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White River Field Office 

220 E Market St 

Meeker, CO 81641 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 

NUMBER :  CO-110-2008-165-EA 

 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER:    COC73040 

 

PROJECT NAME :  New right-of-way to replace an expired authorization 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION :  Sixth Principal Meridian, Colorado 

    T. 4 S., R. 102 W., 

        Sec. 29, lot 2, NW¼SE¼. 

 

 

APPLICANT :  National Fuel Corporation 

 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS: None 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES :   

 

Background/Introduction:  Right-of-way (ROW) COC34309 expired on July 13, 2002, and a 

renewal request was not received at that time. 

 

Proposed Action:  The proposed action is for the issuance of a new ROW to replace the expired 

ROW COC34309.  The new serial number will be COC73040.  The ROW is for access to a fee 

well, the Kirby Eidson #28-4.  The access road currently does not require any improvements and 

will be used year round for production operations. 

 

The ROW length is 1,100 feet with a width of 40 feet encompassing 1.01 acres, more or less.  

The new ROW will have a 30 year term expiring December 31, 2037.  The mitigations measures 

contained in the expired right-of-way grant will be carried forward in the new grant. 

 

No Action Alternative:   Under the No Action Alternative, the application would be denied and 

a new route into the fee well would have to found. 

 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT CARRIED FORWARD :  None 
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NEED FOR THE ACTION : The purpose of the proposed action is to manage multiple uses on 

Public Lands in a manner that avoids, minimizes, reduces, or mitigates potential impacts to other 

resource values. 

 

 

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW :  The Proposed Action is subject to and has been 

reviewed for conformance with the following plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3):   

 

Name of Plan: White River Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management 

Plan (ROD/RMP). 

 

Date Approved:  July 1, 1997 

 

Decision Number/Page:  Pages 2-49 thru 2-52 

 

Decision Language:  ñTo make public lands available for the siting of public and private 

facilities through the issuance of applicable land use authorizations, in a manner that provides for 

reasonable protection of other resource values.ò 

 

 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES / 

MITIGATION MEASURES :   

 

STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LAND HEALTH :  In January 1997, Colorado Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) approved the Standards for Public Land Health.  These standards cover 

upland soils, riparian systems, plant and animal communities, threatened and endangered 

species, and water quality.  Standards describe conditions needed to sustain public land health 

and relate to all uses of the public lands.  Because a standard exists for these five categories, a 

finding must be made for each of them in an environmental analysis.  These findings are located 

in specific elements listed below: 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM ANALYSIS RECORD CHECKLIST  
 

 

DETERMINATION OF  STAFF: 
Determination Resource Rationale  for Determination* 

CRITICAL ELEMENTS  

NI Air Quality 

The proposed action is not located within a ten mile radius of 

any special designation air sheds or non attainment areas.  No 

change of use is requested for the right-of-way, therefore air 

impacts are not expected beyond historical uses. 

NP 
Areas of Critical  

Environmental Concern 
There are no ACECs within proximity of the proposed action. 

NP Cultural Resources 

The proposed ROW is covered by all or parts of four cultural 

inventories, (Babcock 1980, Compliance Dated 11/18/1980, 

Tate 1980a, 1980b, Compliance Dates 6/13/1980 and 7/18/1980 

respectively and Wignall 1982, Compliance Dated 6/22/1982).  

There are no cultural resources in the ROW area and as long as 
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DETERMINATION OF  STAFF: 
Determination Resource Rationale  for Determination* 

there is no new construction outside of existing disturbance there 

should be no impacts to cultural resources.    

NI 
Invasive,  

Non-native Species  

Cheatgrass, (Bromus tectorum) an invasive annual grass is 

known to occur in the area.  Since there is no new disturbance, 

the proposed ROW will not contribute to the establishment, 

growth, or expansion of this species.  As long as there is no new 

disturbance there is no impact to Invasive, Non-native species. 

NI Migratory Birds 

The access road has been in existence for several years. While 

there would be no direct habitat loss associated with this 

renewal, it is likely that nest densities within 100 m of the road 

will continue to be suppressed for the life of the well that this 

road serves.  

NP 

Threatened, Endangered,  

and  

Sensitive Animal Species 

There are no special status wildlife species known to inhabit or 

derive substantial use from the project area. 

