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General Comments
Christo and Jean Claude Over

Total Number of general comments 253

Letter# Comment# General Comments

1261 2461 ..all environmental impact concerns shoul be listed so that procedures can be put in place to make certain that 
impact is minimal

1258 2595 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable, and certainly causing less environmental impact, than 
many other the muliple uses that we embrace throughout the year.

1246 2438 I have recently learned that Christo and Jeanne-Claude will pay for communications towers in the canyon which 
will be left behind after the completion of the project.  This seems to me to be a wonderful benefit for the residents 
of the canyon.

1214 2393 I think it is such a shame to cover our beautiful Arkansas River.  There is nothing as pretty as what God has 
made.  We don't need to try to improve on his work, and all the dangers it poses for our local people, as well as 
the tourists.

1213 2392 form 1150

Every community privileged enough to host a project has been thrilled with the results and people like me, who 
love Christo and Jeanne-Claude's work will be thrilled to again see and enjoy another project.

1202 2374 …environmental art is just another avenue of expression the freedom to create.

1147 2283 I live in Cotopaxi and travel to Canon City about once or twice a week. I know the Canyon Road (Hwy 50) quite 
well and am very concerned about the actual logistics of the traffic will happen.

1137 1919 In the CTF minutes from 1996, I have the initial meeting minutes, Christo's events drawing people as follows:  
Running Fence in CA 1.000.000 people, Paris Bridge 3.000.000 people, Reichstag 5.000.000 visitors, seems the 
250K estimate is artificially low.  That none of his projects have drawn less than a million visitors.      Has Christo 
alienated so.  His projects have been steadily increasing in visitation, not decreasing.  In 96, he states a million 
projected visitors, and 11 years later only predicts 250 thousand.  Has this changed??

1127 1897 Please accept the following comments from the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society, the local chapter of the 
National Audubon Society that represents 500 members who live in southeast Colorado.  …the impacts of the 
proposed "Over the River" project may have on birds, other wildlife and their habitat in and near the Arkansas 
River between Canon City and Salida.  …            .
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1119 1892 The first concern is the time (years) that it will take for the "art" to be put in place, creating disruptions to native 
species and the environment, this is not counting the few weeks it is in place in its final form, this will not be a few 
months effort.  ..is the "blight" that will remain even after the supposed removal of the "art".  The drilling and 
digging to implant the supports for the span will be permanent.  ..there are still numerous bedraggled remains of 
that piece of artwork that are unsightly and unnatural.

1117 1890 As part of the planning, public agencies and the artists sould jointly develop "Go - No Go" scenarios for each 
stage of the project so that if there are unforeseen negative circumstances at any point in the planning and 
implementation of the project, certain circumstances would result in the project being brought to a halt.

1117 1886 I hope to see careful, detailed joint planning between public agencies and the artists, so that all potential negative 
impacts on the natural environment and on people and transportation are eliminated, or mitigated to the extent 
possible.

1113 1880 The new dollars added to the economy are a permanent benefit.  New knowledge about environment and wildlife 
will be valuable in enhancement and preservation.  The benefits of the artwork itself are many.  It will take 3 years 
to opening day of Over the River in 2009.  Over the River will be amazing and beautiful in itself.  It will be 
masterfully desinged to blend with the environment and landscape.  The river and landscape will be transformed 
with movement and changing colors.l  We will see the river and the lanscape in the august full moon and shower 
of stars.  For some people, as they see and feel, the space and light will fit itself indelibly into mind memory and 
body memory.  Some people will glide down the river on a frat, and see the sky and sun through a translucent veil 
overhead.  A cross country semi driver will see the river through the windshield of his cab, high above the road, 
probably only once.  Some people will need a quiet isolated place to see and meditate.  Some will want to sleet 
next to the river.  Some will join a playful group, and have a lot of fun.  And some will only see photos and 
drawings in the future.  Of course, some people don't tolerate artwork like this at all, others will wonder what the 
fuss is about.  Some will look at the artwork for five minutes at the start, then turn around and drive away, and 
later tell friends they say it.

1110 1875 As the former executive director of Fremont County Economic Development for five years, I have personally been 
involved with the Over the River project since 1996.
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1102 1867 I am a full time resident of Chaffee County living near hwy 285 about 10 miles north of Salida.  The proposed 
Christo project on the Arkansas River requires a full EIS, per NEPA regulations.  The proposed project has a 
potential for significant evnironmental impact and a public controversy over the potential risks, adverse impacts 
and benefits of the project is abundantly evident.  As stated in NEPA, an EIS will be prepared for a proposed 
action the "significantly affects the quality of the human environment," or is "highly controversial with respect to 
the environmental effects," in other words when a substantial dispute exists as to the size, nature of effect of the 
federal action.  "EIS's shall serve as a means of assessing the environmental impacts of proposed…actions, 
rather than justifying decisions already made (OPNAVINST 5090.1).  The geographical extent of the action is 
extensive.  The extent of both the direct and indirect impacts must be considered.  Due to the topography of the 
area and the limited access to the canyon itself..as well as adjacent communities and counties in the mountains to 
the west..the geographical extent of the project's direct and indirect impacts could be hundreds of square miles.  
The project's potential impace covers diverse habitats, including waters of the US, riparian habitat, rocky slopes, 
forested land, seeps, springs and ephemeral wetlands, and both grass and shrublands.  The proposed project will 
be carried out over time and involve sequential steps and phases which will compound the adverse environmental 
effects and increase the environment's and the community's exposure to various risks and hazards.

1100 1862 Are not the federal agencies supposed to be looking out for the safety of the American citizens and their 
environment?  Specifically, should not the residents of this canyon (people and animals) deserve any 
consideration?     Why haven't the agencies put a stop to this right now and tell Christo he has to discontinue the 
project or move it to a safer place?

1100 1865 I have been told by a local agency that I ned to trust the government on this.  With the thoughts of Katrina 
survivors in mind, I guess that means after a two year disruption of my life, I can expect to be huddled with the 
masses in a place where the restrooms don't work, starved, dehydrated, raped and mugged for a week or more 
until a working plan is developed, assuming I have lived through the ordeal.  Do you really want to create a man 
made Katrina type disaster?

1100 1863 This project could be moved to the Royal Gorge area.  This is a tourist area, where parking is available.  People 
could walk, not drive, through the exhibit.  Already being a tourist area, the wildlife in the Gorge area are minimally 
affected.

1097 1853 Because of the huge impact on wildlife, the ecosystem, vegetation and river we need a full study done.      This 
project will affect the environment and wildlife for a long time.  Thank you for your considuration of my request for 
an environmental impact study instead of just an environmental assessment.

1096 1852 I am a 59 year old dentist with a BS in Forestry management.  I work full time in buean Vista so I drive the canyon 
almost daily.  I do not feel that just an environmental assesment of the "Over the River" project will be adequate.  
Please consider a full EIS.
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1094 1851 As a full-time resident of Chaffee Co.  I am a co-owner of a Bed and Breakfast business in Chaffee County.  We 
would undoubtly financially projet from the increase of tourism should this project be done.  The benefit to our 
business does not outweigh the damage that would be involved from this ill-advised "art".

1090 1846 I currently commute from Hillside to Salida to work.  I regularly see bald eagles, elk, big horn sheep, deer, foxes, 
and once a mountain lion.

1088 1841 …proponents arguments that the river basin has already been overwhelmingly altered by the construction of the 
highway and the railroad.  …further alteration will not help the situation.

1087 1837 I am a property owner of land in the Glen Vista Estates SW Canon City.  …is going to have a negative impact on 
the wildlife.

1080 1830 Having worked at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant for 28 years, I recently relived the feeling of panic and 
danger that comes over people when an emergency occurs.

1079 1827 I am a firefighter and EMT in Howard.  From a safety point, the Christo project should not even be considered in 
this area!  It would simply be too dangerous!

1079 2225 How the government, who claims to have a "Safety First" policy, can even consider such a project!!!!

1078 2222 Christo's project promises a temporary presence with extensive impacts.  Whether the long term price paid by the 
canyon itself and its inhabitants is a wise purchase for a two week product. Only a full Environmental Impact 
Study can determine that.

1078 2220 Should the distant voices of city residents weith equally with canyon residents and workers whose livelihood and 
life quality are deminished, or even endangered, by the construction issues that this art project demands?

1078 1826 As an area resident who splits my time between Canon City and Nathrop.  The primary question is not about the 
value of "Over the River" as art.  Rather, it's the location.      Those who live and work in the middle of those 
effects?

1077 2218 According to a highly credentialled plant biologist living here requires a full EIS (Environmental Impact Study) per 
NEPA regulations, there being two criteria:  sufficient public outcry, or dangers to humans and the environment. A 
third criterion: "complexity", and indicated the complexities are mounting.  All three criteria clearly exist.

1076 1824 I would like to see a full and complete environmental impact statement compleded by a non biased third party.  All 
state and local agencies involved in considering Mr. Christo's art project on the Arkansas river have the 
responsibility of holding the project up for close scrutiny after all effects of such a project are well know and well 
studied.  A full and complete environmental impact study by an unbiased third party needs to be completed.

1072 1821 Artists should have access as well as hikers, hunters, drivers, fisherman and developers.
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1067 1812 Transportation and recreation impacts will be significant simply by the projected value of users.  There are 
mitigations proposed byt resource concerns described about won't be reduced to the impact levels where a Fohsi 
can be granted.  The size and controversery of a proposed management activity is sufficient criteria where an EIS 
is warranted.

1067 1811 ..whether or not significant residual impact of the project may result.  An EIS, not an Ea is required.  Significant 
Benificial impacts to socioeconomics will result.  The class II designation will be exceeded because the project will 
not retain the existing character of the affected landscape.

1061 2208 We don't claim to be more important than anyone else, or to demand preferential treatment or concurrence with 
our views of the project, but we do contend that the arrival on the scene of this new act should in no way 
compromise the integrity of your existing partnerships or the essential fishing experience that is currently being 
enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year.  You have a moral responsibility to insure that the that our business 
and the future of fly fishing on the Arkansas is not compromised by "Over the River".  I hope you will give this 
issue your strongest consideration as you work through the process that lies ahead.

1061 2205 As I have passed sleepless nights working through the scenarios and issues that "Over the River" brings to my 
doorstep, I have tried to triage the situation and look for a pathway through this for ArkAnglers.  Ideally, the project 
would not be approved and we could continue celebrating the real events of the valley - snowfall, hatches, high 
water, fall colors.  That is what I am asking for.  That is the best solution in my opinion, certainly for my business 
and the fishing community.

1061 2204 For one whose business has been based on relationships, I see our efforts to protect our business from 
destruction by this project as countered by the backlash that will result from that very attempt.  We are damned if 
we do and damned if we don't.

1061 2203 The pyramidal structure of the Department of the Interior coupled with the national and international support for 
the project and the perception among local boosters of an economic windfall suggests that the project will go 
forward.  There is a ban wagon mentality taking root within the tourism sector of our economy which casts 
resistance to the project by a tourism business tantamount to a betrayal of the local economy.

1061 2202 I can only hope that there truly is a partnership between ArkAnglers and the BLM.  I have heard it said in 
numerous circles that the EA and EIS are mere formalities, that this project will be approved in the end.  And as 
someone who has followed the artists' careers over the years (I majored in fine arts at Yale University with an 
emphasis on sculpture), there is no question in my mind that they have the resources and will to see it throuth.

1056 1794 My greatest concern is safety of all residents in the Arkansas River Valley.  Being a resident at Cotopaxi we will be 
hemed in for 14 days at the least.  My question - if this is only 14 days how long will they close one lane of traffic 
to start the draping.  July-Aug is not speedie enough than again Sept. fabric removal.  It appears to me the Valley 
residents will be inconvenienced or be limited in activity for 3 mo. Not just 2 weeks.
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1052 1783 Art was my minor in college, so I was aware of the fame and work of Jeanne-Claude and Christo when I first met 
them in 1996.  They conceived of the project when they were wrapping the Pont Neuf, an historic bridge in Paris.  
When I look at Jeanne Claude and Christo's art, I am reminded of the grand scale of the statues at the ancient 
Greek Parthenon.

1052 2186 My experience studying public lands and problems of management enables me to make a positive comment on 
the feasibility of this project.

1049 1776 The will put us on the Art Map internationally.

1048 2185 My husband is on the Indian Springs Volunteer Fire Squad.  Would someone who needs their services get help in 
time, or would the victim's home burn because equipment and volunteers were impeded a timely response by the 
OTR project?

1048 1774 Like many other Americans, I enjoy art and I accept that "Art" remains in the eye of the beholder.  I walked his 
golden Wrapped Walk Ways in Loose Park and saw his Gates in Central Park.  I didn't oppose these projects 
because mitigation was possible and compromise could be reached.  More than one roadway to the venue was 
possible, so although traffic patterns were changed, peoples lives were not severly impacted.  They were free to 
attend the venue or not.  That is NOT the case here in Christo's Over the River Project.     When physically 
walking on Christo's Wrapped Walk Ways in Loose Park, the project impacted me on an emotional level;  As I 
walked, my forward movement created a mini-wind which caused the fabric to undulate in a magical wave-like 
motion.  It gave me a sense of wonderment like a child.  I just kept wanting to keep walking just to see the motion 
created.  Again in New York city, the wind combined with the sky to create a sense of altered reality as Christo's 
panels of fabric gates fluttered overhead.

1047 1766 Please consider the following letter of concern presented to the Deer Mt. Fire Protection Board (a special tax 
district in Fremont County).  There are 2 board members and one fire chief from the Coaldale area of the district 
that stand to profit financially from Christo's "Over the River" project.  The fire chief owns riverfront property that is 
one of the proposed draping areas will undoubtedly be compensated financially for the use of his property. The 
board member who passed out the DMFPD information at the BLM scoping meeting, owns an art shop in 
Coaldale on highway 50.  He will stand to profit directly from the influx of 25,000 tourists to the area.  The current 
chair of the board also owns property on hwy 50, in Coaldale.  He as a member of the Coaldale fire department.

1044 2173 Their extensive research and the minimal length of time that each project requires have always resulted in making 
Christo's projects optimally effective and memorable.

1044 2172 The Christos had a positive effect on humankind and other living creatures inhabiting the area.

1044 1763 They are remarkable and world renowned artists who have a long and successful history of creating sensitive and 
beautiful environmental artworks.
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1043 1762 Colorado is fortunate to have a second opportunity to see the work of these great artists.  I'm sure we can expect 
the same remarkable transformation among those who are at first fearful of the effects.

1041 1759 I live in Westcliffe, Colorado and have been a part time resident since 1987 and full time resident since 1999.

1041 1761 Justifiably this art is more difficult to grasp.  It is avant-garde.  It is not something to possess.  "One is not 
motivated by desire or fear, but rather simply held in aesthetic arrest by a rhythm of beauty and mystery.  We are 
turned from pure object into pure subject.  Thus are has a certain psychological value - one of the diminishment of 
ego, of non-possession - just pure awe"     With the proper studies, planning and permits we are confident  the 
BLM can allay the majority of the obvious concerns.

1039 1754 I live here with my family is to enjoy the natural scenery.  I love the mountains.  I love showing the wild animals to 
my young son.  We watch the exciting sunsets.  We watch the cottonwoods change color and we enjoy life.

1037 2163 As a resident of Colorado and a property owner in nearby Custer county, I do not believe this project is anything 
more than a giant publicity stunt and an extension of the Christo's arrogant elitism.

1035 1749 I have fished on the Arkansas many times and have traveled along highway 50 when any bit of road construction 
can cause a rather major traffic backup.

1034 1748 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our 
community.  It will give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land and the friendliness of 
our people to visitors from all over the world.

1033 1747 The information given to me by the BLM representative that I spoke with, the public comments are about 80% 
against this project.  Does that not speak volumes?  I came away from the meeting feeling that this was a done 
deal.  This project will progress in some form.  Will anyone in the permitting agencies risk being labeled a "small 
town hick" by the in crowd and step up to do his or her job?

1033 1745 After talking with many representatives from most of the permitting agencies, I have come away with the feeling 
that the main thrust of these agencies is to limit tha damage to the river, the canyon, the wildlife, and the people in 
the area.  The charge given to these agencies is to stop damage.  This charge is demonstrated by the closing of 
access to many areas by the BLM because of damages being done by motorized vehicles.

1032 1742 As residents and business owners in Chaffee County we would like to express our support for the proposed Over 
the River Project by Christo and jeanne-Claude.  Their attention to detail in the preparation of their projects 
demonstrates their commitment to preserve the natural beauty of the areas selected.

1032 2161 The mere idea of attracting a large number of people to the banks of the Arkansas River has created a fever pitch 
of opposition.  The reasons for opposition are wide and varied and most are serious concerns.
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1029 1739 We live approximately half way between Salida and Canon City.  My concern is the impact on traffic from all 
phases of the project (construction display, dismantling).  According to project information, there will be an impact 
for at least 2 years.

1025 1731 …project will enhance appreciation of our Arkansas River and be a benefit to our state.  Since 1971 I have 
experienced Christo/Jeanne-Claude projects four states including colorado  Projects are always catalysts to 
healthy discussions of public/private land use, public/private funding.

1024 1728 …As a resident of Fremont and Chaffee counties since 1977, I have perhaps a special fondness for Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

1020 1725 The scrutiny that Over the River is subject to is appropriate and necessary.  Because they want this project to be 
successful and appreciated by the community, Christo and Jeanne-Claude have no interest at all in disregarding 
any concerns that citizens have about this project.

1010 1697 My teenage children and I drove along the hills of California to enjoy the wonderful exhibition of Christo's Umbrella 
project a few years ago.  It was a magical day and everyone we met was so happy and proud of the work they 
were doing, so happy to help.  California benefited from the Umbrella Project, New York from the Gates and I'm 
sure Colorado will benefit greatly from Over the River Project.  Colorado cannot miss this opportunity to be part of 
a great moment in time.  I look forward to bringing my grown children to float down the river under the Christo's art 
project.

1000 1691 The Rocky Mountain Bighorn Society (RMBS) is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization that was formed in 1975 by a 
group of colorado citizens concerned about the future of colorado's state animal the bighorn sheep.  With an 
active membership of over 900 members, RMBS is dedicated to the conservation and enhancement of bighorn 
sheep and their habitats throughout the rocky Mountains with our primary emphasis on sheep within Colorado and 
Wyoming.  In cooperation with the Colorado division of wildlife, US Forest Service, bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and other federal, state and local agencies, the RMBS achieves our goals through fund raising, volunteer 
efforts and management and conservation efforts.

995 1683 I have both an art and a biology dereee and ully understand that are come in may shapes and forms which are 
aesthetically pleasing, usually only to a percentate of the population.  T  No understanding that those of us who 
live and work here will be the ones negatively impacted.

994 1682 I am convinced that those agencies involved in granting permits will carefully examine the issues and arrive at 
satisfactory resolutions.

985 1676 I never thought I's ever, ever have the opportunity to see on of their creations up close and personal.    The 
highway has lasting impact; the railroad has lasting impact.  …the lasting impact of this project will be on the 
economy of the area--a very positive impact indeed.
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964 1663 I would assume that part of an EIS would also consider the human dilemma of those of us who live within or at the 
west end of the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

925 1613 You'll probably face litigation and restraining orders should this be approved prior to publishing a complete habitat 
impact study.

924 1612 I own a piece of property in Howard Colorado.  I enjoy fishing this river quite a bit and I feel this would greatly 
hinder my ability to fish the river.

916 1607 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than to many other multiple uses that occur on 
public land.

902 1585 …as long-time residents who live adjacent to US Highway 50 between Canon City and Salida we support their 
artistic endeavors.

900 1583 I live in Salida and have a home in Coaldale.  The project will enhance the local beauty and is worth any 
inconvenience.

882 1574 …consider the enormous impact this event will have on the citizens, wildlife, ecology and environment of Western 
Fremont County.  The artist conduct a full Environmental Impact Study rather than an Environmental Assessment.

881 1572 I am a full time resident and homeowner in Chaffee county living in Salida.  The safety and well-geing of people 
and environment has been studied and reviewed to my satisfaction.

880 2099 It is imperative that an EIS be conducted.  By conducting and EIS, all the potential costs, disturbances, effects 
and ramifications of such a large scale event can be examined and vetted by the BLM.

880 2102 Blm should factor in the air pollution and liquid wastes from atuomobiles traveling the corridor, and determine via 
an EIS how this waste should be mitigated.

879 1566 …concerning the proposed Christo project.  There seems to be an ever growing controversy that is disturbing the 
peaceful discouse between the residents of Colorado.  …it is imperative that an Environmental Impact Statement 
be presented to the public.

877 2096 Please require a full Environmental Impact Statement for the Over the River project to assure that the canyon and 
all who live around it can remain healthy.

876 2090 The project is curently to be evaluated by an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The magnitude of the impacts that 
I have observed by both studying the materials provided at the public scoping meeting in Salida, and from a long 
standing personal connection with the river corridor absolutely demand that this project analysis be upgraded to a 
full Environmental Impact Study (EIS).
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876 2091 Thank you for the public input opportunities provided by Royal Gorge BLM staff.  The public scooping meeting 
was very well organized and staffed by a wide array of well-qualified people with connections to the proposed 
project.

876 1562 The Over the River Project by Christo and Jeanne-Claude has created a large controversy with its very serious 
potential for human and natural resource impacts.

876 2092 The three local meetings were a great way to involve the public.  The Royal Gorge BLM office has shown 
leadership in land management administration and should be recognized for their efforts.  Thanks to your staff for 
your efforts to involve the public.

875 1561 I am a fly fisherman who has enjoyed fishing the Arkansas River on a very regular basis since 1992.  I now live in 
Florence, CO.

870 1553 I am a resident in the area that will be directly impacted.  The people who will be affected the most by this URBAN 
project should be the ones considered.  We are the ones who have to drive the Route on a daily basis to and from 
work.  Who rely on emergency vehicles to reach our homes in a timely manner, receive business or personel 
deliveries without impairment.

868 1547 …the Over the River Project is a wonderful and a once in a lifetime experience for all of us in Colorado to witness 
this temporary (only 14 day) work of art which has been proposed by Christo and Jeanne-Claude.

863 1540 I fly out to Colorado Springs several times a year for uncrowded and pristine fly fishing on the lower Arkansas 
River upstream and downstream from Texas Creek.  If you approve this ludicrous plan, I will take my tourist 
dollars up to Fort collins and the Cache Le Poudre river or down to new Mexico and the cimarron River.

849 1520 I live in Pueblo, and when we have visitors we take them to Canon City and Salida area regularly.  I would not 
take anyone to see the river draped in so called "artistic dress".

848 1519 As a Professor of art and former Department Chair at Colorado State University, it has been my pleasure to know 
and work with the Christo's for the past three decades.  In 1985, I took a group of CSU art students and Colorado 
artists to Paris to participate in the wrapping of the Pont Neuf, the oldest bridge in Paris.  The event brought 
thousands of visitors and millions of dollars into the city.

845 1512 This project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our 
communities.
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844 1508 I am concerned with the process of the project that is being proposed for the Arkansas River by the artists Christo 
and jeanne-Claude.    During this time, expecially the presentation period, from Canon City to Salida, especially 
the 40 mile section of US Hwy 50 from Parkdale to Wellsville, will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit 
and enter from county roads and driveways.  This is extremely dangerous for residents, emergency vehicles, and 
commodity vehicles such as water, fuel, food and mail parcels to travel.  This highway is the only appropriate 
route from Pueblo, Southern Colorado Springs, and Canon city to the Salida area.  To have the commodities that 
need to enter Salida or anywhere in between Canon City and Salida go by an alternate route will raise the already 
high fuel cost or possibly not be delivered at all.  Roy Masinton, BLM in Canon City, is not listening to the very 
important voice of the people that live in the very section that the project is proposed to be.

840 1498 Canon City residents are truly blessed with such a remarkable place in our "backyard".  We have lived here for 
three years and have stated many times how lucky we are to have the BLM to help protect such a beautiful area 
of Colorado.  We are fortunate that just a few miles from our home we can watch the bighorn sheep graze along 
the river bank and climb the canyon walls.  We have seen the rams perform their mating rituals, and marveled at 
them butting heads to establish status over the ewes.  We have heard the echo bouncing off the canyon walls as 
their horns hit.  We have watched the young sheep as they play along the river banks, drink from the waters of the 
river, and learn their way in the wild.  We have watched the bald eagle and the kinfisher dive for fish in the 
Arkansas.  We've seen the dipper and the great blue heron along the banks of the river, as well as the many 
ducks and their young.  We've watched the fishermen cast their lines into the water and we've seen the trout 
swimming in the pools.

840 1499 We have sat on the river bank and the rocks listening to the sound of the river running and watching the water as 
it creates rapids running over the rocks.  We have watched the rafters smiling with delight at their experience on 
the river.  We have talked with many tourists who stop at the rest stops and are amazed at the beauty of the 
canyon.  The Big Horn Canyon and Arkansas River are eons old.  The walls of the canyon contain fossils from 
long ago.  On the banks of the river one can still find (though not collect) artifacts of the earliest inhabitants of this 
area.  To find a piece of flint that was left by an early fisherman or hunter is quite amazing.  The canyon contains 
many old forts build by the railroad workers to protect themselves during the building of the railroad.  ..also 
remnants of old buildings from the mining and railroad era.  We believe the construction project for the over the 
river project would have a detrimental impact on the canyon.  Such history cannot be ignored and must be 
protected and that is where the BLM is so important.
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838 1496 I thank you for your presence and the way in which the BLM has communicated to the people of Colorado 
outlining the Over the River Project proposed by world renowned artists, Christo and Jeanne-Cflaude.  The BLM 
Environmental Assessment Process for the Project allows each of us a voice and gives the artists an opportunity 
to establish a strong foundation on which to create Over the River.  I genuinely applaud the process.  Over the 
past month, I have read articles in the Pueblo Chieftain, The Mountain Mail, The Christian Science Monitor, The 
Gazette and the Canon City Daily Record.  I've, of course, visited the web site of Christo and jeanne-Claude.  I 
attended the pre-meeting with the artists in Salida on january 19 and learned more.  I gathered written information 
from agency representatives who were present at the meeting.  I mus confess, I left that meeting - dare I say - 
jazzed about the Over the River Project!  What a Gift to the people - citizens and visitors alike.

837 2070 My mind set is that the project should be approved, but I am not an expert, and will be satisfied with your best 
efforst to examine the facts.

837 2069 As a retired attorney, who has worked with many experts during litigation, I give very little credence to "experts" 
who do not have the educational and experiential credentials to support their statement.  It is my hope that the 
BLM will rely upon its own impartial investigation of the facts gathered by true professionals, and will make a 
judgement in the best interest of the people and the public land.

835 1490 I carefully reviewed all the information presented about the "Over the River" project at the Salida Senior Center.  I 
have grave, concerns about how heavily this will impact the area both environmentally and service wise.

835 2064 The agencies who have to approve this have already put in many hours to assess.  These agencies will have to 
put in many extra hours once the project is started and until it leaves.

834 1492 We are well aware of the fiasco that the project that Christo carried out at Rifle Gap turned out to be and we are 
appalled at  the idea that such a silly, pointless, and potentially dangerous project should be considered for our 
area.

834 2067 If there were a reason for the project that would contribute to the public welfare we feel there is so much danger 
(not so much in the construction itself) in the way people will behave while negotiating through, past or around it.

830 2062 The public meetings were well organized and every attempt was made to bring the public into public lands 
management at the three meetings provided by the Royal Gorge BLM Field office.

830 2061 The magnitude of the impacts that I have observed by both studying the materials provided at the public scoping 
meeting in Salida, and from a long-standing personal connection with the river corridor absolutely demand that 
this project analysis be upgraded to a full Environmental Impact Study (EIS).

830 2060 I have absolutely no confidence in their ability to control and mitigate the impacts created by the Over the 
River/Christo Project.
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830 1481 I know this reach of the Arkansas River intimately for many years of paddling it by kayak, hiking the lands along 
the river, as well as from traveling the highway.  I have raised a daughter to be both a user of public lands and 
also to be a steward or keeper of thos lands as well.  I have been firefighter and ambulance EMT for twenty 
years.  Given that perspective, I can see many impacts from the Project.

829 2057 The planning process has already brought stimulating discussion and added appreciation of our environment.

828 1477 This project will NOT enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River OR be of ANY benefit to our 
community.

822 1470 Christo and Jean-Claude are two of the most important artists in the world.  I was stunned to hear that a group 
had formed to oppose their project.  Their OVER THE RIVER project will bring even more distinction to the great 
state of Colorado.

815 1462 I fail to see any "artistic" endeavor.  I think it looks like shit.

813 1455 I have been traveling between Colorado Springs and Poncha Springs nearly every week for 14 years.  …am 
always aware of the danger of driving a two lane road through a narrow river canyon.  I will travel through 
Woodland Park, Hartsel and Buena Vista.  As thousands of other people do the same; it is these communities 
which will benefit economically from people fleeing the traffic jams of highway 50.

812 2036 As a resident of Colorado, I am opposed to this possible intrusion and think it is an imposition that I should not 
have to bear.

811 1453 What could covering up a river possibly do to improve a beautiful river?

804 2028 The Fremont County Weed Control Manager will look forward to assisting in the development of a meaningful 
operational plan to reduce the impact of this project.

804 1447 The Fremont county Board of county Commissioners is comprised of representatives from the City of Florence, 
City of Canon City, local, state and federal agnecies, landowners, property managers, taxpayers and citizens of 
Fremont County.

802 1440 I have heard that there will be a meeting of the BLM to explore a NEPA complaint EIS.  I would highly encourage 
that course of action to ensure that all environmental and wildlife concerns are properly addressed.

802 1441 After attending the scoping meeting at the Cotopaxi school, and hearing the residents of Bighorn Sheep Canyon 
come out en force to protest the Christo Over the River proposal, I was astounded at the unified voice I heard 
against the project.  The sentiment ran 75% against and 20% for at the meeting with 5% undecided.
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801 1439 Draping a section of the Arkansas River by Chirsto and Jeanne-Claude is an alarming proposal, and worthy of 
your most serious scrutiny.

799 1433 Thank you for writing to the Colorado Department of Public Safety.  We are comprised of four divisions:  The 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation, The Colorado State Patrol, The Division of Criminal Justice and the Office of 
Preparedness, Security and Fire Safety.  I regret to say that none of these has jurisdiction over the matter.  I have 
forwarded your message to the Governor's Advocate at Natural Resources.

799 1437 I don't believe that this project is in the best interest of the average Colorado resident that uses the Arkansas river 
for recreation.

798 1430 I understand that request to use public land must be considered through an established procedure for approval or 
denial.  However, after obtaining information at the public meeting in Salida from each of the agencies involved, I 
was surprised and appalled that the BLM had let the approval process go this far without insisting on a full 
Environmental Impact Sttement (EIS).    Highway 50 is not a lightly traveled back road such as where Christo 
constructed his Rifle Gap Curtain.  This is a main artery to and from the Front Range.  It connects thousands of us 
to work, important services, supplies, important business, our dentists, doctors and hospitals.  For us, it is more 
than an inconvenience in terms of miles and hours to avoid the stretch of road that will be affected by Christo's 
project.  For many who live in the canyon there is no alternative but to depend on use of at least a protion of it.  If 
it is too congested or closed for any reason, as it has been from time  to time, these people are stuck.  When 
Christo says that no publice money will be spent, how can he possibly calculate the inevitable hidden costs, to so 
many that will be affected -- not for just tow weeks but possibly during construction and disassembly?  When we 
pressed the representative for as to how fast the traffic will move he said, "I could run faster that the traffic will 
move in many areas."  People already drive it at high speeds and pass on blind corners because of impatience to 
get to their destination.  If you increase this time significantly with no opportunity to pass and others gawking at 
the project as they drive--talk about road rage and the potential for havoc and accidents.  The information I gained 
from agencies represented at the meetings revealed ridiculous contingencies to keep the traffic moving safely and 
for empergency response vehicles to get through the maze.  In this day and age of lawsuits, I wonder who all 
might be named as cuplable parties in allowing this situation to unfold?

798 2016 Please use you influence to insist that the BLM requires an EIS rather than just an Evironmental Assessment and 
consider the total impact, not only to nature, but also to the welfare and safety of the people in this area.

798 2015 I would assume that part of an EIS would also consider the human dilemma of those of us who live within or at the 
west end of the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

797 1428 Environmentally it would be a disaster.  Please require a full Environmental Impact Statement, not simple an 
Environmental Assessment.
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793 1423 I've spent my entire life working within the art industry, primarily here in colorado.  I love my adopted state as 
much as I do art and the art world.  It would be a pity for Colorado to pass on the opportunity that christo and 
Jeanne-Claude is offering us.  "The Gates" in NYC was not only a spectacular and unifying event for that city, it 
also brought to town enormous revenues as well.  Our state could use those funds, too.

792 1420 I am a fly fisher and river rafter that uses the Arkansas River corridor year round for over 25 years.  I am primarily 
concerned about the imapct on the environment.

791 1419 We live in colorado Springs but have property (and will probably be building on it in the next 2 years) so we think 
that the Over the River project will probably have a direct effect on us if it goes through.

784 1406 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our 
community.

782 1982 We are frequent part-time residents of the Westcliffe area.

779 1978 I am no longer a resident of Salida, but most of family members still live there, and it will always be home to me.  
My father worked on the railroad, and we drover the canyon road or took the train to Canon City many times.

779 1395 I was born and raised in Salida, Colorado.  Even though I do not live in the area now, I understand many of the 
concerns that the locals have in regard to the project.  …traffic, the effect on wildlife and the environment.

776 1393 They say money talks and the people with the money and power will buy the curtain.  Please show them our 
government is a government of the people-by the people-for the people.

774 1386 After thirty-eight years of Law Enforcement and dealing with hazardous traffic situations I can't imagine the county 
or the BLM allowing this fiasco to take place.  Especially in the Canyon between Salida and Canon City.

756 1362 Living in Littleton, I make several trips a year to the Salida area to fish the Arkansas River.  Last summer I even 
found employment in Buena vista so that I could fish the Arkansas regularly.  This is a gorgeous area and the 
fishing is great.  …this art display would make me less inclined to visit the Salida area.

740 1333 As a native Coloradoan, a life time fisherman, a register voter, resident and tax payer of colorado, I strongly 
advise against the "Over the River" project in any manner!  I am not against the right to express oneself nor do I 
have any particular view on what is are and what is not art, but,

732 1316 I'm not against the project, I'm against the location .  This is urban art.

731 1309 As a student at CSU in 1982 I had the good fortune of meeting Christo.  He is always careful to do no damage to 
the environment with his temporary installations.  The Arkansas River project would bring the world to Colorado to 
view our awesome canyons, river and mountains.
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728 1308 I am a Colorado native and 3rd generation Coloradan who comes from a family that appreciates the kind of art 
that the Christo's bring to this world.

727 1300 …require a full Environmental Impact Study before approving this project.  I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live 
and work on the Arkansas River.  I live in Canon City during the winter months, and in the upper valley area 
between salida and Buena Vista in spring, summer and early fall.      Will the construction crews understand the 
fragility and importance of the brown trout spawn during late fall?  The fishing interest and government agencies 
spent years working together to protect the natural propagation of the Arkansas River's brown trout population.  It 
may be the environment gaining the upper hand over unwary people.  Some realities of this canyon are poison 
ivy, rattlesnakes and rockslides.

724 1297 I am a 70-year old voting home owner in Pueblo.  The Arkansas River is my "home water" as I am an avid fly-
fisherman.  I can only look forward to construction clutter, visitor traffic jams and an influx of the most undesirable 
elements in our society.

720 1282 I am a Colorado attorney, avid fly fisherman, seasonal river rafter on the Arkansas River, and skier at 
Monarch…my outdoor activities, including my wife, three children/spouses, grandchildren, and relatives from 
Texas, Arkansas, and Oklahoma in the Arkansas River drainage occur over about 10 months of the year.

695 1255 I personally don't like their installations but do see the positive economic impact for the surrounding area.  …the 
positive economic impact our area would benefit form…international recognition our area.

690 1239 The environmental impact is unnecessary.

688 1235 Hopefully, this will be an easy decision for someone who has been entrusted to take care of and look after our 
country's public lands.

687 1232 Along with many other Colorado natives, I am writing to state my opposition to the proposed "Over the River" 
draping of several miles of the Arkansas River by the "artists" Christo and Jeanne-Claude.

686 1230 ..the project would be an eyesore to those of us who believe that rivers and carryons should be left in the most 
natural state possible.

674 1212 I am a Colorado native and have a very special place in my heart for Salida and the entire Arkansas River valley.  
I visit the area frequently, primarily for the purpose of flyfishing.

673 1209 I am an avid fly fisherman.  Over the years I have trouted the Arkansas River specifically the stretch of river that 
runs through Salida, to many of my friends and family members who enjoy fly fishing as well.

661 1194 Colorado does not need this kind of publicity to boost it's tourism income.
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628 1157 I have had some experience with environmental impact reports so I know they tend to support the project they are 
investigating.  There is too much money at stake to expect otherwise.     Use of the river during the event will 
preclude fishing by eliminating access to the river due to the traffic.

590 1109 Do we indeed KNOW the total effects of the project?

589 1104 The project will take away beauty.

581 1086 I was surprised & appalled that the BLM had let the approval process go this far without insisting on a full 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

569 1068 What vandals would do to such a project as this one.

529 1023 I do not feel that the two weeks of increased highway traffic will be that detrimental to my way of life or to my 
safety on the highway.

448 931 There are too many insurmountable problems that will exist.

446 929 It's art and art is needed.

423 851 The previous history of this artist's rural projects should indicate and require extreme caution in even considering 
any of this artist's rural project schemes.

415 833 I live right on the river in Golden Acres homesites which is just a few miles up Hwy 50 from the Texas Creek 
section of this proposed nightmare

413 825 I have no doubts that they will solve ALL the challenges of the project, including the traffic control and minimizing 
the effect on wildlife, and that they will leave the canyon and the river as good as, and probably better than they 
found it.

412 824 I believe that this project is so huge with so many unforeseen ill effects that the BLM must conduct an 
Environmental Impact Statement and NOT an Environmental Analysis.

409 794 The traffic related safety concerns, inconvenience ot local residents, and commercial commerce along the 
highway, during the estimated three year construction time period, is large enough to seriously question the 
Projects justification.

409 797 The level of analysis within the scope of an Environmental Analysis is not nearly enough to address and resolve 
the many issues and concerns a project of this size can raise. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is the 
only process that will come close to evaluating accurately all the impacts this project will incur and should be 
employed without question.
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393 767 Art on the publicc lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than the many other multiple uses that occur 
on public land.

392 765 If animals are affected - we MUST protect them, if people are in danger - we MUST address those issues.

392 766 We do need artists like these two, but we also need the people who tell them they're being ridiculous.

391 762 Most people who don't live in the Canon City/Arkansas River/Royal Gorge area think of the entire area as being 
one big "prison town". Any PR which can change that image is nothing but good for the area.

391 761 As long as deer and other wildlife will not get hung up in the wires associated with the project, I am all for your 
proceeding with the Over the River project.

390 760 For the sake of the estimated 4500 canyon residents in particular, the safety and well-being of commuters and 
commerical travelers, and the protection of the canyon itself, opponents of this controversial, potentially 
destructive and rather bizarre project hope that congestive road failure will be prevented by the denial of formal 
permission for Christo's Over the River.

390 755 Which is more important: hiding the river under a canopy-like "lid" or preventing dangerous and critical situations 
that threaten the population and the tourists, as well as the fragile canyon wildlife?

380 734 Multiple years of installation? Crowds of people who aren't outdoors enthusiasts converging on the environment? 
Installing and ripping out 8 miles of hardware for un-necessary decoration?

376 726 The disruption to the Bighorn Canyon would be phenomenal.

362 707 If the issues concerning wildlife and emergency traffic can be satisfactorily resolved with appointed agencies, I am 
in favor of this project.

359 673 Each agency, including Hihgway Patrol, Fremont & Chaffee County Sherriff's Offices, Canon City and Salida 
Police Departments, BLM, State Parks will receive documented costs for providing additional officers and 
equipment necessary.

334 646 I am concernced that after it is up that it will be taken down without much care.

323 629 I'm not in favor of the project due to highway traffic, accident potential, fire potential, & environmental 
repercussions

319 624 I am a junior in high school and think that this is a wonderful opportunity for kids my age and the children of 
Colorado along with the population of Colorado to view the river from an artist's perspective.
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316 621 I feel it will be a once in a lifetime experience for everyone here.

