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Partnership Brings Peace
to the Arkansas River

By Denise I. Adamic

It's high noon and the sun is blistering on the
Arkansas River. Tensions are as high as the spring
runoff has brought private citizens and commercial
boaters to another showdown of users in the river
valley. Will this standoff end in a heated fist fight or
a boisterous exchange of foul words as so many
meetings have before it?

Today the answer is likely no, but this was a com-
mon concern and a usual end to many summer days
on the upper stretch of the Arkansas River - that is
until the creation of the Arkansas Headwaters
Recreation Area (AHRA).

The AHRA, a management partnership between the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Royal Gorge
Field Office and Colorado State Parks, is a 150 mile
stretch of recreation area along the Arkansas River
corridor. The area extends from Leadville to the Pueblo Reservoir. With cooperative
efforts from the National Forest Service (FS) and the Colorado Division of Wildlife
S (DOW), the program strives to balance increasing recreation use with the demands
and responsibilities of protecting this natural resource.

In the mid 80s, the Arkansas River’s notoriety for whitewater rafting spread, creating
competition for river use, not only between commercial boating companies, but also
among fishermen, wildlife viewers, campers, hikers, and picnickers. The river soon
became known as the busiest in the nation, and recreational users fought to gain
access resulting in management problems.

Paul Trentzsch, the renewable resources supervisor for the Royal Gorge Field Office,
and one of the forefathers of the AHRA, remembers the days before the plan when he
received up to ten complaints a day regarding river use.