NP 

Threatened, Endangered,  

and  

Sensitive Plant Species 

There are no special status plants or associated habitats 

associated with the proposed action. 

NP 
Wastes 

 (hazardous or solid) 

No additional construction or drilling activities are planned on 

public lands. 

NI 
Water Quality  

(Surface/Ground 

Mitigation requires BLM road standards and proper maintenance 

that should protect public lands from localized erosion and 

runoff concentration that is typically associated with roads. 

NP Wetlands/Riparian Zones 
There are no wetlands or riparian areas that would be impacted 

by the existing access road. 

NP Wilderness 
There is not any Wilderness or Wilderness Study Areas that 

would be impacted by the existing access road. 

NP = not present in the area impacted by the proposed or alternative actions  

NI = present, but not affected to a degree that detailed analysis is required  

PI = present with potential for impact analyzed in detail in the EA 

 

 

CRITICAL ELEMENTS NOT PRESENT OR NOT AFFECTED :  No flood plains, prime 

and unique farmlands, or Wild and Scenic Rivers exist within the area affected by the proposed 

action.  There are also no Native American religious or environmental justice concerns 

associated with the proposed action.  

 

NON-CRITICAL ELEMENTS  

 
Determination Resource Rationale  for Determination* 

NON CRITICAL ELEMENT S: 

NI Soils 

Mitigation requires BLM road standards and proper maintenance that 

should protect public lands from localized erosion and runoff 

concentration that is typically associated with roads. 

NI Vegetation 
As long as there is no new disturbance and travel  is restricted to 

established road, there will be no change from the present situation. 

NI Livestock Grazing 

The proposed ROW occurs within the west creek pasture of the Twin 

Buttes Allotment (06346).  This area is used in the summer and fall by 

the Twin Buttes Ranch Co.  As long as there is no new disturbance, and 

stipulations from the expired grant are carried forward there will be no 
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Determination Resource Rationale  for Determination* 

NON CRITICAL ELEMENT S: 

impact to livestock grazing. 

NP Wildlife, Aquatic 
There are no aquatic wildlife species known to inhabit or derive 

substantial use from the project area. 

NI Wildlife, Terrestrial 

The access road occurs within winter range for mule deer and elk. Nearby 

trees may also provide suitable nesting habitat for woodland raptors. 

There are no narrowly endemic or highly specialized wildlife species 

known to inhabit the project area. Since there will be no new disturbance 

associated with this action, any impact to wildlife species will likely be 

behavioral avoidance of the area if traffic rates increase. Since the road is 

already constructed and currently in use, there will be no change from the 

present situation. 

NP = not present in the area impacted by the proposed or alternative actions  

NI = present, but not affected to a degree that detailed analysis is required  

PI = present with potential for impact analyzed in detail in the EA 

 

 

OTHER NON-CRITICAL ELEMENTS :  For the following elements, only those brought 

forward for analysis will be addressed further. 
 

Non-Critical Element NA or Not 

Present 

Applicable or 

Present, No Impact 

Applicable & Present and 

Brought Forward for Analysis 

Access and Transportation  X  

Cadastral Survey X   

Fire Management  X  

Forest Management X   

Geology and Minerals  X  

Hydrology/Water Rights  X  

Law Enforcement  X  

Noise X   

Paleontology  X  

Rangeland Management  X  

Realty Authorizations  X  

Recreation  X  

Socio-Economics  X  

Visual Resources  X  

Wild Horses X   

 

 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS S UMMARY:  Cumulative impacts from oil and gas development 

were analyzed in the White River Resource Area Proposed Resource Management Plan/Final 

Environmental Impact Statement (PRMP/FEIS) completed in June 1996.  Current development, 
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including the proposed action, has not exceeded the cumulative impacts from the foreseeable 

development analyzed in the PRMP/FEIS.   

 

 

REFERENCES CITED:   

 

Babcock, Thomas 

1980 Archaeological survey of Northwest Pipeline Corporationôs Lateral A-27 Pipeline Route 

Rio Blanco County, Colorado.  Grand River Consultants, Inc., Grand Junction, Colorado. 

 

Tate, Marcia 

1980a Archaeological Survey for Provident Resources, Govôt 7-29-4-102, Access Road.  