315 620 These are places the Ute's, the Arapahoe, the Shoshone and the Kiowa used for their vision quests. It is 
documented that these tribes came to this scared place with it's majestic pillars and had sacred ceremonies.

313 617 I think the project will be very positive for the community & the environment bringing a focus to the valley and our 
cultural values.

307 592 I am totally against rich egomaniacs desecrating the beautiful river valley, God's work of art.

305 589 I find it hard to believe that the lifestyle, way of living, and possibly safety can be overridden by the whim of 
someone who just want to inflate their ego and bank account

300 583 National is a hot topic. What a target this cramped canyon could be for terrorist activity

292 554 This is a unique opportunity to get people who would not normally visit nature to get out for a change.

289 551 It will create a legacy for this valley

288 549 I want ot volunteer for the consturction/deconstruction of the project

287 544 This is an opprutnity of a lifetime to have this focus on our community and encouragees diversity of interests and 
openness

286 542 What if there is considerable cost etc, Is there a contingency plan, even if Christo skips? Who pays? Who does 
the work?

286 541 What happens if the Project goes wrong in some adverse way?

286 540 Liability Bobd?

284 533 I have not heard anything about the wind that blows down through the canon.

283 530 I think it is against everything I believe in to allow them to desecrate what the Lord has already made more 
beautiful than they even have a chance of competing against.

282 528 I think this is all about trying to satiate an egotistical illness and someone peddling a barn full of bovine waste to 
what they hope is a gullible preoccupied public.

278 525 Who do they think they are that they can impose their art upon us?
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276 524 I think this should be cleared/input addressed & monitored by geo-imagery unit of Homeland Security; specifically 
CIA/USA-gov.com

275 523 Would like copy of (transportation) maps

271 513 This art extends beyond the confines of the installation - beyond the fabric & the 14 days

270 510 I strongly believe that thate the project would have a wonderful cultural effect on Colorado.

269 507 All the agencies that are working on pre-project information are supposed to be paid by taxpayers, what about all 
the projects they put on hold because of this?

268 506 Colorado would be foolsih to pass by this opportunity. The benefits to our citizenry will accrue for decades to 
come as people across the USA and the world learn and love our state

267 503 Would prefer it take place after Aug 15. Our traditional traffic flow slows considerabley after that date

266 502 I look forward to the enchanced beauty that the drapes will offer both during the day as well as the night

255 482 a wonderful oppportunity to put Colorado & upper Arkansas River on the National Scope.  It will enhance tourism 
& revenue

254 481 Would put Salida & Canon City on the map

253 480 I don't feel the impact on the environment will be more than rafters.

246 464 The exposure to the world will be the best thing ever to happen here

241 440 Imaginary Tourist

222 429 This project might bring some dollars inot Colorado along with some questionable fame.

213 416 I suppose that BLM can control all these 250,000 people?

175 383 The views would be harmed

156 355 The project will generate curiosity about the Arkansas River Valley among thousands of people who are nnot able 
to attend the event itself and have a positive impact on tourism and the local economy for years to come.

146 320 Please make this happen
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143 319 This is such an exciting event - such monumental happening.

141 318 What a wonderful opportunity for Fremont County!

131 307 Can we afford the long-term effects that this will ultimately have on the area

129 305 Bring it on!

126 301 In the grand scheme of things, this project is a blink that will bring a new eye and perspective in this valley

125 300 It may be wise to have the project up at the end of August to not conflict with the river seasons high time and with 
school

125 296 The project will bring a great amount of attention to the valley which will greatly benefit Colorado tourism bringing 
more money

103 275 would like to see it happen after Aug 15

99 272 A wonderful opportunity to bring recognition to this area; More people exposed to this area will vacation here and 
or move here. This grows our economy thereby providing more tax dollars for the betterment of our sherriff 
departmant and government bodies

96 267 Just do it!

93 266 Keep it going!

91 264 Wonderful for Fremont County! Let's get started!

87 262 We rely on you to be a team player & work with Christo & Jeanne Claude

85 261 I believe that the natural resources will be more than adequately protected/restored by the Christo Jeanne - 
Claude team

83 259 Any impact from this project will be short lived and manageable

79 253 Could bring international attention to Canon City

77 251 covering the channel with the drape will enchance the scenery

68 246 The project is so big and no entity/agency in the room has the experience to manage the project - there should be 
a review by Homeland Security
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66 244 Show the nation and the world just what a great place this is.

63 236 The sheer joy experienced by young and old from witnessing such a creation

63 235 The opportunity to spotlight Colorado's breath-taking natural environment and its cultural assets on a global scale 
is unprecedented.

61 229 The cultural and economic benefits would be huge.

60 196 The timeframe of late July/early August is the the worst possible. The hotels, restaurants, and rafting outfitters 
already operating at peak capacity.

60 187 Where will these people go? 600 cars an hour

59 185 This project would provide Canon City and the surrounding area a great chance to shine

58 184 the publicity of both Fremont and Chaffee counties

53 174 It can only add to the appreciation of and public participation in our beautiful public lands.

50 162 this international event would bring us a substantial financial influx at that time but would put Fremont County on 
display for future visits, businesss and activities.

49 152 An operation this size -- anchoring cables to rock, stretching them across the river, hanging canvass -- spanning 
miles of riverbed, can not be done unobtrusively.

46 147 It is a beautiful public resource that should not be defaced by such artificial things as fabric, cables, and metal 
beams

43 131 This project is a unique and wonderful educational opportunity for residents

38 119 Christo has a proven track record of proper execution of what often initially appear to be difficult or impossible 
tasks

19 65 a rare opportunity to present the Arkansas River and its surrounding beauty to a much larger audience in a way 
that will create a new appreciation for this part of Colorado

17 57 What I suggest is a sizable escrow account be set up that can be used to attempt restoration

17 56 There will be no end to the political interference to get them to fix the damage
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17 55 Christo and Jeanne Claude will not return river to its original state

16 53 Colorado State Land Board would not be interested in participating in this project

9 27 OTR would do nothing but disguise the river's natural beauty with steel cables, poles, and dirty rags

7 23 OTR holds potential  ..in terms of favorable publicity for our area and in terms of economic impact. Thousands of 
visitors wil travel to Royal gorge region spending money at hotels, restaruants and local stores

4 19 Christo and Jeanne Claude have a history of being diligent in carefully handling event the most minute details of 
their projects
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Emergency Response Comments Total Number of Comments 255

Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Ambulence, Law Enforcement, Wildfire, Communications, Helicopter, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1349 2544 With the fire danger so great in our state, I do not think it wise to draw large crowds into limited space.

1317 2515 Will there be so much traffic that rescue and fire vehicles would not be able to respond in a timely manner?

1295 2493 The Christos are planning ( at their own expense) to locate and place permanent communication repeaters for cellular phone 
access in the arkansas River Valley will be extremely helpful for the firefighters, the sheriff/police, the rafting companies, the 
forest service, park rangers, CDOT, etc.---as well as for the people living in this vicinity.  This aspect alone of the proposed 
Over The River Project is an enormous and ongoing benefit.

1289 2574 All ambulances, fire trucks and daily commuters will be impacted by traffic delays and detours that even Christo's people do 
not know the full impact of.

1280 2476 They have offered to finance a cell tower in this area if the project goes forward and this would help all the local residents, 
BLM personell, law enforcement and visitors to the area, in an otherwise dead call zone.

1270 2469 ..equipment will include communications tower, which will improve emergency communications throughout the canyon.  This 
will be of lasting benefit to the area residents.

1264 2590 For instance, there currently is no cellular phone service within Bighorn Sheep Canyon. It is my understanding that the 
master plan for this project involves installing "repeaters" that allow cellualar communications within the canyon, all paid for 
at the artists' expense. This technology will remain in the place at the conclusion of the two-week exhibition, providing 
immense benefit to police and fire department personnel, and people needing emergency services within the canyon.

1258 2458 Communications towers will be placed and left for future improved communications in the valley, providing communication 
that is unavailable today.

1258 2459 Helipads, located and constructed may be left for future use if the community determines that they are wanted.
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1254 2448 Just one example of a permanent and significant benefit is a reliable wireless communications system in the Valley.  OTR 

Project plans are complete for a satellite-based wireless network that will be build as part of the OTR Project through the 40-
mile project area of the Arkansas River Valley.  A satellite-based wireless network is necessary during the OTR Project--from 
construction through dismantling.  There are two reasons.l  First, communications are needed for a rapid emergency 
response.  Second, full-time wireless communications are needed to build and manage the 40-mile OTR Project effectively.  
The towers that will be built will remain for a permanent wireless network for residents and visitors in the Valley.

1251 2446 ..been addressed, i.e., environment, recreation, emergency response, communications, traffic. Etc

1237 2429 …disruption of wildlife, damage to the environment, impairment of emergency services, traffic overload, the infringement on 
our western heritage and this beautiful country, financial gain to the community, the uninhibited expansion of art forms, the 
cost in ralation to the real human needs of the world.

1236 2597 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years.  All of these fire incidents have 
occurred in remote, hard-to-reach places along the canyon.  Most are only accessible by Highway 50 or by air.

1236 2428 A large portion of this project will be displayed in areas of the river that are under our fire protection coverage.  We are 
deeply concerned about the safety factors associated with the traffic congestion expected in this narrow canyon roadway.  
Not only will there be a hazard during the two-week display period, but also during the two-year construction phase and the 
several months afterward for dismantling.

1235 2423 The deer Mountain Fire Protection District (DMFPD) covers the specific areas of Cotopaxi and Coaldale in Fremon county, 
but we are also involved, through "Mutual aid" agreements, with the US Highway 50 corridor where the project is proposed to 
be placed.  Our concerns include;

The possible impact on response and transport times, in and out of the area, in the case of fire or medical emergencies.

1235 2427 DMFPD is not a permitting agency, we are at least as directly involved as those that are permitting agencies.  The above 
steps taken are the same steps that sould be taken by the board for any event.  Our job as firefighters and as an emergency 
service is to respond; to respond to structure fires, wildfires, major motor vehicle accidents and other emergencies with all of 
the equipment, personnel and skills at our disposal.  We urge you, throug your offices to evaluate the potential local impact 
of the proposed project and consider your recommendations to the permitting agencies from this viewpoint.

1234 2419 …that any benefits that can be had from this project are far outweighed by the costs.  The highway congestion and safety; 
user conflicts; emergency response times; and impacts on the ecosystem and wildlife ar emore important than making a 
quick buck.

1214 2395 Please consider the emergency professionals that have to drive that highway at excesssive speed, and will have difficulty 
maneuvering through traffic.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 2 of 22Emergency Response  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1209 2386 Emergency response in times of human and environmental tragedy will be better understood with faster response times due 

to improved communication with repeaters installed throughout the canyon.

1209 2384 The artists have proposed to install communication facilities throughout the canyon in order to facilitate cell phone and 911 
service.  These will be constructed to assist in the installation of the Over the river Project as well as during the exhibit.  
These facilities will be left in place after the project for continued communication capability in the canyon such as emergency 
services.

1205 2412 Emergency vehicles could not operate efficiently during this time.

1202 2371 The communication system which they are working on to aleviate the "dead spots" through the canyon will benefit the search 
and rescue, law enforcement, traffic control and others who use the canyon.  They plan to leave this communication system 
to be used for years to come.

1194 2611  The huge increase in housing development in the forested areas of the corridor needs a fire safety plan.  Evacuating and 
serving these people-keeping traffic flowing-gourist and other-is a time bomb of worry for us now.

1194 2612  Communication between law officers, a scarcity of officers, and the interaction with firemen and traffic control has never 
been worked out in a satisfactory way.  A master plan, the EIS will answer these needs and also provide corrdect information 
regarding the type and amount of equipment and personel needed.  We have many jpersons here who came up at the bat 
when the school bus crashed west of town and the Copper Gulch fire happened but with the increased growth and the size 
of our county, it is not wise for fair to depend on volunteers only.  The EIS will suggest a hierarchy of management.

1194 2362 Planning for Over the River will provide Fremont and Chaffee counties with a comprehensive, detailed plan for public safety 
and emergency service along the Arkansas River corridor.  . Working together, accord and understanding will come into 
place long before 2010.  This can be depended on to contribute toward safety now.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude understand 
the artistry of planning.  Public safety is always included in their art because public access to their work is a primary part of 
the design.  This idea and the EIS is as much a figt from them as the installation art Over the River itself.

1147 2286 Emergency situations would become very dangerous to deal with in case of many, many people on the road.

1143 2272 All of these fire incidents have occurred in remote, hard to reach places along the canyon. Most are only accessible would 
be Highway 50 or by air.

1143 2269 We are deeply concerned about the safety factors associated with the traffic congestion expected in this narrow canyon 
roadway.

1143 2271 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years

1143 2273 any more congestion in this corridor would be extremely hazardous to the community and traveling public
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1143 2270 there will be a hazard during the two-week display period, but also during the two-year construction phase and the several 

months afterward for dismantling

1139 1921 Drought conditions in south-central Colorado are predicted to continue.  Forest fires seem inevitable with these conditions.  
Highway 50, next to the Arkansas River, between Salida and Canon City, would probably be needed by fire fighters and their 
equipment, possibly for evacuation of residents.  There is not a good alternate route.  It is not the role of government to 
unnecessarily jeopardize the well-being of its citizens and their homes and ranches.

1136 1912 Ambulance/Fire vehicles delayed, mail carriers delayed/other carrier's services delayed such as UPS, FedX, and DHL, 
Delivery Vehicles for all type services delayed, Transporting drinking water, Major traffic problems in surrounding cities all 
along highway 50, including Canon City, Westcliffe, Pueblo, Salida and many smaller communities that are already having 
congestion on a daily basis, much more during tourist season and then with the added influx of art project viewers, Delays 
for courier services for doctors and hospitals, Delays for armored vehicles for banks and credit unions, Motor vehicle 
accidents increased along the highway, rock slides/delays with clean op and possible injuries, Spills (both hazardous and 
non) from trucks,

1136 1914 Very limited air transport such as helicopters or small aircraft able to come into the canyon area (especially if high winds or 
poor weather) if there are major incidences of any kink; trafic accidentd, delays, or supplies needed.

1135 1907 …the traffic accident in the Swissvale curves two weeks ago should be a huge wakeup call.  …there was a rollover accident 
in the first major curve east of Swissvale.  The semi truck was carrying hazardous waste.  Traffic was shut down for four 
solid hours in the middle of the day, with up to two hour delays well into the night.  I know we sat in Swissvale from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. that night.  There were more delays for alsmost two weeks after that while the guardrail was repaired and 
cleanup continued.  This was just one accident, and these people want to push 250,000 people through our narrow canyon 
for two weeks, not to mention all the gawkers during the period of construction.  They can drive in at their leisure, stop traffic 
for their own interests, cause accidents, dump their trash, then leave and go back to their own backyards.  …those of us who 
already have to deal with the tourists driving 30 mph, the truckers, motorhomes, the skiers, and the hunters.  Some days it 
already takes 30 minutes to drive 15 miles to go to work, school, meetings, etc.  What they ere going to do about the 
drivewasys leading into the highway and how they were going to address the expected two hour delays for the locals to get 
to their destination (work or home).  There would be at least two hour delays.

1134 1906 Long range weather predictions warn of dry conditions for south central Colorado.  There will be forest fires,  Fire fighters 
and their equipment will need to use hwy 50 easily and quickly.  Hwy 50 is also the route to hospitals in Canon City and 
Colorado Springs for people in Salida, in the canyon below and in the Hillside and Westcliffe.  There are not alternate routes 
to Hwy 50 for fire and medical emergencies.  Christo's project on the Arkansas river will take at least two and a half years for 
preparation and cleanup.  Lives must be chosen over art on the river.

1131 1904 The accident on Wednesday-no traffic, good roads, no weather problems - traffic backed up (road closed about 4 hours, 1 
lane for about 8).  Ambulance could not get patient to hospital; Doctor could not get through to do surgery at hospital.  
Parents upset they couldn't get their kids.  Those by the firehouse used their facilities and got water.  Will tourists carry own 
water and food for that could be a very long trip?
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1131 1902 Should a wildfire happen, has anyone thought about panic?  Tourists will probably go up some of the county or sbudivision 

roads, which won't go anywhere - they are dead ends.  The tourists are not going to realize that you have put them in a 
canyon with no exits until it is too late.  This will make it even harder for residents to leave, and to evacuate in general.

1126 1895 The Cotter company stated 6 to 8 trucks daily pass through the canon with uranium cargo.  How many more Companies due 
the same, and I am sure there are some who also do not follow the rules.  What if the cargo was even more poisonous?  
Where are you going to put the thousands of people on that day?  No evacuation is available, the Canon has always been a 
death trap…No escape, just sheer rock walls, and water.  No bridges, no exits, no alternate routes.  Fire, flood and 
hazardous spills will not have any mercy.  Who wver thought Katrina coucl be so devastating?  I am a Bank Professiona who 
has lived in Salida for 25 years.  I have approzimately 30 to 40 contacts per day.  For every 1 that wants it 8 to 10 absolutely 
hate it.

1113 1879 …a delayed response time is heavy highway congestion will occur.  Emergencies may occur that require law enforcement by 
police/sheriff or state patrol, fire-fighting and wildfire personnel, an ambulance or a search and rescue team.  A few people 
worry about wildfire and a terrorist attack!  Traffic control plans include emergency response processes and planning for 
visitor/traveler safety.  Both safety and emergencies are included in the responsibilities of the artists.  Details are in the 
project description.  The plan seems to be well thought out and coordinated.  The artists are planning with experts in the 
cities, counties, state and federal agencies.  I believe the positive impacts of the project far outweigh the negative.  People 
from around the world will come, and take home with them a wonderful memory/image of our beautiful, unique Colorado.

1100 1857 …that agencies in general, are not paying attention to potential disasters or having workable plans and solutions.  People 
not living in the canyon seem to feel it will be a minor inconvenience.  It will be a major to those of us in the canyon.    The 
three roads between parkdale and Salida all lead to westcliffe, but do join each other in round about ways.  Highway 69 is 
only one of the three that is paved.  County road 45 requires a car to ford Beaver Creek because there is no bridge.  It is a 
one lane dirt road for part of the way and doesn't really go anywhere.  Access at coaldale, Howard and Wellsville is from 
Highway 50.  Another plan was for a center lane to be put in on highway 50, to be used only by emergency vehicles.  The 
person who suggested this plan does not realize the narrowness of the road, nor does he (she) realize how wide emergency 
vehicles are.

1100 1865 I have been told by a local agency that I ned to trust the government on this.  With the thoughts of Katrina survivors in mind, 
I guess that means after a two year disruption of my life, I can expect to be huddled with the masses in a place where the 
restrooms don't work, starved, dehydrated, raped and mugged for a week or more until a working plan is developed, 
assuming I have lived through the ordeal.  Do you really want to create a man made Katrina type disaster?
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1085 1836 On Wednesday, February 15 there was a rollover on highway 50 near Howard of a truck carrying uranium ore.  The truck 

was overweight and there was improper driving on a mountain road.  Officials said no ore reached the Arkansas River.  The 
highway was tied up for hours and the ore was a health hazard.  This rollover might have turned out very disastrous for 
people in Canon city as they get their water from the river, and Florence gets part of their water there.  Because the highway 
was shut down temporarily and open one lane part of the time, this definitely casued problems for people traveling and living 
along highway 50.  One couple in the area had to drive over three hours to get home from Salida because of the accident.  
With all the proposed traffic during the "Over the River" project something like this might happen.  Even an accident 
involving cars has a good chance of causing a shutdown of the highway.  Then on top of that is getting emergency 
equipment in and out quickly.  The welfare and safety of people in western Fremont County and the many tourists going 
through the area over the three year period is very important.

1083 1834 This is in reference to the tanker truck that overturned last Wed. by Swissvale.  Do you recall how many hours the canyon 
was closed due to that accident?  People who work in Salida and live in Howard, Cotopaxi and Coaldale did not arrive at 
their homes until 9:30 p.m. due to closurers.  This is a prime example of what can happen during the work before and during 
the project itself, and afterwords during the clean-up and restoration of the grounds back to their natural state.

1083 1835 Emergency medical response, danger to bald eagles, and invironmental issues with trash and porta potties.

1080 2229 I am referring, of course, to the uranium ore spill in the canyon near Swissvale.  It served as an excellent example of the 
risks we would be taking to allow a project such as christo & Jeanne-Claude's "Over the River" project.

1080 1830 Having worked at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant for 28 years, I recently relived the feeling of panic and danger that 
comes over people when an emergency occurs.

1079 1827 I am a firefighter and EMT in Howard.  From a safety point, the Christo project should not even be considered in this area!  It 
would simply be too dangerous!

1079 2227 Fire and forest control would be impossible!

1079 2226 Highway 50 is simply not capable of handling increased traffic, and the damage to wildlife and nature are greater than we 
can afford.

1079 2225 How the government, who claims to have a "Safety First" policy, can even consider such a project!!!!

1079 2224 In a panic situation, when the road is jammed with people and there are few pull offs, how could emergency equipment 
possibly get through???

1079 1829 There is literally no emergency exit on Highway 50!!!  In the event of a fire, which is very likely since many people smoke, we 
have only Highway 50 for excape.
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1077 1825 Three fire departments are directly responsible (and accountable) for the valley/canyon between Canon and Salida.  …the 

inherent problems of so large a mass of cars/people entering this box canyon.  …how many per hour on a ten-hour day, 
times fourteen days, would 250,000 cars break down to?  …there is no evacuation plan by any public agency for evacuation 
of the canyon in event of wildfire, flood, or terrorist event.

1056 1795 One major accident recently closed the raod to through traffic for 6 hours.  Fortunately we did not have a need to go the 
Salida that day.  We who live in the area, know the swiftness of the river but people from other parts of the country have not 
a clue how fast a body can be swept away.  With 40 + miles of river attracting and inviting visitors to it - who is going to patrol 
(#1) be liable for injuries or even deaths to waders into the river (#2) insure safety for rescue people (#3). We have all seen 
and heard how insurance companies have responded to hurricane Katria victums, I am very dubious about the artist claim to 
cover all expenses for the project.  Will they promise the moon and deliver a falling star.

1056 2192 Visitors and residents alike tend to be very careless - July, Aug are very dry months and the danger usually high.  There is 
no way anyone can police all areas for lit cigaretttes, camp fires, or other items burning.

1056 1794 My greatest concern is safety of all residents in the Arkansas River Valley.  Being a resident at Cotopaxi we will be hemed in 
for 14 days at the least.  My question - if this is only 14 days how long will they close one lane of traffic to start the draping.  
July-Aug is not speedie enough than again Sept. fabric removal.  It appears to me the Valley residents will be 
inconvenienced or be limited in activity for 3 mo. Not just 2 weeks.

1055 1791 Fire Resp. - With the drought we have been in for years, it is frightening what this will do for "Fire Response Teams" trying to 
do their job.

1055 1789 Emergency Responders - Where I live we have several people with serious health concerns.  Its tough to get emergency 
service on a good day and no fault to these ERS people.  Yes! We would have helicopter service so they say.  Who and 
Where will they land a helicopter in the canyon on good days, not considering a high wind day.

1048 2185 My husband is on the Indian Springs Volunteer Fire Squad.  Would someone who needs their services get help in time, or 
would the victim's home burn because equipment and volunteers were impeded a timely response by the OTR project?

1048 2184 This project will invade my home, severely impacting life style, possibly even threatening my right to secure emergency 
services.
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1047 1767 The DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping meetings as having "approximately 53 trained 

firefighters on call 24 hours a day" and "respond(ing) to any emergency or challenge presented to us".  DMFPS does not 
have 53 firefighters available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regualr jobs, miles and hours away 
from the stations.  We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.     During the past 17 years 
that I have attended board meeting, this lack of personnel has been a consisten problem.  No matter how many firefighters, 
trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is 
impossible for at least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side and river on the other.  The Howard Fire 
Department conducted a test that showed it is physically impossible to have a fire truck and 2 opposing lanes of traffic on 
the highway at once.  Photos of this test are available upon request.  All 3 stations are expected to respond to fires in any 
part of our boundary areas.  The only access road is highway 50.  The alternate routes for traffic presented at the scoping 
meeting included Road Gulch and Copper Gulch.  Those of you who live in this area know that Road gulch is mostly a dirt 
road, and the remainder, along with Copper Gulch into Canon, is chipped and sealed.  The length limit is 18 feet for 
vehicles.  These conditions will not allow the roads to be used as major thoroughfares; they will quickly disintegrate.  
Christo's website states that there will be 3 years of construction, exhibition and removal for the project.  It states that there 
will be road closures.  The traffic analyzers at the public scoping meetings stated that during the exhibit the Highway would 
become a virtual parking lot.  How on earth can our volunteer firefighters be expected to "respond to any challenge" off of 
highway 50 with these obstacles?  Fremont county Sheriff, Jim Beiker, noted river (boating) accidents, MVA's wildlife/auto 
accidents, tourist accidents (trying to get that perfect picture at the tope of the cliff), cigarettes being thrown from vehicles, 
campfires, bus (mass casualty incidents), and terrorist activity as real possibilities.  He stated on a radio talk show that the 
extra personnel Christo brings in to control traffic have absolutely no jurisdiction in this county, and that he has never been 
approached by Christo to obtain permission for the project.  There are no plans for emergency evacuation of the canyon in 
the event of a wildfire, flood, or terrorist event.

1047 1766 Please consider the following letter of concern presented to the Deer Mt. Fire Protection Board (a special tax district in 
Fremont County).  There are 2 board members and one fire chief from the Coaldale area of the district that stand to profit 
financially from Christo's "Over the River" project.  The fire chief owns riverfront property that is one of the proposed draping 
areas will undoubtedly be compensated financially for the use of his property. The board member who passed out the 
DMFPD information at the BLM scoping meeting, owns an art shop in Coaldale on highway 50.  He will stand to profit directly 
from the influx of 25,000 tourists to the area.  The current chair of the board also owns property on hwy 50, in Coaldale.  He 
as a member of the Coaldale fire department.

1047 2181 Out departments cannot fight fires in this area unless requested by the BLM to do so, and only red-carded personnel will 
then be allowed.  Many of our firefighters do not have red cards.  The BLM's policy is to allow fires to burn unless homes or 
lives are threatened.  Our dispatch personnel has been so limited during the past year that the board was recently advised it 
would have to be shut down if more volunteers were not found.

1047 2182 The DMFPD has a tenuous mutual aid agreement with the surrounding fire department since the board does not allow our 
trucks to go outside the district.  The greatest percentage of land encompassed by the Christo project is BLM.
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1040 2167 In case of emergency, the delay could cost lives

1016 1717 I do not fear the possibility of catestrophic wildfire events (the event is scheduled to occur in the middle of Colorado's 
monsoon season)

1016 1715 …not…The anticipated increases in traffic volume will render the efforst of emergnecy medical responders inadequate.

1013 1710 Law enforcement will not be able to respond quickly, even will a lot of officers.  More people, more vandelism, more trash, 
Road rage?  Could be very hot and slow.  School will be in session end of August.  Safety of children?

1013 1702 Safety:  Narrow 2 lane mtn road with a distraction on the side.  Speed limits 45-55 mph potential for many accidents, cars in 
the river, fatalities.  No way to rescue.  An amblance at either end of canyon can't get thru a high traffic area.  A middle lane 
isn't the answer - no room in places.  Highway closed or at least 1 lane - for 3 years?  Anytime is too long, causing delays 
this would be in addition to re. construction.  During 2 wks - will be impossible to get to work, or get workers into canyon - 
water, health care, trash services, mail.  Fire safety, increased criminal activity lack of response - too crowded to get 
equipment or law enforcement.  How do we who live in canyon evacuate?  Time can be of the essence, current plans 
(middle lane and alternate routes) are insufficient.  No room for middle lane, measure fire trucks, ambulance) and cars - if 
can't be done all through the canyon.  The alternate routes - county rd 45 isn't wide enough for emergency vehicles, in 
places, is a one lane in places, no bridge over Bear Creek have to drive in river to get to other side road.  Gulch is narrow 2 
lane dirt road, not made for lots of traffic.  Access to both are from Highway 50 and not accessible from very many places.  
No reasonable evacuation plan - CSP said they could clear the road (Highway 50) in 2-3 min.  Never happen since I have 
lived here - with distraction roadside and more than double number of cars (no guarantee cars will be spread out evenly over 
2 weeks)  Wildfire chance rises exponentially with that many more people in the box canyon (12,000/day) how do we 
evacuate?  Mountain Fire victims had only seconds when fire started.

1013 1703 Public Safety is at risk not to mention possible, terrism.  This is a closed in box canyon. International event 911 might have 
been averted if the government had paid more attention to warnings.

1013 1704 Potential disaster could cost a lot, potential economic gain.
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998 1689 It was with extreme distress that I became aware that the DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping 

meeting as having "approximately 53 trained firefighters on call 24 hours a day".  The DMFPD does not have 53 firefighters 
available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regular jobs, miles and hours away from the stations.  
We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.  The DMFPD has a tenuous mutal aid 
agreement with the surrounding fire departments since the board does not allow our trucks to go outside the district.  The 
greatest percentage of land encompassed by the Christo project is BLM.  Our departments cannot fight fires in this area 
unless requested by the BLM to do so, and only red-darded personnel will then be allowed.  Our dispatch personnel has 
been so limited during the past year that the board was recently advised it would have to be shut down if more volunteers 
were not found.  During the past 17 years that I have attended board meetings, this lack of personnel has been a consistent 
problem.  No matter how many firefighters, trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to 
the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 
2-lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is impossible for a least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side.

988 1681 Emergency Response and communications:  Additional radio repeaters will be installed to facilitate 2-way radio 
communication.  A mobile communication command center will be established to monitor all radio channels and traffic.  An 
emergency response medical evacuation plan will be developed and implemented.  As determined necessary, additional 
emergency responders, fire fighters, and equipment will be brought in from outside the valley to provide additional 
emergency response determined to be needed and postioned at key points.

972 1668 …the issue of Emergency Medical Services.  I work as a part time EMT for Chaffee county EMS and drive the canyon well 
over 100 times a year both doing transfers in the ambulance and conducting my river business.  I am aware of no spot in the 
canyon that an ambulance that is running emergent with lights and siren would not be able to pass through when traffic pulls 
to the side in both lanes of traffic.  Anyone sick or injured in the canyon during the project would receive Advanced Life 
Support (ALS), treatment much faster than is currently possible.

971 1667 ..economic windfalls, joy of experencing the art, environmental, traffic, emergency access etc.

954 1649 Concerns of emergency responders in the event of an accident and concerns of local citizens as to the ability of emergency 
vehicles to reach their residences promptly.

951 2131 In the unthinkable possibility of a serious forest fire, one can imagine how difficult the situation migh become also. (As a 
case in point, I was delayed severl months, even in March 2004 while trying to turn onto Hwy 50, trying to get my husband to 
the hospital in a life/death situation).

925 1616 …should it be approved doesn't present a danger in regards to fir or wind damage…  …in regards to lightening and fires or 
wind damage to the project.

925 2128 What seems like a adventurous art project has the potential to become a disaster under the right conditions and as 
protectors of the land…
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913 2119 If someone has a heart attack at one congested location, and the nearest ambulance is 5 miles away (or even only one) 

exactly how would the ambulance reach the patient?  Or how about the farmer who seriously injures an arm or leg with his 
chainsaw, 2 miles up one of the county roads, who is driven down to Hwy 50 and then what?

913 1604 If there were a fire in the mountains on either side of the highway Arkansas River, people would flock the Hwy 50…only to 
meet and be blocke by tourists, and the tourists too would not only be terrified, but stuck on the only excape route.  
…winding, narrow road.          .

913 1605 Are you personally prepared to take legal responsibility if a catastrophic situation occurs (i.e., hundreds or more deaths), or 
even one death or one serious injury.  Despite prior knowledge of the very serious concerns of this community.

912 2116 Is the Colo. State Patrol ready for additional patrols on these roads?

910 1600 Traffic control and public safety, wildlife protection, all manner of disruptions for the residents of the canon and a risk of 
wildfires all add up to no thank you.

896 2111 Is the loss of one life or someone's home due to an ambulance or fire truck not being able to get to a scene worth the 
"possible" money collered rags flying over the Arkansas River "may" bring into the County?

892 1579 We attended the BLM meeting in Cotopaxi on Wednesday and I have sent our comments in opposing this project.  We were 
very disapointed that there were no more fire personnel there to discuss the major concern we have about who will evacuate 
those of us who live along the river corridor in case of a wildfire during the sheet viewing.  We had to evacuate twice when 
we lived near Pine the last few years and it is terrifying.  No Way Christo could handle that scenario.

892 2110 With so many tourists expected in the area who have no clue what living in this dry area entails, the possibility that someone 
will flip a cigarette or leave a campfire etc. and start a fire is huge.

889 2107 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and who seek necessary food and medical supplies and will threaten the safety 
and well being of my family, and my friends and neighbors.

877 2095 It is hard enough for firefighters and their equipment to traverse this area without having Hwy 50 closed down to one lane for 
periods of time.

877 2094 There is no viable alternative for commuting - be it to work or to doctor appointments or for groceries or for medical 
emergencies or for any reason.

870 1554 How this 3 year project (with 2 weeks of intensive public pressure) is not going to cause more unnecessary stress on the 
wildlife relying on the river for water and habitat, especially during the fire season and possibly during a continued drought?
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870 1553 I am a resident in the area that will be directly impacted.  The people who will be affected the most by this URBAN project 

should be the ones considered.  We are the ones who have to drive the Route on a daily basis to and from work.  Who rely 
on emergency vehicles to reach our homes in a timely manner, receive business or personel deliveries without impairment.

869 1550 What are the "traffic plans"?  How will the canyon be evacuated in case of an emergency?  Terrorist activity (this is an 
international event with 250,000 people projected to attend), fires, flood, etc.

869 1551 How will any emergency vehicles get to a victim or fire with 600 cars per hour going through the canyon?

866 1543 …there is a boating-retrieval traffic plan.  In Aug it is usually to dangerous on the river. The water is low and the rocks 
exposed.  Are the boats going to be pulled by mules?

866 1542 …how can 2000 cars and hour, fumes from these cars and busses, temporary parking areas, porta pots, rescue stations, 
security people and vehicles and all the signs that will be put up=no parking, park here.  …all of these safety measures, 
traffic control issues, environmental issues, helicopters, boats, animal issues, tec sounds like a plan for a natural desaster 
like New Orlean's.

866 1544 We don't have enough police & sheriff's now, if they are used in this project who patrols the city streets.

855 1529 ..an opportunity to fine-tune emergency preparedness and intro-agency communication.

855 1533 Can emergency services here do as well as the folks in Denver, every day, at rush hour, around Trex?

840 1502 Emergency vehicles and law enforcement vehicles will not be able to quickly assist those in need.  Flying a helicopter into 
the canyon to assist in emergencies is risky.  There is the possibility of a brush fire or other major disruption with so much 
additional traffic.

835 2064 The agencies who have to approve this have already put in many hours to assess.  These agencies will have to put in many 
extra hours once the project is started and until it leaves.

813 2039 The cost to public entities such as CDOT, fireman, rescue teams, EMT's sheriff offices, etc., all of which already have 
overextended budgets.

802 2022 Wildlife and Fire/Emergency concerns topped the list, Terrorism too, as this project is supposed to draw people from all 
around the world.

774 1386 After thirty-eight years of Law Enforcement and dealing with hazardous traffic situations I can't imagine the county or the 
BLM allowing this fiasco to take place.  Especially in the Canyon between Salida and Canon City.

760 1368 Emergency medical assistance will be impaired and could even cause loss of human life.
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752 1958 Damage to the land and river from drilling the anchoring holes, stringing the cables, and hanging the cloth will be significant 

and take years to heal and disappear.

751 1353 The combination of Human Safety concerns and the shut down of ambulance access during these 14 days; don't seem good 
trade offs for the possible dollars that will accrue to the restaurants, motels and gift stores along the river.

729 1307 The cost of additional medical evacuation and fire personnel, air ambulance, traffic officers, and security personnel will be 
paid by the artists.

729 1306 …comply with all requirements of the CDOT approved traffic control plan to included all aspects related to emergency 
evacuation, fire prevention measures, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety plans, and alternative route procedures 
for commercial and hazardous materials traffic.

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…

719 1279 …at the height of the exhibition period the ability of fire, police and emergency medical service personnel to make timely 
responses to an emergency situation may be impaired.

609 1132 …hinder our rescue services.

578 1081 How will emergency services get through in a timely manner; the time frame places all the traffic in the canyon during fire 
season.

527 1016 Emergency vehicle access:  Enough said, but know this will not be acceptable!

513 1005 Creating a center lane for emergency response vehicles only.  This could possibly be a way to alleveate some of the 
concerns.

512 1004 Rescue and fire vehicles will not be able to maneuver on the narrow, twisting, traffic infected hwy 50

511 871 Fremont County emergency services (sherriff, fire, medical, rescue) are already taxed to the limit and even moreso in 
summer vacation months.

503 993 Lack of being able to respond also affects the local residents if an ambulance or fire truck cannot get in the area.

503 992 We also have rafting accidents and other medical emergencies on the river.

503 994 Fire is another very large safety concern.
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491 982

478 966 Traffic jams are inevitable and a burden on the public as well as emergency response teams.

477 964 The impossible traffic and the nightmarish complications from even one accident, emergency or forest fire.

468 948 Emergencies, Fire Protection

442 925 In medical emergencies, How will these victims be transported through the canyon to hospitals?

442 922 BLM fire response teams will be on stand by, but how will they get the trucks and water to the fires?

442 919 Will we be sitting in traffic at a dead end stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting heart attack victims to 
the hospital?

433 903 how do you go about getting to the accidents if both the lanes are congested by traffic?

427 884 Enough personnel & equipment

425 855 Because I live in Coaldale, which is right in the middle of the proposed area under consideration, most of my concerns are 
related to problems of traffic, tourism, and medical emergencies

416 840 This is going to make emergency response by our local ambulance longer.

412 809 Ambulences, other emergency vehicles, and delivery trucks will have difficulties getting through the congestion in a timely 
manner with unforeseen consequences

412 811 Ambulence, helicopter, and fire fighting equipment cannot be brought in easily into this bottleneck.

410 799 Considering the drought we are in, and with an anticipated 250,000 more people in the area viewing the sheets over the 
river, the chance that careless or ignorant epople will toss a cigarette, leave a campfire or do something else to start a fire, is 
very real. WE would be trapped  with no escape route since highway 50 would be blocked with tourists.

410 798 Who is going to evacuate the residents who live in the canyon in the event of a wildfire during the Christo project?

410 803 There is no way they can alleviate the disruption to our lives nor save us and our homes from a wildfire.

409 795 The impact of this project on emergency response times, throughout the life of the project is enough in itself to deny 
approval of OTR project.
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404 778 WE weekly drive Hwy 50 to Salida & howard, and we don't want the sherriff and other emergency personnel to have this 

added to their load.

404 779 There is no way to get to hospitals in Fremont County and Salida, when the traffic is jammed. We witnessed this problem 
this fall when a modular house was wrecked on the stretch around Cotopaxi and it included no injuries.

396 769 To my mind the biggest issue is traffic congestion and providing emergency services including law enforcement and medical 
services.

390 754 The project currently is slated for late August and early September at the height of the tinder-dry fire-alert season.

390 751 One accident, or careless sightseer, or one of the frequent rock or mudslides on any stretcvh of the 50-plus miles highway 
could form a disastrous bottleneck for commuting residents and tourists alike. Even worse, it would lengthen response time 
for an ambulence or fire fighters and their equipment.

390 753 And if a safe landing is managed, how do the emergency crews get to the site of the accident, which itself probably is in the 
traffic gridlock?

390 755 Which is more important: hiding the river under a canopy-like "lid" or preventing dangerous and critical situations that 
threaten the population and the tourists, as well as the fragile canyon wildlife?

390 752 Have you noticed that there are few landing spots for helicopters in the canyon?

388 745 Any predictions for medical cases, police or sherriff jurisdiction, fire control, and hazmat handling.

374 725 I also fear that we may see a ragining fire in the canyon during this period due to careless visitors.

