers Consultants and SWCA Environ­
mental Consultants submitted the results of a year-long 
Cultural Affiliation Survey for the Monument. 

Individual meetings were held with the Laguna, Acoma, 
Pojoaque, Nambe, Isleta, Zia, Picuris, San Juan, Taos, 
Santa Domingo, Santa Ana and Santa Clara pueblos of 
New Mexico. Personal visits were also made to the 
Jicarilla Apache, Southern Ute, Ute Mountain Ute, North-
ern Ute, Hopi and Navajo reservations. 

The consultation helps document evidence supporting 
tribal-affiliation claims to the Monument, and gathered 
tribal input for planning and management. Each tribe ex-
pressed its views on its ties to the people who lived in the 
area in the past. 

The consultations will also help the Anasazi Heritage 
Center resolve cultural-affiliation issues in relation to the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 
The information will be used to address the final disposi­
tion of human remains and associated funerary objects 
now curated at the Center. 

BLM officials met with the tribes again this summer in 
Santa Fe to discuss the results of the cultural affiliation 
study and set the stage for Native American involvement 
in the planning process. 

All tribes and pueblos received a draft of the study for 
review, and a final report was submitted in December. 

- Susan Perlman, Two Rivers Consultants 

A reconstruction of daily life at Lowry Pueblo, 
circa the 12th Century AD. 

Cattle ranching has been a part of the history of the area that 

Photo Courtesy Dolores Star 

includes the Monument for generations. 

Local History Plays Vital Role


Sometimes it seems the prehistory of the Southwest overshad­
ows the history of the area. But the BLM will try to balance this by 
collecting oral histories as part of the cultural information included in 
the upcoming Monument planning process. 

Local interviews from selected Southwest Colorado residents will 
help document the role that individuals and communities have played 
in the economic and social development of the area from 1600 to the 
present. 

“Oral histories - the cultural information passed down from gen­
eration to generation by word of mouth - can bring the past to life 
and help us plan for the future,” said LouAnn Jacobson, Monument 
Manager. 

The effort will be part of a landscape-scale overview of historic 
resources to document immigration events, learn how places were 
named, chart social and economic development, and record hard-
ships, successes, and important family and community events. In 
addition, the information will be used to help define: 

• the nature and distribution of historic properties; 
• National Register of Historic Places eligibilities; 
• areas of special significance; 
• historic uses of public and private properties; 
• threats to the integrity of historical sites; and 
• strategies for resource management and protection. 

The oral history survey will incorporate folklore, music, and eye-
witness reports of historical events that have taken place on public 
lands within the boundaries of the Monument. Information from adja­
cent areas may also be used to help characterize historic contexts. 

- Ann Bond 
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SAVING AMERICA’S TREASURES


Storing Antiquities an

Important Job


Originally built to store the one million artifacts recovered in 
the area now flooded by McPhee Reservoir, theAnasazi Heritage 
Center now houses three times as many cultural objects. 

The Center serves as the repository for collections and 
archives not only from the Monument, but also from three BLM 
field offices - the San Juan, Gunnison, and Uncompahgre. 

It also houses collections for the Bureau of Reclamation, 
San Juan National Forest, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, Crow 
Canyon Archaeological Center, Anasazi Historical Society, More than three million cultural objects are stored at the AHC, 

and several contract archaeology firms. occuping more than 7,000 cubic feet of storage space, with 

Collections are available through public tours that allow 1,800 linear feet of associated documentation. 

hundreds of visitors to learn how artifacts are processed, stored, 
and shared. Photos, archives, and artifacts are loaned out for exhibition at other museums, to 
researchers for analysis, and to educators for use in interpretive and educational projects. 

The curation staff conducts artifact-identification workshops for law enforcement personnel, 
BLM and National Forest cultural resource staff, and site-steward volunteers. Curation is currently 
overseeing conversion of the entire Collections Management Database, numbering over 800,000 
records, to a new system. This will allow for more efficient data input, the ability to incorporate 
digital images with object records, greater ease in running searches, and improved ability to 
import and export data. 