Powers Elevation Company, Denver, Colorado 

 

1980b Archaeological Survey for Northwest Pipeline Provident Govôt 15-32-4-102 Connecting 

Pipeline and Provident Resources Govôt. 15-32-4-102 Well pad and Access Route, Rio 

Blanco County, Colorado.  Powers Elevation Company, Denver, Colorado. 

 

Wignall, Clifton 

1982 Cultural Resources Inventory Report of Proposed Access road Location in Rio Blanco 

County, Colorado for Walter S. Fees. Jr.  Grand River Institute., Grand Junction, 

Colorado. 

 

PERSONS / AGENCIES CONSULTED:   None 

 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW :   

 

Name Title  Area of Responsibility 

Bob Lange Hydrologist 

Air Quality, Wastes (Hazardous or Solids), Water 

Quality (Surface and Ground), Hydrology and 

Water Rights, and Soils 

Ken Holsinger Botanist 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, 

Threatened and Endangered Plant Species 

Michael Selle Archeologist Cultural Resources, Paleontological Resources 

Tyrell Turner 
Rangeland Management 

Specialist 

Invasive, Non-Native Species, Vegetation , 

Rangeland Management 

Heather Sauls Wildlife Biologist 

Migratory Birds, Threatened, Endangered and 

Sensitive Animal Species, Terrestrial and Aquatic 

Wildlife, Wetlands and Riparian Zones 

Chris Ham Outdoor Recreation Planner Wilderness, Access and Transportation, Recreation,  

Jim Michels Fire/Fuels Technician Fire Management, Forest Management 

Paul Daggett Mining Engineer Geology and Minerals 

Penny Brown Realty Specialist Realty Authorizations 

Chris Ham Outdoor Recreation Planner Visual Resources 

Melissa J. Kindall Range Technician Wild Horses 
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Finding of No Significant Impact/Decision Record 

(FONSI/DR) 
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FINDING OF NO SIGNI FICANT IMPACT (FONSI )/RATIONALE : The environmental 

assessment and analysis of the environmental effects of the proposed action have been reviewed.  

The approved mitigation measures (listed below) result in a Finding of No Significant Impact on 

the human environment.  Therefore, an environmental impact statement is not necessary to 

further analyze the environmental effects of the proposed action. 

 

DECISION/RATIONALE :  It is my decision to approve the proposed action with the following 

mitigation measures. 

 

MITIGATION MEASURES :  Standard Stipulations from the expired right-of-way grant: 

 

1.  In construction, operation, maintenance and termination of the facilities authorized by this 

right-of-way grant, the holder shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for 

employment because of race, creed, color, sex or national origin.  All subcontracts shall include 

an identical provision. 

 

2.  The holder is responsible for informing all persons who are associated with the project 

operations that they will be subject to prosecution for knowingly disturbing historic or 

archaeological sites, or for collecting artifacts.  If historic or archaeological materials are 

uncovered during any project or construction activities, the holder is to immediately stop 

activities in the immediate area of the find that might further disturb such materials, and 

immediately contact the authorized officer (AO).  Within five working days the AO will inform 

the holder as to: 

 whether the materials appear eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 

 the mitigation measures the holder will likely have to undertake before the site can be used 

(assuming in situ preservation is not necessary) 

 a timeframe for the AO to complete an expedited review under 36 CFR 800-11 to confirm, 

through the State Historic Preservation Officer, that the findings of the AO are correct and 

that mitigation is appropriate. 

If the holder wishes, at any time, to relocate activities to avoid the expense of mitigation and/or 

the delays associated with this process, the AO will assume responsibility for whatever 

recordation and stabilization of the exposed materials may be required.  Otherwise, the holder 

will be responsible for mitigation cost.  The AO will provide technical and procedural guidelines 

for the conduct of mitigation. Upon verification from the AO that the required mitigation has 

been completed, the holder will then be allowed to resume construction. 

 

3.  Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g) the holder of this authorization must notify the AO, by telephone, 

with written confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary items, 

sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony. Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and (d), you 

must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery and protect it for 30 days or until notified to 
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proceed by the authorized officer. 