374 721 It bothers me that with a high fire danger in the last several years in this area that more non-resident traffic would be 
encouraged. I have seen countless out of state drivers carelessly throw a lit cigarette out of the window on this canyon. 
Obviously the increased traffic would also increase the number of careless smokers.

365 710 If there is a fire along the stretch of river or in some of the areas around the effected communities, how will fire fighting crews 
& equipment access the areas necessary to fight the fire with the anticipated level "F" traffic this project will create around 
some key intersections?

365 709 If a senior citizen in Coaldale has a heart attack during peak viewing period, will the ambulence from the HRTMC be able to 
get to that individual & transport him/her to the hospital in Salida in a timely manner?

365 708 As a nurse, I am concerned about the ability of emergency response vehicles to respond in a timely manner during the 
display phase of this project.
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362 707 If the issues concerning wildlife and emergency traffic can be satisfactorily resolved with appointed agencies, I am in favor of 

this project.

359 686 As determined necessary, a BLM fire response team will operate on a stand by mode.

359 683 An emergency response medical evacuation plan will be developed and implemented.

359 684 As determined necessary, additional emergency responders, fire fighters, and equipment will be brought in from outside the 
valley to provide additional emergency response determined to be needed and positioned at key points throughout the 
project.

359 685 As determined necessary, helicopter emergency services will be provided and/or located as a predetermined site.

359 688 OTR management team members will have satellite phone service if cellular service is not available, in addition, to radios.

359 682 A mobile communications command center will be established to monitor all radio channels and traffic.

359 681 Additional radio repeaters will be installed to facilitate 2-way radio communication, paid for by Christo & Jeane Claude.

359 687 OTR staff will be provided with radios during all phases of the project and during all shifts.

359 690 Law enforcement officers will be located on both sides of the river, along with OTR monitors in key locations to limit access 
and insure public safety.

359 700 Traffic control, law enforcement, and emergency services plan will be professionally developed and implemented providing 
for continued, uninterupted business business transactions and day to day travel and activity for local citizens.

359 689

353 665 Our only concern about the project is whether they will be able to manage traffic flow and account for emergencies in the 
canyon.

336 651 Emergency vehicles would be rendered ineffective or greatly jeopardized.

333 645 How would a fire truck, police car, ambulence get ture it?

321 626 I have yet to witness an ambulence and/or an emergency vehicle being denied road passage or block by passenger cars or 
other vehicles.

312 609 In case of an accident or emergency, how do EMS get through?

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 16 of 22Emergency Response  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
307 597 How will tow trucks get in when cars break down?

300 583 National is a hot topic. What a target this cramped canyon could be for terrorist activity

284 537 Workers will be smoking and we are in a fire band do to no rain. One butt will start a wildlfire in no time at all. This is a very 
very bad idea.

279 526 I am very concerned about gettgin emergency vehicles thru the canyon

273 519 At each end of flag display a "airport type" search/metal detectors/chemical sensor with 24 hr 7day personnel to inspect 
each car/occupants for any type of threat possible to tourists and the canyon itself

273 516 Emergency response to traffic accidents and fires are only able to use US 50 as thru-way

269 508 CDOT and State Patrol have no answers as to traffic, emergency vehicles, etc.. We need to know how they are going to 
handle things now, not after permits are granted.

263 492 The local police are too few to handle the problems

257 486 Hospitals at both ends are limited and overworked just with what we already have.

257 483 As an EMT living in this area and a member of the Howard Fire Dept, my deep and honest feelings are that no portion of 
EMS is ready or equipped to deal with this ordeal

252 479 Emergency is a no brainer but a heavy storm in a canyon with no way out is inviting disaster.

249 471 I understand talk of Helos in an out of any location - ask a pilot if he wants to fly with some of the wind conditions in the river 
area.

249 476 Do you know what the TT units are carrying on Hwy 50 - Types of Hazmat materials - potential danger loads

249 477 With the amount of vehicles coming into a very small confined area at one time, an accident is bound to happen

249 469 I have been involved with accidents on Hwy 50 with TT-Units. Very little detour routes, the one route around - Texas Creek - 
Deer Mt is only 18 feet at the most, sharp curves where the whole TT-unit would use the whole road causing accidents. We 
have too many accidents on this road already.

249 474 This whole setup has a very high potential of disaster.

249 470 A long area to be covered by emregency services - narrow roads - with the impact of expected traffic the congestion is even 
worse for emergency services to get into and out of any location
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249 473 All the fire and ambulence help in the area are volunteer help and response will depend on how many are available at any 

one time.

249 472 The manpower to control traffic does not seem to be available.  I can't even get a police officer to respond to an incident on 
Deer Mt after 9pm

248 467 Will medical emergencies be addressed?

245 462 Arkansas Valley Ambulence Service can not be expected to take care of the Emergency Services required during this project

245 463 Any hiring of outside agencies to work in the Arkansas Valley Ambulance (AVA) territory needs to be coordinated with AVA 
ambulence services

243 452 With the fire danger so high and so many people coming in, it is inevitable that there will be terrible fires. Those of us who 
live in the canyon will not be able to get out.

242 450 The agencies that would grant permits to Christo should also be liable, since the damages and disasters are totally 
predictable.

242 445 How will any emergency vehicles get to a victim or fire with 600 cars per hour going through the canyon?

242 444 How will the canyon be evacuated in case of an emergency - e.g. terrorist activity (this is an international event with 250,000 
people projected to attend), fires, floods, etc.?

220 424 Emergency vehicles would be greatly jeopordized

202 401 The slow response times

193 398 I can only impagine the disaster we would have if anyone needed to get an ambulence through there

183 396 Rescue personnel can not access accidents and helicopters in this environment are useless

168 378 It will create major problems for emergency workers and to the citizens of the area

156 363 Additional emergency and law enforcement personnel will be hired as need to supplement local people and will be paid for 
solely by the artists

156 364 The emergency plan provides for personnel and equipment necessary to repsond to the greater influx of people and vehicles 
and takes into consideration the particular challenges of limited access areas in the Canyon

156 365 Coverage for medical, traffic, and fire emergencies will be more complete and QUICKER during the time of the project
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155 348 What about access for emergency vehicles?

151 338 I am satisfied that a realistic and effective emergency medical evacuation plan will be developed; the safety and security of 
the public, making certain that our polic and fire protection have the manpower and equipment necessary to facilitate the 
safety of the public during the exhibition

149 327 Transportation is the second most important issue after emergency services. Those involved in traffic control certainly have 
handled events like this one before

139 317 The project is bringing the community in touch with emergency response

135 312 I have an emergency helicopter landing sight available at Brown's Landing at Parkdale

128 304 Ther emergency response during this time the Christo project will be better

110 281 How does CDOT plan to respond to emergencies in the vicinity of the project?

110 282 Will traffic impede access to emergency vehicles?

110 283 Are there provisions to utilize Right for Life?

78 252 project will be good for our economy

64 238 The ambulence services, fire services, safety rails and many other issues, all cost tax payers money. These costs will 
continually increas

60 198 Local fire departments and ambulence services are not able to provide sufficient services.

60 197 Local law enforcement do not have the manpower to effectively enforce the law along the highway, let alone in the 
developments that will see increased traffic in their respective neighborhoods due to people deviating from the traffic jams 
and wishing a scenic route

60 213 Can you conceive of trying to get hundreds, if not thousands of cars out of the canyon in the event of a wildlfire? The 
potential for massive loss of life is incomprehensilbe.

60 218 There are only 2 Landing Zones in the canyon, one in Coaldale and one at the Howard Volunteer Fire Department as the 
Cotopaxi school will be full during school hours.

60 219 How will BLM response teams get the trucks and water to the fires?

60 220 What about head on collisions between emergency vehicles and passing motorists?
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60 226 How will the usual medical emergencies and trauma calls be transported through the canyon to hsopitals miles away, since 

the only route is Highway 50?

60 190 What about town and emergency vehicles, people getting from Buena Vista to the Salida Hospital; These tourists will hinder 
emergency operations.

57 180 There must be the ability throughout the canyon to provide emergency medical assistance and evacuation

57 183 The increased number of visitors during the two week period will make it more likely that any adverse event, whether a traffic 
accident, a medical emergency, or the outbreak of fire will be promptly observed, reported, and addressed.

51 163 the following things will be impacted negatively; wildlife, highway congestion, and response time for emergency vehicles

49 160 the potential traffic distasters on that winding, two-lane highway, the access (or lack thereof) for ambulences.

47 150 Unless another highway or road is built to allow people living along the river to use as an escape, there is no way that the 
issue of a wildfire can be addressed

44 134 the safety issues for emergency vehicles

39 123 If we have a fire in any of our areas, how will we get additional crews up here?

39 122 Where are the triage areas, evacuation areas, helicopter landing zones? Where is the plan?

39 121 Our agencies will have to respond to emergencies unrelated to this event. What happens in the event of a Multiple Casualty 
Incident (MCI)?

39 120 Few existing (western Fremont county) emergency services currently able to respond to traffic accidents, fire, river, or 
medical calls.

37 114 Emergency vehicles would be rendered ineffective or greatly jeopardized

34 110 If there was an emergency - EMT personnel would have a difficlut time reaching the "scene" as there are not many places to 
land a helicopter

32 100 If we have a fire in any of our areas, how will we get additional crews up here?

32 97 Few existing (western Fremont county) emergency services currently able to respond to traffic accidents, fire, river, or 
medical calls.
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32 98 Our agencies will have to respond to emergencies unrelated to this event. What happens in the event of a Multiple Casualty 

Incident (MCI)?

32 99 Where are the triage areas, evacuation areas, helicopter landing zones? Where is the plan?

29 94 Traffic, masses of tourists, and the lines, poles, whatever supporting this cloth over the river….interfering with a quick and 
efficient rescue

29 93 Safety concerns should be primary issue. How would this affect any necessary rescues?

28 91 Could an ambulence get through? Prepositioning emergency vehicles removes them from their normal base and still does 
not guarantee a speedy trip to Salida or Canon City

21 75 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

21 72 Same letter as 20, 22; Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

20 66 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

20 69 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

16 54 The wildlife issues alone should eliminate any consideration of this project (not to mention safety, traffic, etc..

15 50 the safety of US 50 Highway through the canyon if road is overload with people & car

15 51 How would a fire truck, police car, ambulence get "ture" it

14 47 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

14 44 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

13 41 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

13 38 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

10 33 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out
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10 30 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

2 14 Rescue personnel con not access accidents
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Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Construction Schedule, Anchors  Cables, Crews, Equipment, Drilling, Structural Integrity,  Extreme Weather Events, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1340 2557 The work involved to set anchors for the necessary cables etc would permanently deface the canyon while serving for a 

short period of time.

1340 2536 This is a project that would take some time to set up for a very temporary display.

1337 2558 Placing the needed concrete peers will damage the already fragile plant life.

1304 2567 It will create massive traffic problems not only at the time of viewing the finished project, but also during the period of 
construction and deconstruction.

1298 2569 Letting Christo in to even start his project, not even to mention the increase traffic and dangerous equipment, would have a 
long term, detrimental affect on the valley.

1298 2568 I don't know how anyone can think that having hundreds of workers over several years time period would not affect nature.

1258 2458 Communications towers will be placed and left for future improved communications in the valley, providing communication 
that is unavailable today.

1254 2448 Just one example of a permanent and significant benefit is a reliable wireless communications system in the Valley.  OTR 
Project plans are complete for a satellite-based wireless network that will be build as part of the OTR Project through the 40-
mile project area of the Arkansas River Valley.  A satellite-based wireless network is necessary during the OTR Project--from 
construction through dismantling.  There are two reasons.l  First, communications are needed for a rapid emergency 
response.  Second, full-time wireless communications are needed to build and manage the 40-mile OTR Project effectively.  
The towers that will be built will remain for a permanent wireless network for residents and visitors in the Valley.

1204 2379 If this experience is not up to the standards of the booking hotel or the visitors who sign up, it will surely be discontinued 
during the duration of OTR construction and display.  Sure, they may run sightseeing trips here during the actual display 
(assuming they have conventions booked during that time)., but are 2 weeks of possibilities worth trading for 4 years of 
losses in visitor days?
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1203 2376 Professional Fly-fishing guide clearly describing the devastating effects the project will have on her business.  I hope that 

these two examples or business owners who rely on the Highway 50 corridor help you to understand that the "two weeks" of 
promised economic boom offered by Christo would do little to offset the damages that will be suffered by our local people.

1147 2283 I live in Cotopaxi and travel to Canon City about once or twice a week. I know the Canyon Road (Hwy 50) quite well and am 
very concerned about the actual logistics of the traffic will happen.

1145 2275 concerns are about two weather events that would be detrimental to the OTR Project - Microburst Winds and Flash Floods

1145 2276 Large convective downbursts may begin as a microburst but subsequently spread out upon reaching the surface and may 
continue to be strong enough to be classified as a larger downburst, or macroburst.

1145 2277 Dry microbursts are more common to the western United States and High Plaines, and are not unheard of in mountainous 
and canyon terrain. It is this type of microburst that most likely might pose a hazard to the Project, especially since their 
maximum frequency in Colorado occurs in the summer months of July and August when mid-level monsoon moisture 
provides the initiating mechanism, virga shafts composed of graupel (snow pellets) or small hail.

1145 2278 downburst winds can reach or exceed 75 mph, which can be amplified by flow constrained between two canyon walls.

1145 2279 I would like to point out that wind tunnel tests usually stress materials subjected only to straight line, laminar flows. Wind 
tunnel tests do not replicate the turbulent, erratic gusts that microbursts can produce. Gusts of similar nature are thought to 
have deroofed a building in Alamosa.

1145 2280 My second concern related to weather is the possibility of a July/August thunderstorm producing torrential rainfall over the 
terrain adjacent to the Big Horn Canyons. I understand that some cable attachments will be to caissons imbedded in the 
ground.

1145 2281 Rapidly flowing water can easily wash away "loose fill material" and we know from Big Thomson experience that a small 
caisson serving as an anchor might easily be washed away in the process.

1145 2282 The probability of either of these weather events (microbursts & flash floods) occurring in just the right spot during the period 
that "Over the River" will be displayed is not very large, neither is it zero! The damage that non-zero-probable event can 
cause is well-known. The Big Thompson Flood and Hurricane Katrina provide suitable reminders of events that had low 
probability of hitting in just the right spot.

1143 2270 there will be a hazard during the two-week display period, but also during the two-year construction phase and the several 
months afterward for dismantling
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1140 2266 Collisions:  The support cables for the fabric panels pose a collision hazard for birds crossing or following the river course.  

Grids of cables at 35-40 foot intervals traversing the river throughout the summer greatly increase the likelihood of 
collisions.  Raptors, particularly ospreys, bald eagles and peregrine falcons that frequent the Arkansas river may strike the 
cables.  Other avians, including waterfowl, gulls, herons and pelicans are especially vulnerable as they commute up and 
down the river.  Increasing the cables' visiblity can negate the hazard.  Foam pipe insulation tubing (generally available at 
plumbing supply outlets) must be placed on any exposed cable and guys throughout the period they are in place.  The 2" to 
3" diameter of the foam tubing will increase the visibility of the cables as well as afford limited cushioning in the case of 
collisions.  Placement of other devices such as streamers or large balls are not recommended since the birds may not 
reason that a hazard exists.  The foam tubes are generally four feet in length and split longitudinally to permit them to be 
placed over pipes.  The tubing should be painted fluorescent orange or white and can be slipped and slid down over the 
cables as they places after they are tensioned.  The split down the length of the tubes will permit easy removal and 
replacement.  Later, as the fabric panels are attached and slid along the cables, the insulation can be removed from the 
other end.  Immediately after the fabric panels are removed, the foam tubes must be replaced on the exposed cables until 
they are dismantled.  The period of exposure to collisions can be reduced by erecting the cables as late in the project as 
possible, then removing them immediately after the display.

1140 2291 Project description indicates that the 6 to 25 foot space between the overhead panels and the river bank will allow both 
public and wildlife access to the river.  Unrestricted access for the extreme numbers of anticipated viewers along the panel 
segments will exacerbate wildlife, vegetation and soil impacts immediately adjacent to the project.  Public access will need to 
be directed to relatively concentrated areas that can be rehabilitated immediately following viewin of the curtain.  Hopefully, 
those sites can be provided on naturally hardened areas where soil and vegetative impacts will be minimized as well.  Those 
types of sites, however could increase safety risks for the viewing public.

1140 2292 Opening along the edge of the curtain may provide the opportunity for wildlife to access the river, experience with bighorn 
sheep indicates that many if not all, animals will not be willing to go under the curtain.  The presence of the curtain will 
preclude many, if not all, animals going to the river for water or foraging along the riverbank from the level of the curtain 
down to the waterline.  This impact will be critical for the two areas of the canyon where alternate water sources are not 
available, the Parkdale to Pinnacle Rock and cotopaxi to Coaldale segments, where fabric panels are proposed.  Openings 
of a minimum of one quarter mile in length will be necessary with a maximum of one half mile of curtain between openings to 
allow wildlife access to water.  Optimal locations for these openings can be provided based on historic sheep observations in 
the canyon.

1140 2293 Timing of installation and removal of all components of the project will be important.  Because there is little human activity on 
the north side of the river, wildlife in general and bighorn sheep in particular, will be significantly impacted by construction 
and removal activities on the north side.  If the project is permitted to proceed, no work should occur during the annual 
breeding season for bighorn sheep, Oct 15 through Jan 15, the lambing season, April 15 through June 30 should also be 
avoided in identified lambing areas,  Additionally, bighorn sheep hunting seasons should also be avoided.

1140 2294 While this does not happen every year, viewing of the project during the last two weeks of July would increase the probability 
that sheep micht be away from the river itself and thus reduce impacts of those populations.
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1140 2295 The project discription indicates a large number of workers and equipment will be needed during construction and removal 

of the project.  Activities on the north side of the river will create the most impacts on wildlife and need to be minimized as 
much as possible and timed to not occur during critical time periods and in critical habitat areas.  Construction and removal 
activities need to occur outside of sheep lambing dates indicated above in identified lambing areas.  No activities should 
occur on the north side during the hunting season and breeding season dates in the segments between Parkdale and 
Pinnacle Rock, between Cotopaxi and Coaldale and abetween Swissvale and Salida.  During viewing, we strongly 
recommend that no activity associated with the project occur on the north side of the river.  The north side should be closed 
to all viewing activities and project monitors should only be stationed at existing bridges or access points to intercept 
members of the viewing public and redirect them to the appropriate sites o the south side of the river.

1140 2296 Other than minimal number of work vehicles using the railroad track for access to anchor and cable work sites, we 
recommend no additional railroad traffic be created by the proposed project.  Bighorn sheep are most disturbed and thus 
stressed by activities they are not accustomed to.  When trains utilized the tracks several time each day, the sheep were 
habituated to this activity and it created little stress in the sheep.  Now that train traffic has been negligible for the last few 
years, they respond much more negatively to train traffic.  Additionally, project viewing trains would likely stop for viewing of 
the curtain which would create even more of an impact on sheep in the immediate area.

1140 2267 Fabric Panels:  It is unknown how riparian dwelling wildlife will react to the rippling artificial ceiling.  Those birds that are 
frightened by the movement and flapping of the fabric immediately overhead are likely to abandon their eggs or young.  
Other birds that forage along or in the river probably will relocate to open stretches away from the panels.  If the panels are 
erected in early August, the impact will be reduced since many nesting birds have fledged their your by that time.

1140 2297 Efforts should be undertaken to prevent spread of noxious weeds in those areas where soil disturbance occurs.

1140 2290 Impacts associated with the proposed project will be to both the wildlife populations that inhabit the canyon and to the 
habitats that support thoses populations.  Since work crew access to the north side of the river will necessarily extend to 
bridges upstream and downstream of actual work sites, construction and removal of the jproject features will impact almost 
the entire canyon.  Likewise, impacts from public viewing of the projects will also extend fro the entire length of the canyon.  
Once in the canyon, viewing traffic will have to continue to either end of the canyon before it can disperse on alternate 
highways.  If the project is permitted to proceed, the objective of these recommendations is to reduce wildlife impacts as 
much as possible.

1140 2298 Movement through and across the project area is known to occur for mule deer and bighorn sheep and expected to occur for 
black bears and mountain lions.  Radio collar data for mule deer shows movement across the river/highway corridor as well 
as up and down river for distance approaching 35 miles.  The river and railroad corridor provide a movement corridor along 
the river for bighorn sheep within the home ranges for each individual herd.  Additionally, ewe movement across the 
river/highway corridor have been documented in past years.  Rams routinely move back and forth across the river/highway 
prior to and following the breeding season.
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1131 1901 Has anyone thought about the geology?  A fault line runs down the middle of the Arkansas River.  What effect will all of the 

drilling have on the fault?  Will any of the drilling actually go into any of the fault lines?  Will the tension of the cables affect 
this in any way?  When the tarps are fastened to the cables, and the wind ( knowing we have very strong winds at time) 
blows through, making a wind tunnel, will the vibrations, which will go through the cables and jinto the screws in the caisons, 
cause water to lubricate the fault scarps?  Or cause other problems?

1129 2257 This work could go on for more than one set of seasons, I understand, causing even more damage.  The equipment will be 
removed like it never happened, but evidence of stresses on nature would remain for a long time.

1129 2256 The necessary drilling, blasting, human presence, etc required to ready the canyon for the display could negate an entire 
season of nesting, brooding and fledging for birds who rely on proximity to water for breeding success as well as the cycle of 
life for plants underfoot.

1129 1900 We need to look deeper at the ramifications to wildlife and plants who occupy this area as they could be very badly affected.

1129 2258 The cables suspended over the water for a time before the fabric panels are attached pose an obvious threat to any bird, bat 
or butterfly who flies through the area, nesting or otherwise.  Some hunt and fish on the River, otheres use the waterway as 
a travel lane.  It is imperative we consider the needs of any birds and animals who call the River home when scheduling 
these invasive activities.

1127 2247 Other negative impacts will occur from the overwhelming increase in numbers of people utilizing not just the area where the 
fabric panels are hung but in the surrounding properties from mulitiudes of hikers, mountain bikers, off road vehicles and 
campers that will dexcend on this area.  These other impacts will increase disruption to terrestrial wildlife as well as 
trampling vegetation and compacting soils that will reduce the quality of their habitats.  They will further damage sensitive 
plant species that occur in the area by trampling, plant collection, and via compacting soils.  We are especially concerned 
about the proposed time frames.

1127 2242 the projected window when this project would be open to the public would be mid July to mid August no earlier that 2009.  
The work to put up anchors along the 40 mile stretch of the Arkansas River identified for placement of the panels would take 
place during the spring and fall over a two year period prior to the opening of the project to the public.  Additionally the 
cables would be stretched across the river approximately three months before the project is due to open to the public, 
targeted for spring, then the final attachment of fabric would be take place right before (number of days not specified) the 
project opening.

1127 2245 The proposed project is of considerable concern to us due to a number of likely and possible negative impacts on wild birds, 
other terrestrial wildlife, and sensitive plant species and all their habitats.
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1127 2252 Haliacetus leucocephalus (Bald Eagle) - This species is listed as Threatened on both the Colorado and Federal lists.  There 

is a reported Bald Eagle nest site located near the proposed project area.  There are many documented sightings of this 
species throughout the Arkansas River corridor from Parkdale to Salida year-round as there is a documented nest site in 
Fremont County and many Bald Eagles roost at the Pueblo Reservoir, with birds flying through the Arkansas River corridor 
in serarch of prey.  If a nest site for this species is located near enough to the proposed project area, there would be issues 
of enst dirturbance.  And there is a clear risk of collision with the approximately 1000 cables that will be stretched across the 
river and left wighout fabric panels for up to 3 months prior to the attaching the panels at some unspecified time before 
opening the proposed project.

1127 2246 Some could be effected by the direct impacts of the project-the work during the two year timeframe for installing anchors, the 
3 month timeframe during which the cables will be put up before installing the fabirc panels, the disruption and impacts to 
the soils and vegetation by the projected several hundred thousand visitors.

1127 2255 Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens (Townsend's Big-Eared Bat subspecies)-This is state species of Special Concern, on 
the BLM State Sensitive Species List and listed by colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) as G4T4/S2 indicating status 
as imperiled in the state (as noted on the CNHP website, updated as of 7-28-05.  "Popultaions, especially in the nursery and 
hibernaculum, are highly susceptible to disturbance and have been reported to be declining." (Colo. Div of wildlife webpage)  
A documented maternity roost is located within the proposed project area and within a mile or so of the proposed panel 
location at the county line.  And it is located near a trail well known and used by residents of Salida so there is a strong 
chance this trail will see significantly increased foot and mountain bike traffic if the fabric panels can be viewed from 
locations accessible from this trail.  This would substantially increase risk of disturbance for this bat species.  It is 
recommended that the fabric panels not be located in any location where thoses accessing this trail can view them.  It will be 
necessary for engineering studies to be conducted in order to ascertain the viewability and location specifications.

1127 2249 Since the bare cables without attached fabric panels creates an especially high risk of collision for a number of birds species 
and especially since there are proposed to be approximately 1,000 of these cables hung across the river, it is recommended 
that special design attributes or attachment of flags or other articles to make these cables more visible to flying birds be 
researched and installed.

1127 2251 Additionally the construction work in installing anchors and caissons that is scheduled for spring also creates disruption for 
many bird species that begin nest building as early as February.  (American Dippers, a species most directly impacted as 
they nest on the bank area or on structures above the river, are documented as beginning nest building this early per the 
Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas.  Therefore it is recommended that ancho installation be completed during the fall or even Jan-
Mar to avoid reducing breeding success for area birds most of which are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
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1127 2253 If there is not verification of the nest site in the proposed project area, it is recommended that a thorough survey be 

conducted to search for a possible nest site so an evaluation of impacts can be adequately made.  Since this is a federally 
listed species, a possible collision with a bare cable would be an unauthorized and illegal "take".  There needs to be some 
modifications made to the cables to insure they are visible to Bald Eagles that fly along the river and dive into it for fish so 
that collisions can be avoided.  Additionally it is recommended that the time frame during which these cables are strung and 
left without attaching the fabric panels be shortened to minimize the possibility of the "take" of this threatened species.

1127 2254 Falco pergrinus (Peregrine Falcon) - This species is listed as a "State Special Concern" bird related to the fact it was only 
recently removed from Federal lising as a threatened species.  Peregrine Falcons were "hacked" into an area adjacent to the 
proposed project area some years ago.  A documented eyrie for this species is located in the Royal Gorge corridor, within a 
few flight miles of Parkdale.  Additionally at least one more documented eyrie that is located on Forest Service land is 
located well within the area that a peregrine Falcon would use during hunting.  Peregrine Falcons have been observed in the 
Royal Gorge withing the past 5 years (aughor's personal observation).  Though this species nests in locations that are not 
known to be at risk of disturbance from this proposed project they are at risk of injury and disturbance related to the 
proposed project.  Areas within the proposed project area are within the hunting range of these birds.  Peregrine Falcons are 
well known for their speedy flights, with calculated stooping speeds of between 160 to 440 km/h (White, et al, 2002).  This 
makes this species at high risk for collision with the 1000 or so cables that will be strung across the Arkansas Rier and left 
bare for up to three months prior to attaching the fabric panels which will make them difficult to see.  There needs to be 
some modifications made to the cables to insure they are visible to Bald Eagles that fly along the river and dive into it for fish 
so that collisions can be avoided.  Additionally it is recommended that the time frame during which these cables are strung 
and left without attaching the fabric panels be shortened to minimize seriously injuring or killing Peregrine Falcons.

1127 2248 Most of the birds that nest in the proposed area still have young in their nests until at least the beginning of August.  So it is 
strongly recommended that the two week period when the proposed project is open to public viewing not began until the first 
week in August.

1127 2250 Also the time frame during which the cables are up without the attached fabric panels needs to be compressed to a smaller 
amount of time to further reduce opportunities for injury and death dut to bird collisions

1121 1893 …combined with the normal traffic and other activities in the canyon (fishing, rafting, etc), this project would add 
unnecessary and dangerous traffic and congestion problems.

1119 1892 The first concern is the time (years) that it will take for the "art" to be put in place, creating disruptions to native species and 
the environment, this is not counting the few weeks it is in place in its final form, this will not be a few months effort.  ..is the 
"blight" that will remain even after the supposed removal of the "art".  The drilling and digging to implant the supports for the 
span will be permanent.  ..there are still numerous bedraggled remains of that piece of artwork that are unsightly and 
unnatural.
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1116 1885 …there has been a complete lack of concern for the residents of the area and for the enormous traffic problems which will 

prevent people from being able to go to their work - not just during the 2 weeks of the "show" but interruptions during the 
years of construction.  Workers' commutes are already quite long given that we live far from our employment.  This will make 
the commutes untenable.  People trying to get to their jobs or get anywhere-to groceries to livelihoods to emergencies will be 
delayed and even prevented.  This concerns peoples' livelihoods and quality of life on many levels.  …"there are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions."  …prevent this harm to 
people's lives.

1113 1881 Hundreds of People will be employed:  All labor is paid for at prevailing wage rates by Christo and Jeanne Claude.  The jobs 
will be available before, during and after the two weeks.  These people will work in planning, organization, construction and 
dismantling, and maintenance.  People will work in and 24/7 security, monitoring, in traffic management, and in visitor 
welfare and safety.  People in the valley will gather profits:  As part of the OTR artwork, the artists do the work of creating 
and overseeing production of drawings, photos, books, maps and mementos.  A special organization will be formed by the 
people in the Headwaters Valley to manage sales and disburse profits according to the goals of the people.  Jeanne Claude 
and Christo do not apply for or receive grants of any kind.  But, since people and planning are part of the artwork, an 
organization in the valley could be created to apply for a federal or state grant to support the activities in the headwaters 
Valley that are related to Over the River.  Benefits for other artists, museums, art organizations and art galleries:  Other artist 
will create and show their work to visitors.  Some will make a film or a CD; some will create and show programs about OTR, 
some will set up temporary galleries.  Some will act as hosts or guides for special tours.  Photographers will take photos and 
sell them!

1113 1879 …a delayed response time is heavy highway congestion will occur.  Emergencies may occur that require law enforcement by 
police/sheriff or state patrol, fire-fighting and wildfire personnel, an ambulance or a search and rescue team.  A few people 
worry about wildfire and a terrorist attack!  Traffic control plans include emergency response processes and planning for 
visitor/traveler safety.  Both safety and emergencies are included in the responsibilities of the artists.  Details are in the 
project description.  The plan seems to be well thought out and coordinated.  The artists are planning with experts in the 
cities, counties, state and federal agencies.  I believe the positive impacts of the project far outweigh the negative.  People 
from around the world will come, and take home with them a wonderful memory/image of our beautiful, unique Colorado.

1111 2241 There aren't that many areas to pull off and get out and look at this are work.  It would be dangerous especially on the road.  
We have enough accidents without this!

1109 1874 The over the river project is going to put a lot of people in danger.  The highway is already dangerous enough.  People do 
not need any more distractions.

1104 1872 The Christo's vision displayed for two weeks may not cause that much environmental damage.  But the two years of 
installation and the year of dismantling the rpoject will cause severe damage to the environment.
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1103 1870 The "Over the River" project is scheduled to have a lengthy construction period, a two week presentation time, and a 

demolition period.  During this time, expecially the presentation period, from Canon city to Salida, expecially the 40 mile 
section of US Hwy 50 from Parkdale to Wellsville, will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county 
roads and driveways.  This is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county roads and driveways.  This is 
extremely dangerous for residents, emergency vehicles, and commodity vehicles such as water, fuel, food and mail parcels 
to travel.  This highway is the only appropriate route from Pueblo, Southern Colorado Springs, and Canon City to the Salida 
area.  To have the commodities that need to enter Salida or anywhere in between Canon City and Salida go by an alternate 
route will raise the already high fuel cost or possible not be delivered at all.

1101 1866 The weight placed on seven miles of curtain over the Arkansas River with an average width of eighty feet from a typical 
Colorado six inch hail storm with the normal accompanying rain is 88 million pounds.  I've seen single hail storms.  Do you 
really want to float under that curtain?  Do you want your children under the curtain?

1100 2236 How much is one life worth?  Or property or animals?

1098 2233 Every time we have a freeze several large rocks land on highway 50.  This tells me that the rock formations around here are 
fairly fragile.  How will they do with machinery drilling holes and distrupting the environment?

1097 2231 This project will take three years - two years construction and almost one year taking away all construction.

1097 2232 This will affect the environment for a long period of time - not just the two weeks the material will be up.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 9 of 24Engineering Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1092 1850 …a two year prior construction stage, a two week exhibition, followed by a one year demolition process, essentially a three 

year impact project.  …the chosen river sites are located both above and below Howard, Colorado.  This event is projected 
to attract over 250,000 visitors to the Arkansas River Valley during the two week exhibition period alone, with no estimate of 
increased traffic potential throughout construction and demolition.  These visitors would of necessity be confined and 
compressed into the approximately 60 mile section of US Highway 50 between Salida and Canon City; that highway is 
essentially the only land access between the two.  It is the only access to most of the communities, tourist facilities, 
businesses, and home situated between Salida and Canon City.  Most improtantly, that highway is the only link between the 
people living in the area nad medical, fire, evacuation, or any other emergency services.  It is our only response route to 
virtually any and all emergencies in our protection area.  It is the only available route for us to provide or receive assistance 
under our mutual aid agreements with larger, better-equipped departments in either Salida or Canon city, or support to or 
from the colorado State Forestry Service in case of wildland fire.  US Highway 50 between Canon City and Slaida is a 
predominately two-lane road which parallels the Arkansas River throught it's winding, high-wall canyon from Parkdale, about 
10 miles west of Canon City, to Salida.  In some areas the highway has been widened to include a passing lane, but in many 
areas is far to narrow to allow more than two vehicles.  Even now, minor accidents close the highway in both directions, 
often for hours while investigatory agnecies and towing companies respond.  A major accident, especially one with injuries 
or fatalities, can result in closures lasting the better part of a day.  Should this project be approved and permitted by the 
multiple federal and state agencies involve, the potential for disaster is very high.  An accident of any kind on US 50 could 
result in a traffic jam of gigantic proportions.  Although unlikely, based on visitor estimates, as many as 20,000 cars could be 
involved, and all access to the accident and the people involved could be impossible.  Accidents beget accidents; it is easy 
to envision both ends of the Arkansas River Bighorn Sheep Canyon blocked for a considerable length of time with people 
marooned in their vehicles, in the summer heat, many probably withour food or drink.  And we would not be able to respond 
to the accident, the victims, or to any other emergency in the area.  A proposed solution of establishing a third lane in the 
center of the highway reserved for emergency traffic is totally impractical since there are multiple "choke", or narrow, points 
in the highway barely allowing passage of two vehicles.  The Howard Fire Department is an all-volunteer organization, ready 
and willing to respond to emergencies in our community or wherever need be.  Resources in this rual area are limited.  We 
depend on the support of our mutual-aid partners, such as salida, about 12 miles west, in case of major incidents.  With the 
highway blocked and/or jammed, we cannot support them, they cannot support us.  We cannot provide adquate fire or 
emergency response to our area without access to the highway.  Water and equipment limited, and we will be forced to try to 
obtain funds in excess of $200,000 to obtain equipment, e.g. an adequate tanker and extraction equipment, to offset the 
potential unavilability of our support partners who supply those capabilities now.  We must point out that this does not even 
address the other emergency response units in the area such as ambulance, sheriff, State Patrol, or others, who would be 
equally hampered in such an event.  Through your good offices, to evaluate the potential local impact of the proposed 
project.

1091 1849 What makes them think the "Walls" where they anchor them will hold.

1088 2230 Even though the railroad and highway have changed the canyon, an influx of 250,000 people in 2 weeks will further 
dramatically impact the environment.  … people will not stick to trails and garbage will not necessarily be deposited in 
designated receptacles.
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1088 1841 …proponents arguments that the river basin has already been overwhelmingly altered by the construction of the highway 

and the railroad.  …further alteration will not help the situation.

1087 1840 …covering up a beautiful river, scarring the land and scaring off the wildlife.

1079 1828 Damage to the banks, the rocks, even pollution will be a major problem.  Neither the government nor private entities can 
afford to clean up after this project is over and I seriously doubt that Christo's team will be willing to climb up and down the 
riverbanks to collect the trash that will be strewn throughout the area.  How long Wal Mart bags and cigarette butts scar 
nature's beauty.

1078 2222 Christo's project promises a temporary presence with extensive impacts.  Whether the long term price paid by the canyon 
itself and its inhabitants is a wise purchase for a two week product. Only a full Environmental Impact Study can determine 
that.

1078 1826 As an area resident who splits my time between Canon City and Nathrop.  The primary question is not about the value of 
"Over the River" as art.  Rather, it's the location.      Those who live and work in the middle of those effects?

1071 1818 You close down our mountains to motorized vehicles, but just because someone has money, you will let them strip our river.  
It isn't just two weeks of utter chass.  It will be months and years of construction.  The ones who it will make the most impact 
on - the people who live in the area.

1070 1817 The proposed installation of concrete and steel in the canyon is reportedly intended to be left in place, after the "over the 
River" display is otherwise dismantled.

1069 1815 That highway is heavily used in summer with RVs, and trailers all year round.  Hauling livestock and hay on that ropute, I 
have often seen and experienced impaitient drivers passing illegally and driving too fast.  The idea of 3 years construction 
and 4 proposed closures on that stretch of winding highway is a resipe for a real mess.

1069 1816 Anyone with any knowledge of animal behavior knows that the wildlife will be greatly affected by such a project.  Attempts 
thus far in suggesting mitigation cannot begin to solve the problems.  Great cos and risk to all of those who use the river 
canyon - animal and human life.
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1065 1808 There are other concerns related to wildlife that will most surely be adversely affected by "Over the River".  Christo's "Over 

the River" fabric which is attached to steel cable attached to steel rods encased in concrete and pounded into the rivers' 
edge or adjacent ground (and then buffetted by the regular wind through the canyon) will prove to be the "gopher chaser" on 
a much grander scale…7 miles long…but indiscriminately affecting every subterranean dweller from the tiny moles and 
Preebles jumping mouse to snakes, fox, beaver, nesting birds and emanating into the water itself disrupting the peaceful 
trout habitat.  These vibrations are surely more far reaching than what current vehicular traffic creates.  What have your 
studies shown on how this type of vibration carried deep into the ground via steel rods affects the wildlife inhabiting the 
areas underneath and adjacent to the source?    How are the regualrly travelled watering routes used by bighorn sheep, 
deer, bear, lynx, mountain lions, etc., going to be affected during the ongoing construction by hundreds of workers (700 as 
told by Christo) over this period of time?  Bighorn sheep are subjected to stress affecting reproduction rates; how ill this 
additional period of disruption affect them?  What have you determined to be the effect on brown trout spawning beds when 
untold numbers of people employed to dismantle the 'project" and clean up trash (much of which could end up in the river or 
along it's edge).

1063 1802 There is a herd of Big Horn Sheep that are often seen in the vicinity of the river between the Texas Creek area nad west of 
Cotopaxi.  I question whether it is wise to disrupt their habitat.  I would hate for the area to lose such a treasure for a two 
week exhibition.

1061 2204 For one whose business has been based on relationships, I see our efforts to protect our business from destruction by this 
project as countered by the backlash that will result from that very attempt.  We are damned if we do and damned if we don't.

1057 1798 In three years there will be more residents living in the area adding more cars to Hwy 50 in addition to the increase in truck 
traffic.  250000 people looking at the art project would over-load the highway and make a congested dangerous situation all 
the way between Canon City and salida.

1056 1794 My greatest concern is safety of all residents in the Arkansas River Valley.  Being a resident at Cotopaxi we will be hemed in 
for 14 days at the least.  My question - if this is only 14 days how long will they close one lane of traffic to start the draping.  
July-Aug is not speedie enough than again Sept. fabric removal.  It appears to me the Valley residents will be 
inconvenienced or be limited in activity for 3 mo. Not just 2 weeks.

1055 1787 Dept. of Nat. Resources - One concern is the boring of holes in solid rock for anchors.  How do you return that to its natural 
state"  Oh! Yes! We can fill it with some mortor.  Sorry not the same on areas of vegetation distrubed.  We live in a high 
desert environment, it takes years if ever to get anything to grow back to a natural state.

1051 1778 These experienced artists have more to teach us of planning, engineering, management, the beaurty of the conceptual 
process and concern that art is for the next generations as well as for us.