Curation volunteers are also making progress on other projects, including artifact packing 
and storage, archives processing, and database entries. All contribute to establishing a 
baseline inventory, as well as enhancing the ability to retrieve collections for researchers. 

- Tracy Murphy, Heritage Center Museum Specialist 
In 2002, more than 17,000 
objects - like these maps - and 
90 linear feet of archives were 
added to the Heritage Center 
collection. 

Saving America’s Treasures 
More than 80,000 artifacts from earlier excavations in the Monument are now available for educational and research 

purposes at the Anasazi Heritage Center, thanks to a partnership with the University of Colorado and Anasazi Historical 
Society, with funding from Save America’s Treasures and the Colorado State Historical Fund. 

The grants allow the Heritage Center to confirm the location of federal collections stored in nonfederal repositories, 
evaluate the condition of artifacts, and retrieve the collections. The objects are repackaged to meet current standards, 
making them accessible to the public for education, interpretation, and research purposes. 

Over the past three years, staff have catalogued collections and research data from the Crow Canyon Archaeological 
Center, University of Northern Arizona (Ridges Basin Project), and Soil Systems, Inc. (Ute Irrigated Lands Project) into 
the database. 

The grants also funded a project to process and enter thousands of artifacts into the database that had been stored at 
the Center for decades. These included collections from surveys of Mockingbird Mesa conducted in the 1970s and 
1980s, and the Dolores Grazing District Survey in the 1960s. 

- Susan Thomas, Heritage Center Curator 
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INTERPRETING CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Heritage Center is First Stop 
All visitors to Canyons of the Ancients are encouraged to visit the Anasazi 

Heritage Center first to pick up maps and brochures about the area before 
venturing into the backcountry. 

The Center also serves as an interpretive center for the Trail of the An­
cients Scenic Byway and Four Corners region. The main gallery features a 
hands-on Discovery Area, reconstructed pit house, and exhibits on archae­

ology, local history, 
and Native American 
life styles. 

During the 360 days 
the museum was open Students gather last summer at the Anasazi
in 2002, volunteers and Heritage Center for an Archaeology Discovery 
interpretive staff an- Program. 
swered questions and 
provided tours to more than 30,000 visitors. Educational programs were 
offered to schools, colleges, and dozens of other groups. 

In 2002, a new exhibit devoted to Canyons of the Ancients was installed. 
It includes historic and modern photographs of some of the more visible 
archaeological sites in the Monument and a kiva fragment from Lowry Pueblo. 
Display cases contain artifacts excavated from Sand Canyon Pueblo, and

Visitors to the Heritage Center learn about Native text panels offer commentaries by modern Pueblo
American lifestyles from modern-day tribal people.
members. 

- Marissa Dominguez Karchut, 
Museum Specialist 

Teaching the Children Well 

Cortez area school children take notes 
during an educational field trip to Sand 
Canyon. 

Artwork from the Escalante Curriculum. 

Educational opportunities at Canyons of the Ancients are unlimited, 
but the trick is 
citizen owners. Local teachers are aided in this endeavor through a 
collection of experience-based lesson plans called the Escalante 
Curriculum. 

The Escalante Curriculum offers 10 different self-guided activities 
and is available free to teachers 

educational visits to the 
Heritage Center or National 
Monument. 
designed for fourth- through eighth-grade students visiting the Heritage 
Center. 
individual abilities or grade levels. 

Activities range from touring the Heritage Center gallery to more in 
depth activities focusing on themes from archaeology to bird watching. 
As a part of the program, a college-credit workshop for teachers 
interested in using the curriculum is offered each summer. 

Production was funded by the Colorado State Historic Fund and BLM 
National Fee Demonstration Project. 

- Victoria Atkins, Interpretive Education Lead 

to get kids personally engaged in the resources as 

and group leaders to help enhance 

The lessons are 

The activities are flexible enough to be adjusted to reflect 
