 

4.  The holder shall comply with the applicable Federal and State laws and regulations 

concerning the use of pesticides (i.e., insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, rodenticides, and other 

similar substances) in all activities and/or operations under this right-of-way grant.  The holder 

shall obtain from the authorized officer approval of a written plan prior to the use of such 

substances.  The plan must provide for the type and quantity of material to be used; the pest 

insect, fungus, etc., to be controlled; the method of application, the location for storage and 

disposal of containers; and other pertinent information that the authorized officer may require.  

The plan should be submitted no later than December 1 of the calendar year that covers the 

proposed activities for the next fiscal year. 

 

5.  Emergency use of pesticides may occur.  The use of substances on or near the right-of-way 

area shall be in accordance with the approved plan.  A pesticide shall be used only in accordance 

with its registered uses and without other limitations if the Secretary of the Interior has not 

imposed restrictions.  A pesticide shall not be used if the Secretary has prohibited its use.  

Pesticides shall not be permanently stored on public lands authorized for use under this right-of-

way grant. 

 

6.  The holder shall notify the authorized officer 24 hours prior to start of construction or 

maintenance activities. 

 

7.  All construction activity shall cease when soils or road surfaces become saturated to a depth 

of 3 inches unless otherwise approved by the authorized officer. 

 

8.  Access roads will be maintained according to BLM Manual Section 9113 standards for road 

shape and drainage features at all times during construction, drilling and production.  Culverts and 

waterbars should be installed according to 9113 standards and sized for the 10-year storm event with no 

static head and to pass a 25-year event without failing. 
 

9.  Keep road inlet and outlet ditches, catch basins, and culverts free of obstructions, particularly before 

and during spring runoff. Routine machine-cleaning of ditches should be kept to a minimum during wet 

weather.  Leave the disturbed area in a condition that provides drainage with no additional maintenance. 
 

10.  Locate culverts or drainage dips in such a manner as to avoid discharge onto unstable terrain such as 

headwalls or slumps. Provide adequate spacing to avoid accumulation of water in ditches or road 

surfaces. Monitor culvert installations to ensure adequate armoring of inlet and outlet and no erosion of 

design. Patrol areas susceptible to road or watershed damage during periods of high runoff.  
 

11.  Prior to construction, all trees requiring removal along the right-of-way shall be purchased 

and disposed of by the holder.  All stems and branches over 4 inches in diameter shall be:  a) 

removed from Federal land for resale or private use, or b) cut into lengths not exceeding 4 feet 

and scattered along the road route.  All stumps and branches (less and 4 inches in diameter) shall 

be disposed of by piling and burning or scattering along the rehabilitated areas as directed by the 

authorized officer. 
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12.  The holder shall promptly remove and dispose of all waste caused by its activities as 

directed by the authorized officer.  The term ñwasteò as used herein means all discarded matter 

including, but not limited to, human waste, trash, garbage, refuse, petroleum products, ashes, and 

equipment.  Wastes shall be disposed in a sanitary landfill unless otherwise approved by the 

authorized officer. 

 

13.  Functional use of all livestock and other improvements must be maintained at all times. 

 

14.  The holder shall be responsible for road maintenance from the beginning to completion of 

operations under this grant.  This may include, but not limited to, blading the roadway, cleaning 

ditches and drainage facilities, dust abatement, or other requirements as directed by the 

authorized officer. 

 

15.  Final reclamation of the road following abandonment shall be achieved with the native seed 

mix noted below. Successful re-vegetation shall be achieved within three years following final 

reclamation.  Holder is responsible for making repeated re-vegetation attempts until reclamation 

is successful. The holder shall be required to monitor these reclaimed sites for a minimum of 

three years post-construction to detect the presence of noxious/invasive species.  Any such 

species that occur shall be eradicated. 

 
Native Seed Mix No. 2 

Species (Variety) 
Lbs. PLS 

per Acre 
Ecological Sites 

Western wheatgrass (Rosanna) 

Indian ricegrass (Nezpar)  

Bluebunch wheatgrass (Whitmar) 

Thickspike wheatgrass (Critana) 

Green needlegrass (Lodorm) 

Globemallow 

Alternates:  Fourwing saltbush, Utah 

sweetvetch, balsamroot 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0.5 

Deep Loam, Loamy 10"-14", Loamy Breaks, 

Loamy Slopes, Rolling Loam, Valley Bench 

 

 

NAME OF PREPARER:  Penny Brown 

 

 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR : Caroline Hollowed  



 