1048 1775 They claim the project will only be here for two weeks, but I know better, for I have lived with the creation and the destruction 
of two of their previous projects.  They have a history of not completing their clean-up after a project, too, claiming to be "too 
old to have time to finish every little thing.
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1045 2179 How many bald eagles will mortally wound their wings, not used to all the wires that must be used for such a project?

1045 2177 This is not just during the display, but for months (years) before to set it up, and months after to take it down!

1045 2180 When all these "panels" start tearing apart from the wind that rips through that canyon and blow onto the road, how many 
car accidents will occur?

1040 1758 After the thing is up, traffic will be slow and people who live in the canyon or who commute to Salida or Canon City will face 
major inconvenience.  .

1040 1757 Wildlife will be displaced by the frilling and installation.

1039 2166 Will the Christo's come back in and pick up after themselves?  (I'm teaching my son to pick up after himself and he's only 2 
1/2)?

1039 1755 Besides the concern of traffic and saftey, besides the concern of the animal's habitat that naturally live in the canyon, 
besides the concern of trash left behind from tourists, I have the concern of what will be done with the fabric once the "show" 
is over.

1037 1752 This "draping" of the canyon can only result in unnecessary stress and degradation to the local environment and wildlife.

1035 1749 I have fished on the Arkansas many times and have traveled along highway 50 when any bit of road construction can cause 
a rather major traffic backup.

1033 1746 It is my understanding that after the completion of this project, all of the anchors will not be completely remvoed but, only 
hidden.  Are we to assume that these anchors will never show up again.  They will appear in the future years (10 or perhaps 
20 years from now) and at that time who will be responsible for the final clean-up.  Why the tax payers of course!

1030 2158 The Over the River project will favor these same sections, thus bringing an unacceptable level of distress to land and aquatic 
wildlife.

1029 2156 Construction or accidents that reduce even one lane of traffic make trips in the direction (either to Salida or Canon City) of 
the disruption impossible.

1029 1739 We live approximately half way between Salida and Canon City.  My concern is the impact on traffic from all phases of the 
project (construction display, dismantling).  According to project information, there will be an impact for at least 2 years.

1028 1738 Lasting scars that will be left by the construction of this project, high a price to pay.

1024 1727 ..potential harm to the wildlife by traffic, cables and pollution.
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1017 1724 …someone will be killed or at least be seriously injured in the canyon due to the distracting nature of the project and the 

difficult driving conditions in that area.  Even without the fabric, the beauty of the river and rock formations is hard to resist.  
Interested persons will come from far and wide to view the project as well as take pictures.  At the sme time, other motorist 
will just be hurriedly passing through on their way home from a hard days work.  Still otheres will be driving tractor-trailers or 
motorcycles.  Someone will park in an unauthorized area and try to run across the highway with their camera and be 
injured.  Someone will be rear-ended and forced into a head-on collision.  When these accidents occur, it will be extremely 
difficult to get emergency technicians to the scene and all traffic will be stopped causing even more accidents.  I am one of 
those "less is more" kinds of people.  I think the Pike National Forest looks its best the way it is.  I think that Grand Canyon is 
fine without a whitewash and the Arkansas River is beautiful without a scarf.

1013 1707 Will drilling on river bank put silt in river?  Will wind pull curtains off or shred them causing more danger for drivers or rafters?

1000 2144 The RMBS and its volunteer members have spent thousands of dollars and hundreds of "man hours" in units S7, S47 and 
S49 over the years in an effort to increase overall sheep numbers and herd health.  The RMBS is greatly concerned with the 
potential negative impacts to the herds by the "Over the River artwork" itself and the activities related to the installation, 
viewing, and ultimate removal of the "artwork" over the next several years.

1000 2145 BLM staff understand how susceptible wild sheep are to disturbance and loss of available habitat and how difficult it can be 
to reveerse a single declining sheep herd, let alone potentially five.

988 1679 Construction and Engineering: Studies of wind and precipitaion have been conducted in Bighorn Canyon.  Using these 
studies all materials use in construction of the artwork have been studied and engineered by professional engineering 
companies to meet strenuous weight capacities, wind velocities, rain and hail loads, flame resistance, cable strengths, 
anchoring strengths, etc.  Steel cables will be anchored on the upper part of the riverbanks and suspended fabric panels.  
Anchors will be a 3" diameter hole drilled in bedrock, up to 10" in unconsolidated rock, or as caissons buried in loose fill 
materials.  Anchors will be removed at the end of the project.  Upon removal the holes in bedrock will be filled with matching 
mortar.  Caissons will be left buried at least 12" below ground level.  Professional contractors under supervision will 
complete all installation work.  Ancho construction will involve 200' to 500' closures, no more than once in every 10 miles.  
Flaggers and sinage will be provided per CDOT determination.  ..this insures that public health and welfare is protected.

987 1677 Even though the art project will be displayed over a 2-week period of time, the preparation and construction time is 3 years 
prior to the event.

976 1670 I am concerned about the increased losses of wildlife, especially bighorn sheep, due to collisions with automobiles as well 
as the increased disruption of these animals daily activities.    This project would actually be harmful to the arkansas and its 
established recreational industries.

968 1664 ..that much activity and that many people would be very detrimental for the wildlife and native plants that reside there.  
Species such as birds and bighorn sheep do not adapt quickly to new disturbances and may be thrown off their natural 
behaviors for the season.
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962 1659 What about the animals?  The workers involved in the project will keep them frightened for who knows how long.

962 1660 What if a wind ripped the fabric loose and it went into the river?  Can you imagine the impact?

961 2133 What if just one of those sheets is torn away by a wind clocked at 96 mph like the wind that roared through our valley last 
week?

961 2134 And, just suppose that sheet went flying and landed on a bus carring tourist and covered that drivers view or maybe you 
were driving your car and it happened to you?

961 1658 I wonder about the safety of those drivers traveling highway 50.  The distraction of these sheets of fabric is one more safety 
hazard as people look at that instead of the narrow winding road.

959 1653 ..has the very real potential of causing substantial long lasting harm to the environment, wildlife and natural beauty of the 
Arkansas River valley.

930 1619 During the construction and de-construction phases, what is the impact to traffic flow?  If the cables are being strung across 
the highway, how much time will traffic be blocked each day?

925 1617 I can't imagine any state or national agency that would want to be involved about the time that the road and traffic are 
covered with wind blown pannesl or a lightening hit on a support cable spreads fire to the panels and then the canyon itself.

904 1587 …the amount of time it will take to construct the project, the impact during the first couple of years appears minimal.

904 2112 It is our understanding the caissons that will be left over after the project will be underground.  This does not seem any 
worse that what man has already constructed in the canyon.

877 2097 Then there is a pollution and environmental impact of all the construction and destruction.

877 2098 Hwy 50 will be a major traffic jam not only during the two weeks of viewing but also for the two years of construction and one 
year of takedown.

869 1549 Wildlife will be disturbed and possibly driven off permanently with the 3 years of drilling, blasting, additional traffic and loss of 
habitat, food and water.

869 1548 …there will be a 3 full years of disruption to the Canyon-not 2 weeks, and the river banks will be permanently disfigured-
caissons will be left in the ground.

865 1541 Cleaning up the mess in the case that a weather event destroys the curtain.  I estimate that we are talking about 3,696,000 
square feet of material, scattered up and down the valley of the Arkansas and surrounding countryside. (Seven miles time 
5,280 feet times 100 feet estimated width of the Arkansas Valley over the river, as portrayed in the paper.)
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856 1534 The weight placed on seven miles of curtain over the Arkansas River with an average width of eighty feet from a typical 

Colorado six inch hail storm with the normal accompanying rain is 88 million pounds.  All this weight is sitting on a fabric that 
is designed to let the light shine through.

855 1530 ..interacting with a broad range of people who will come here as workers, volunteers and aficiionados,..an opportunity to 
bring ART to kids.  And engineering, and wildlife management, and economics, and geology, and environmental studies.

851 2080 We feel it would not be in the best overall interest to have this event between July 1st and August 10th.

851 1524 …believe this will be a positive event for our community and will provide a large economic benefit to the region.    T

850 1523 …the idea of concrete pourings and permanent metal bolts in our canyon completely unscceptable and offensive.

850 1522 I also do not want our native wildlife disturbed by this rather crazy 2-week fabric showing.

846 1515 Who is in charge to see they cleanup the river after it's over?

844 1510 The issue of our precious water.  What about the pollution that is caused by the rocks going into the river during 
construction?

844 2074 The "Over the River" project is scheduled to have a lengthy construction period, a two week presentation time, and a 
demolition period.

842 1506 They will take all necessary actions to address issues surrounding the installation, exhibition and removal of the Over The 
River project and will preserve the beauty and integrity of our canyon.

831 1487 It is beyond my comprehension that Christo would be allowed to drill steel tie downs into rock and etc.  And leave them 
permanently!  Is there any precident for someone drilling anchors into rocks for tents, etc. and BLM says its OK??

830 2058 The notion of placing guzzlers away from the river for wildlife watering is ludicrous.  It will take time for animals to find these 
devices, and get accustomed to their use amidst the miliue of the construction of this display.  Mechanical or gas powered 
pumps will be needed to supply water.  Animals will need to gather where they will be exposed to predators, and to the 
spread of disease in concentrated goups.

830 2059 The operation of heavy equipment over riparian lands and river banks is certain to cause erosion of fragile soils as well as to 
cause damage to plants, animal burrows and habitat.

830 1483 This is not a simple two-week project.  It will go on for three years of construction.  Christo's engineer told me they would use 
a mining track drill to drill the 2400 holes for anchors each 9' deep and 3" diameter filled with grout and bolts.  I have worked 
around track drills, in the past.  They travel on tracks as does a bulldozer.  They are noisy, blowing off plumes of rock dust 
and smoke as the rotary hammer drill pulverizes the rock in the hole and expels it with down-hole compressed air.
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828 2054 THEY SAY THAT all fabric panels have been strategically located to avoid bighorn sheep habitats and primary watering 

areas.  THEY SAY THAT the location of the fabric panels will allow both animal and human ingress and egress to the river. 
BUT CAN BE SURE???

820 2047 Do we really think the big horn sheep and the fishery and the caddis hatch will thrive amongst the construction, traffic, and 
sight-seers who will certainly leave their abuse upon the landscape?

819 2046 It would change my decision on whether I would fish that area during the time of the art installation, showing and 
dismantling.  I go to get away not to be moved away due to some activity that can be prevented.

812 2035 I have not seen anything that makes me believe that I will be able to use a fly rod under that canopy.

810 1452 The opportunity to have a project of similar scale and significance in our state will be to the benefit of all concerned.

806 2033 What about all the anchoring that would be placed---putting it up and taking it down is sure to change the canyon walls (and 
the unfortunate flora and fauna in its way) forever?

806 1449 It would take considerable placement of cables and/or lines to hold up so much fabric SAFELY AND SECURELY in the 
month of AUGUST when the river is used by so many people.

805 2030 The Christo's vision displayed for two weeks may not cause that much environmental damage.  But the two years of 
installation and the year of dismantling the project will cause sever damage to the environment.

804 2023 This Board provides input and information toward the development and revision of the "Noxious Weed management Plan for 
Fremont County, Colorado including the city of Canon City and City of Florence. This "Plan" is developed to conform to the 
"Colorado Noxious Weed Act" safety, Health and Weed control provides day to day operations and management.

804 2025 This plan applies to all local landowners and managers, both public and private.  The preliminary plans proposed by 
proponents of the "Over the River" Project suggest that surface disturbance during the construction phase and tourist-related 
impacts offer significant opportunities for noxious weed establishment in the area.

801 1439 Draping a section of the Arkansas River by Chirsto and Jeanne-Claude is an alarming proposal, and worthy of your most 
serious scrutiny.

801 2020 We are greatly concerned about the negative impact that this proposed art installation will have on the desirability and 
accessibility of the river for anglers in the years ahead.

799 1436 As a fly-fisherman, the cables would be very restrictive until they are removed.  I'm sure the cables will be in place more than 
several months.  I'm concerned about the material, from boring holes for supports, being washed into the river during some 
of our localized rain storms.  This could effect the spawning of the brown trout.  Part of the great experience fishing the river 
is viewing the wildlife when the come to the river for water and grazing.  I see sheep and deer on almost every trip.  I know 
that this will not continue when the construction takes place.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 17 of 24Engineering Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
799 1435 ..local business will lose because we will travel elsewhere, where we are not burden with the construction activities.  

Businesses will only benefit during the final showing two weeks.  The construction phase will eliminate fishing in these areas 
do to the limited parking and construction equipment.  I am in construction and know how things will play out.

795 2013 Additional operations of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.

791 1997 Those who drive highway 50 daily for work - seem to be pretty concerned about the construction phase of the project.

791 1998 It's a long drive to anywhere on Hwy 50, and running into "construction" every day would indeed be frustrating.

791 2008 The existing rest stops, like Spikebuck and 5 points, coul,d be used as "bus stops" where people could exit the buss they are 
on, walk around, view the exhibit, use the facilities, etc., then could board another bus to dontinue the "tour" of the exhibit.  
This would be similar to the way busses run from the Grand Canyon Village to Hermit's Rest on the south rim of the grand 
canyon.

791 2005 That might also help with traffic flow for those who use the road every day.

791 2004 Any chance you can start work that closes the highway after the "morning commute" hours and wrap up before evening 
commute hours during any parts of the process?

791 2000 Just saying things like "only short spans of the road will be reduced to one lane for short periods of time" isn't concrete 
enough for people to get comfortable that their lives won't be substantially disrupted during the construction period.

791 2007 Set up a "tour bus" tpe of system where people who want to see the project park at a convenient location (in Canon City, at 
the Royal Gorge, in Salida, etc) then board "tour busses" or "shuttle busses" to go through the canyon.

791 2006 People are worried about congestion and traffic during the exhibit itself.  Reduce some of the passenger car/tourist traffic.

791 2003 This would also help0 to show that you won't be working during peak summer tourism or during the winter - which should go 
a long way in diffusing "commuter" complaints about the project.

791 2002 Normal traffic pattern will resume the following week".  And publishing this type of schedule (on a website and in local 
papers) might go a long way toward showing people that the actual inconvenience is quite small.

791 2009 A lot of people might like this option because it would let them view the project from the elevated height of a bus, and they 
don't have to "look and drive" at the same time.

791 2001 If you can show something like "During the week of May 15, 2009, between mile marker 160 and 164 the road will be 
reduced to 1 lane of traffic.

790 1417 The section of the River that is being proposed for the project has been "built" for commercial use and abuse.
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788 1986 Animals, birds, fish and other inhabitants of the river are very sensitive to the influences of human activity.

788 1989 The constrution phase will begin the impact, more than 2 years before the fabric is hung (according to the proposed 
schedule)

788 1411 I am seriously concerned about the negative impact the fabric drapes over the Arkansas river will have on the wildlife and 
river itself.

786 1984 The engineer for the project reminded me the covering would only be in place for veiwing for 14 days.  The people interested 
in visiting the site would certainly not wait for the designated 14 days but would more likely come to the area at least 6 month 
or so before the opening date to see how the work was progressing plus often the scheduled dates to see how thins were 
going.  He replied "Oh-I hadnt thought about that!"

786 1985 He also mentioned that about 90% of the anchor work could be done from the railroad side of the river!

783 1402 …damaged by the cables and drilling to hold them up.

783 1404 The river would be damaged and polluted driving installation.

781 1397 I'm a frequent fisherman and rafter on the Arkansas river.  This river and canyon are treasures for all of Colorado.  If 
approved, infrastructure work, including bolting, will begin in 2007.  Unsightly bolts and perhaps other objects or spans in the 
canyon for two years prior to a two week "art exhibit."

781 1400 Following the project, there will be permanent scars and alterations to the canyon walls.    The lont-term affects of this exhibit 
aren't worth two weeks of enjoyment.

776 1389 …additional operation of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.

771 1380 I am an avid flyfisherman and photographer, and I feel that the presence of fabric panels draped over the river would 
negatively impact my ability to enjor this magnificent river and wildlife resource.

771 1381 I feel that the process of installation and support structures may impact negatively the river's edge structure and surrounding 
environment.

771 1971 To have such art displayed where environmental damage is minimized might be good for the city and perhaps the fine Arts 
Center, which is situated algon fountain Creek.

769 1377 ..the panels of cloth over the river will have a detrimental affect on the use of the river as a fishery!!

767 1964 This is a large amount of set-up and tear-down time with a very short display time.
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767 1963 It is my understanding that the installation and dismantling of the project would take as much as three years with the work on 

display for a two week period in the summer possibly as soon as 2009.

767 1968 This is a huge price to pay for a display that will not amount to much more than a month per year and the risk is too great!!

766 1372 This project will involve using heavy equipment on the river bank.  These machines are inherently messy.  How will BLM or 
other agencies ensure no pollution from gas/oil leask or spills?  Christo's web site states they will use caissons.  These are 
devices used to perform construction under water.

758 1366 Wildlife protection is as important to Christo and Jeanne-Claude as to the public.  They have agreed to measures 
recommended by BLM and DOW to protect our bighorn sheep, raptors and other birds.  All fabric panels have been 
strategically located to avoid bighorn sheep habitats and primary watering areas.  The location of the fabric panels will allow 
both animal and human ingress and egress to the river.

757 1363 I am also concerned for the disruption of animal habitat from the drilling of cliff sides, construction crews tromping all over 
the place, motor vehicle intrusions, noise and obstruction of large high flapping tarps and the inevitable debris left behind so 
such a large scale operation.

755 1357 I am concerned that the impact caused by the construction activities and projected 200,000 visitors will significantly affect 
the Arkansas River.  The Arkansas River is a valuable Colorado resource that should not be subjecte to possible damage by 
such a project.

755 1358 This project will directly affect my use and my family's use of the river.  We typically spend several weeks each summer 
fishing and hiking in the proposed project area.  The construction equipment, infrastructure, construction workers, and large 
influx of visitors will negatively affect my use of the river.

752 1958 Damage to the land and river from drilling the anchoring holes, stringing the cables, and hanging the cloth will be significant 
and take years to heal and disappear.

743 1340 The alarmist should worry about the real threats to our environment and way of life.  The impact of the railroad and all of the 
upstream communities far, far exceeds any possible impact from draping fabric across the Arkansas River.l

738 1952 Construction of this project, taking over several years, is sure to also adversely affect the environmental quality of the region.

735 1323 …the physical impact the erection (and construction) of the fabric supports will have on the terrain.  The fabrics in order to 
withstand the high winds whistling through those narrow corridors must be anchored by cable into buried anchors or anchors 
drilled into the rock foundations.  On removal, I see what will remain will be many holes drilled into rock facing, and concrete 
anchors placed to hold the cables.  What, I will "see" as a continued user of the Arkansas river environment long after these 
artist leave will be the evidence of man and his mis-use of the environment.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 20 of 24Engineering Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
732 1944 Having sizeable sections suspended for extened periods before and after the official viewing dates makes this a much 

longer event than purported, extending all the issues about traffic, safety, environment, recreation and economics.

732 1314 …how long will the curtains actually be suspended?  Two weeks doesn't sound like much, but how do 20 miles of curtains 
go up overnight?  How do they suddenly disappear on Day 15?  Won't they go up and come down in stages?

732 1310 I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live and work on the Arkansas River.  I am adamantly set against the location.  The two 
weeks of display I could deal with.  I wouldnn't like it, but I could accept it.  It's the years of construction and  dismantling that 
is the deal-breaker.

732 1315 …the degradation of the quality of the visitor experience.  Visitors to the Arkansas River canyon come here to escape urban 
noise, pollution, traffic and crowds, not get another dose of it here.  This is especially true for the flyfishers who value this 
river for its comparative solitude, quality fishing and extensive public access.  Who wants to fish across from trains and 
construction?

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…

722 1296 This is not a public works project.  There is the prospect of serious economic damage to the area businesses, and there will 
be a lag before recreationist come back to the valley.

722 1293 Traffic construction equipment, streamside obstructions and pollkution, disruption of local water flows and fish habitat related 
to construction and dismantling of the structures are the major concerns I have, and I believe the BLM should seriously 
consider.  They will interfere with local businesses who depend on the rivers-it-is for rafting whitewater and fishing 
adventures.

720 1939 This project that will occur over about a three year period with installation, viewing time, and tear down will cause me to 
probably NOT go anywhere near the Canon city to Buena Vista corridor during this approximately three year period.

719 1280 These factors will certainly impact our future planning regarding whetere or not to come to this area during the construction, 
exhibition and dismantlement of this proposed exhibit.

703 1260 …the impact this project will have on the safety of driving this section of the river and canyon over the three year installation 
period.

697 1257 If Bighorn canyon is choked with construction teams, designers and out of state are enthusiasts for the next several years, I 
will take my tourist dollars to Wyoming or Montana.

694 1254 The Residents and taxpayers of Fremont County NOT to incur any costs of any kind associated with this project before, 
during or after the completion of said project.
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694 1252 The regular daily commuters that travel throuth the project area should NOT be penalized by traffic delays of ANY duration.  

The hours of operation before, during and after this project should bew restricted in such a way as to prevent ANY delays to 
regular commuters.

692 1937 Besides this c.r. 101 & 49 off of highway 50 is an access point for the Forest Service, BLM, Rainbow Trail Wilderness, it is 
also used heavily in the summer by bikers, ATV, horseback riders, campers and backpackers.  We are not looking at just 2 
weeks but at all the time from the start of construction to full removal.  What are you goint to do to provide all of us with safe 
access to both Salida and Canyon City?

691 1244 There are not enough port-a-potties in the state to accommodate the influx of this many people.  What happens if human 
waste gets in the Arkansas River?  Which treatment plant is goint to handle all of this human waste?  Canon City or Salida??

685 1227 …as well as by the extra rubbish and human population pressure on this ecosystem during the time of the setup, display, 
and tear-down.

685 1225 …his display, the traffic, and most of all the extreme length of time this atrocity would be interfering with the natural beauty of 
the Arkansas River.

684 1222 Have you talked to anybody in Rifle, colorado about how the community was affected by the "Rifle Gap" project of 1970-72?  
How about folks in Sonoma County and "Running fence" which was constructed 1972-76?

680 1221 I remember his attempt to curtain Rifle Gap in the 70's, miserable failure and big mess.  The time spent to construct this are 
form and the time to view it would not offset the effects in the eight miles of river. Something has got be impacted in the time 
period.

674 1213 …similar projects in the past have drawn huge numbers of people who would not ordinarily frequent such a pristine area as 
they flock to see the display not just during its official exhibition but also though all phases of its creation and dismantling.  
…the impact of several years of setting-up and tearing down the fabrics for just a couple of weeks of actual exhibition seems 
inordinate.

668 1203 ..as a fisherman and a rafter I am concerned about the proposed "Over the River" art installation. The river and the highway 
boardering it are already congested and the put-ins and take-outs are quite crowded during the peak rafting season.  The 
amount of trffic and disruption along the river during the years of installation, viewing, and removal will have a significant 
negative impact on the entire river valley.

664 1200 Second, while the draping is actually in place, I know the fishing in the draped areas would be disrupted, plus the crowds of 
people would not only create huge traffic problems but, by pullin off the highway, could create major erosion problems along 
the river banks.

659 1193 Don't think all the material and increased traffic just from people trying to view the art up close wont impact the river.
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658 1192 …the lengthy construction and subsequent display of the "Over the River" project will cause significant conjestion in the 

Valley by visitors.  This conjestion will not only impact ingress and egress from the valley, but I suspect it will impact all the 
services of guides, rafting companies and lodging facilities that service their customers in the valley.  For the past 6 years, 
the Arkansas River Valley has proven to be of significant value to me for 3-4 days of serious fishing.  I suspect the "Value" of 
the Arkansas River trip will be diminished and I will go elsewhere from COS.

653 1184 ..the process of installing and then removing the panels will add to traffic congestion in the narrow canyon corridor and will 
likely have an impact on both fish and wildlife in the area.

640 1172 Given the wind conditions in the canyon, I can't believe we won't end up with shards of canvas blowing around and in the 
river ultimately.

634 1936 How many braces will it take to put up so much fabric?

628 1158 Finally there will be an impact of the anchoring of the project.  Given the winds this will have to be substantial anchoring.  
This means boring into the natural rock and sinking cement anchors.  It will not be possible to accomplish this with zero 
impact on the gorge.  There will be evidence of the project long after it is gone.

627 1163 I am concerned that the methods and practices used for construction of the project will be detrimental to the health of the 
fishery in the affected reaches of the Arkansas River.

625 1154 I live in Denver and am a fly fisherman who enjoys the river and I believe that the long period for construction and removal of 
the project will have some negative impact the fishery and those who want to use and enjoy the river during that time.

621 1147 During the assembly, dijplay, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns.

617 1141 The disruption to the natural ecosystems during construction is nothing short of destruction.

603 1123 My opposition has to do with the massive disruption the Over the River Project will cause to the use of the Arkansas River 
during its "construction" and during the period after it is completed and is available for viewing by the public.

599 1120 During the assembly, display, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as  a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns, etc in the canyon and the general disruption it will present 
to my use of the river.

592 1115 My first concern is how this project will effect the ecosystem of the river by altering it's natural light source and air flow 
pattern.  Is the fabric proposed such that the full benefit of the sun will filter through?

588 1100 The construction phase will eliminate fishing in these areas do to the limited parking and construction equipment.
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588 1101 As a fly-fisherman, the cables would be very restrictive until they are removed.  The cables will be in place more than several 

months.

579 1084 Who gets stuck with the clean-up cost?  What happens if the wind destroys part or all of this curtain before the 2 week 
"show" then what?

547 1045 The length of time that art will be up for visitation does not justify the length of time to construct and deconstruct.

511 875 bringing in construction crews, railcars, trucks, drilling machines, and their related support needs such as portable toilets, 
dumpsters, toolsheds and equipment storage areas for two years!!

477 962 With all of the activity from start to finish of the construction, observation and removal of this traffic and by this disturbing 
"drapery" over the river.

468 960 Will this company need to get a permit for drilling?

468 954 Drilling contamination, water, fluid, dust, drilling errosion and damage to the banks.

437 911 Our only concerns focus on managing the traffic-both during construction and during the exhibit itself

433 901 hihg water would erode around the anchors and they would become visible and cause problems of their own.
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1349 2543 And if the wind whips up, some of the cloth will no doubt go downstream and create havoc.

1345 2551 The scars from the anchor points will be permanent.

1344 2553 It will take away from the natural beauty of the area.  People come to see the river as it is - not to see clothe draped over it.

1342 2554 If you allow this, shall I file for a permit to mount miles of sheets on poles in BLM - ex that - public land?

Or how about fields of hug metal chickens?  Or mountainous, tin piles of BS?  Come on, where does this foolishness stop:?

1340 2557 The work involved to set anchors for the necessary cables etc would permanently deface the canyon while serving for a 
short period of time.

1337 2558 Placing the needed concrete peers will damage the already fragile plant life.

1323 2523 ..the possible tourist attraction to the general area but look at the cost and affect of the project to the entire river eco-system.

1317 2563 The only good thin I can see is that perhaps they will take our some water guzzling tamarisk.

1313 2510 Dire warning about causing earthquakes and causing wells to dry are patently ridiculous.

1298 2568 I don't know how anyone can think that having hundreds of workers over several years time period would not affect nature.

1291 2491 it will attract thousands of people who will trample and degrade the surrounding land.

1289 2486 Project will damage the wilderness/environment and cause huge traffic problems.

1280 2477 Any environmental harm would be quite minimal and temporary and I am convinced would have no lasting effect.
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1265 2465 As an artist and a protector of the environment, I understand all the issues and concerns, but this installation will be in and 

out.

1236 2597 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years.  All of these fire incidents have 
occurred in remote, hard-to-reach places along the canyon.  Most are only accessible by Highway 50 or by air.

1209 2385 …the in depth EIS analysis that will occur in the next year will only enhance and enable a better understanding of the 
dynamics of the canyon.  We will have more information on the bighorn sheep habitat and lifestyle so that these wonderful 
animals will continue to thrive in our canyon.

1205 2381 The environmental impact, disturbance of wildlife, and traffic congestion in this pristine area would be a determent for 
months to come.

1203 2376 Professional Fly-fishing guide clearly describing the devastating effects the project will have on her business.  I hope that 
these two examples or business owners who rely on the Highway 50 corridor help you to understand that the "two weeks" of 
promised economic boom offered by Christo would do little to offset the damages that will be suffered by our local people.

1202 2370 The soil and rock analysis that Christo and Jeanne-Claude are having done, benefit us in helping to avoid future rock and 
mud slides.

1194 2610 .the required Environmental Impact Statement will address problems already of concern and burdensome to our various 
governmental agencies and citizens.  Agnecy budgets cannot provide funding for this study or the salaries and equipment 
required by the plan.

1194 2611  The huge increase in housing development in the forested areas of the corridor needs a fire safety plan.  Evacuating and 
serving these people-keeping traffic flowing-gourist and other-is a time bomb of worry for us now.

1145 2275 concerns are about two weather events that would be detrimental to the OTR Project - Microburst Winds and Flash Floods

1145 2276 Large convective downbursts may begin as a microburst but subsequently spread out upon reaching the surface and may 
continue to be strong enough to be classified as a larger downburst, or macroburst.

1145 2277 Dry microbursts are more common to the western United States and High Plaines, and are not unheard of in mountainous 
and canyon terrain. It is this type of microburst that most likely might pose a hazard to the Project, especially since their 
maximum frequency in Colorado occurs in the summer months of July and August when mid-level monsoon moisture 
provides the initiating mechanism, virga shafts composed of graupel (snow pellets) or small hail.

1145 2278 downburst winds can reach or exceed 75 mph, which can be amplified by flow constrained between two canyon walls.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 2 of 28Natural Resources  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1145 2282 The probability of either of these weather events (microbursts & flash floods) occurring in just the right spot during the period 

that "Over the River" will be displayed is not very large, neither is it zero! The damage that non-zero-probable event can 
cause is well-known. The Big Thompson Flood and Hurricane Katrina provide suitable reminders of events that had low 
probability of hitting in just the right spot.

1145 2281 Rapidly flowing water can easily wash away "loose fill material" and we know from Big Thomson experience that a small 
caisson serving as an anchor might easily be washed away in the process.

1145 2280 My second concern related to weather is the possibility of a July/August thunderstorm producing torrential rainfall over the 
terrain adjacent to the Big Horn Canyons. I understand that some cable attachments will be to caissons imbedded in the 
ground.

1145 2279 I would like to point out that wind tunnel tests usually stress materials subjected only to straight line, laminar flows. Wind 
tunnel tests do not replicate the turbulent, erratic gusts that microbursts can produce. Gusts of similar nature are thought to 
have deroofed a building in Alamosa.

1143 2271 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years

1143 2272 All of these fire incidents have occurred in remote, hard to reach places along the canyon. Most are only accessible would 
be Highway 50 or by air.

1140 2265 Avian:  Nesting Raptors:  The raptor nests identified in the region of the project corridor are sufficient distance from the 
project that construction or the increased visitation to the river will not disturb them.  The golden eagles and prairie falcon 
probably do not forage in the river bottom and should not be affected.  Great horned owls frequent the river bottom and 
undoubtedly nest in the vicinity.  Since they are mostly active at night, they should not be impacted greatly by the project.  
Their day roosts in large cottonwoods along the river may be disturbed by construction, but it is anticipated that they will 
seek alternate roosts during the disturbance.

1140 2288 No direct aquatic or fishery concerns were expressed such as shading impacts on productivity.  Possibility of increased 
sedimentation from spoils during anchor drilling could be of concern.  This could be significant with the deeper holes and the 
number of anchors being used for the project.  Spoils resulting from drilling should be contained so they can't be released 
into the river.  One means would be to store off site then brought in later to refill anchor holes.  Erosion and sedimentation 
from heavy human use is also of concern.  Vulnerable areas will need to be identified and preferably avoided.

1140 2290 Impacts associated with the proposed project will be to both the wildlife populations that inhabit the canyon and to the 
habitats that support thoses populations.  Since work crew access to the north side of the river will necessarily extend to 
bridges upstream and downstream of actual work sites, construction and removal of the jproject features will impact almost 
the entire canyon.  Likewise, impacts from public viewing of the projects will also extend fro the entire length of the canyon.  
Once in the canyon, viewing traffic will have to continue to either end of the canyon before it can disperse on alternate 
highways.  If the project is permitted to proceed, the objective of these recommendations is to reduce wildlife impacts as 
much as possible.
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1140 2299 Mule deer rely on the riparian/river zone for watering as well as foraging.

1140 2297 Efforts should be undertaken to prevent spread of noxious weeds in those areas where soil disturbance occurs.

1139 1921 Drought conditions in south-central Colorado are predicted to continue.  Forest fires seem inevitable with these conditions.  
Highway 50, next to the Arkansas River, between Salida and Canon City, would probably be needed by fire fighters and their 
equipment, possibly for evacuation of residents.  There is not a good alternate route.  It is not the role of government to 
unnecessarily jeopardize the well-being of its citizens and their homes and ranches.

1136 1913 Wildlife not able to find food and water, endangering their habitats and interrupting their lives, possible causing them to 
leave the area entirely.  Possible effects from sunlight geing blocked from river on plants and fish.

1136 1911 All the locals who must get to work, that must transport cattle and other livestock, that have to haul water, that have to get to 
appointments, that have to run errands, and everything else in their daily lives they must do that mean using the highway to 
take care of those things.  But to think it would delay people getting to the hospital in time, or ambulances making their runs, 
or fire departments not able to service their areas is totally unthinkable and inexcusable, no matter how much revenue it 
might bring to the state, city or community.  …to alter their lives, even endanger their lives, to interrupt and wreak havoc on 
the wildlife that depend on the river.  The project could be put somewhere that could deal with the traffic issues in a practicul 
way, and not disrupt the local wildlife.

1134 1906 Long range weather predictions warn of dry conditions for south central Colorado.  There will be forest fires,  Fire fighters 
and their equipment will need to use hwy 50 easily and quickly.  Hwy 50 is also the route to hospitals in Canon City and 
Colorado Springs for people in Salida, in the canyon below and in the Hillside and Westcliffe.  There are not alternate routes 
to Hwy 50 for fire and medical emergencies.  Christo's project on the Arkansas river will take at least two and a half years for 
preparation and cleanup.  Lives must be chosen over art on the river.

1131 1901 Has anyone thought about the geology?  A fault line runs down the middle of the Arkansas River.  What effect will all of the 
drilling have on the fault?  Will any of the drilling actually go into any of the fault lines?  Will the tension of the cables affect 
this in any way?  When the tarps are fastened to the cables, and the wind ( knowing we have very strong winds at time) 
blows through, making a wind tunnel, will the vibrations, which will go through the cables and jinto the screws in the caisons, 
cause water to lubricate the fault scarps?  Or cause other problems?

1129 2257 This work could go on for more than one set of seasons, I understand, causing even more damage.  The equipment will be 
removed like it never happened, but evidence of stresses on nature would remain for a long time.

1129 1900 We need to look deeper at the ramifications to wildlife and plants who occupy this area as they could be very badly affected.

1129 2256 The necessary drilling, blasting, human presence, etc required to ready the canyon for the display could negate an entire 
season of nesting, brooding and fledging for birds who rely on proximity to water for breeding success as well as the cycle of 
life for plants underfoot.
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1127 2246 Some could be effected by the direct impacts of the project-the work during the two year timeframe for installing anchors, the 

3 month timeframe during which the cables will be put up before installing the fabirc panels, the disruption and impacts to 
the soils and vegetation by the projected several hundred thousand visitors.

1127 2247 Other negative impacts will occur from the overwhelming increase in numbers of people utilizing not just the area where the 
fabric panels are hung but in the surrounding properties from mulitiudes of hikers, mountain bikers, off road vehicles and 
campers that will dexcend on this area.  These other impacts will increase disruption to terrestrial wildlife as well as 
trampling vegetation and compacting soils that will reduce the quality of their habitats.  They will further damage sensitive 
plant species that occur in the area by trampling, plant collection, and via compacting soils.  We are especially concerned 
about the proposed time frames.

1119 1892 The first concern is the time (years) that it will take for the "art" to be put in place, creating disruptions to native species and 
the environment, this is not counting the few weeks it is in place in its final form, this will not be a few months effort.  ..is the 
"blight" that will remain even after the supposed removal of the "art".  The drilling and digging to implant the supports for the 
span will be permanent.  ..there are still numerous bedraggled remains of that piece of artwork that are unsightly and 
unnatural.

1117 1886 I hope to see careful, detailed joint planning between public agencies and the artists, so that all potential negative impacts 
on the natural environment and on people and transportation are eliminated, or mitigated to the extent possible.

1117 1888 Potential impacts to the geologic structures of the area

1111 1876 It will depleat our natural resources or our county ecology, wildlife and social economics.

1105 1873 The Arkansas river may not be pristine, but why allow a project that would escalate its destruction.

1104 1872 The Christo's vision displayed for two weeks may not cause that much environmental damage.  But the two years of 
installation and the year of dismantling the rpoject will cause severe damage to the environment.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 5 of 28Natural Resources  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1102 1867 I am a full time resident of Chaffee County living near hwy 285 about 10 miles north of Salida.  The proposed Christo project 

on the Arkansas River requires a full EIS, per NEPA regulations.  The proposed project has a potential for significant 
evnironmental impact and a public controversy over the potential risks, adverse impacts and benefits of the project is 
abundantly evident.  As stated in NEPA, an EIS will be prepared for a proposed action the "significantly affects the quality of 
the human environment," or is "highly controversial with respect to the environmental effects," in other words when a 
substantial dispute exists as to the size, nature of effect of the federal action.  "EIS's shall serve as a means of assessing the 
environmental impacts of proposed…actions, rather than justifying decisions already made (OPNAVINST 5090.1).  The 
geographical extent of the action is extensive.  The extent of both the direct and indirect impacts must be considered.  Due 
to the topography of the area and the limited access to the canyon itself..as well as adjacent communities and counties in 
the mountains to the west..the geographical extent of the project's direct and indirect impacts could be hundreds of square 
miles.  The project's potential impace covers diverse habitats, including waters of the US, riparian habitat, rocky slopes, 
forested land, seeps, springs and ephemeral wetlands, and both grass and shrublands.  The proposed project will be carried 
out over time and involve sequential steps and phases which will compound the adverse environmental effects and increase 
the environment's and the community's exposure to various risks and hazards.

1100 2237 It should not be located anywhere along highway 50 in the canyon.

1098 2233 Every time we have a freeze several large rocks land on highway 50.  This tells me that the rock formations around here are 
fairly fragile.  How will they do with machinery drilling holes and distrupting the environment?

1097 1853 Because of the huge impact on wildlife, the ecosystem, vegetation and river we need a full study done.      This project will 
affect the environment and wildlife for a long time.  Thank you for your considuration of my request for an environmental 
impact study instead of just an environmental assessment.

1097 2232 This will affect the environment for a long period of time - not just the two weeks the material will be up.

1091 1849 What makes them think the "Walls" where they anchor them will hold.

1088 1841 …proponents arguments that the river basin has already been overwhelmingly altered by the construction of the highway 
and the railroad.  …further alteration will not help the situation.

1088 2230 Even though the railroad and highway have changed the canyon, an influx of 250,000 people in 2 weeks will further 
dramatically impact the environment.  … people will not stick to trails and garbage will not necessarily be deposited in 
designated receptacles.

1087 1840 …covering up a beautiful river, scarring the land and scaring off the wildlife.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 6 of 28Natural Resources  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1085 1836 On Wednesday, February 15 there was a rollover on highway 50 near Howard of a truck carrying uranium ore.  The truck 

was overweight and there was improper driving on a mountain road.  Officials said no ore reached the Arkansas River.  The 
highway was tied up for hours and the ore was a health hazard.  This rollover might have turned out very disastrous for 
people in Canon city as they get their water from the river, and Florence gets part of their water there.  Because the highway 
was shut down temporarily and open one lane part of the time, this definitely casued problems for people traveling and living 
along highway 50.  One couple in the area had to drive over three hours to get home from Salida because of the accident.  
With all the proposed traffic during the "Over the River" project something like this might happen.  Even an accident 
involving cars has a good chance of causing a shutdown of the highway.  Then on top of that is getting emergency 
equipment in and out quickly.  The welfare and safety of people in western Fremont County and the many tourists going 
through the area over the three year period is very important.

1079 1828 Damage to the banks, the rocks, even pollution will be a major problem.  Neither the government nor private entities can 
afford to clean up after this project is over and I seriously doubt that Christo's team will be willing to climb up and down the 
riverbanks to collect the trash that will be strewn throughout the area.  How long Wal Mart bags and cigarette butts scar 
nature's beauty.

1079 2227 Fire and forest control would be impossible!

1078 1826 As an area resident who splits my time between Canon City and Nathrop.  The primary question is not about the value of 
"Over the River" as art.  Rather, it's the location.      Those who live and work in the middle of those effects?

1078 2221 Human safety issues, the mountain canyon ecology, and the upper river's economic base are permanent realities throught 
Bighorn Sheep Canyon.

1078 2222 Christo's project promises a temporary presence with extensive impacts.  Whether the long term price paid by the canyon 
itself and its inhabitants is a wise purchase for a two week product. Only a full Environmental Impact Study can determine 
that.

1071 1818 You close down our mountains to motorized vehicles, but just because someone has money, you will let them strip our river.  
It isn't just two weeks of utter chass.  It will be months and years of construction.  The ones who it will make the most impact 
on - the people who live in the area.

1067 1811 ..whether or not significant residual impact of the project may result.  An EIS, not an Ea is required.  Significant Benificial 
impacts to socioeconomics will result.  The class II designation will be exceeded because the project will not retain the 
existing character of the affected landscape.

1066 1809 Assessment would disclose a high and environmental impact.

1056 2191 Other safety issues to address - our violent thunder storms with downpours of rain and lightening strikes and wind.
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1055 1790 BLM/DOW - I annot believe this "art" is not goint to have a negative effect on wildlife i.e. Particularly the Bigh Horn Sheep.  

Not just the 2 week viewing period but 2 yrs of installation construction - as for "guzzlers" as a watering alternative - these 
concentrated animals to several small areas making them more prone to disease transmission and the predators will love it.

1055 1787 Dept. of Nat. Resources - One concern is the boring of holes in solid rock for anchors.  How do you return that to its natural 
state"  Oh! Yes! We can fill it with some mortor.  Sorry not the same on areas of vegetation distrubed.  We live in a high 
desert environment, it takes years if ever to get anything to grow back to a natural state.

1045 1764 I am writing to you as both an artist (at which I make my living) and as a biologist (in which my degrees are in).  Its negative 
impact on wildlife and wild places.  The Arkansas River is the lifeblood of a semi-arid region and sustains countless animals 
as well as the human spirit.

1045 2180 When all these "panels" start tearing apart from the wind that rips through that canyon and blow onto the road, how many 
car accidents will occur?

1038 2164 Do we damage the fragile Arikansas River environment at the whim of a "world famous" artist?

1037 1752 This "draping" of the canyon can only result in unnecessary stress and degradation to the local environment and wildlife.

1033 1746 It is my understanding that after the completion of this project, all of the anchors will not be completely remvoed but, only 
hidden.  Are we to assume that these anchors will never show up again.  They will appear in the future years (10 or perhaps 
20 years from now) and at that time who will be responsible for the final clean-up.  Why the tax payers of course!

1033 1745 After talking with many representatives from most of the permitting agencies, I have come away with the feeling that the 
main thrust of these agencies is to limit tha damage to the river, the canyon, the wildlife, and the people in the area.  The 
charge given to these agencies is to stop damage.  This charge is demonstrated by the closing of access to many areas by 
the BLM because of damages being done by motorized vehicles.

1028 1738 Lasting scars that will be left by the construction of this project, high a price to pay.

1026 1733 The environmental impact on the animals and traffic problems would not be that detrimental.  The actual construction work is 
slow and drawnout and may not effect the animals anymore that a two week road repair project.

1024 1726 The railroad and highway have already altered this area.  Impose more damage to this environment.

1016 1721 …the land on which this project is to occur is owned by the Federal government.  Therefore, the involved landscape must be 
managed with the best interest of the larger American public in mind.

1016 1719 …all art holds a certain intrinsic value, regardless of whether on finds it attractive or not.
…their project proposal should be given a certain level of deference.
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1014 1713 This temporary project will not have any long term effect on the wildlife oor environment unlike the permanent growth 

happening here.

1013 1707 Will drilling on river bank put silt in river?  Will wind pull curtains off or shred them causing more danger for drivers or rafters?

1013 1711 Public safety, environmental issues and 3rd on disruption of lives in canyon (3 years)  Project could be moved to royal Gorge 
People could walk, not drive by, environmental impact lessened, tourist parking, miminal disruption of resident's daily life.  
Art should never endanger peoples lives and property nor disrupt their daily lives and certainly not for 3 years.

1008 1693 …any permanent environmental damage caused by this project will be insignificant compared to that from past, present, and 
future railroad, highway, mining and private property development activities.

1007 1694 The natural beauty and wildlife of this canyon will certainly be impacted with the panel installation as well as by the traffic 
and pollution generated by the great number of visitors anticipated.

1007 1695 A tremendous adverse effect on the environment of this scenic narrow river canyon.

1004 1692 We are all aware that the BLM has been mandated by law to maintain the integrity of the land.  As an artist I would love to 
see the Arkansas River "dressed up" and looking beautiful in the early morning sunlight and summer sunsets.

995 1687 I have heard a BLM official make the comment that this project will be approved unless concerns are brought about that 
cannot be mitigated.  Well how about a few of these:  loss of work by commuters and small business, endangerment of 
water quality along the entire Arkansas river drainage, a possible infectious epidemic resulting in 500+ dead bighorn sheep, 
noise pollution and safety concerns for residents, etc.

988 1679 Construction and Engineering: Studies of wind and precipitaion have been conducted in Bighorn Canyon.  Using these 
studies all materials use in construction of the artwork have been studied and engineered by professional engineering 
companies to meet strenuous weight capacities, wind velocities, rain and hail loads, flame resistance, cable strengths, 
anchoring strengths, etc.  Steel cables will be anchored on the upper part of the riverbanks and suspended fabric panels.  
Anchors will be a 3" diameter hole drilled in bedrock, up to 10" in unconsolidated rock, or as caissons buried in loose fill 
materials.  Anchors will be removed at the end of the project.  Upon removal the holes in bedrock will be filled with matching 
mortar.  Caissons will be left buried at least 12" below ground level.  Professional contractors under supervision will 
complete all installation work.  Ancho construction will involve 200' to 500' closures, no more than once in every 10 miles.  
Flaggers and sinage will be provided per CDOT determination.  ..this insures that public health and welfare is protected.

987 2139 Our concern is the disruption to the canyon, river habitat and wildlife.

985 1676 I never thought I's ever, ever have the opportunity to see on of their creations up close and personal.    The highway has 
lasting impact; the railroad has lasting impact.  …the lasting impact of this project will be on the economy of the area--a very 
positive impact indeed.
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962 1660 What if a wind ripped the fabric loose and it went into the river?  Can you imagine the impact?

961 2133 What if just one of those sheets is torn away by a wind clocked at 96 mph like the wind that roared through our valley last 
week?

959 1653 ..has the very real potential of causing substantial long lasting harm to the environment, wildlife and natural beauty of the 
Arkansas River valley.

944 1636 …wildlife…but indiscriminately affecting every subterranean dweller from the tiny moles and Preebles jumping mouse to 
snakes, fox, beaver, nesting birds and emanating into the water itself disrupting the peaceful trout habitat.  These vibrations 
are surely more far reaching than what current vehicular traffic creates; however, what have your studies shown on how this 
type of vibration carried deep into the ground via steel rods affects the wildlife inhabiting the areas underneath and adjacent 
to the source?  …That the construction and revoval will be for months (or years), and so we must anticipate that these steel 
rods at least will be in place for a period much longer than 2 weeks, and they alone will be enough to transmit vibrations 
without the fabric attached, creating disruption to wildlife for a lengthy period.  …How are the regularly travelled watering 
routes used by bighorn sheep, deer, bear, lynx, mountain lions, etc., going to be affected during the ongoing construction by 
hundreds of workers (700 as told by Christo) over this period of time?  Bighorn sheep are subjected to stress affecting 
reproduction rates; how will this additional period of disruption affect them?  What have you determined to be the effect on 
brown trout spawning beds when untold numbers of people employed to dismantel the project and clean up trash (mushof 
which could end up in the river or along it's edge) are in and out of the river well pase Aughst, and very probably into late 
Fall?

925 1617 I can't imagine any state or national agency that would want to be involved about the time that the road and traffic are 
covered with wind blown pannesl or a lightening hit on a support cable spreads fire to the panels and then the canyon itself.

925 1616 …should it be approved doesn't present a danger in regards to fir or wind damage…  …in regards to lightening and fires or 
wind damage to the project.

925 2128 What seems like a adventurous art project has the potential to become a disaster under the right conditions and as 
protectors of the land…

916 1607 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than to many other multiple uses that occur on public land.

915 1606 The ecosystem of our rivers is being stressed enough these days with just the pressures of sportsmen.

915 2122 This project by Christo will bring hundreds more people to the banks of the Arkansas working, cutting into the rock, 
disturbing the fish and other wildlife, and doing other thins that are not good for the environment.

910 1600 Traffic control and public safety, wildlife protection, all manner of disruptions for the residents of the canon and a risk of 
wildfires all add up to no thank you.
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907 1597 …the project will have the potential for adverse impact on the environment.

907 1598 …the public nuisance created by this project or guarantee no increased risk of harm to people or the environment from this 
project.   …a common-sense analysis of potential risks and benefits from this project.

904 2112 It is our understanding the caissons that will be left over after the project will be underground.  This does not seem any 
worse that what man has already constructed in the canyon.

896 1582 The affect it will have on wildlife, the natural terrain, emergency vehicle response time, traffic jams and even more accidents 
is unthinkable.    It can endanger or have such a negative impact on so many lives.

892 2110 With so many tourists expected in the area who have no clue what living in this dry area entails, the possibility that someone 
will flip a cigarette or leave a campfire etc. and start a fire is huge.

885 1575 Beside all the wildlife and safey issues, I am very concerned about the affect of prolonged shade on water.    I do make my 
living as a flyfish guide on the Arkansas River.  I do know the life cycles of the aqua-life in the river.  I really wonder about the 
impact of prolonged shade on the water.

885 2104 Fish feed nearly exclusively on the insects.  Without proper light and temperature cycles, fish life can impacted.

881 1572 I am a full time resident and homeowner in Chaffee county living in Salida.  The safety and well-geing of people and 
environment has been studied and reviewed to my satisfaction.

880 1570 With potentially half a million people attending the event, an enormous amount of solid waste will be generated.  Christo's 
foot print should extend beyond the areas where the fabric will be placed, and should include the entire corridor from Salida 
to Canon City.

877 2097 Then there is a pollution and environmental impact of all the construction and destruction.

877 1565 The snow pack for this area is way below normal.  Our ground is already cracked and dry.  Drought is a major concern and 
therefore fire is also a major concern.

876 1562 The Over the River Project by Christo and Jeanne-Claude has created a large controversy with its very serious potential for 
human and natural resource impacts.

876 2090 The project is curently to be evaluated by an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The magnitude of the impacts that I have 
observed by both studying the materials provided at the public scoping meeting in Salida, and from a long standing personal 
connection with the river corridor absolutely demand that this project analysis be upgraded to a full Environmental Impact 
Study (EIS).

870 1554 How this 3 year project (with 2 weeks of intensive public pressure) is not going to cause more unnecessary stress on the 
wildlife relying on the river for water and habitat, especially during the fire season and possibly during a continued drought?
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869 1549 Wildlife will be disturbed and possibly driven off permanently with the 3 years of drilling, blasting, additional traffic and loss of 

habitat, food and water.

869 1548 …there will be a 3 full years of disruption to the Canyon-not 2 weeks, and the river banks will be permanently disfigured-
caissons will be left in the ground.

865 1541 Cleaning up the mess in the case that a weather event destroys the curtain.  I estimate that we are talking about 3,696,000 
square feet of material, scattered up and down the valley of the Arkansas and surrounding countryside. (Seven miles time 
5,280 feet times 100 feet estimated width of the Arkansas Valley over the river, as portrayed in the paper.)

856 1534 The weight placed on seven miles of curtain over the Arkansas River with an average width of eighty feet from a typical 
Colorado six inch hail storm with the normal accompanying rain is 88 million pounds.  All this weight is sitting on a fabric that 
is designed to let the light shine through.

850 1523 …the idea of concrete pourings and permanent metal bolts in our canyon completely unscceptable and offensive.

847 1517 The disruption to the environment and wildlife habitat is just too great a price to pay for two weeks of chaos.  The vastness of 
issues this project has created.

847 2078 The bank s of the river being trampled upon and broken by cable anchors, birds panicking when caught in the panels, cars, 
buses, and RVs crashing into one another as the "viewing" takes place - how can this be worth it?

846 1516 Permanent damage to the river, shoreline?  Land slides along river later from all this?

844 2075 What happens to the people; or the animals; or the canyon; or the water; or the air we breathe; or COLORADO?

844 1510 The issue of our precious water.  What about the pollution that is caused by the rocks going into the river during 
construction?

844 2076 What will the exhaust sediment from the thousands of vehicles do to the water?

840 1499 We have sat on the river bank and the rocks listening to the sound of the river running and watching the water as it creates 
rapids running over the rocks.  We have watched the rafters smiling with delight at their experience on the river.  We have 
talked with many tourists who stop at the rest stops and are amazed at the beauty of the canyon.  The Big Horn Canyon and 
Arkansas River are eons old.  The walls of the canyon contain fossils from long ago.  On the banks of the river one can still 
find (though not collect) artifacts of the earliest inhabitants of this area.  To find a piece of flint that was left by an early 
fisherman or hunter is quite amazing.  The canyon contains many old forts build by the railroad workers to protect 
themselves during the building of the railroad.  ..also remnants of old buildings from the mining and railroad era.  We believe 
the construction project for the over the river project would have a detrimental impact on the canyon.  Such history cannot be 
ignored and must be protected and that is where the BLM is so important.
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836 1494 The environmental impact is unavoidable.

835 1490 I carefully reviewed all the information presented about the "Over the River" project at the Salida Senior Center.  I have 
grave, concerns about how heavily this will impact the area both environmentally and service wise.

831 1487 It is beyond my comprehension that Christo would be allowed to drill steel tie downs into rock and etc.  And leave them 
permanently!  Is there any precident for someone drilling anchors into rocks for tents, etc. and BLM says its OK??

830 2059 The operation of heavy equipment over riparian lands and river banks is certain to cause erosion of fragile soils as well as to 
cause damage to plants, animal burrows and habitat.

830 2061 The magnitude of the impacts that I have observed by both studying the materials provided at the public scoping meeting in 
Salida, and from a long-standing personal connection with the river corridor absolutely demand that this project analysis be 
upgraded to a full Environmental Impact Study (EIS).

830 1485 We cannot underestimate the impacts to residents of the canyon during the entire three-year project.  Nothing can 
compensate these people most affected for their inability to get to work, shop, maintain a livelihood.

830 2060 I have absolutely no confidence in their ability to control and mitigate the impacts created by the Over the River/Christo 
Project.

828 2055 Do we really need the ridicule and possible damage that could come from this project, potentially doing irreparable damage 
to the area???

821 2050  I see no benefit to the river and a high probability to damage to it and to farmers and ranchers downstream who depend on 
the Arkansas for irrigation.

821 1469 If it attracts significant numbers of visitors the effects on the river would be adverse.

820 1468 The traffic load on the regions support base, and impact on the environment will not be areas I wish to deal with.

816 1463 I do not see how this can benefit the river.  This could have a negative impact on wildlife in, on  and around the river.

806 2031 The high winds possible in the canyon would definitely increase the probabilities of large sections of this stuff coming down.

806 2033 What about all the anchoring that would be placed---putting it up and taking it down is sure to change the canyon walls (and 
the unfortunate flora and fauna in its way) forever?

805 2030 The Christo's vision displayed for two weeks may not cause that much environmental damage.  But the two years of 
installation and the year of dismantling the project will cause sever damage to the environment.
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804 2027 If certain weed species get a foothold during the project, it is probable that eradication and control activities may be 

necessary long after the project is just a memory.  At a minimum, a well-funded weed control plan should be developed, 
approved and incorporated before any physical activities begin.

804 2026 Numerous noxious weeds occur in the area and are a continuour management and control concern.  Increased activities 
and impact during the life of the project will require significant input of wee management activities and related local and 
regional expense.  Funding for herbicides, cultural and mechanical management, monitoring and mapping and mose 
importantly time for these activities will increase.

804 2025 This plan applies to all local landowners and managers, both public and private.  The preliminary plans proposed by 
proponents of the "Over the River" Project suggest that surface disturbance during the construction phase and tourist-related 
impacts offer significant opportunities for noxious weed establishment in the area.

804 2024 It is the policy of the Fremont County Weed Advisory Board that Intergrated Vegetation Management principles be used in 
the control and reduction of noxious weeds.  The "Plan" objectives are to meet the requirements of the "Act" and to provide 
policy and guidance for the control and reduction of noxious weeds in Fremont County.

804 2023 This Board provides input and information toward the development and revision of the "Noxious Weed management Plan for 
Fremont County, Colorado including the city of Canon City and City of Florence. This "Plan" is developed to conform to the 
"Colorado Noxious Weed Act" safety, Health and Weed control provides day to day operations and management.

804 2028 The Fremont County Weed Control Manager will look forward to assisting in the development of a meaningful operational 
plan to reduce the impact of this project.

797 1428 Environmentally it would be a disaster.  Please require a full Environmental Impact Statement, not simple an Environmental 
Assessment.

795 2013 Additional operations of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.

795 2014 Erosion will be increased tremendously causing considerable pollution to the river.

792 1420 I am a fly fisher and river rafter that uses the Arkansas River corridor year round for over 25 years.  I am primarily concerned 
about the imapct on the environment.

792 2012 It only stayed up for a while before the wind shredded it.  What happens to the fish and wildlife if this occurs here?  I can 
imagine tons of material clogging the river, creating "logjams" and catching debris and fish indiscriminately.

792 2011 What happens if we have a big wind come up, like it did in Rifle Gap where Christo hung a huge "curtain" across the Gap?

790 1417 The section of the River that is being proposed for the project has been "built" for commercial use and abuse.
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790 1994 With Hwy 50 on one side and the railroad on the other all the way through the Canyon, the impact on the corridor has 

already long been realized.

790 1992 If the gravel pit at parkdale is allowed to continuously operate we see no reason why the impacts of this project can't be 
tolerated.

790 1993 There is little about the river corridor from salida to Parkdale that hasn't been developed by man.

788 1988 No amount of study done by conventional methods will show the extent of damage that can possibly be done by the "Over 
the river" project.

788 1411 I am seriously concerned about the negative impact the fabric drapes over the Arkansas river will have on the wildlife and 
river itself.

788 1987 The climate of this area is challenging enough for them; then add rafting and kayaking, fishing, the occasional vehicle that 
plunges into the river, and the everyday traffic, to mention only a few of the ways humans impact the river and surrounding 
area.

787 1409 The damage done is/would be criminal.  How about the BigHorn Sheep.  They certainly will not appreciate the noise, it would 
take in drilling etc.

786 1985 He also mentioned that about 90% of the anchor work could be done from the railroad side of the river!

783 1402 …damaged by the cables and drilling to hold them up.

783 1404 The river would be damaged and polluted driving installation.

783 1983 The project would permanently damage the canyon walls.

781 1400 Following the project, there will be permanent scars and alterations to the canyon walls.    The lont-term affects of this exhibit 
aren't worth two weeks of enjoyment.

781 1979 This creates a dangerous precedent to allow such permanent damage, a risk to the fishery, unreasonable traffic, and a 
diminished view, both from above and below the exhibit, of one of Colorado's most beautiful freestone rivers for a two week 
"art exhibit."

777 1394 The project will not impact the environment and will create interest in an area of Colorado other than the big city's.

776 1389 …additional operation of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.
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776 1388 …the damage that will be done to the environmnet, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 

Sheep Canyon.

776 1976 Erosion will be increased tremendously causing considerable pollution to the river.

775 1975 Within fifteen minutes 88 million pounds of ice and water is casts on to the curtain from above.  How likely is this course of 
events?  Probably no more likely than a 50 inch snow storm in Salida, or a tsunami that kills a half million people or a 
hurricane that devastates an entire region of the United States.  Think about it.  I live near Vallie Bridge and it happens.

772 1384 …the human impact for several year on this area would have a negative effect on the trout in the river.  The installation and 
vast numbers of people drawn to the area could jeopardize a vital population of trout.

771 1382 I feel that the potential damage to the river, its surrounding environment, the ability of sportsman to utilize this resource will 
far outweigh the alleged aesthetic value of this are.  It is an invasive procedure that has great potential for harm.

771 1381 I feel that the process of installation and support structures may impact negatively the river's edge structure and surrounding 
environment.

767 1374 I am very concerned about the proposed project on the Arkansas river because of the environmental impact that it could 
have.

767 1965 What are the possible types of problems that could result because of this project, oil or fuel spills, disruption of spawning, 
possible erosion problems that could be created from vehicle and human traffic and the impact they could have on the 
stream health?

766 1372 This project will involve using heavy equipment on the river bank.  These machines are inherently messy.  How will BLM or 
other agencies ensure no pollution from gas/oil leask or spills?  Christo's web site states they will use caissons.  These are 
devices used to perform construction under water.

765 1371 We have a semi-arid environment here and things grow slowly.

764 1369 In 1859 someone made a small gold strike at Rolston creek in Arvada, starting the "Gold Rush of 59" from which we haven't 
recovered completely.  Try to see the fields and ponds and Nature's creations before we scratched out ditches and trails and 
roads to abandon to decay and to channel mud and pollution to the wrong places.

758 1366 Wildlife protection is as important to Christo and Jeanne-Claude as to the public.  They have agreed to measures 
recommended by BLM and DOW to protect our bighorn sheep, raptors and other birds.  All fabric panels have been 
strategically located to avoid bighorn sheep habitats and primary watering areas.  The location of the fabric panels will allow 
both animal and human ingress and egress to the river.
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757 1363 I am also concerned for the disruption of animal habitat from the drilling of cliff sides, construction crews tromping all over 

the place, motor vehicle intrusions, noise and obstruction of large high flapping tarps and the inevitable debris left behind so 
such a large scale operation.

754 1356 As a fisherman of the Arkansas River, I feel the proposed Over the River art project will negatively affect one of Colorado's 
great fisheries.  Not necessarily to the fishery itself, but the natural setting and reason why we fish the Arkansas.  We fish 
the Arkansas because of its accessibility, its beauty, and bountiful fish.

752 1355 …we must look carefully at the environmental impact of such a project.  I have had the pleasure of enjoying the Arkansas 
River Valley between Salida and Canon City for much of my life.  I have seen the fantastic results of the EPA's work to 
reduce heavy metals in the river and seen the river heal and prosper because of it.       I urge you to make the decision that 
the "over the river" project is too damaging to the environment to be allowed.

752 1959 Like much of Colorado, the Arkansas Valley is dry and nearly desert.  It takes hundreds of years for vegetation to 
regenerate, and paths and roads to disappear.

743 1340 The alarmist should worry about the real threats to our environment and way of life.  The impact of the railroad and all of the 
upstream communities far, far exceeds any possible impact from draping fabric across the Arkansas River.l

743 1339 I am an avid fly fisherman.  What Christo has proposed is an insignificant impact.

740 1956 I do have a right to express my ipinion whether someone else's "art" will impact my community, my ability to pursue 
recreation and the safety and impact on the environment.

738 1952 Construction of this project, taking over several years, is sure to also adversely affect the environmental quality of the region.

737 1328 The hundreds and thousands of proposed visitors come to see the display, will they care for the area as much as our 
residents and the current visitors who come to see the natural beauty Colorado has to offer?  They will scramble to any 
place possible and possibly destroy habitat that has taken hundreds of years to develop.

737 1329 Litter, destruction of natural areas, negative impact on wildlife both on the river and in the nearby areas are just a few of the 
things that come to the top of my mind.  This certainly isn't the place.

736 1949 The project is sure to insert large crowds of people who have little emotional investment in the land and wildlife along the 
river.

736 1950 I am also concern about people walking along the river bank and destroying the vegetation and habitat that protects the river.

735 1322 degrading of the river environment.  …the installation of the fabric must to some degree impose harmful stress upon the fish 
and second, the lost of sunlight will directly effect the hatches of insects which is their primary source of food and will also 
drop the wrater temperature through the loss of sunligh which also effects insect hatch as well as cool the fish environment.
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731 1309 As a student at CSU in 1982 I had the good fortune of meeting Christo.  He is always careful to do no damage to the 

environment with his temporary installations.  The Arkansas River project would bring the world to Colorado to view our 
awesome canyons, river and mountains.

727 1302 The natural beauty of this canyon speaks for itself.  It provides recreation, scenic beauty, and even, for some, a rare moment 
of personal healing.  Who has the audacity to think they can improve on this?

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…

722 1292 While Christo drapery is not goint to change waterflows, and it may not seriously damage the fishery in the long-term it is the 
multiwear reconstruction along the river that will have serious and detrimental effects on the river and its users.

722 1291 The Arkansas and its valley has been on of Colorado's natural treasures.  The river has been used hard by farmers, 
recreationists and sportsmen-and is showing it.  …accomodations been made to this heavy use by assuring adequate 
resevor volumes, establishing summer waterflows for whitewater and fishing activities and assuring  that there is sufficient 
water for downstream demands.  The fishing remains very good, although not like that Ark of 25-30 years ago.  This is a real 
success story for a multiuse resource and all decision-makers, including the BLM should be proud of how it has worked.

720 1281 …adverse environmental impact to the Arkansas River drainage.

707 1265 It may have a negative effect on the ecosystem, especially the immediate river environs.

704 1262 The traffic this endevor could cause on the rivers will be dangerous to all and would undoubtedly affect the environment in 
an unnatural way.

694 1253 The area(s) affected by this project be restored to their natural state within 60 days after completion of said project.  All/any 
costs of any kind related to the restoration of the project to be born soley by the artist/developers.

693 1256 It will affect the environment, the wild life and the safety of those of us who live and travel this road.  I own a business in 
Salida and the majority of people I talk to feel the same way.

690 1240 It endangers our wildlife's natural habitat.

690 1239 The environmental impact is unnecessary.

689 1237 I am primarily concerned about the negative ecological impact caused by the construction project itself as well as the large 
"visitor footprint" caused by hordes of invaders to the sensitive river valley.

688 1234 The increase in people traffic would be very detrimental to the activities of fishing and nature-appreciating people.  I can't 
imagin that it would be beneficial to wildlife and the environment.
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687 1233 ..little is known or can be predicted about what effects the project would have on wildlife, native plants, some that are already 

in danger of elimination or surrounding insect life that provides an important and necessary food source for the native brown 
trout population of the river.  The insect, animal, and plant life that have taken eons to evolve and develop in the arkansas 
River ecosystem could be significantly and dangerously altered or destroyed.

686 1231 With the possibility of hundreds of thousands of visitors I can't help but think that would bring a lot of trash to the area, trash 
that would find its way into the river.

681 1220 …the influx of people could potentially damage the river and the surrounding habitat as well.

678 1217 …the Over the River art project will be damaging to the landscape and the overall well being of the area.

673 1211 ..onslaught of observers and overcrowd not only the rier, but also the town of Salida.

673 1210 …hurting the integrity of the river.

672 1208 ..potential negative impacts on the ecology of the river.  With sunlight presumably cut off, how would the insect populations 
fare.  Given that they are at the bottom of the food chain, the implications for the wildlife of the region are potentially 
significant.

664 1199 I am a fly fisherman and fish the Arkansas in both spring and fall, as well as after runoff in the summer.  I am concerned that 
the preparations for the project and the tear down could impact the water quality of the river.

662 1197 How would it work to have massive equipment, one presumes, there?  What would be the impact on the river?  On all those 
that use these roads for other purposes?

659 1193 Don't think all the material and increased traffic just from people trying to view the art up close wont impact the river.

657 1190 ..this activity that impacts the river, wildlife and community.

654 1187 The amazing fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time, as well 
as by the extra rubbish and human population pressure on this ecosystem during the time of the setup, display and tear-
down.

634 1168 The environment might recover with time, but do we really know how long that will take?

628 1932 We may only be able to guess at the cost in big horn sheep, traffic problems, or a wildfire.  We do know, however, there will 
be a price.
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628 1158 Finally there will be an impact of the anchoring of the project.  Given the winds this will have to be substantial anchoring.  

This means boring into the natural rock and sinking cement anchors.  It will not be possible to accomplish this with zero 
impact on the gorge.  There will be evidence of the project long after it is gone.

623 1151 It would also affect the hatches on this beautiful river

619 1146 ..the impact on the river, the highway and the life of the people in the area who will be to be affected by this project.

617 1142 The river is just regaining its health after years of pollution and the extra car traffic with its ensuing mess of trash and people 
to gawk at he proposed artwork would be a menace.

617 1141 The disruption to the natural ecosystems during construction is nothing short of destruction.

609 1130 I'm concerened about the impact on the wildlife, and the river's ecosystem overall.

603 1125 The pressure on the land adjacent to the river, to say nothing of the presure on the river, from the crowds that can e 
realistically expected can do nothing but damage the recreational use of the eight miles of river over which the panels will be 
installed.

592 1117 My third concern is the delicate nature of this beautiful canon and the adverse effect the added traffic, both vehicle and foot, 
will have on it.

592 1115 My first concern is how this project will effect the ecosystem of the river by altering it's natural light source and air flow 
pattern.  Is the fabric proposed such that the full benefit of the sun will filter through?

591 1110 This project will adversely affect the environment.  Any project that disrupts the natural river for three years will have an 
impact on the fisheries, wildlife and geology of the river.

591 1111 The cost-benefit is totally askew for a two week viewing window and any resulting environmental damage.

591 1114 This will adversely affect the recreation industry that is dependent on the river and force fisherman to skip the Arkansaw thus 
putting even more fishing pressure on other streams in Colorado.

590 1106 I ask that the ramifications of shading the river and the riparian areas be seriously considered.

590 1108 How are we evaluating this projects lon-term effects upon the flora nd fauna of the ecosystem.

588 1102 I'm concerned about the material, from boring holes for supports, being washed into the river during some of our localized 
rain storms.  This would effect the spawning of the brown trout.

584 1092 ..it to possibly cause sever repercussions to the canyon ecosystem.
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579 1082 alter the natural landscape.

579 1084 Who gets stuck with the clean-up cost?  What happens if the wind destroys part or all of this curtain before the 2 week 
"show" then what?

576 1077 The physical impact this ridiculous ventrue will have on the local flora and fauna.

558 1054 This area is arid and rocky and will be easily trampled with the multitudes of workers and viewers and it will take years for 
the river to recover.

557 1053 Truck and foot traffic to string cables and fabric can only tear up the soil---taking years for it to recover.

549 1046 Concerned about the Arkansas fishery should this installation proceed.  This project will have a much longer-term effect on 
the fishing habitat than some anticipate.  This is a sensitive habitat, which will be impacted.  We know if damage occurs it 
could be many years before health returns to the area.

545 1043 Added national publicity will cause visitors to destroy the land around the river in an attempt to "get a better look".  This will 
cause erosion and damage to the flora and fauna and the runoff will impact the river.

543 1039 The Arkansas River will be negatively affected if this event draws tens of thousands of visitors.

541 1037 People trampling the banks of the river.

536 1031 Where are the bighorns going to water? What incredible suffering will the trout and the rest of nature have?

535 1030 The resulting damage, erosion, and destruction of the flora in the area will exacerbate runoff through the canyon and will 
adversely impact the Arkansas river.

535 1029 Project will cause irrepairable damage to the land in the canyon as these one-time tourist "gawkers" scramble over the 
surrounding land and river in an attempt to get a better look.

535 1027 Neither Highway 50 nor the Arkansas River with all it's abundant flora and fauna can support this level of traffic.

530 1024 The long term impact of the preparation, demonstration and removal of the 'artwork' would seem to be considerable.

521 1008 The damage that will be done to the environment, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

521 1009 The unnecessary additional operation of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause sever 
irreversible distruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.  Erosion will be 
increased tremendously causing considerable polution to the river.
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521 1012 The OTR project will likely be the added load that will cause irreversible damage to the majestic Bighorn Sheep Canyon and 

the beautiful Arkansas River.

510 867 Do not compromise the river habitat or wildlife that depend on it.

510 865 Do no harm to the river, to the canyon, to the people who live & work here.

487 978 Experienced and aware of the environment in which they will be working.

480 970 Potentially hundreds or thousands of people walking and working on the banks of the river not to mention all the machinery, 
concrete, steel and assorted amounts of trash that will be left behind.

480 969 The environmental damage to the river and the surrounding land would be extensive.

479 968 Other negatives, traffic control, boater disturbance, safety issues, permanent damage to the river shoreline, etc. etc.

468 953 People going down the banks causing errosion.

468 954 Drilling contamination, water, fluid, dust, drilling errosion and damage to the banks.

444 926 damage to the environment and wildlife may occur

442 922 BLM fire response teams will be on stand by, but how will they get the trucks and water to the fires?

442 920 Doesn't drilling, blasting, and pouring concrete constitute distrubance?

433 901 hihg water would erode around the anchors and they would become visible and cause problems of their own.

432 896 This project will limit the amount of sunlight on the water, affecting certain insect hatches.

432 895 I am also concerned about the destruction of fish habitat.

424 853 We have concern about the great winds that we have in Colorado and what it would do to the silk by tearing it to shreds and 
then who would pick up all the pieces that would be blown around?

415 834 Blasting and Drilling: They say that cement blocks will be anchored down. As all the locals know you aren't going to dig a 
hole along the river..it is all rock. Every single hole will have to be drilled or blasted. I have been around blasting and drilling 
and have seen the affects it can have o, such as lost wells, or dry creeks. What is to say that the work that will be done won't 
have an effect on my water well?
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414 829 I am concerned that covering several miles of the Arkansas River, even temporarily and with translucent material, could 

potentially result in a reduction of primary production and decrease of food for organisms dependant on this food source, 
namely aquatic insects and trout.

414 828 It is well documented in published studies that reduction of light to the steambed (either experimentally or covering stream 
sections or by natural shading) results in decreased growth of algea on the streambed.

414 827 The food web of the Arkansas River is based on the growht of alge, primarily diatoms, on the steambed. These organisms 
are dependant upon light for producing organic matter by the process of photosynthesis. Aquatic insects feed on this 
material and they in turn provide food for the trout and other organisms.

414 826 I am a professional stream ecologist with over 40 years of experience studying the ecology of streams and rivers. I am 
writing to express my concerns regarding the potential adverse impacts of the Over the River project on the food web of the 
Arkansas River.

414 830 Shading ahs been shown to reduce water temperatures, and the maturation and emergence of aquatic insects is 
temperature dependant; hence any significant change in water temperature could result in a decrease in degree-days and a 
delay in hatching time.

414 831 It should be incumbent upon the people proposing this project to furnish claculations estimating (1) the impact of reduced 
light on the primary production in the affected reach of the Arkansas River and resulting impact on insect and trout 
populations, and (2) estimates of the impact of shading on water temperatures and possible delay in hatching time for 
aquatic insects.

413 825 I have no doubts that they will solve ALL the challenges of the project, including the traffic control and minimizing the effect 
on wildlife, and that they will leave the canyon and the river as good as, and probably better than they found it.

412 812 There are too few turnouts for vehicles to park in the canyon, and only two "escape" roads out of the canyon from Texas 
Creek and Cotopaxi.

412 813 Pollution from trash and exhaust from cars will increase dramatically, effecting local residents and wildlife.

412 823 Concrete chips and fractures over the years eventually revealing the thousand bore holes forever. 
Vegetaion in this semi-desert landscape grows back slowly.

412 822 I also strongly oppose the project because anchor placement and machineries will impact the fragile soils and vegetation 
growing along the river.

410 799 Considering the drought we are in, and with an anticipated 250,000 more people in the area viewing the sheets over the 
river, the chance that careless or ignorant epople will toss a cigarette, leave a campfire or do something else to start a fire, is 
very real. WE would be trapped  with no escape route since highway 50 would be blocked with tourists.
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410 801 It is those who live along the river corridor who will bare the brunt of the problems, as well as the wildlife and the river.

410 803 There is no way they can alleviate the disruption to our lives nor save us and our homes from a wildfire.

409 796 The permanent scarring of the landscape via rock drilling and leaving caissons in the ground (which will eventually become 
exposed) is an unacceptable level of impacts to this river corridor. Long term soil erosion leads to impacts to water quality 
are also potential effects that no study can accurately predict. This level of risk to the stability of soils and water quality 
cannot be acceptable.

408 791 Our Big Horn Sheep are a precious resource, as well as our eagles and other animals along the river. We must protect them 
if we want them to stay.

408 789 I also have great concerns about the well bieng of the Big Horn Sheep population in the canyon. Any increase of human 
impact on open lands is always detrimental to wild animal populations.

408 790 This huge influx of people viewing the "Over the River" project and work on the installation of it will care many wild animals 
and many will leave the area.

402 777 I would rather see the drapes over the river than another trailer full of ATVs and motorcycles going down the canyon heading 
for the hills. They tear up the countryside and then load up and go back home with no concern to what destruction they have 
left behind.

399 771 I have fly fished the arkansas continously and regularly since 1992 and I am violently opposed to all the problems these 
arrogant artists want to visit on a river.

393 767 Art on the publicc lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than the many other multiple uses that occur on public 
land.

390 754 The project currently is slated for late August and early September at the height of the tinder-dry fire-alert season.

384 737 They can't ruin the canyon anymore than the railroad, highway department, or mining has done in the past.

380 734 Multiple years of installation? Crowds of people who aren't outdoors enthusiasts converging on the environment? Installing 
and ripping out 8 miles of hardware for un-necessary decoration?

377 730 I extremely oppose this art to impact the livelihood of the communites, the impact the recreation and income to the 
communites and the impact of the increased people on a resource

376 729 An increase of people, noise, traffic, giant flaps of fabric, etc will so much ruin the peace and solitude, I probably would just 
avoid the area.

374 725 I also fear that we may see a ragining fire in the canyon during this period due to careless visitors.
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374 721 It bothers me that with a high fire danger in the last several years in this area that more non-resident traffic would be 

encouraged. I have seen countless out of state drivers carelessly throw a lit cigarette out of the window on this canyon. 
Obviously the increased traffic would also increase the number of careless smokers.

371 716 In my opinion the damage that would be done to the land over the duration of the project would in itself be prohibitive to such 
an asinine idea.

370 715 Leave the land alone!

365 710 If there is a fire along the stretch of river or in some of the areas around the effected communities, how will fire fighting crews 
& equipment access the areas necessary to fight the fire with the anticipated level "F" traffic this project will create around 
some key intersections?

365 713 Engineers for this project were unable to address questions about impact on fragile vegetation in setting anchors for for each 
pane. Nor did they even appear to understand questions related to potential increases in sedimentation due to these 
disruptions to the river banks.

359 669 Anchors will be 3" diamater hole drilled in bedrock, up to 10" in unconsolidated rock,or as caissons buried in loose fill 
materials.  Anchors will be removed at the end of the project. Upon removel, the holes in bedrock will be filled with matching 
mortar. Caissons will be left buried at least 12" below ground level.

359 668 Steel cables will be anchored on the upper part of the riverbanks and suspend fabfic panels.

326 636 The drilling involved, the bringing in of compressors, trucks, all sorts of heavy duty equipment - even all the trampling 
involved by thousands of people, will make a permanent mark on this fragile landscape.

326 635 This project will be an extremen burden on the environment and the land.

312 616 Road closures for anchor positioning will impact existing pluc any summer tourist traffic between onset and completion of 
construction

312 613 Should the drape get torn from our high winds - how quick will someone show up to remove the shreds? It could end up in 
the river, & become a danger to rafters & fishermen.

295 575 What will the erosion affect & lingering effects of the concrete abutments do to the river and canyon?

295 572 The winds in this canyon are unpredictable & can be fierce - my concernd is that fabric or loose cables can be lethal on road 
or river.

285 539 No drilling or blasting, we don't want the river touched, perio!
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284 534 Drilling holes in the rock is not good. The rock fall on there own and from the traffic on the road.

273 520 All wildlife (mammals, birds, fish) will be driven away permanently with 3 yrs of "over the river" project

270 512 For many of us, this may be the first time we enjoy these public lands.

264 498 There will be permanent damage to our canyon and river banks

243 452 With the fire danger so high and so many people coming in, it is inevitable that there will be terrible fires. Those of us who 
live in the canyon will not be able to get out.

243 461 There will be remnants left in the canyon from this showing for decades

222 430 At what cost to the environment?

214 419 I view ..numerous potential safety and environmental hazards

210 407 I can't believe there would not be a detrimental effect to the river biomass and trout

181 393 Eliminating ultra violet rays into the river water changes the chemistry of living organisms, not to mention the fish

180 392 I believe it would be a detrimental to the animals as well as the natural environment

177 387 I really wonder about the impact of prolonged shade on the water.

177 385 Aquatic biology. I am concerned about the affect of prolonged shade on the water. The life of the river is based on water 
temperature. The insect lifecycle is governed by water temperature, which is regulated by sunlight. Fish feed nearly 
exclusively on these insects. Without proper light and temperature cycles, fish life can be impacted.

174 380 It would cause significant impact to wildlife and the environment

167 377 Hazard to the environment

160 374 I worry about the effect of drilling & anchors on the rocks

156 352 Reclamation of soil and vegetation following the end of the project may in fact acutally improve an area situated between a 
major cross-country and a railroad and heavily used by the general public

156 360 The project construction will create far less stress on the environment than the typical highway repairs, treatments for winter 
road conditions, accidental spills, foot traffic by fishermen and hikers.
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156 361 The project is time-limited and temporary

156 362 Reclamation of soil and vegetaiton following the end of the project may in fact actually improve the area

155 345 Will the Over the 
river project disturb the native plants and wildlife?

127 303 Relying on you to protect the environment & wildlife

125 295 I am concerned with the environmental effects with the anchors

107 278 The artwok is environmentally safe

85 261 I believe that the natural resources will be more than adequately protected/restored by the Christo Jeanne - Claude team

80 256 re-establishement of native contour & vegetation once removed

71 249 project will enhance peoples knowledge of what this area offers for recreation

63 237 There are concerns with regard to the environment and traffic

56 178 Reclamation of soil and vegetaion following the end of the project may in fact actually improve an area

52 171 I doubt the river will ever be the same again since the anchors would not be totally removed.

49 159 Why risk messing up the river for a potential 2 week spike in traffic?

49 157 How did they calculate for the wind? What if it gets really windy in Bighorn Sheep Canyon and blows down one of the 
coverings?

46 147 It is a beautiful public resource that should not be defaced by such artificial things as fabric, cables, and metal beams

43 130 proven integrity of the artists to mitigate environmental and safety concerns

27 87 he shouldn't be allowed to destroy our public lands with some stupid draping

27 86 Why should people  be allowed to poke holes in rocks and ground up and down the canyon?

25 79 Project could damage the environment for our wildlife
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21 73 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

20 67 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

18 64 Previous projects like this have shown a lack of "clean up" and the responsibility to return the area back to the original status

17 59 highway 50 which provides very little parking for sightseers. The added traffic will more than likely be a detriment to the 
environment as well as a source of multiple accidents

17 56 There will be no end to the political interference to get them to fix the damage

17 55 Christo and Jeanne Claude will not return river to its original state

14 45 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

13 39 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

11 37 Christo and Jeanne Claude have an impeccable record for returning their project sites to their original condition (or better)

10 31 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

9 27 OTR would do nothing but disguise the river's natural beauty with steel cables, poles, and dirty rags

5 22 With a railroad bed and a US Highway, the canyon will be able to withstand the very temporary Over the River project

2 13 permanent damage to the river shoreline

1 10 "cover will ….damage the seasonal insect hatches (on which the ecosystem depends)
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Pollution Comments Total Number of Comments 117

Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Hazardous Materials, Litter, Garbage  Collection, Noise,  etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1136 1909 …the impact on wildlife and all the possible problems that come with handling the kind of volume of tourists it would bring to 

our area, the most important issues involved is the safety concerns about Highway 50 and the congestion it would cause.

1136 1918 Increased litter and debris from masses traveling throught area along highway.

1135 1907 …the traffic accident in the Swissvale curves two weeks ago should be a huge wakeup call.  …there was a rollover accident 
in the first major curve east of Swissvale.  The semi truck was carrying hazardous waste.  Traffic was shut down for four 
solid hours in the middle of the day, with up to two hour delays well into the night.  I know we sat in Swissvale from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. that night.  There were more delays for alsmost two weeks after that while the guardrail was repaired and 
cleanup continued.  This was just one accident, and these people want to push 250,000 people through our narrow canyon 
for two weeks, not to mention all the gawkers during the period of construction.  They can drive in at their leisure, stop traffic 
for their own interests, cause accidents, dump their trash, then leave and go back to their own backyards.  …those of us who 
already have to deal with the tourists driving 30 mph, the truckers, motorhomes, the skiers, and the hunters.  Some days it 
already takes 30 minutes to drive 15 miles to go to work, school, meetings, etc.  What they ere going to do about the 
drivewasys leading into the highway and how they were going to address the expected two hour delays for the locals to get 
to their destination (work or home).  There would be at least two hour delays.

1126 1895 The Cotter company stated 6 to 8 trucks daily pass through the canon with uranium cargo.  How many more Companies due 
the same, and I am sure there are some who also do not follow the rules.  What if the cargo was even more poisonous?  
Where are you going to put the thousands of people on that day?  No evacuation is available, the Canon has always been a 
death trap…No escape, just sheer rock walls, and water.  No bridges, no exits, no alternate routes.  Fire, flood and 
hazardous spills will not have any mercy.  Who wver thought Katrina coucl be so devastating?  I am a Bank Professiona who 
has lived in Salida for 25 years.  I have approzimately 30 to 40 contacts per day.  For every 1 that wants it 8 to 10 absolutely 
hate it.
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1085 1836 On Wednesday, February 15 there was a rollover on highway 50 near Howard of a truck carrying uranium ore.  The truck 

was overweight and there was improper driving on a mountain road.  Officials said no ore reached the Arkansas River.  The 
highway was tied up for hours and the ore was a health hazard.  This rollover might have turned out very disastrous for 
people in Canon city as they get their water from the river, and Florence gets part of their water there.  Because the highway 
was shut down temporarily and open one lane part of the time, this definitely casued problems for people traveling and living 
along highway 50.  One couple in the area had to drive over three hours to get home from Salida because of the accident.  
With all the proposed traffic during the "Over the River" project something like this might happen.  Even an accident 
involving cars has a good chance of causing a shutdown of the highway.  Then on top of that is getting emergency 
equipment in and out quickly.  The welfare and safety of people in western Fremont County and the many tourists going 
through the area over the three year period is very important.

1079 1828 Damage to the banks, the rocks, even pollution will be a major problem.  Neither the government nor private entities can 
afford to clean up after this project is over and I seriously doubt that Christo's team will be willing to climb up and down the 
riverbanks to collect the trash that will be strewn throughout the area.  How long Wal Mart bags and cigarette butts scar 
nature's beauty.

1039 2166 Will the Christo's come back in and pick up after themselves?  (I'm teaching my son to pick up after himself and he's only 2 
1/2)?

1030 2160 Negative impact from pollution accidents will be a lasting legacy that is far more likely to occur than successful mitigation 
attempts of prevention.

1030 1741 In addition to trash and construction debris, there will undoubtedly be accidents (construction of traffic) that will pollute the 
river.  In many cases these accidents can be disasterous and long lasting.

1024 1727 ..potential harm to the wildlife by traffic, cables and pollution.

995 1687 I have heard a BLM official make the comment that this project will be approved unless concerns are brought about that 
cannot be mitigated.  Well how about a few of these:  loss of work by commuters and small business, endangerment of 
water quality along the entire Arkansas river drainage, a possible infectious epidemic resulting in 500+ dead bighorn sheep, 
noise pollution and safety concerns for residents, etc.

987 1678 If the project is permitted there must be an escrow fund for total cleanup.  It seems improbable that after such construction 
that the river banks affected could possibly be restored to their natural state.

959 1654 …obvious concerns about traffic congestion during the construction period and the exhibition, sanitation and trash removal, 
final clean-up, insurance.  The agencies involved will expend many dollars from funds which could be much better used for 
already approved programs and projects.

880 2100 The BLM should develop a comprehensive recycling plan to divert all this waste from the landfills in Fremont and chaffee 
County,, to recycling facilities that are in place in the respective counties.
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880 2102 Blm should factor in the air pollution and liquid wastes from atuomobiles traveling the corridor, and determine via an EIS how 

this waste should be mitigated.

880 2101 The facilities unfortunately cannot handle the volume that Christo would generate.

877 2097 Then there is a pollution and environmental impact of all the construction and destruction.

866 1542 …how can 2000 cars and hour, fumes from these cars and busses, temporary parking areas, porta pots, rescue stations, 
security people and vehicles and all the signs that will be put up=no parking, park here.  …all of these safety measures, 
traffic control issues, environmental issues, helicopters, boats, animal issues, tec sounds like a plan for a natural desaster 
like New Orlean's.

865 1541 Cleaning up the mess in the case that a weather event destroys the curtain.  I estimate that we are talking about 3,696,000 
square feet of material, scattered up and down the valley of the Arkansas and surrounding countryside. (Seven miles time 
5,280 feet times 100 feet estimated width of the Arkansas Valley over the river, as portrayed in the paper.)

850 1521 ..the crowds, traffic jams, noise, pollution and disturbance to our way of life here in the Arkansas Valley.

846 1515 Who is in charge to see they cleanup the river after it's over?

844 2076 What will the exhaust sediment from the thousands of vehicles do to the water?

844 2077 During the presentation period of two weeks there are proposed to be close to an average of 6000 vehicles per day, more 
during the weekend than the week days.  What will that do to the air quality in the canyon?

842 1504 The artists have agreed to comply with and pay for all requirements of the Department of Transportation such as emergency 
evacuation, fire prevention, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety and hazardous materials traffic.

830 1483 This is not a simple two-week project.  It will go on for three years of construction.  Christo's engineer told me they would use 
a mining track drill to drill the 2400 holes for anchors each 9' deep and 3" diameter filled with grout and bolts.  I have worked 
around track drills, in the past.  They travel on tracks as does a bulldozer.  They are noisy, blowing off plumes of rock dust 
and smoke as the rotary hammer drill pulverizes the rock in the hole and expels it with down-hole compressed air.

821 2049 The resources for accomodating all but a very limited number visitors just aren't there and one could spend years in 
remediation if they were overloaded.

821 2048 The highway is a canyon bound two lane with limited pull out space for parking or waste and debris handling.

816 1464 The impact to the infrastructure (sewer, water and roads).

790 1995 The artists have a far better track record of recycling and reclamation than the Hwy Dept or the railroad.
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783 1404 The river would be damaged and polluted driving installation.

776 1976 Erosion will be increased tremendously causing considerable pollution to the river.

774 1973 Common sense would, or should, be upper most in the minds of officials.  With the amount of commerical truck traffic, 
Hazardous materials and over-sized loads traveling up and down the canyon.  This Project is only going to cause serious 
problems.

767 1965 What are the possible types of problems that could result because of this project, oil or fuel spills, disruption of spawning, 
possible erosion problems that could be created from vehicle and human traffic and the impact they could have on the 
stream health?

766 1372 This project will involve using heavy equipment on the river bank.  These machines are inherently messy.  How will BLM or 
other agencies ensure no pollution from gas/oil leask or spills?  Christo's web site states they will use caissons.  These are 
devices used to perform construction under water.

764 1369 In 1859 someone made a small gold strike at Rolston creek in Arvada, starting the "Gold Rush of 59" from which we haven't 
recovered completely.  Try to see the fields and ponds and Nature's creations before we scratched out ditches and trails and 
roads to abandon to decay and to channel mud and pollution to the wrong places.

734 1319 The risk is extra pollution, congestion, probably more accidents, potential litigation for the county as someone will ofter find a 
reason to sue if something goes wrong, and stress on the public services and natural wildlife of the area.

729 1306 …comply with all requirements of the CDOT approved traffic control plan to included all aspects related to emergency 
evacuation, fire prevention measures, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety plans, and alternative route procedures 
for commercial and hazardous materials traffic.

720 1283 ..possible adverse impacts to the wildlife and fishery due to excessive crowds, trash, contaminants, etc.

714 1270 I use this coridor frequently for recreation from March through November.  I use motels, restaurants, fly shops and other 
stores in Buena vista, Salida and Canon City.  I also do not believe the Arkansas Valley has sufficient infrastructure to 
accommodate the possible hordes of lookie loos who will simply drive through the area, creating congestion, air and water 
pollution and visual pollution.

691 1245 How can we be guaranteed that all trash will be cleaned up and properly disposed of once this project is over….I can see 
Fremont & Chaffee counties being held responsible.

686 1231 With the possibility of hundreds of thousands of visitors I can't help but think that would bring a lot of trash to the area, trash 
that would find its way into the river.
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685 1227 …as well as by the extra rubbish and human population pressure on this ecosystem during the time of the setup, display, 

and tear-down.

672 1207 ..the noise, dust and debris resulting from the installation and removal of the panels and the increased traffic during the 3-
year project would negatively impact the enjoyment of the river by fishers and tourist, which is the main industry down there.

664 1201 Pollution would increase dramatically.

642 1175 The canyon should not be subject to the traffic pressure that would result, not to the direct physical impact of covering the 
canyon walls with fabric.

630 1162 The waste would not only undermine the area's aesthetic beauty but also negatively impact the area's wildlife.

630 1161 ..the vast amounts of trash that would surely be produced by the construction crews employed to install and dismantle the 
structure.

629 1160 After all the beer cans are picked up, the rubbish blown into the pristine hills and the river no longer devoid of us fishermen, 
will we be better off?

617 1142 The river is just regaining its health after years of pollution and the extra car traffic with its ensuing mess of trash and people 
to gawk at he proposed artwork would be a menace.

592 1115 My first concern is how this project will effect the ecosystem of the river by altering it's natural light source and air flow 
pattern.  Is the fabric proposed such that the full benefit of the sun will filter through?

588 1102 I'm concerned about the material, from boring holes for supports, being washed into the river during some of our localized 
rain storms.  This would effect the spawning of the brown trout.

586 1096 ..waste debris and disruption to normal life on the roads and river.

585 1094 Who pays for the clean-up?

585 1093 …air quality could easily be impaired

569 1066 Contamination of the river by the installation and dismantling comes to the fore front.

567 1065 Diminish my interest in visiting the area if it increases car and foot traffic and results in stream-side disruption (noise, etc) 
due to construction activity.

551 1049 Traffic, trash, noise, garbage along the river, etc. would negatively impact the river, the fish and the bighorn sheep.
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527 1017 There is no confidence that the flowing scrap of material will stay in place.  Boaters know that this would be a catastrphe if 

blown into the river.

527 1014 Let's not forget the construction trash and debris "accidntally" dropped in the river and the remnant concrete monoliths from 
the cable ties left behind for all of us to view for the next 100 years.

521 1009 The unnecessary additional operation of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause sever 
irreversible distruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.  Erosion will be 
increased tremendously causing considerable polution to the river.

511 875 bringing in construction crews, railcars, trucks, drilling machines, and their related support needs such as portable toilets, 
dumpsters, toolsheds and equipment storage areas for two years!!

506 999 Project such as this would create a great deal of congestion, noise pollution

482 974 Consider using mass transit with vehicles powered by biofuels or toher alternative energies.

480 970 Potentially hundreds or thousands of people walking and working on the banks of the river not to mention all the machinery, 
concrete, steel and assorted amounts of trash that will be left behind.

469 961 This project is in reality littering on a monumental scale.

468 951 Proper trash containers

468 954 Drilling contamination, water, fluid, dust, drilling errosion and damage to the banks.

468 958 Increase river usage, polluting the water.

453 936 Material and stakes could go into the river.

427 885 Pollution from idling cars

424 853 We have concern about the great winds that we have in Colorado and what it would do to the silk by tearing it to shreds and 
then who would pick up all the pieces that would be blown around?

421 848 Has the EPA been contacted on this project? Just think of the carbon monoxide will be released in the atmosphere from over 
ten thousand cars going through the canyon city daily endangering our children and other persons.

415 837 Trash & Cleanup: Who's standard is the cleanup going to be?

412 814 Even with Christo's plan of setting up toilet and trash facilities, the crowds will inevitably leave a major mark in the landscape.
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412 813 Pollution from trash and exhaust from cars will increase dramatically, effecting local residents and wildlife.

412 821 The debris could also drift into the heavy traffic causing potentially fatal accidents.

412 820 It is not known for a fact that the fabric panels will hold up in the frequent wind gusts that the canyon is exposed to. If the 
panels shred into pieces, those pieces can either float down the river or fly offi into the hills causing unnecessary pollution.

390 759 And is it easy to "mitigate" trash disposal and porta-potty needs for thousands of canyon visitors?

376 729 An increase of people, noise, traffic, giant flaps of fabric, etc will so much ruin the peace and solitude, I probably would just 
avoid the area.

359 705 Collection and proper disposal of garbage will be provided by Christo & Jeanne-Claude during consturction, exhibition, and 
removal of the project. The same will be true regarding the provision of needed commercial portable toilets

336 653 Litter, port-a-potties, exhuast fumes and other accoutrements of Christo's project would also be unwelcome to this pristine 
environment.

326 638 There will be much trash through-out - much of which will blow away & scatter in the wind.

317 622 Purchase of at least 12 bins to be placed in rest areas in Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

312 613 Should the drape get torn from our high winds - how quick will someone show up to remove the shreds? It could end up in 
the river, & become a danger to rafters & fishermen.

307 596 Who will clean the river bed of bottles, trash, etc.?

294 563 I trust that they will take seriously the recycling issue that this many people will add to our already not sufficient recycling 
program. Who will haul all the recyclables?

293 557 Our recycle system at this time can not handle the huge volume of garbage that would fill our landfill. This cost should not be 
handled by the county or it's citizens and therefore a good , workable recycle system needs to be implemented and paid for 
by the project

293 556 One problem that needs to be addressed is the tons  & tons of garbage that will be produced by the qunatity of viewers. 
Most of the

285 538 Leave our wildlife alone, period!

265 500 The trash people & workers will leave will deface our river road for years to come
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249 476 Do you know what the TT units are carrying on Hwy 50 - Types of Hazmat materials - potential danger loads

243 461 There will be remnants left in the canyon from this showing for decades

243 455 It will cause litter all along the highway and side roads

242 448 Having port-a-potties and trash dumpsters along Hwy 50 during all phases of the 3-year project are not an artitic image

220 422 Bumper to bumper traffic jams of thousands of gawkers for miles along the winding, two-lane canyon road would be 
dangerous…and would pollute the environment

220 425 Litter, port-a-potties would be unwelcome along the pristine river banks

220 426 Hikers, fishermen, and others would no longer be able to enjoy the beauty of the river canyon but would be enveoloped by a 
carnival of thousands of cars, fumes, litter

207 403 The wind can blow like hell in this canyon and if it blows that stuff all over the place it will take years to clean it up

156 356 The artists will provide for collection and disposal of garbage from the OTR sites; commercial toilets will be provided.

151 340 The artists will make certain that this region stays clean and free of debris through all stages of this project.  The will be 
providing portable toilets throughout the project

60 188 What about the resultant air pollution and it's effect on those living at altitude with respiratory problems? 6000 vehicles a day 
moving at a predicted speed of 15 mph will produce massive amounts of pollution affecting wildlife, humans, and god forbid 
there was an inversion of temperature

60 202 The construction will include "caissons" that will remain in the riverbanks forever.

52 171 I doubt the river will ever be the same again since the anchors would not be totally removed.

52 165 noise from construction; debris from construction

52 169 During the usual massive wind storms that can wander down the canyon the fabric would slpa around and be very loud, not 
at all conducive

49 155 at least SOMETHING in their cleanup process -- a few nails left behind, a tarp, some discarded lumber

39 128 How will the issue of trash and other human generated waste be handled?

37 117 Litter, port-a-potties, exhaust fumes
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32 106 How will the issue of trash and other human generated waste be handled?

21 74 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

20 68 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

18 64 Previous projects like this have shown a lack of "clean up" and the responsibility to return the area back to the original status

17 59 highway 50 which provides very little parking for sightseers. The added traffic will more than likely be a detriment to the 
environment as well as a source of multiple accidents

14 46 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

13 40 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

10 32 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

1 11 "cover will … contribute to pollution on an already stressed wild river."
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Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Highway Accidents, Wildfire, Evacuation, Recreationist Safety, Crime,  etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1349 2543 And if the wind whips up, some of the cloth will no doubt go downstream and create havoc.

1349 2544 With the fire danger so great in our state, I do not think it wise to draw large crowds into limited space.

1341 2555 Commuter safety, lost revenue from travelers who will avoid this area because of traffic jams during the construction,

1317 2514 I am a private boater, photographer, swift water rescue technician, and former commercial river guide.  What if some of the 
fabric blows down and shrouds a boat full of people?

1317 2565 There are too many health and safety isssues involved in this project.  The flags in Central Park didn't have any impact on 
anyone's health or safety.

1308 2506 This is one of my favorite drives but also one of the most dangerous.  We have enough traffic on the road with our normal 
amount of tourists - we don't need more.

1298 2570 This drive is also very dangerous, with few turn-offs.  The increase in accidents and delayed emergency response because 
of this increase should not be allowed.

1298 2569 Letting Christo in to even start his project, not even to mention the increase traffic and dangerous equipment, would have a 
long term, detrimental affect on the valley.

1289 2575 Imagine a heart attack victim dies in an ambulance while stuck in traffic.  A home burns down because fire trucks are stuck 
in traffic.  Or rafters are forced to portage because one of the thousands of cables that support the tarps loosen and drop to 
head level (very possible with the regular high winds in the canyon).

1282 2480 …my major concern is about the wildlife in the area that feed/gather at the river.  The construction to create such a project is 
the 1st part of the disruption to their habitat; 2nd the added trafic; 3rd the dismantling of such…the animals will NOT 
understand this "artistic conception".

1282 2584 …the increased traffic and potential hazards.
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1282 2583 I travel State Highway 50 quite frequently for business.  I truly dread the arrival of the tourist season--many drivers get so 

distracted by sightseeing and create situations which causes the highway to close.  …imagine the increased traffic hazards 
this "artistic project" would create!

1280 2476 They have offered to finance a cell tower in this area if the project goes forward and this would help all the local residents, 
BLM personell, law enforcement and visitors to the area, in an otherwise dead call zone.

1264 2590 For instance, there currently is no cellular phone service within Bighorn Sheep Canyon. It is my understanding that the 
master plan for this project involves installing "repeaters" that allow cellualar communications within the canyon, all paid for 
at the artists' expense. This technology will remain in the place at the conclusion of the two-week exhibition, providing 
immense benefit to police and fire department personnel, and people needing emergency services within the canyon.

1258 2459 Helipads, located and constructed may be left for future use if the community determines that they are wanted.

1251 2446 ..been addressed, i.e., environment, recreation, emergency response, communications, traffic. Etc

1250 2444 Not to mention the increased trafic along its length thus increasing the risk of accidents.  The cover over the river would 
likely chase the fish away making this stretch useless for fishing

1236 2597 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years.  All of these fire incidents have 
occurred in remote, hard-to-reach places along the canyon.  Most are only accessible by Highway 50 or by air.

1236 2598 We feel that any more congestion in this corridor would be extremely hazardous to the community and the traveling public.

1236 2428 A large portion of this project will be displayed in areas of the river that are under our fire protection coverage.  We are 
deeply concerned about the safety factors associated with the traffic congestion expected in this narrow canyon roadway.  
Not only will there be a hazard during the two-week display period, but also during the two-year construction phase and the 
several months afterward for dismantling.

1235 2423 The deer Mountain Fire Protection District (DMFPD) covers the specific areas of Cotopaxi and Coaldale in Fremon county, 
but we are also involved, through "Mutual aid" agreements, with the US Highway 50 corridor where the project is proposed to 
be placed.  Our concerns include;

The possible impact on response and transport times, in and out of the area, in the case of fire or medical emergencies.

1232 2417 ..it is too dangerous, we lived at Howard for 10 years, and coming and going to work in Salida was a real challenge; crazy 
drivers, and they want to create more danger, I have seen cars stopped on the highway to view sheep, deer and such with 
no regard to safety.

1224 2404 that project either for arts sake or to attract tourism is not worth endangering human life and the risk is great.
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1224 2405 My husband and I were on our way to Blue Mesa pulling a 25 foot 5th wheel when we net an estimated 3000 bicycle riders 

coming down that canyon.  Most people are careful and considerate but there are those who think they are the most 
important ones on the road.

1224 2406 No matter how many law enforcement personel they hire - they can't stop an instant of thoughtlessness.

1224 2407 The highway department has banned any signs displayed along the road to distract drivers.  Florence was directed to 
remove a business directory on a down town building because it distracted dirvers.  And now the very idea of "Over the 
River" is to give drivers something to look at as they travel down a road that requires complete attention on any given day.

1224 2409 That canyon is one of the most beautiful areas in our State but requires a drivers attention at all times.  …allowing that 
project to develop will be a dangerous undertaking.

1224 2609 If the estimated number of people came to view the "Over the River" art work - Highway 50 through that canyon will be a 
dreaded passage for those who find it necessary to travel that east-west route across Colorado.

1222 2402 …the concerns regarding wild life and environmental protection, traffic control, law enforcement, emergency provisions, 
property owners and the handling of communications.

1216 2397 The fact that the Christos are planning (at their own expense) to locate and place permanent communication repeaters for 
cellualar phone access in the Arkansas River Valley will be extremely helpful for the fire fighters, the sheriff/police, the rafting 
companies, the forest service, park rangers, CDOT, etc.  As well as for the people living in this vicinity.  This aspect alone of 
the proposed Over the River Project is an enormous and ongoing benefit for both safety and convenience for virtually every 
one.

1214 2394 This stretch of road is dangerous any way, without people looking at this project.

1205 2412 Emergency vehicles could not operate efficiently during this time.

1202 2371 The communication system which they are working on to aleviate the "dead spots" through the canyon will benefit the search 
and rescue, law enforcement, traffic control and others who use the canyon.  They plan to leave this communication system 
to be used for years to come.

1194 2611  The huge increase in housing development in the forested areas of the corridor needs a fire safety plan.  Evacuating and 
serving these people-keeping traffic flowing-gourist and other-is a time bomb of worry for us now.

1194 2362 Planning for Over the River will provide Fremont and Chaffee counties with a comprehensive, detailed plan for public safety 
and emergency service along the Arkansas River corridor.  . Working together, accord and understanding will come into 
place long before 2010.  This can be depended on to contribute toward safety now.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude understand 
the artistry of planning.  Public safety is always included in their art because public access to their work is a primary part of 
the design.  This idea and the EIS is as much a figt from them as the installation art Over the River itself.
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1194 2612  Communication between law officers, a scarcity of officers, and the interaction with firemen and traffic control has never 

been worked out in a satisfactory way.  A master plan, the EIS will answer these needs and also provide corrdect information 
regarding the type and amount of equipment and personel needed.  We have many jpersons here who came up at the bat 
when the school bus crashed west of town and the Copper Gulch fire happened but with the increased growth and the size 
of our county, it is not wise for fair to depend on volunteers only.  The EIS will suggest a hierarchy of management.

1147 2284 Highway 50 can be very dangerous at times - there are few pull-offs, fewer passing lanes, fewer still restrooms.

1147 2286 Emergency situations would become very dangerous to deal with in case of many, many people on the road.

1147 2285 It's generally a challene to drive while tourists are on the road.

1145 2276 Large convective downbursts may begin as a microburst but subsequently spread out upon reaching the surface and may 
continue to be strong enough to be classified as a larger downburst, or macroburst.

1145 2275 concerns are about two weather events that would be detrimental to the OTR Project - Microburst Winds and Flash Floods

1145 2277 Dry microbursts are more common to the western United States and High Plaines, and are not unheard of in mountainous 
and canyon terrain. It is this type of microburst that most likely might pose a hazard to the Project, especially since their 
maximum frequency in Colorado occurs in the summer months of July and August when mid-level monsoon moisture 
provides the initiating mechanism, virga shafts composed of graupel (snow pellets) or small hail.

1145 2278 downburst winds can reach or exceed 75 mph, which can be amplified by flow constrained between two canyon walls.

1145 2279 I would like to point out that wind tunnel tests usually stress materials subjected only to straight line, laminar flows. Wind 
tunnel tests do not replicate the turbulent, erratic gusts that microbursts can produce. Gusts of similar nature are thought to 
have deroofed a building in Alamosa.

1145 2280 My second concern related to weather is the possibility of a July/August thunderstorm producing torrential rainfall over the 
terrain adjacent to the Big Horn Canyons. I understand that some cable attachments will be to caissons imbedded in the 
ground.

1145 2281 Rapidly flowing water can easily wash away "loose fill material" and we know from Big Thomson experience that a small 
caisson serving as an anchor might easily be washed away in the process.

1145 2282 The probability of either of these weather events (microbursts & flash floods) occurring in just the right spot during the period 
that "Over the River" will be displayed is not very large, neither is it zero! The damage that non-zero-probable event can 
cause is well-known. The Big Thompson Flood and Hurricane Katrina provide suitable reminders of events that had low 
probability of hitting in just the right spot.
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1143 2272 All of these fire incidents have occurred in remote, hard to reach places along the canyon. Most are only accessible would 

be Highway 50 or by air.

1143 2271 There have been many fires in this canyon and the surrounding area over the years

1143 2270 there will be a hazard during the two-week display period, but also during the two-year construction phase and the several 
months afterward for dismantling

1143 2269 We are deeply concerned about the safety factors associated with the traffic congestion expected in this narrow canyon 
roadway.

1143 2273 any more congestion in this corridor would be extremely hazardous to the community and traveling public

1139 1921 Drought conditions in south-central Colorado are predicted to continue.  Forest fires seem inevitable with these conditions.  
Highway 50, next to the Arkansas River, between Salida and Canon City, would probably be needed by fire fighters and their 
equipment, possibly for evacuation of residents.  There is not a good alternate route.  It is not the role of government to 
unnecessarily jeopardize the well-being of its citizens and their homes and ranches.

1138 1920 ..it will be done safely

1136 1910 …to allow the project in that area just because of those safety issues that it would create by having to close down the 
highway at times, or to divert traffic, or have tremendous delays due to those coming to view the project.  To expect locals 
that have to carry on their daily business to be diverted on very long and time consuming detours just to take care of their 
tasks.

1136 1911 All the locals who must get to work, that must transport cattle and other livestock, that have to haul water, that have to get to 
appointments, that have to run errands, and everything else in their daily lives they must do that mean using the highway to 
take care of those things.  But to think it would delay people getting to the hospital in time, or ambulances making their runs, 
or fire departments not able to service their areas is totally unthinkable and inexcusable, no matter how much revenue it 
might bring to the state, city or community.  …to alter their lives, even endanger their lives, to interrupt and wreak havoc on 
the wildlife that depend on the river.  The project could be put somewhere that could deal with the traffic issues in a practicul 
way, and not disrupt the local wildlife.

1136 1912 Ambulance/Fire vehicles delayed, mail carriers delayed/other carrier's services delayed such as UPS, FedX, and DHL, 
Delivery Vehicles for all type services delayed, Transporting drinking water, Major traffic problems in surrounding cities all 
along highway 50, including Canon City, Westcliffe, Pueblo, Salida and many smaller communities that are already having 
congestion on a daily basis, much more during tourist season and then with the added influx of art project viewers, Delays 
for courier services for doctors and hospitals, Delays for armored vehicles for banks and credit unions, Motor vehicle 
accidents increased along the highway, rock slides/delays with clean op and possible injuries, Spills (both hazardous and 
non) from trucks,
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1134 1906 Long range weather predictions warn of dry conditions for south central Colorado.  There will be forest fires,  Fire fighters 

and their equipment will need to use hwy 50 easily and quickly.  Hwy 50 is also the route to hospitals in Canon City and 
Colorado Springs for people in Salida, in the canyon below and in the Hillside and Westcliffe.  There are not alternate routes 
to Hwy 50 for fire and medical emergencies.  Christo's project on the Arkansas river will take at least two and a half years for 
preparation and cleanup.  Lives must be chosen over art on the river.

1131 1902 Should a wildfire happen, has anyone thought about panic?  Tourists will probably go up some of the county or sbudivision 
roads, which won't go anywhere - they are dead ends.  The tourists are not going to realize that you have put them in a 
canyon with no exits until it is too late.  This will make it even harder for residents to leave, and to evacuate in general.

1131 1904 The accident on Wednesday-no traffic, good roads, no weather problems - traffic backed up (road closed about 4 hours, 1 
lane for about 8).  Ambulance could not get patient to hospital; Doctor could not get through to do surgery at hospital.  
Parents upset they couldn't get their kids.  Those by the firehouse used their facilities and got water.  Will tourists carry own 
water and food for that could be a very long trip?

1126 1895 The Cotter company stated 6 to 8 trucks daily pass through the canon with uranium cargo.  How many more Companies due 
the same, and I am sure there are some who also do not follow the rules.  What if the cargo was even more poisonous?  
Where are you going to put the thousands of people on that day?  No evacuation is available, the Canon has always been a 
death trap…No escape, just sheer rock walls, and water.  No bridges, no exits, no alternate routes.  Fire, flood and 
hazardous spills will not have any mercy.  Who wver thought Katrina coucl be so devastating?  I am a Bank Professiona who 
has lived in Salida for 25 years.  I have approzimately 30 to 40 contacts per day.  For every 1 that wants it 8 to 10 absolutely 
hate it.

1121 1893 …combined with the normal traffic and other activities in the canyon (fishing, rafting, etc), this project would add 
unnecessary and dangerous traffic and congestion problems.

1113 1879 …a delayed response time is heavy highway congestion will occur.  Emergencies may occur that require law enforcement by 
police/sheriff or state patrol, fire-fighting and wildfire personnel, an ambulance or a search and rescue team.  A few people 
worry about wildfire and a terrorist attack!  Traffic control plans include emergency response processes and planning for 
visitor/traveler safety.  Both safety and emergencies are included in the responsibilities of the artists.  Details are in the 
project description.  The plan seems to be well thought out and coordinated.  The artists are planning with experts in the 
cities, counties, state and federal agencies.  I believe the positive impacts of the project far outweigh the negative.  People 
from around the world will come, and take home with them a wonderful memory/image of our beautiful, unique Colorado.

1113 1883 Provide slow speeds, especially where pedestrians mingle with vehicles.  Very slow speeds 10 mph will make a total travel 
time of 4 hours through the entire 40 miles of road.  Provide normal speeds at limited places and times.  No vehicles stops 
or parking along the entire 40 miles of the artwork.  Small groups of vehicles with space between.  Local residents with a 
windshield sticker use their autos anytime.  Plan for timed groups and small numbers of vehicles.  Here is why: People will 
have a clear view of the river and artwork and the space.  In addition, equally important, crowded roads make drivers behave 
badly.  Limit the size of vehicles groups..ideally 6-10 vehicles.
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1111 2241 There aren't that many areas to pull off and get out and look at this are work.  It would be dangerous especially on the road.  

We have enough accidents without this!

1111 2240 It would be considered a hazard relating to traffic problems and increase accidents by the "looky-loos" that travel the "River 
Road"

1109 1874 The over the river project is going to put a lot of people in danger.  The highway is already dangerous enough.  People do 
not need any more distractions.

1103 1870 The "Over the River" project is scheduled to have a lengthy construction period, a two week presentation time, and a 
demolition period.  During this time, expecially the presentation period, from Canon city to Salida, expecially the 40 mile 
section of US Hwy 50 from Parkdale to Wellsville, will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county 
roads and driveways.  This is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county roads and driveways.  This is 
extremely dangerous for residents, emergency vehicles, and commodity vehicles such as water, fuel, food and mail parcels 
to travel.  This highway is the only appropriate route from Pueblo, Southern Colorado Springs, and Canon City to the Salida 
area.  To have the commodities that need to enter Salida or anywhere in between Canon City and Salida go by an alternate 
route will raise the already high fuel cost or possible not be delivered at all.

1102 1867 I am a full time resident of Chaffee County living near hwy 285 about 10 miles north of Salida.  The proposed Christo project 
on the Arkansas River requires a full EIS, per NEPA regulations.  The proposed project has a potential for significant 
evnironmental impact and a public controversy over the potential risks, adverse impacts and benefits of the project is 
abundantly evident.  As stated in NEPA, an EIS will be prepared for a proposed action the "significantly affects the quality of 
the human environment," or is "highly controversial with respect to the environmental effects," in other words when a 
substantial dispute exists as to the size, nature of effect of the federal action.  "EIS's shall serve as a means of assessing the 
environmental impacts of proposed…actions, rather than justifying decisions already made (OPNAVINST 5090.1).  The 
geographical extent of the action is extensive.  The extent of both the direct and indirect impacts must be considered.  Due 
to the topography of the area and the limited access to the canyon itself..as well as adjacent communities and counties in 
the mountains to the west..the geographical extent of the project's direct and indirect impacts could be hundreds of square 
miles.  The project's potential impace covers diverse habitats, including waters of the US, riparian habitat, rocky slopes, 
forested land, seeps, springs and ephemeral wetlands, and both grass and shrublands.  The proposed project will be carried 
out over time and involve sequential steps and phases which will compound the adverse environmental effects and increase 
the environment's and the community's exposure to various risks and hazards.
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1100 1857 …that agencies in general, are not paying attention to potential disasters or having workable plans and solutions.  People 

not living in the canyon seem to feel it will be a minor inconvenience.  It will be a major to those of us in the canyon.    The 
three roads between parkdale and Salida all lead to westcliffe, but do join each other in round about ways.  Highway 69 is 
only one of the three that is paved.  County road 45 requires a car to ford Beaver Creek because there is no bridge.  It is a 
one lane dirt road for part of the way and doesn't really go anywhere.  Access at coaldale, Howard and Wellsville is from 
Highway 50.  Another plan was for a center lane to be put in on highway 50, to be used only by emergency vehicles.  The 
person who suggested this plan does not realize the narrowness of the road, nor does he (she) realize how wide emergency 
vehicles are.

1100 2235 Do we think the potential economic boom will outweigh the cost of a potential disaster?

1100 1865 I have been told by a local agency that I ned to trust the government on this.  With the thoughts of Katrina survivors in mind, 
I guess that means after a two year disruption of my life, I can expect to be huddled with the masses in a place where the 
restrooms don't work, starved, dehydrated, raped and mugged for a week or more until a working plan is developed, 
assuming I have lived through the ordeal.  Do you really want to create a man made Katrina type disaster?

1100 1862 Are not the federal agencies supposed to be looking out for the safety of the American citizens and their environment?  
Specifically, should not the residents of this canyon (people and animals) deserve any consideration?     Why haven't the 
agencies put a stop to this right now and tell Christo he has to discontinue the project or move it to a safer place?

1100 2236 How much is one life worth?  Or property or animals?

1100 2234 The Bighorn sheep Canyon is a boxed canyon with no off ramps.  It is a narrow, two lane, mountain highway with speed 
limits of 45-55 mph.  Although Christo only plans on draping about 7 miles of a 45 mile stretch of the canyon, the canyon 
itself is about 60 miles long.  …there are in reality, no alternative routes.

1098 2233 Every time we have a freeze several large rocks land on highway 50.  This tells me that the rock formations around here are 
fairly fragile.  How will they do with machinery drilling holes and distrupting the environment?

1091 1849 What makes them think the "Walls" where they anchor them will hold.

1085 1836 On Wednesday, February 15 there was a rollover on highway 50 near Howard of a truck carrying uranium ore.  The truck 
was overweight and there was improper driving on a mountain road.  Officials said no ore reached the Arkansas River.  The 
highway was tied up for hours and the ore was a health hazard.  This rollover might have turned out very disastrous for 
people in Canon city as they get their water from the river, and Florence gets part of their water there.  Because the highway 
was shut down temporarily and open one lane part of the time, this definitely casued problems for people traveling and living 
along highway 50.  One couple in the area had to drive over three hours to get home from Salida because of the accident.  
With all the proposed traffic during the "Over the River" project something like this might happen.  Even an accident 
involving cars has a good chance of causing a shutdown of the highway.  Then on top of that is getting emergency 
equipment in and out quickly.  The welfare and safety of people in western Fremont County and the many tourists going 
through the area over the three year period is very important.
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1083 1834 This is in reference to the tanker truck that overturned last Wed. by Swissvale.  Do you recall how many hours the canyon 

was closed due to that accident?  People who work in Salida and live in Howard, Cotopaxi and Coaldale did not arrive at 
their homes until 9:30 p.m. due to closurers.  This is a prime example of what can happen during the work before and during 
the project itself, and afterwords during the clean-up and restoration of the grounds back to their natural state.

1083 1835 Emergency medical response, danger to bald eagles, and invironmental issues with trash and porta potties.

1080 2229 I am referring, of course, to the uranium ore spill in the canyon near Swissvale.  It served as an excellent example of the 
risks we would be taking to allow a project such as christo & Jeanne-Claude's "Over the River" project.

1079 2223 Health and welfare is paramount and, in this situation, loss of life and property would almost be a certainty.

1079 2224 In a panic situation, when the road is jammed with people and there are few pull offs, how could emergency equipment 
possibly get through???

1079 2225 How the government, who claims to have a "Safety First" policy, can even consider such a project!!!!

1079 1827 I am a firefighter and EMT in Howard.  From a safety point, the Christo project should not even be considered in this area!  It 
would simply be too dangerous!

1079 2227 Fire and forest control would be impossible!

1079 1829 There is literally no emergency exit on Highway 50!!!  In the event of a fire, which is very likely since many people smoke, we 
have only Highway 50 for excape.

1079 2228 People who live in this canyon won't be able to get on the highway for hours, and if any emergency develops, the loss of life 
will almost be a certainty.

1078 2221 Human safety issues, the mountain canyon ecology, and the upper river's economic base are permanent realities throught 
Bighorn Sheep Canyon.

1078 2220 Should the distant voices of city residents weith equally with canyon residents and workers whose livelihood and life quality 
are deminished, or even endangered, by the construction issues that this art project demands?

1071 1819 We already have a huge amount of traffic accidents, especially int eh summer, because tourists don't know how to drive in 
the canyon.  People get frustrated with their 25 mph in a 45 and 55 mph zone and I have seen people pass lines of cars, 
even in double yellow areas.  Your proposal is to increase that risk by 1000%.

1065 2213 It's very risky to put a plan in place which is logistically strained during our normally busy summers without the addition of an 
estimated 250,000 more onlookers (the simple task of removing stalled vehicles blocking lanes becomes a large 
problem…how do tow trucks maneuver through a canyon full of stopped cars?).  Our governmental agencies are in place to 
provide that measeure of safety.
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1065 1806 My primary concern is for the residents and others who routinely use the hwy 50 corridor from Colorado Springs, Canon City, 

Salida, Buena Vista and all communities in between, who will be unable to conduct their day to day activities including going 
to work, receiving/making various deliveries and having readily accessible emergency services including ambualnce, fire 
and police services.  Their rights and safety which I feel need protecting by each and every agency involved.

1056 1794 My greatest concern is safety of all residents in the Arkansas River Valley.  Being a resident at Cotopaxi we will be hemed in 
for 14 days at the least.  My question - if this is only 14 days how long will they close one lane of traffic to start the draping.  
July-Aug is not speedie enough than again Sept. fabric removal.  It appears to me the Valley residents will be 
inconvenienced or be limited in activity for 3 mo. Not just 2 weeks.

1056 1795 One major accident recently closed the raod to through traffic for 6 hours.  Fortunately we did not have a need to go the 
Salida that day.  We who live in the area, know the swiftness of the river but people from other parts of the country have not 
a clue how fast a body can be swept away.  With 40 + miles of river attracting and inviting visitors to it - who is going to patrol 
(#1) be liable for injuries or even deaths to waders into the river (#2) insure safety for rescue people (#3). We have all seen 
and heard how insurance companies have responded to hurricane Katria victums, I am very dubious about the artist claim to 
cover all expenses for the project.  Will they promise the moon and deliver a falling star.

1056 2191 Other safety issues to address - our violent thunder storms with downpours of rain and lightening strikes and wind.

1056 2192 Visitors and residents alike tend to be very careless - July, Aug are very dry months and the danger usually high.  There is 
no way anyone can police all areas for lit cigaretttes, camp fires, or other items burning.

1055 1791 Fire Resp. - With the drought we have been in for years, it is frightening what this will do for "Fire Response Teams" trying to 
do their job.

1055 1789 Emergency Responders - Where I live we have several people with serious health concerns.  Its tough to get emergency 
service on a good day and no fault to these ERS people.  Yes! We would have helicopter service so they say.  Who and 
Where will they land a helicopter in the canyon on good days, not considering a high wind day.

1048 2184 This project will invade my home, severely impacting life style, possibly even threatening my right to secure emergency 
services.

1048 2185 My husband is on the Indian Springs Volunteer Fire Squad.  Would someone who needs their services get help in time, or 
would the victim's home burn because equipment and volunteers were impeded a timely response by the OTR project?

1047 2181 Out departments cannot fight fires in this area unless requested by the BLM to do so, and only red-carded personnel will 
then be allowed.  Many of our firefighters do not have red cards.  The BLM's policy is to allow fires to burn unless homes or 
lives are threatened.  Our dispatch personnel has been so limited during the past year that the board was recently advised it 
would have to be shut down if more volunteers were not found.
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1047 2182 The DMFPD has a tenuous mutual aid agreement with the surrounding fire department since the board does not allow our 

trucks to go outside the district.  The greatest percentage of land encompassed by the Christo project is BLM.

1047 1767 The DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping meetings as having "approximately 53 trained 
firefighters on call 24 hours a day" and "respond(ing) to any emergency or challenge presented to us".  DMFPS does not 
have 53 firefighters available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regualr jobs, miles and hours away 
from the stations.  We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.     During the past 17 years 
that I have attended board meeting, this lack of personnel has been a consisten problem.  No matter how many firefighters, 
trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is 
impossible for at least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side and river on the other.  The Howard Fire 
Department conducted a test that showed it is physically impossible to have a fire truck and 2 opposing lanes of traffic on 
the highway at once.  Photos of this test are available upon request.  All 3 stations are expected to respond to fires in any 
part of our boundary areas.  The only access road is highway 50.  The alternate routes for traffic presented at the scoping 
meeting included Road Gulch and Copper Gulch.  Those of you who live in this area know that Road gulch is mostly a dirt 
road, and the remainder, along with Copper Gulch into Canon, is chipped and sealed.  The length limit is 18 feet for 
vehicles.  These conditions will not allow the roads to be used as major thoroughfares; they will quickly disintegrate.  
Christo's website states that there will be 3 years of construction, exhibition and removal for the project.  It states that there 
will be road closures.  The traffic analyzers at the public scoping meetings stated that during the exhibit the Highway would 
become a virtual parking lot.  How on earth can our volunteer firefighters be expected to "respond to any challenge" off of 
highway 50 with these obstacles?  Fremont county Sheriff, Jim Beiker, noted river (boating) accidents, MVA's wildlife/auto 
accidents, tourist accidents (trying to get that perfect picture at the tope of the cliff), cigarettes being thrown from vehicles, 
campfires, bus (mass casualty incidents), and terrorist activity as real possibilities.  He stated on a radio talk show that the 
extra personnel Christo brings in to control traffic have absolutely no jurisdiction in this county, and that he has never been 
approached by Christo to obtain permission for the project.  There are no plans for emergency evacuation of the canyon in 
the event of a wildfire, flood, or terrorist event.

1047 1766 Please consider the following letter of concern presented to the Deer Mt. Fire Protection Board (a special tax district in 
Fremont County).  There are 2 board members and one fire chief from the Coaldale area of the district that stand to profit 
financially from Christo's "Over the River" project.  The fire chief owns riverfront property that is one of the proposed draping 
areas will undoubtedly be compensated financially for the use of his property. The board member who passed out the 
DMFPD information at the BLM scoping meeting, owns an art shop in Coaldale on highway 50.  He will stand to profit directly 
from the influx of 25,000 tourists to the area.  The current chair of the board also owns property on hwy 50, in Coaldale.  He 
as a member of the Coaldale fire department.

1045 2180 When all these "panels" start tearing apart from the wind that rips through that canyon and blow onto the road, how many 
car accidents will occur?

1040 2167 In case of emergency, the delay could cost lives
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1040 2168 The county wants the revenue from visitors, but it is not worth the cost of our citizens and our way of life.

1039 1755 Besides the concern of traffic and saftey, besides the concern of the animal's habitat that naturally live in the canyon, 
besides the concern of trash left behind from tourists, I have the concern of what will be done with the fabric once the "show" 
is over.

1030 1741 In addition to trash and construction debris, there will undoubtedly be accidents (construction of traffic) that will pollute the 
river.  In many cases these accidents can be disasterous and long lasting.

1030 2159 Many of the sections picked for the display are in terrain that make accidents more likely.

1030 2160 Negative impact from pollution accidents will be a lasting legacy that is far more likely to occur than successful mitigation 
attempts of prevention.

1029 2156 Construction or accidents that reduce even one lane of traffic make trips in the direction (either to Salida or Canon City) of 
the disruption impossible.

1029 2155 The stretch of highway 50 in the canyon is already fraught with problems: limited passing lanes, dangerous curves with 
limited visibility and wreckless driving.

1027 2154 There will be large costs associated with safeguarding the publc, the river environment, and affected wildlife.

1027 1737 Worst case scenarios, imagining total area chaos because of this temporary two week event.  There is always a price to pay, 
measured perhaps by some personal discomfort and temporary inconvenience, when opening ones door to the world.

1024 1729 …created major safety and commerce issues for the residents, tourists and businesses.

1024 1730 How does one get to a medical appointment in Pueblo on time without having to deal with construction and other travel 
barriers, especially if the person being transported is have surgery or has had and may be in physical pain?

1017 1724 …someone will be killed or at least be seriously injured in the canyon due to the distracting nature of the project and the 
difficult driving conditions in that area.  Even without the fabric, the beauty of the river and rock formations is hard to resist.  
Interested persons will come from far and wide to view the project as well as take pictures.  At the sme time, other motorist 
will just be hurriedly passing through on their way home from a hard days work.  Still otheres will be driving tractor-trailers or 
motorcycles.  Someone will park in an unauthorized area and try to run across the highway with their camera and be 
injured.  Someone will be rear-ended and forced into a head-on collision.  When these accidents occur, it will be extremely 
difficult to get emergency technicians to the scene and all traffic will be stopped causing even more accidents.  I am one of 
those "less is more" kinds of people.  I think the Pike National Forest looks its best the way it is.  I think that Grand Canyon is 
fine without a whitewash and the Arkansas River is beautiful without a scarf.
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1016 1717 I do not fear the possibility of catestrophic wildfire events (the event is scheduled to occur in the middle of Colorado's 

monsoon season)

1013 1704 Potential disaster could cost a lot, potential economic gain.

1013 1710 Law enforcement will not be able to respond quickly, even will a lot of officers.  More people, more vandelism, more trash, 
Road rage?  Could be very hot and slow.  School will be in session end of August.  Safety of children?

1013 1703 Public Safety is at risk not to mention possible, terrism.  This is a closed in box canyon. International event 911 might have 
been averted if the government had paid more attention to warnings.

1013 1711 Public safety, environmental issues and 3rd on disruption of lives in canyon (3 years)  Project could be moved to royal Gorge 
People could walk, not drive by, environmental impact lessened, tourist parking, miminal disruption of resident's daily life.  
Art should never endanger peoples lives and property nor disrupt their daily lives and certainly not for 3 years.

1013 1702 Safety:  Narrow 2 lane mtn road with a distraction on the side.  Speed limits 45-55 mph potential for many accidents, cars in 
the river, fatalities.  No way to rescue.  An amblance at either end of canyon can't get thru a high traffic area.  A middle lane 
isn't the answer - no room in places.  Highway closed or at least 1 lane - for 3 years?  Anytime is too long, causing delays 
this would be in addition to re. construction.  During 2 wks - will be impossible to get to work, or get workers into canyon - 
water, health care, trash services, mail.  Fire safety, increased criminal activity lack of response - too crowded to get 
equipment or law enforcement.  How do we who live in canyon evacuate?  Time can be of the essence, current plans 
(middle lane and alternate routes) are insufficient.  No room for middle lane, measure fire trucks, ambulance) and cars - if 
can't be done all through the canyon.  The alternate routes - county rd 45 isn't wide enough for emergency vehicles, in 
places, is a one lane in places, no bridge over Bear Creek have to drive in river to get to other side road.  Gulch is narrow 2 
lane dirt road, not made for lots of traffic.  Access to both are from Highway 50 and not accessible from very many places.  
No reasonable evacuation plan - CSP said they could clear the road (Highway 50) in 2-3 min.  Never happen since I have 
lived here - with distraction roadside and more than double number of cars (no guarantee cars will be spread out evenly over 
2 weeks)  Wildfire chance rises exponentially with that many more people in the box canyon (12,000/day) how do we 
evacuate?  Mountain Fire victims had only seconds when fire started.

1011 1698 …traffic safety (we travel the canyon daily to get to work), traffic congestion or people control (people are already bad about 
stopping vehicles in the middle of the highway to look at the rafters or the sheep), lane closures (will there be delays for the 
people who travel the canyon?)

1011 1700 ..adequate law enforcement and emergency personnel ( the west end is already lacking in full time protection and 
coverage).  …steps that will be taken to satisfy.
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998 1689 It was with extreme distress that I became aware that the DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping 

meeting as having "approximately 53 trained firefighters on call 24 hours a day".  The DMFPD does not have 53 firefighters 
available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regular jobs, miles and hours away from the stations.  
We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.  The DMFPD has a tenuous mutal aid 
agreement with the surrounding fire departments since the board does not allow our trucks to go outside the district.  The 
greatest percentage of land encompassed by the Christo project is BLM.  Our departments cannot fight fires in this area 
unless requested by the BLM to do so, and only red-darded personnel will then be allowed.  Our dispatch personnel has 
been so limited during the past year that the board was recently advised it would have to be shut down if more volunteers 
were not found.  During the past 17 years that I have attended board meetings, this lack of personnel has been a consistent 
problem.  No matter how many firefighters, trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to 
the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 
2-lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is impossible for a least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side.

988 1680 Traffic Control and Public safety:  Approximately 250,000 people, including existing traffic, are estimated to travel Highway 
50 during the 2-week period of the finished artwork.  This traffic wil be managed under a Colorado Department of 
Transportation and colorado State Highway patrol management Plan.  This will include signing, message boards, provide 
traffic control personnel, on-site towing services, location of identified parking areas, brochures, alternate route information, 
reduced speed limits where deemed necessary, and additional enforcement officers and equipment deemed necessary.  
Each agency, including Highway Patrol, Fremont & Chaffee County Sheriff's Offices, canon City and Salids Police 
departments, BLM, State Parks, will receive additional documented costs for providing additional officers.  Additional 
certified peace officers can be brought in (if determined encessary), costs covered by Christo.  An on site traffic operation 
center staffed by CDOT will be established.  Post Office and Corrections will be notified of schedules and alternative routing, 
along with wide loads and hazardous materials vehicles.  As determined necessary, bicycle and pedestrain traffic will be 
controlled in specific areas of Highway 50.  OTR workers will monitor the project site during daylight hours.  Private security 
will be provided for night monitoring.  Security will be on site during installation, exhibition and removal of the artwork.  The 
FAA may be involved to identify flight ceilings and traffic patterns during the artwork period.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude will 
post a liability insurance policy.  The development and implementation of a Traffic management Plan and the inclusion of 
these above provisions will provide for reasonable management of the increased traffic and cover costs of agencies 
involved.  There will be increased traffic, however, there will be no undo congestion.  Existing services will continue, no jobe 
will be lost, business will continue.

982 1674 …more traffic in/on the Ark River drainage.  …a disaster waiting to happen.

976 2136 The road throught the canyon is already a dangerous one with current traffic volumes, in part because of tourists lack of 
concentration on the road.

971 1667 ..economic windfalls, joy of experencing the art, environmental, traffic, emergency access etc.

962 1660 What if a wind ripped the fabric loose and it went into the river?  Can you imagine the impact?
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961 2134 And, just suppose that sheet went flying and landed on a bus carring tourist and covered that drivers view or maybe you 

were driving your car and it happened to you?

961 2133 What if just one of those sheets is torn away by a wind clocked at 96 mph like the wind that roared through our valley last 
week?

961 1658 I wonder about the safety of those drivers traveling highway 50.  The distraction of these sheets of fabric is one more safety 
hazard as people look at that instead of the narrow winding road.

960 1655 It will make my life very difficult, unpleasant and possibley dangerous for at least 2 years.

954 1648 Safety concerns due to increased traffic on Highway 50 which already sees its share of accidents in this area.

954 1649 Concerns of emergency responders in the event of an accident and concerns of local citizens as to the ability of emergency 
vehicles to reach their residences promptly.

951 2131 In the unthinkable possibility of a serious forest fire, one can imagine how difficult the situation migh become also. (As a 
case in point, I was delayed severl months, even in March 2004 while trying to turn onto Hwy 50, trying to get my husband to 
the hospital in a life/death situation).

943 1633 …the damage over the course of the project will affect animals, the river, and the jobs and livelihoods of the people living in 
the area.

936 1627 The traffic issue as the most troublesome.  …planning the traffic and public safety issues can and will be addressed.

930 2129 What are the safety implications for motorists?

925 2128 What seems like a adventurous art project has the potential to become a disaster under the right conditions and as 
protectors of the land…

925 1616 …should it be approved doesn't present a danger in regards to fir or wind damage…  …in regards to lightening and fires or 
wind damage to the project.

913 2117 As for helicopters, in an area like this they could cause more problems than they could solve.

913 2118 If one care broke down, and couldn't be fixed on the spot, would a helicopter airlift the car?

913 2119 If someone has a heart attack at one congested location, and the nearest ambulance is 5 miles away (or even only one) 
exactly how would the ambulance reach the patient?  Or how about the farmer who seriously injures an arm or leg with his 
chainsaw, 2 miles up one of the county roads, who is driven down to Hwy 50 and then what?
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913 1605 Are you personally prepared to take legal responsibility if a catastrophic situation occurs (i.e., hundreds or more deaths), or 

even one death or one serious injury.  Despite prior knowledge of the very serious concerns of this community.

913 1602 …or jeopardizes, the safety not only of the environment, including the wildlife, but the LIVES of humans - several thousand - 
who live (LIVE) here.

913 1604 If there were a fire in the mountains on either side of the highway Arkansas River, people would flock the Hwy 50…only to 
meet and be blocke by tourists, and the tourists too would not only be terrified, but stuck on the only excape route.  
…winding, narrow road.          .

912 2116 Is the Colo. State Patrol ready for additional patrols on these roads?

910 1600 Traffic control and public safety, wildlife protection, all manner of disruptions for the residents of the canon and a risk of 
wildfires all add up to no thank you.

907 1596 I am concerned about increased risks to humans and the environment posed by this project.    During much of this time 
there will be construction activity along US Highway 50 that will necessitate lane closures.  Such closures will cause 
increased risk to the public traveling along Highway 50 (not to mention the construction workers).  …closures as 
necessary…to insure public safety" the fact is that their project would be necessitating the closures.  During the exhibition 
period (and probably for the 2-3 months of fabric installation and removal) traffic congestion along Highway 50 is estimated 
to be very heavy (e.g. and estimate 250,000 visitors during the eshibition period).  Such congestion will involve additional 
risk to the public including potential problems for travel of emergency vehicles along Highway 50.

907 1598 …the public nuisance created by this project or guarantee no increased risk of harm to people or the environment from this 
project.   …a common-sense analysis of potential risks and benefits from this project.

903 1586 Highway 50 is often closed for truck accidents or convict recapture.  The project will do more for colorado than all the 
unappropriated state funds for tourism could ever have done.

896 1581 As a resident of Fremont County for 12+years, collectively since the early 70's, there have been many changes and mush 
growth.  …there are also many dangers motorist have to be aware of, i.e. icy road conditions, wildlife, rock slides, added 
traffic due to tourists-may who are unfamiliar with mountain roads.

892 2110 With so many tourists expected in the area who have no clue what living in this dry area entails, the possibility that someone 
will flip a cigarette or leave a campfire etc. and start a fire is huge.

892 1579 We attended the BLM meeting in Cotopaxi on Wednesday and I have sent our comments in opposing this project.  We were 
very disapointed that there were no more fire personnel there to discuss the major concern we have about who will evacuate 
those of us who live along the river corridor in case of a wildfire during the sheet viewing.  We had to evacuate twice when 
we lived near Pine the last few years and it is terrifying.  No Way Christo could handle that scenario.
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889 2107 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 

people who commute to work and to school and who seek necessary food and medical supplies and will threaten the safety 
and well being of my family, and my friends and neighbors.

885 1575 Beside all the wildlife and safey issues, I am very concerned about the affect of prolonged shade on water.    I do make my 
living as a flyfish guide on the Arkansas River.  I do know the life cycles of the aqua-life in the river.  I really wonder about the 
impact of prolonged shade on the water.

885 2105 The general wildlife impact and the traffic and safety issues may bigger concerns.

881 1572 I am a full time resident and homeowner in Chaffee county living in Salida.  The safety and well-geing of people and 
environment has been studied and reviewed to my satisfaction.

877 1563 From the beginning we have been concerned about the safety of this project for humans, for wild life and for the environment.

877 2095 It is hard enough for firefighters and their equipment to traverse this area without having Hwy 50 closed down to one lane for 
periods of time.

877 2094 There is no viable alternative for commuting - be it to work or to doctor appointments or for groceries or for medical 
emergencies or for any reason.

873 2089 The fact that much of the envisioned traffic would consist of people unaccustomed to mountain driving in the firs place 
makes the prosepct even more dire.

873 1559 Public Safety:  The increased traffic will inevitably increase the need for amublance access, fire fighters and police 
assistance, while simultaneously prev enting these helpers from being able to get to the point of need.  This would apply 
equally to the local residents and the tourist.  The Arkansas River Valley in the narrow in may places for helicopter access.  
What an evil-intentioned terrorist might make of such a high profile, vulnerable target makes me shudder.

873 2088 There are no shoulders to speak of and few turnouts.

870 1554 How this 3 year project (with 2 weeks of intensive public pressure) is not going to cause more unnecessary stress on the 
wildlife relying on the river for water and habitat, especially during the fire season and possibly during a continued drought?

870 1553 I am a resident in the area that will be directly impacted.  The people who will be affected the most by this URBAN project 
should be the ones considered.  We are the ones who have to drive the Route on a daily basis to and from work.  Who rely 
on emergency vehicles to reach our homes in a timely manner, receive business or personel deliveries without impairment.

869 1552 There are over 4,500 people who live off of Highway 50 from Canon City to Salida.  How will these citizens get to doctor's 
appointments, to work, to the grocery store, have mail, newspapers, water and propane delivered, obtain veterinarian care 
for their livestock, ship and receive hay (the event is scheduled fro July - August)?
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869 1551 How will any emergency vehicles get to a victim or fire with 600 cars per hour going through the canyon?

869 1550 What are the "traffic plans"?  How will the canyon be evacuated in case of an emergency?  Terrorist activity (this is an 
international event with 250,000 people projected to attend), fires, flood, etc.

866 1544 We don't have enough police & sheriff's now, if they are used in this project who patrols the city streets.

866 1542 …how can 2000 cars and hour, fumes from these cars and busses, temporary parking areas, porta pots, rescue stations, 
security people and vehicles and all the signs that will be put up=no parking, park here.  …all of these safety measures, 
traffic control issues, environmental issues, helicopters, boats, animal issues, tec sounds like a plan for a natural desaster 
like New Orlean's.

866 1545 This is 3 yrs and more of nothing but inconvience. Rerouting isn't much of an option-few side roads and even less alternat 
roads.  Take it to a more logical and safer place.

866 1543 …there is a boating-retrieval traffic plan.  In Aug it is usually to dangerous on the river. The water is low and the rocks 
exposed.  Are the boats going to be pulled by mules?

856 1535 Typically thousands of fishermen, rafters, and kayakers, will be under that curtain which is deliberately going to be placed in 
areas of poor egress and therefore the most difficult to evacuate.

856 1536 Let us say that on a typical summer day there are 200, well this is a very special time so let's make it 500, children and older 
folks who are floating under that curtain.  A typical summer rain storm begins to build, the winds pickup, "Oh that's ok", now it 
becomes hazardous for helicopters to fly.

846 1516 Permanent damage to the river, shoreline?  Land slides along river later from all this?

843 1507 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and the public.

842 1504 The artists have agreed to comply with and pay for all requirements of the Department of Transportation such as emergency 
evacuation, fire prevention, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety and hazardous materials traffic.

841 1503 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and public.

840 1502 Emergency vehicles and law enforcement vehicles will not be able to quickly assist those in need.  Flying a helicopter into 
the canyon to assist in emergencies is risky.  There is the possibility of a brush fire or other major disruption with so much 
additional traffic.

840 2072 Another major point against locating this project in the canyon is that there are no viable alternate routes to take for the 
many vehicles that normally travel between Canon City and Salida.  The only alternate routes available at all would more 
than double the distance and time of travel between these points.
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834 1492 We are well aware of the fiasco that the project that Christo carried out at Rifle Gap turned out to be and we are appalled at  

the idea that such a silly, pointless, and potentially dangerous project should be considered for our area.

834 2066 Out-of-state tourists tend to drive in the middle of the highway and we can visualize the problems that would arise if they 
were also trying to avoid traffic problems caused by the construction and looking at construction work and the project itself.

834 2067 If there were a reason for the project that would contribute to the public welfare we feel there is so much danger (not so 
much in the construction itself) in the way people will behave while negotiating through, past or around it.

829 1480 If the permitting process is completed and the artists are in compliance with the many traffic, safety, wildlife protection and 
aesthetic requirements that have been demanded, this project should proceed.

821 2048 The highway is a canyon bound two lane with limited pull out space for parking or waste and debris handling.

813 1455 I have been traveling between Colorado Springs and Poncha Springs nearly every week for 14 years.  …am always aware of 
the danger of driving a two lane road through a narrow river canyon.  I will travel through Woodland Park, Hartsel and Buena 
Vista.  As thousands of other people do the same; it is these communities which will benefit economically from people 
fleeing the traffic jams of highway 50.

813 2039 The cost to public entities such as CDOT, fireman, rescue teams, EMT's sheriff offices, etc., all of which already have 
overextended budgets.

806 1449 It would take considerable placement of cables and/or lines to hold up so much fabric SAFELY AND SECURELY in the 
month of AUGUST when the river is used by so many people.

806 2032 People who will be at risk for drowning---have you ever tried to free yourself from your parachute after landing in a lake?

806 2031 The high winds possible in the canyon would definitely increase the probabilities of large sections of this stuff coming down.

802 2022 Wildlife and Fire/Emergency concerns topped the list, Terrorism too, as this project is supposed to draw people from all 
around the world.

800 1438 We are very concerned that the Christo project poses a very serious and unnecessary danger to the people and wildlife in 
the area.

799 1433 Thank you for writing to the Colorado Department of Public Safety.  We are comprised of four divisions:  The Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation, The Colorado State Patrol, The Division of Criminal Justice and the Office of Preparedness, Security 
and Fire Safety.  I regret to say that none of these has jurisdiction over the matter.  I have forwarded your message to the 
Governor's Advocate at Natural Resources.
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798 1429 I am asking that your agency, as a guardian of public safety, insist that the BLM act responsively & responsibly before 

further considering Christo's application for his Over the River project in Big Horn Sheep Canyon for the following reasons.  
"performance art."  There is a time and place for it but Big Horn Sheep Canyon is not it!

798 2016 Please use you influence to insist that the BLM requires an EIS rather than just an Evironmental Assessment and consider 
the total impact, not only to nature, but also to the welfare and safety of the people in this area.

797 1427 It would be unacceptably dangerous to wildlife and the people living in the area

792 1421 The traffic problem is also a real one.  I have seen horrific accidents on this road.  That is a very dangerous road on most 
days without several hundred thousand people adding to the congestion, pulling over to take pictures on blind corners, etc.

792 2011 What happens if we have a big wind come up, like it did in Rifle Gap where Christo hung a huge "curtain" across the Gap?

790 1996 Some of the biggest hazards, from a rafting perspective, are a direct result of the Hwy and railroad being build through there 
(and in the Gorge!)

784 1407 Traffic control and public safety are two of the prinary concerns fro both the artists and the public.

781 1399 …there will, by all estimates, be far more traffic than the canyon can reasonably accommodate.

776 1391 The lives of people absolutely must be given equal consideration along with the animals, birds, fish and other wonderful 
creations along the river.  County Road 45 will be turned into a congested parking lot threatening the safety and well being of 
local residents.

775 1975 Within fifteen minutes 88 million pounds of ice and water is casts on to the curtain from above.  How likely is this course of 
events?  Probably no more likely than a 50 inch snow storm in Salida, or a tsunami that kills a half million people or a 
hurricane that devastates an entire region of the United States.  Think about it.  I live near Vallie Bridge and it happens.

775 1387 Let us say that on a typical summer day there are 200, well this is a very special time so let's make it 500, children and older 
folks who are floating under that curtain.  A typical summer rain storm begins to build, the winds pickup, "Oh that's ok", now it 
becomes hazardous for helicopters to fly, it begins to rain then hail, now the winds are really strong, helicopters are 
grounded, air and ground visibility is near zero, water and rocks are rushing across the highway - All traffic stops.

774 1386 After thirty-eight years of Law Enforcement and dealing with hazardous traffic situations I can't imagine the county or the 
BLM allowing this fiasco to take place.  Especially in the Canyon between Salida and Canon City.

774 1973 Common sense would, or should, be upper most in the minds of officials.  With the amount of commerical truck traffic, 
Hazardous materials and over-sized loads traveling up and down the canyon.  This Project is only going to cause serious 
problems.
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774 1972 The increase in traffic, the blind corners, sharp curves and the added danger for officers having to handle the traffic 

problems and eventual accidents.

760 1368 Emergency medical assistance will be impaired and could even cause loss of human life.

758 1365 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns fro both the artists and the public.

751 1353 The combination of Human Safety concerns and the shut down of ambulance access during these 14 days; don't seem good 
trade offs for the possible dollars that will accrue to the restaurants, motels and gift stores along the river.

745 1344 Are you going to make Hiway 50 a toll road for the occasion? …the people of Canon City and Salida don't want to pick up 
the tab for all the auto accidents such a spectacle such as this will cause.  Will you son or daughter be driving this hiway?

741 1337 As a property owner in the area that this project, I am very concerned with the potential issues associated with increased 
traffic, pollution and damage to the fishery and wildlife habitat.

740 1335 ..numerous studies showing the impact on driver and road safety due to distractions, construction and congestion.  This will 
impact the safety and lives of travelers on the state highway system.

740 1957 The Colorado Dept. of transportation Safety should provide an impact study and assessment prior to any implementation.  
The liability alone would provide adequate road blocks to this art.

740 1956 I do have a right to express my ipinion whether someone else's "art" will impact my community, my ability to pursue 
recreation and the safety and impact on the environment.

736 1326 I am also concerned about the area's ability to police the project.    …this will mean that people who cherish this fishery will 
have to put up with trash, traffic jams, and disruptions.

732 1944 Having sizeable sections suspended for extened periods before and after the official viewing dates makes this a much 
longer event than purported, extending all the issues about traffic, safety, environment, recreation and economics.

729 1305 Traffic control and public safety are two the primary concerns.

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…

720 1285 …the thousands of anticipated visitors for this project will make that road a "death trap"…and, to me, it could make the State 
or some other entity liable, in my opinion, for any deaths or injuries caused by the project I can certainly foresee that liability 
due to this project, when there is no shound basis…needs to be researched in depth before approval.
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720 1284 The traffic and crowding will be atrocious…Highway 50 is only a two lane, very curvy road that on many days, especially 

during dourist season, is quite dangerous.

719 1279 …at the height of the exhibition period the ability of fire, police and emergency medical service personnel to make timely 
responses to an emergency situation may be impaired.

704 1263 People are goin to stop their cars, definitely cause accidents, kids will fall in the river.

704 1262 The traffic this endevor could cause on the rivers will be dangerous to all and would undoubtedly affect the environment in 
an unnatural way.

703 1260 …the impact this project will have on the safety of driving this section of the river and canyon over the three year installation 
period.

693 1256 It will affect the environment, the wild life and the safety of those of us who live and travel this road.  I own a business in 
Salida and the majority of people I talk to feel the same way.

691 1247 If there is a critical accident, someone is going to die because emergency response will not be able to reach them in time.

690 1241 Large amounts of onlookers could cause traffic congestion, which poses a hazard on canyon roads.

635 1169 My other concern is saftey for all the people traveling that protion of the highway. It seems to me that the highway is 
dangerous enough expecially in the summer.

628 1932 We may only be able to guess at the cost in big horn sheep, traffic problems, or a wildfire.  We do know, however, there will 
be a price.

627 1164 I am concerned that the amount of traffic generated by observers of the finished project, and even during the years of 
installation, may create a significant safety hazard for people utilizing the river for fishing or boating as well as the people 
simply traveling through the area on the highway for other purposes.

609 1132 …hinder our rescue services.

608 1129 Traffic on the winding, two-lane stretches of Hwy 50 is significant at times.  Add to this, the traffic that could very well be 
generated by curiosity, etc. One major accident, would be one too many.

595 1119 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and the public.

591 1112 This project is along a road with minimal passing zones and viewing sites to stop and stare.

591 1113 Consider the possible death toll from head-on crashes or going off the side of the road into the river itself while drivers are 
distracted.
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581 1926 If you increase this time significantly with no opportunity to pass and others gawking at the project as they drive---talk about 

road rage & the potential for havoc & accidents.

581 1924 This is a main artery to & from the Front Range.  It connects thousands of us top work, important services, supplies, 
important business, our dentist, doctors & hospitals.

573 1074 Many river users intermingled with the tansient highway traffic.  It already creates a safety issue.

573 1073 Will impact upon all river users' ability to access the river safely and to enjoy the river.

573 1075 To further change the mix by adding additional "gawkers" is, I believe "to invite safety problems"

560 1056 If we get crowds up there that don't know or care how they drive in the mountains, what will happen.

544 1041 A colorful distraction while navigating US 50 should be taken seriously.

544 1040 Traffic along the Ark is always a challenge as it is.  From finding spots to park in, to the dangerous, winding nature of the 
road.

539 1033 Traffic on highway 50 will be dangerous.

527 1018 The tangle of cloth, debris from construction and cables are all serious injury or death hazards.  Boaters are very cognizant 
of rope and entanglement hazards but this hazard excalates that danger to a completely different level.  Area is known for 
high shear force winds.

521 1010 County Road 45 will be turned into a congested parking lot threatening the safety and well being of local residents.

519 1007 Under current traffic conditions the canyon can be a dangerous and frustrating route to travel.  The construction and viewing 
period of this project will certainly make conditions worse!

511 871 Fremont County emergency services (sherriff, fire, medical, rescue) are already taxed to the limit and even moreso in 
summer vacation months.

511 872 I simply cannont see how we could handle safely this many people.

509 863 A lot of rock slides closes on the way to Canon City and I would sure worry if I happened toi be stuck under one of the most 
prevalent places.

508 861 There is so much traffic that must use this road, even a small accident on this road can tie up traffic.

508 862 Your work will only make traveling more hazarous.
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503 994 Fire is another very large safety concern.

503 988 The scariest of all is the fire danger and not being able to evacuate.

503 990 The first is safety.  This project will put anyone and everyone traveling highway 50 at risk.

503 995 Concerned about TERROORISM.

503 991 Whe have numerous accidents on Highway 50 because of the curves, impatience of the drivers, animals, cell phones and 
other items.  We do not need another distraction on this highway.

503 989 Traffic would not be navigating a narrow, curvy, two lane road at 50 miles per hour, while gazing at the curtains on the river.

494 985 This is putting a lot of risks with traffic

481 971 Safety of US 50 hiway through the canon if road is over load with people and car.

479 968 Other negatives, traffic control, boater disturbance, safety issues, permanent damage to the river shoreline, etc. etc.

478 966 Traffic jams are inevitable and a burden on the public as well as emergency response teams.

477 964 The impossible traffic and the nightmarish complications from even one accident, emergency or forest fire.

468 956 Who will be policeing the area?

467 945 Hope no one is critically ill or injured while it is going on because I think it will be almost impossible for an ambulance to get 
through that canyon with the expected traffic.

463 944 Concerned about the people that will be constructing the artwork.  The canyon is very narrow and their safety could be in 
jeopardy.

453 938 And could increase accidents due to people trying to find a place to park or even just trying to see what everyone was 
stopping for.

451 934 Would be a logistical nightmare for the local authorities.

447 930 Sheeted river, which is bound to cause traffic and accidents.

445 928 Driving thru the Arkansas canyon is dangerous on the best of days and would be even more dangerous if the drivers were 
gawking at this usless distraction.
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442 919 Will we be sitting in traffic at a dead end stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting heart attack victims to 

the hospital?

442 923 accommodations for the local populace. How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping doctor's 
appointments?

434 905 It endangers people and wildlife

430 891 The danger of driving in the canyon. Accidents, serious ones, are not uncommon and I feel this project would greatly 
increase the odds of that happening.

425 855 Because I live in Coaldale, which is right in the middle of the proposed area under consideration, most of my concerns are 
related to problems of traffic, tourism, and medical emergencies

425 858 Along the 20 miles from Coaldale to Salida there is no real passing lane like those between Parkdale and Coaldale, and 
some of the most dangerous driving in the state probably occurs here. It's a poorly designed and often narrow, frightening 
stretch of road where people pass on blind corners, cross double yellow lines.

425 859 The river coverings should not be allowed in narrow places in the canyon where there is no way out and where anyone can 
foresee trouble with traffic congestion at times of car wrecks, rockslides, high water, medical emergencies, and tourists 
trying to see the displays.

421 848 Has the EPA been contacted on this project? Just think of the carbon monoxide will be released in the atmosphere from over 
ten thousand cars going through the canyon city daily endangering our children and other persons.

415 838 Vandalism & Trspassing: We own both sides of the river. We already have trouble with trespassers even though it is well 
posted

412 809 Ambulences, other emergency vehicles, and delivery trucks will have difficulties getting through the congestion in a timely 
manner with unforeseen consequences

412 810 I am opposed to this project because the Arkansas Canyon cannot safely accommodate the estimated quarter million 
visitors who will view this project.

412 811 Ambulence, helicopter, and fire fighting equipment cannot be brought in easily into this bottleneck.

412 812 There are too few turnouts for vehicles to park in the canyon, and only two "escape" roads out of the canyon from Texas 
Creek and Cotopaxi.

412 821 The debris could also drift into the heavy traffic causing potentially fatal accidents.

410 798 Who is going to evacuate the residents who live in the canyon in the event of a wildfire during the Christo project?
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410 799 Considering the drought we are in, and with an anticipated 250,000 more people in the area viewing the sheets over the 

river, the chance that careless or ignorant epople will toss a cigarette, leave a campfire or do something else to start a fire, is 
very real. WE would be trapped  with no escape route since highway 50 would be blocked with tourists.

410 803 There is no way they can alleviate the disruption to our lives nor save us and our homes from a wildfire.

409 794 The traffic related safety concerns, inconvenience ot local residents, and commercial commerce along the highway, during 
the estimated three year construction time period, is large enough to seriously question the Projects justification.

408 787 I am a registered nurse and currently am employed full-time as the school nurse for the Salida Schools. I live in Howard in 
Acres of Ireland. My biggest concern and objection is the inherent danger to people who are viewing it, and at the same 
time, driving Highway 50.

407 786 This is a public safety issue.

404 778 WE weekly drive Hwy 50 to Salida & howard, and we don't want the sherriff and other emergency personnel to have this 
added to their load.

404 779 There is no way to get to hospitals in Fremont County and Salida, when the traffic is jammed. We witnessed this problem 
this fall when a modular house was wrecked on the stretch around Cotopaxi and it included no injuries.

396 769 To my mind the biggest issue is traffic congestion and providing emergency services including law enforcement and medical 
services.

392 765 If animals are affected - we MUST protect them, if people are in danger - we MUST address those issues.

390 760 For the sake of the estimated 4500 canyon residents in particular, the safety and well-being of commuters and commerical 
travelers, and the protection of the canyon itself, opponents of this controversial, potentially destructive and rather bizarre 
project hope that congestive road failure will be prevented by the denial of formal permission for Christo's Over the River.

390 751 One accident, or careless sightseer, or one of the frequent rock or mudslides on any stretcvh of the 50-plus miles highway 
could form a disastrous bottleneck for commuting residents and tourists alike. Even worse, it would lengthen response time 
for an ambulence or fire fighters and their equipment.

390 752 Have you noticed that there are few landing spots for helicopters in the canyon?

390 753 And if a safe landing is managed, how do the emergency crews get to the site of the accident, which itself probably is in the 
traffic gridlock?

390 754 The project currently is slated for late August and early September at the height of the tinder-dry fire-alert season.
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390 758 The Bighorn Sheep Canyon road is a twisting, mostly two-lane road not designed for gawking and parking for photo ops. 

There are few real shoulders to safely accommodate even temporary parking and few formal rest stops.

390 755 Which is more important: hiding the river under a canopy-like "lid" or preventing dangerous and critical situations that 
threaten the population and the tourists, as well as the fragile canyon wildlife?

388 745 Any predictions for medical cases, police or sherriff jurisdiction, fire control, and hazmat handling.

385 738 We feel that the automotive congestion that would result could in fact be fatal if any type of accidetn occurred.

374 721 It bothers me that with a high fire danger in the last several years in this area that more non-resident traffic would be 
encouraged. I have seen countless out of state drivers carelessly throw a lit cigarette out of the window on this canyon. 
Obviously the increased traffic would also increase the number of careless smokers.

374 725 I also fear that we may see a ragining fire in the canyon during this period due to careless visitors.

365 708 As a nurse, I am concerned about the ability of emergency response vehicles to respond in a timely manner during the 
display phase of this project.

365 709 If a senior citizen in Coaldale has a heart attack during peak viewing period, will the ambulence from the HRTMC be able to 
get to that individual & transport him/her to the hospital in Salida in a timely manner?

365 710 If there is a fire along the stretch of river or in some of the areas around the effected communities, how will fire fighting crews 
& equipment access the areas necessary to fight the fire with the anticipated level "F" traffic this project will create around 
some key intersections?

359 675 Post Office and Corrections will be notified of schedules and alternative routing, along with wide loads and hazardous 
materials vehicles.

359 688 OTR management team members will have satellite phone service if cellular service is not available, in addition, to radios.

359 668 Steel cables will be anchored on the upper part of the riverbanks and suspend fabfic panels.

359 670 Anchor construction will involve 200' to 500' land closures, no more than once in every 10 miles. Flaggers and signage will 
be provided per CDOT determination.

359 679 The FAA may be involved to identify flight ceilings and traffic patterns during the artwork period.

359 683 An emergency response medical evacuation plan will be developed and implemented.

359 678 Private security will be provided for night monitoring.
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359 667 Studies of wind and precipitation have been conducted in Bighorn Canyon - Using these studies, all materials used in 

construction of the artwork have been studied and engineered by professional engineering companies to meet strenuous 
weight capacities, wind velocities, rain and hail loads, flame resistance, cable strengths, anchoring strenghts, etc.

359 687 OTR staff will be provided with radios during all phases of the project and during all shifts.

359 685 As determined necessary, helicopter emergency services will be provided and/or located as a predetermined site.

359 684 As determined necessary, additional emergency responders, fire fighters, and equipment will be brought in from outside the 
valley to provide additional emergency response determined to be needed and positioned at key points throughout the 
project.

359 686 As determined necessary, a BLM fire response team will operate on a stand by mode.

359 682 A mobile communications command center will be established to monitor all radio channels and traffic.

359 689

359 669 Anchors will be 3" diamater hole drilled in bedrock, up to 10" in unconsolidated rock,or as caissons buried in loose fill 
materials.  Anchors will be removed at the end of the project. Upon removel, the holes in bedrock will be filled with matching 
mortar. Caissons will be left buried at least 12" below ground level.

359 700 Traffic control, law enforcement, and emergency services plan will be professionally developed and implemented providing 
for continued, uninterupted business business transactions and day to day travel and activity for local citizens.

359 681 Additional radio repeaters will be installed to facilitate 2-way radio communication, paid for by Christo & Jeane Claude.

359 690 Law enforcement officers will be located on both sides of the river, along with OTR monitors in key locations to limit access 
and insure public safety.

353 665 Our only concern about the project is whether they will be able to manage traffic flow and account for emergencies in the 
canyon.

343 661 Traffic control and public safety - these are two of the main concerns of the artists and public

336 652 If the draping material is blown away as it was in the Rifle Gap debacle, there could be real harm to motorists, but also to 
rafters, fishermen, hikers, birds, animals and nature lovers to whom the canyon really belongs.

336 649 Imagine the rear enders that would be caused by gawkers.

333 644 My concern is the safety of US Hiway through the Canon if road is overload with people & car all over the road.
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312 616 Road closures for anchor positioning will impact existing pluc any summer tourist traffic between onset and completion of 

construction

312 613 Should the drape get torn from our high winds - how quick will someone show up to remove the shreds? It could end up in 
the river, & become a danger to rafters & fishermen.

308 598 All wire across the canyon should be marked before the cloth is in place

307 597 How will tow trucks get in when cars break down?

300 583 National is a hot topic. What a target this cramped canyon could be for terrorist activity

298 579 This is so dangerous.

295 571 Road rage - people already pass on double yellow lines - it is dangerous now!

295 572 The winds in this canyon are unpredictable & can be fierce - my concernd is that fabric or loose cables can be lethal on road 
or river.

295 574 What will keep the people from trying to climb on the cables & fabric?

295 576 If cars are not allowed to stop except in the recreation area spots - they will be trying to look while driving - accidents waiting 
to happen!

284 533 I have not heard anything about the wind that blows down through the canon.

284 534 Drilling holes in the rock is not good. The rock fall on there own and from the traffic on the road.

284 537 Workers will be smoking and we are in a fire band do to no rain. One butt will start a wildlfire in no time at all. This is a very 
very bad idea.

279 526 I am very concerned about gettgin emergency vehicles thru the canyon

273 517 With 3 yrs of construction/dismatling of his project

273 519 At each end of flag display a "airport type" search/metal detectors/chemical sensor with 24 hr 7day personnel to inspect 
each car/occupants for any type of threat possible to tourists and the canyon itself

273 516 Emergency response to traffic accidents and fires are only able to use US 50 as thru-way
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269 508 CDOT and State Patrol have no answers as to traffic, emergency vehicles, etc.. We need to know how they are going to 

handle things now, not after permits are granted.

264 497 It will make driving more hazardous for the next three years

264 496 I have a difficult time getting out of my driveway safely as it is

263 492 The local police are too few to handle the problems

257 484 Narrow roads, limited access, limited mechanicla equipment, limited human resources just to name a few.

257 483 As an EMT living in this area and a member of the Howard Fire Dept, my deep and honest feelings are that no portion of 
EMS is ready or equipped to deal with this ordeal

257 486 Hospitals at both ends are limited and overworked just with what we already have.

252 479 Emergency is a no brainer but a heavy storm in a canyon with no way out is inviting disaster.

249 477 With the amount of vehicles coming into a very small confined area at one time, an accident is bound to happen

249 469 I have been involved with accidents on Hwy 50 with TT-Units. Very little detour routes, the one route around - Texas Creek - 
Deer Mt is only 18 feet at the most, sharp curves where the whole TT-unit would use the whole road causing accidents. We 
have too many accidents on this road already.

249 476 Do you know what the TT units are carrying on Hwy 50 - Types of Hazmat materials - potential danger loads

249 472 The manpower to control traffic does not seem to be available.  I can't even get a police officer to respond to an incident on 
Deer Mt after 9pm

249 474 This whole setup has a very high potential of disaster.

249 473 All the fire and ambulence help in the area are volunteer help and response will depend on how many are available at any 
one time.

245 463 Any hiring of outside agencies to work in the Arkansas Valley Ambulance (AVA) territory needs to be coordinated with AVA 
ambulence services

243 457 With people looking at the curtains on the river, there will be wrecks, possibly fatal.

243 454 The bumper to bumper traffic will prevent my oxygen from being delivered and my being able to take care of my regular 
duties
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243 453 Hiway 50 is our only means of escape. This 50 mile road does not have many exits

243 452 With the fire danger so high and so many people coming in, it is inevitable that there will be terrible fires. Those of us who 
live in the canyon will not be able to get out.

242 449 Insurance bonding does not guarantee that victims will be reimbursed for damages, deaths, etc. It does guarantee lenghty 
court proceedings, which will bankrupt the victims.

242 445 How will any emergency vehicles get to a victim or fire with 600 cars per hour going through the canyon?

220 426 Hikers, fishermen, and others would no longer be able to enjoy the beauty of the river canyon but would be enveoloped by a 
carnival of thousands of cars, fumes, litter

220 422 Bumper to bumper traffic jams of thousands of gawkers for miles along the winding, two-lane canyon road would be 
dangerous…and would pollute the environment

214 419 I view ..numerous potential safety and environmental hazards

213 409 There will be hardship on any person that travels that stretch of highway frequently for medical or employment reasons

193 398 I can only impagine the disaster we would have if anyone needed to get an ambulence through there

183 394 The Arkansas where Christo wants to hang his wondrous curtains; that is the road is winding, narrow, heavily trafficked, and 
hemmed in by mountain walls and the river bank. Especially on weekends, road conditions are congested and potentially 
dangerous

178 389 Project will endanger travelers along the river

178 388 Project will endanger and disrupt the lives of residents

160 375 I worry about the potential hazards of extra traffic and slow distracted drivers in the canyon

160 376 It could cost Chaffee and Fremont counties a great deal of money to clean up accidents and loss of life

156 359 I expect there will be FEWER traffic accidents during the Project with the increased presence of law enforcement and slower 
speeds of traffic

156 365 Coverage for medical, traffic, and fire emergencies will be more complete and QUICKER during the time of the project

156 358 Reducing speed through the canyon will have a positive impact on everyone who uses Highway 50.
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151 339 An effective communications infrastructure including a mobile command center will be maintained.

151 334 I am satisfied with the method of installing and removing the Cable Anchors, including drilling and re-filling of bore holes. I 
am aware that the installation and removal of anchors is a lenghty process and that I may experience lane closures from 
time to time to ensure public safety

151 338 I am satisfied that a realistic and effective emergency medical evacuation plan will be developed; the safety and security of 
the public, making certain that our polic and fire protection have the manpower and equipment necessary to facilitate the 
safety of the public during the exhibition

148 325 We will be assured the maximum safety during the project

136 313 I worry about traffic & safety along the highway

132 310 Safety issues are not a concern

126 302 My biggest concern would be the human and wildlives at stake

114 287 Will the construction affect the public safety environment?

114 288 The construction and takedown should take three years, according to the plan; Wouldn't this affect these problems?

110 283 Are there provisions to utilize Right for Life?

110 282 Will traffic impede access to emergency vehicles?

69 248 people from Chaffee & Fremont counties that have to travel Hwy 50 daily for work, this crap will endanger their lives

64 241 It will also probably be the safest 2 weeks ever to drive the canyon. With added police, fire, and ambulance and increased 
cell coverage, people might actually drive the speed limit and adhere to lane restrictions

60 221 How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping the doctor's appointments in town?

60 226 How will the usual medical emergencies and trauma calls be transported through the canyon to hsopitals miles away, since 
the only route is Highway 50?

60 222 How are we to get food and water during two weeks of the exposition? During the 3 years of construction?

60 220 What about head on collisions between emergency vehicles and passing motorists?
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60 215 How will the variable message boards be enforced?

60 213 Can you conceive of trying to get hundreds, if not thousands of cars out of the canyon in the event of a wildlfire? The 
potential for massive loss of life is incomprehensilbe.

60 188 What about the resultant air pollution and it's effect on those living at altitude with respiratory problems? 6000 vehicles a day 
moving at a predicted speed of 15 mph will produce massive amounts of pollution affecting wildlife, humans, and god forbid 
there was an inversion of temperature

60 200 Road rage is another likely outcome as local residents are trying to get to and from their places of employment

60 199 the Chaffee County Sherriff would expect fatalities along the corridor as people attempt to pass slow moving traffic in 
inappropriate places

60 197 Local law enforcement do not have the manpower to effectively enforce the law along the highway, let alone in the 
developments that will see increased traffic in their respective neighborhoods due to people deviating from the traffic jams 
and wishing a scenic route

60 190 What about town and emergency vehicles, people getting from Buena Vista to the Salida Hospital; These tourists will hinder 
emergency operations.

60 203 Instead of giving times for how long drivers will be dealyed during construction, they give the number of feet involoved. Who 
cares what the distance is? We will be sitting in traffic at a dead stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting 
heart attack victims to the hospital

57 180 There must be the ability throughout the canyon to provide emergency medical assistance and evacuation

57 183 The increased number of visitors during the two week period will make it more likely that any adverse event, whether a traffic 
accident, a medical emergency, or the outbreak of fire will be promptly observed, reported, and addressed.

57 182 we will all be safer during the short period of time that "Over the River" is on display

52 170 What happens if the fabric tears as it did near Rifle and we have fabric down in the river? Steel cables and fabric draped in 
the river that could cause dangerous things to happen to wildlife and river users?

52 166 traffic hazards, mitigation issues, construction closures, slowdowns, safety issues

49 160 the potential traffic distasters on that winding, two-lane highway, the access (or lack thereof) for ambulences.
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49 156 cables make great strainers, things to snag and drown people - a lot of us kayak that stretch of the river. What if one cable, 

one bundle of rebar, somehow slips into the water, unnoticed, during the construction or take down? Someday their on little 
mistake (that one length of cable dropped in the water) snares a kayaker who missed his roll, and we have a drowning

49 157 How did they calculate for the wind? What if it gets really windy in Bighorn Sheep Canyon and blows down one of the 
coverings?

47 149 With the increased traffic and number of people driving along Highway 50 and in the area there will be a huge chance of a 
fire starting and there will be no way of escape it.

47 150 Unless another highway or road is built to allow people living along the river to use as an escape, there is no way that the 
issue of a wildfire can be addressed

45 146 the water's edge is lined with fishermen - dangerous

44 134 the safety issues for emergency vehicles

43 130 proven integrity of the artists to mitigate environmental and safety concerns

39 122 Where are the triage areas, evacuation areas, helicopter landing zones? Where is the plan?

39 121 Our agencies will have to respond to emergencies unrelated to this event. What happens in the event of a Multiple Casualty 
Incident (MCI)?

39 126 How can it be guaranteed the curtains won't collapse killing people under them in rafts or animals trying to get to water?

37 116 If draping material is blown away, there could be real harm to motorists

37 114 Emergency vehicles would be rendered ineffective or greatly jeopardized

35 111 Hihgway 50 is a major route for transportation to and from Salida and the traffic is heavy anyway during the summer months 
without having the added distraction

34 110 If there was an emergency - EMT personnel would have a difficlut time reaching the "scene" as there are not many places to 
land a helicopter

34 109 traveling the highway could result in massive traffic jams and numerous accidents

32 98 Our agencies will have to respond to emergencies unrelated to this event. What happens in the event of a Multiple Casualty 
Incident (MCI)?
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32 97 Few existing (western Fremont county) emergency services currently able to respond to traffic accidents, fire, river, or 

medical calls.

32 99 Where are the triage areas, evacuation areas, helicopter landing zones? Where is the plan?

32 100 If we have a fire in any of our areas, how will we get additional crews up here?

32 104 How can it be guaranteed the curtains won't collapse killing people under them in rafts or animals trying to get to water?

29 93 Safety concerns should be primary issue. How would this affect any necessary rescues?

28 90 We would be trapped by the traffic on the highway (if a wlidfire occurs)

27 84 A lot of idiots "dirve" and create problems and wrecks. If you add more and have few pull offs and one lane traffic, you are 
just asking for trouble

27 83 There will be more and bigger accidents when you get people stopping and staring at sheets over the river

25 81 Why put the general public, road crews, and other workers in a dangerous situation

21 75 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

21 72 Same letter as 20, 22; Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

21 77 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

20 71 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

18 61 traffic congestion would be a determent for months to come, flow will cause a strain on all law enforcement personnel

17 59 highway 50 which provides very little parking for sightseers. The added traffic will more than likely be a detriment to the 
environment as well as a source of multiple accidents

16 54 The wildlife issues alone should eliminate any consideration of this project (not to mention safety, traffic, etc..

15 50 the safety of US 50 Highway through the canyon if road is overload with people & car

14 44 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication
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14 49 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

13 43 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

13 38 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

10 35 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

10 30 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

9 29 the expected traffic congestion and safety issues

8 26 The potential cost in terms of human safety is too great

8 25 OTR would create a congested and dangerous traffic situation

2 12 ..negatives associated .. with traffic control ..road is winding, narrow, heavily trafficked, and hemmed in by mountain walls 
and the river bank. Especially on weekends, road conditions are congested and potentially dangerous; accident potential 
would rise exponentially if traffic flow is disrupted
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Recreation Comments Total Number of Comments 306

Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Exhibit Viewing, Fishing, Rafting, Kayaking, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1350 2546 The entire river valley will suffer from this project.  I know of several individuals who normally fish the river who are very 

concerned about the impact the additional traffic will have on the area.  The river valley is one of the few areas in colorado 
that is close to the front range that is less crowded.  This will crowd the area to an unreasonable point and I will stay away 
from the area.  My friends will as well.

1349 2545 The fish will suffer, those who use the river for pleasure will be curtailed.  Seven miles of fabric wasted.  Isn't that enough 
damage to the environment itself?

1317 2514 I am a private boater, photographer, swift water rescue technician, and former commercial river guide.  What if some of the 
fabric blows down and shrouds a boat full of people?

1289 2577 Fishermen will simply stay away as who can fly fish under tarps.

1289 2576 Traffic delays to rafting companies will no doubt impact their schedules for dropping off and picking up clients.

1289 2575 Imagine a heart attack victim dies in an ambulance while stuck in traffic.  A home burns down because fire trucks are stuck 
in traffic.  Or rafters are forced to portage because one of the thousands of cables that support the tarps loosen and drop to 
head level (very possible with the regular high winds in the canyon).

1280 2478 …and bring cultural and eco-tourists to the area for a brief time.

1272 2586 Art on Public Lands, as conducted by Christo and Jeanne-Claude, will be a positive and worthy endeavor, and I have 
already told Bill Dvorak that I want to be on one of his raft trips when the project is actualized.

1264 2464 For the tourist-related businesses along the Arkansas River, this will be a great boon, both long term and short term.  One 
need only take a casual driver on Highway 50 between Canon city and Salida to see the many empty commercial buildings.  
The area is still recovering from the impact of the economic downturn, and the years of drought and wildfire.

1258 2593 This artwork will be here for a very short time during which it will be enjoyed, visited and revisited, photographed and viewed 
from multiple locations.
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1254 2451 The Union pacific Railroad could add immeasurably to people's enjoyment of Over the River.  The railroad could bring out 

their historic cars during the Project for people to ride along the river.

1250 2443 I am a fisherman and my family, we appreciate beauty the Arkansas River and the fishing opertunities.

1234 2599 As someone who greatly enjoys the outdoors, the thought of the ecosystem and local wildlife being so affected by such a 
project is terrible.

1234 2603 Because of the increased trend in wildlife viewing, it would be in our best interest not to harm these animals or their habitat.

1234 2602 The same is true of birds that use the river for hunting fish.  Not only would the human presence deter them from hunting, 
the panels would obstruct the birds from catching the fish.

1234 2422 In a world so dominated by cities, traffic, and seemingly endless human presence, it is refreshing to have places like this to 
keep us connected to the natural world

1233 2418 It will bring my family from France, Minnesota nad Washington D.C.  Friends and relatives from England, california, Ohio, 
Canada, new Mexico, New York and northern Colorado are likely to visit as well.

1231 2416 The Royal Gorge Area spends what it can afford, to promote our scenic area to visitors who come each summer and 
substantially stimulate our local economy.

1204 2380 Christo is promising business owners and politicians in Canon City and Salida a huge influx of tourist dollars.  That's 
misleading.  A true tally must include the loss of income to long-term area businesses.  As a total community, we do not 
stand to gain all the extra money we're being told to expect; rather, tourist-based money simply shuffles from one pocket to 
another.  I, for one, will be on the losing end, as will the flyshop that supports my living.

1204 2378 The traffic delays both of the construction process and crowds of the actual disiplay period will destroy these convention 
outings.  The timing is too critical.  Itn's Spikebuck slated as one of the prime display areas?  So much for offering a relaxed, 
beautiful Colorado mountain experience!  Fishing amid construction? Parking? Then there is the issue of flyfishing under 
those curtains.  All prohibitive.

1204 2377 I am a full-time flyfishing guide with ArkAnglers Guid Service, centered in Salida.  A sizable portion of our clientele includes 
corporate convention groups booked through a major Colorado Springs convention hotel and another standalone convention 
center.  The format:  Guides shuttle the fishing equipment downriver to, in most cases, Spikedbuck, where everything is 
readied.  The conventioneers are bussed from Colorado Springs to meet us.  Any delay whatsoever diminishes the fishing 
time.

1203 2376 Professional Fly-fishing guide clearly describing the devastating effects the project will have on her business.  I hope that 
these two examples or business owners who rely on the Highway 50 corridor help you to understand that the "two weeks" of 
promised economic boom offered by Christo would do little to offset the damages that will be suffered by our local people.
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1140 2294 While this does not happen every year, viewing of the project during the last two weeks of July would increase the probability 

that sheep micht be away from the river itself and thus reduce impacts of those populations.

1140 2291 Project description indicates that the 6 to 25 foot space between the overhead panels and the river bank will allow both 
public and wildlife access to the river.  Unrestricted access for the extreme numbers of anticipated viewers along the panel 
segments will exacerbate wildlife, vegetation and soil impacts immediately adjacent to the project.  Public access will need to 
be directed to relatively concentrated areas that can be rehabilitated immediately following viewin of the curtain.  Hopefully, 
those sites can be provided on naturally hardened areas where soil and vegetative impacts will be minimized as well.  Those 
types of sites, however could increase safety risks for the viewing public.

1140 2289 Impact to angler use will be significant.  Estimation is that fishing use will be negligible for about one month the summer of 
this project.  (just prior to viewing, during viewing and until the cables are removed after viewing).  This impact will occur from 
Salida to Parkdale.  Anglers will avoid the human congestion created by the project.  Traffic concerns may deter anglers 
from access the river during this time.  May and August are the heaviest summer fishing months on the Arkansas River.  Use 
is four times less during the month of july because of higher flows.  The fewest anglers would be impacted if the project 
viewing was in mid-July.

1137 1919 In the CTF minutes from 1996, I have the initial meeting minutes, Christo's events drawing people as follows:  
Running Fence in CA 1.000.000 people, Paris Bridge 3.000.000 people, Reichstag 5.000.000 visitors, seems the 250K 
estimate is artificially low.  That none of his projects have drawn less than a million visitors.      Has Christo alienated so.  His 
projects have been steadily increasing in visitation, not decreasing.  In 96, he states a million projected visitors, and 11 years 
later only predicts 250 thousand.  Has this changed??

1136 1917 Float Fishing/Rafting companies unable to transport rafters to launches/pick-ups if project is during peak season.

1127 2247 Other negative impacts will occur from the overwhelming increase in numbers of people utilizing not just the area where the 
fabric panels are hung but in the surrounding properties from mulitiudes of hikers, mountain bikers, off road vehicles and 
campers that will dexcend on this area.  These other impacts will increase disruption to terrestrial wildlife as well as 
trampling vegetation and compacting soils that will reduce the quality of their habitats.  They will further damage sensitive 
plant species that occur in the area by trampling, plant collection, and via compacting soils.  We are especially concerned 
about the proposed time frames.
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1127 2255 Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens (Townsend's Big-Eared Bat subspecies)-This is state species of Special Concern, on 

the BLM State Sensitive Species List and listed by colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) as G4T4/S2 indicating status 
as imperiled in the state (as noted on the CNHP website, updated as of 7-28-05.  "Popultaions, especially in the nursery and 
hibernaculum, are highly susceptible to disturbance and have been reported to be declining." (Colo. Div of wildlife webpage)  
A documented maternity roost is located within the proposed project area and within a mile or so of the proposed panel 
location at the county line.  And it is located near a trail well known and used by residents of Salida so there is a strong 
chance this trail will see significantly increased foot and mountain bike traffic if the fabric panels can be viewed from 
locations accessible from this trail.  This would substantially increase risk of disturbance for this bat species.  It is 
recommended that the fabric panels not be located in any location where thoses accessing this trail can view them.  It will be 
necessary for engineering studies to be conducted in order to ascertain the viewability and location specifications.

1102 1868 The long term growth inducement of the project may be reasonable foreseeable.  The growth would take place in areas 
where water supplies may be in question, infrastructure is limited, public transportation is unavailable, roads have limited 
capacity for increased traffic and the economy depends on outdoor recreational activities such as hunting, hiking, rafting, 
fishing and birding which are incomplatible with urban-type development.  Socio-economic impacts of inappropriate and 
excessive growth must be considered as well.

1100 1863 This project could be moved to the Royal Gorge area.  This is a tourist area, where parking is available.  People could walk, 
not drive, through the exhibit.  Already being a tourist area, the wildlife in the Gorge area are minimally affected.

1098 1854 …a closer look needs to be taken at the effects of 2 years of construction to display blue curtains for 2 weeks.  I live in 
Howard, colorado and travel the canyon almost every day to Salida.

1088 2230 Even though the railroad and highway have changed the canyon, an influx of 250,000 people in 2 weeks will further 
dramatically impact the environment.  … people will not stick to trails and garbage will not necessarily be deposited in 
designated receptacles.

1076 1823 We are looking forward to continued growth in tourism in Colorado.  That is the plan.  As a white water kayaker and fly 
fisherman I find traffic on hwy 50 very bussy and potentially hazardous even with the improvements over the past few years.  
Between Canyon City and Salida there are precious pullouts and parking areas.  During the construction, display and 
deconstruction of Mr. Christo's art project traffic congestion will negatively effect current commercial and recreational uses.  
Local traffic has no choice but to use hwy 50.  How will increaded traffic congestion effect motor vehicle crashes and 
emergency service to injuries?  How will traffic congestion and parking limit fishermen and recreational and commercial 
rafting?  What will be creaded for state and local law enforcement?  Should we make a situation that puts life at risk?

1072 1821 Artists should have access as well as hikers, hunters, drivers, fisherman and developers.

1071 1818 You close down our mountains to motorized vehicles, but just because someone has money, you will let them strip our river.  
It isn't just two weeks of utter chass.  It will be months and years of construction.  The ones who it will make the most impact 
on - the people who live in the area.
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1067 1812 Transportation and recreation impacts will be significant simply by the projected value of users.  There are mitigations 

proposed byt resource concerns described about won't be reduced to the impact levels where a Fohsi can be granted.  The 
size and controversery of a proposed management activity is sufficient criteria where an EIS is warranted.

1067 1811 ..whether or not significant residual impact of the project may result.  An EIS, not an Ea is required.  Significant Benificial 
impacts to socioeconomics will result.  The class II designation will be exceeded because the project will not retain the 
existing character of the affected landscape.

1061 2195 The vast majority of our guided wade fishing trips (approximately 1500 people) are conducted on 2 miles of private water 
that we lease in the Wellsville/Swissvale area, directly downstream from the upper installation zone for the project.

1061 1801 Getting to many of the places where we typically guide our wade trips or launch our float trips will be difficult during phases 
of the construction process and nearly impossible during the event itself.

1061 2194 We anticipate a major increase in trespass incidents on our lease during the season of the event and traffic issues for both 
wade and float trips in terms of getting to and from the river.

1061 2200 Not only will we lose this business during this time, and in the process lose some of these customers forever, interrupt the 
powerful referral chain that this buisiness normally generates, and weaken the realtionships we have with other tourism 
businesses in the area, the setback from this downturn and I fear that many of our best guides will leave for better 
opportunities elsewhere - after all, not only will there be less guiding work but the conditions under which it will be performed 
will be compromised as well.

1061 2208 We don't claim to be more important than anyone else, or to demand preferential treatment or concurrence with our views of 
the project, but we do contend that the arrival on the scene of this new act should in no way compromise the integrity of your 
existing partnerships or the essential fishing experience that is currently being enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year.  
You have a moral responsibility to insure that the that our business and the future of fly fishing on the Arkansas is not 
compromised by "Over the River".  I hope you will give this issue your strongest consideration as you work through the 
process that lies ahead.

1061 2207 It is simply not right, after our years of cooperation with the BLM and efforts on behalf of developing the economic engine 
that fishing on the Arkansas has become, to push us, our business, and the greater enterprise we represent, behind a 
curtain of financial ruin.

1061 2206 Barring that, the artists should provide funding for a marketing/public relations package to be implemented at the conclusion 
of the project.  ArkAnglers will likely be in survival mode at that point and will not have the budget to fulfill our accustomed 
role as marketers, public relations directors, and ambassadors of the fishery.  It will take some years, even with funding, to 
restore the Arkansas River to its newly acquired position of distinction on the marquee of Colorado fisheries.
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1061 2205 As I have passed sleepless nights working through the scenarios and issues that "Over the River" brings to my doorstep, I 

have tried to triage the situation and look for a pathway through this for ArkAnglers.  Ideally, the project would not be 
approved and we could continue celebrating the real events of the valley - snowfall, hatches, high water, fall colors.  That is 
what I am asking for.  That is the best solution in my opinion, certainly for my business and the fishing community.

1061 2204 For one whose business has been based on relationships, I see our efforts to protect our business from destruction by this 
project as countered by the backlash that will result from that very attempt.  We are damned if we do and damned if we don't.

1061 2193 Aside from a decided slant to their aesthetic, the common thread to their response was a resignation to the fact that if this 
project comes to fruition, there may be several years ahead during the construction, viewing and dismantlement of the art 
work when fishing the Arkansas will not be an attractive proposition.

1061 2201 When I look at the financial losses possible during the time period in question and my ability to sustain this business and my 
family through such an expense, the potential loss of highly specialized employees, the blow to our monentum as a business 
and the years it may take to rebuild, in short, when I calculate that a BLM decision to approve this project will quite possibly 
mean the demise of my career and livelihood and the loss of the single most important resource for anglers in the AHRA,
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1061 1799 My comments address probable negative economic impacts that will result from implementation of this project.  I provided 

individuals on the ArkAnglers mailing list with a brief synopsis of the project and the addresses which they could direct their 
comments regarding the project.  I was copied on about 60 of the email responses - I believe that over 200 anglers did send 
comments to the BLM.    Such a prospect is potentially devastating to ArkAnglers and the essential infrastructure that we 
provide for this fishery.  I have worked as a frafting and fishing guide on the Arkansas River since 1985.  In 1992 I opened 
Canyon Marine and began outfitting whitewater and float fishing trips under permit from the Colorado DPOR/US BLM.  
During the 1992-2003 time period that I operated Canyon Marine, I outfitted trips for over 40,000 visitors to the AHRA.  More 
importantly, during that time I developed the first professional float fishing guide service on the Arkansas River and 
embarked on a mission to educate the anglers of our region about the great fishing opportunities on our river.  I have 
conducted scores of slide shows and presentations around the state, produced a 48 page guide to fishing Central Colorado 
(35,000 copies printed last year), authored a number of articles on the Arkansas for national magazines, and been the 
subject of countless interviews on fly fishing the Arkansas River.  During this ten year peiod of intensifying public relations 
and marketing of the arkansas River fishery, I merged my float fishing operation with rod Patch's wade fishing program to 
create Ark anglers, LLC and in 2004 I sold Canyon marine so I could focus my entire career on promoting and developing 
the Arkansas River fishery.  ArkAnglers has become the fly fishing outfitter and retailer in our region witrh fly shops in 
Pueble, salida, and Buena vista and a guide service that operates from Leadvill to the mouth of fountain Creek below 
Pueblo.  Our 30+ guides hosted over 2400 guests on the river last season and our retail/information services were the 
gateway to the resource for many thousands more.  Superfund clean ups and better management of the resource have 
improved the fishery - ArkAnglers has made that fishery accessible and intelligible to the public.  Because I know for a fact 
that most of the "buzz" about the arkansas River has been generated by ArkAnglers, I feel it is no hyperbole to say that 
without us, fly fishing as an economic activity on the Arkansas River would still be in its infancy.  In addition to my work on 
the river and as an evangelist for the brown trout fishery, I have invested thousands of hours in improving and protecting the 
AHRA and its environment.  I served two terms on the AHRA Citizens Task Force, one as its Chairman, and represented 
outfitters through the entire Mangement Plan review process.  I was a board member and Chairman of the Colorado River 
Outfitters Association and a board member and Vice Chair of the Arkansas River Outfitters Association.  I represented 
outfitters on the DNR River surface Recreation Forum, the Governor's Drought Task Force, the arkansas river bains SWSI 
study, and the Chaffee County Visitors Bureau (Vice Chair for three terms).  In the Rocky Ford exchange case, I negotiated 
new concepts in flow protection that have been imposed on Aurora to protec the Arkansas from excessive dewatering by 
exchange.  In the current Chaffee County RICD filing, I brought all of the parties to the table to discuss the implications of the 
water right and how the filing could impact the voluntary Flow Program (Negotiations continue on this front).  In 2001 I spent 
two weeks at the capitol successfully lobbying legislators to stop House Bill 1099, legislation that if enacted would have 
made it illegal to float fish throught private land.  As a long-standing agreement holder with the AHRA and partner to the 
BLM, as someone who has logged countless hours for the betterment of the resource and public access to it, and as 
someone who has put his heart and soul into teaching the public about the Arkansas River fishery and how to successfully 
approach it, I believe that when I state that the "Over the River" project is a potential economic disaster for myself and my 
employees, that statement should be given serious consideration.

1061 2199 Many of these guests fish with us multiple times in a year.  All of them spend significant amounts of money in our shops on 
flies, terminal tackle and equipment.  And the feedback I am getting is that most of these people will not be visiting the 
Arkansas in the years surrounding the project.
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1061 2198 I love fishing with you guys (or on the arkansas River) but I'm going to skip the Arkansas for a year or two and will come 

back to it when things settle down."  Our clientele has a large Front Range and regional component

1061 2197 In my travels arount the state promoting our fishery, "Over the River" has become an increasingly popular topic of 
discussion, mainly in the form of questions regarding it from my audience.  I have explained repeatedly that the project will 
only cover eight miles of actual river surface, that all of that river surface is located in Bighorn Sheep Canyon and that there 
will be no construction above Salida, that the project will only be "open" for two weeks, that I do not project any significant 
impacts to the fish or aquatic food chain,…etc.  The response that I have received through has been categorically negative 
and can be summarized as follows:  "I don't care where they're building it, that whole place is going to bhe a zoo and I don't 
want any part of it.

1061 2196 Again, if this were the sole concern we faced, ArkAnglers would make adjustments to our operation in order to work around 
the inconveniences the project would create.  However, the heart of our concerns at ArkAnglers is not the logistical 
challenges posed to us by the project but the fact that those challenges will largely be minimized by an utter absence of 
anglers wishing to engage our services.

1061 2203 The pyramidal structure of the Department of the Interior coupled with the national and international support for the project 
and the perception among local boosters of an economic windfall suggests that the project will go forward.  There is a ban 
wagon mentality taking root within the tourism sector of our economy which casts resistance to the project by a tourism 
business tantamount to a betrayal of the local economy.

1056 2192 Visitors and residents alike tend to be very careless - July, Aug are very dry months and the danger usually high.  There is 
no way anyone can police all areas for lit cigaretttes, camp fires, or other items burning.

1053 1784 This "art" project would have a very negative effect on our overall outdoor experience.  Hence, if it is permitted to move 
forward, my group plans to pursue other fishing alternatives.

1035 1749 I have fished on the Arkansas many times and have traveled along highway 50 when any bit of road construction can cause 
a rather major traffic backup.

1033 1745 After talking with many representatives from most of the permitting agencies, I have come away with the feeling that the 
main thrust of these agencies is to limit tha damage to the river, the canyon, the wildlife, and the people in the area.  The 
charge given to these agencies is to stop damage.  This charge is demonstrated by the closing of access to many areas by 
the BLM because of damages being done by motorized vehicles.

941 1630 The fishing, hatches, the sheep.  I can see many a Mepps causth in the overhead rigging, with cusssing to boot.  Swarming 
fly hatches curtailed by height restrictions and snapping nylon.  Not to mention bolts and cassons into the river to support 
this mosnter.

935 1625 The Arkansas River is a treasured resource for fishermen, rafters and others.  The project proposed by Christo will disrupt 
access to the river for no obvious gain.
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925 1614 …that this project may drastically increase visitation to the canyon as far as tourism is concerned, but there aren't enough 

facilities in the area to handle the influx of people, nor are there adequate highways in the area.

925 1615 …recreational rafter traffic of summer combined with fisherman and normal road useage creates slowdowns, but add a few 
hundred more cars to the traffic flow because of the art project and you may well have a traffic jam from Canon City to Salida.

924 1612 I own a piece of property in Howard Colorado.  I enjoy fishing this river quite a bit and I feel this would greatly hinder my 
ability to fish the river.

918 1608 A friend of mine and I have visited the Arkansas to enjoy the magnificent trout fishing and western scenery every summer for 
several years.  It will be quite disruptive for the fishermen.

915 1606 The ecosystem of our rivers is being stressed enough these days with just the pressures of sportsmen.

915 2122 This project by Christo will bring hundreds more people to the banks of the Arkansas working, cutting into the rock, 
disturbing the fish and other wildlife, and doing other thins that are not good for the environment.

893 1580 …traffic, it is already a dangerous road and to put thousands of cars on it with very limited places for people to pull over 
seems very irresponsable.  The river through there is famous for fishing, rafting and the beautiful scenery.

886 1576 As an ardent fly fisherman with a second home in Salida, I spend many days each year on the Arkansas-mosely fishing, and 
some guiding, helping out a local fly shop when they get busy.

875 1561 I am a fly fisherman who has enjoyed fishing the Arkansas River on a very regular basis since 1992.  I now live in Florence, 
CO.

873 1560 Recreation:  I have been accustomed, over the years, to hosting out-of-state/country friends on river rafting/fishing trips to 
show off the beauties of the Arkansas Valley and the surrounding area.

866 1543 …there is a boating-retrieval traffic plan.  In Aug it is usually to dangerous on the river. The water is low and the rocks 
exposed.  Are the boats going to be pulled by mules?

863 1540 I fly out to Colorado Springs several times a year for uncrowded and pristine fly fishing on the lower Arkansas River 
upstream and downstream from Texas Creek.  If you approve this ludicrous plan, I will take my tourist dollars up to Fort 
collins and the Cache Le Poudre river or down to new Mexico and the cimarron River.

861 1539 As a fly fisherman and environmentalist, I believe the Arkansas is one of the last beautiful rivers that can be reached by front 
range anglers, naturalists, etc to seek solitude and enjoy.  …the damage that will be done to the stream banks, stream beds, 
pollution, etc.

860 1538 …this may not pose a significant threat to the health of the river, it does threaten the enjoyment of the river users.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 9 of 26Recreation Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
860 2086 The proposed stretch of river is an amazing fishery that has its own natural beauty that will become unappealing and difficult 

to use.

860 2085 For fisherman this will greatly impact their use and pleasure of the river.

860 2084 Ths increase in traffic and disturbance along the river will degrade the experience of river users for several years.

856 1535 Typically thousands of fishermen, rafters, and kayakers, will be under that curtain which is deliberately going to be placed in 
areas of poor egress and therefore the most difficult to evacuate.

853 1526 ..how we are going to enjoy rafting, kayaking and fishing on the Arkansas River with all that fabric stretched over the stream?

847 2078 The bank s of the river being trampled upon and broken by cable anchors, birds panicking when caught in the panels, cars, 
buses, and RVs crashing into one another as the "viewing" takes place - how can this be worth it?

830 1481 I know this reach of the Arkansas River intimately for many years of paddling it by kayak, hiking the lands along the river, as 
well as from traveling the highway.  I have raised a daughter to be both a user of public lands and also to be a steward or 
keeper of thos lands as well.  I have been firefighter and ambulance EMT for twenty years.  Given that perspective, I can see 
many impacts from the Project.

828 1477 This project will NOT enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River OR be of ANY benefit to our community.

828 2053 It will NOT give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land OR the friendliness our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

826 1474 This project will help people from all over the world to understand and enjoy the natural beauty of this part of Colorado.

825 1473 I frequently fish the Arkansas River and would decline from visiting the area if the project is approved.  The Arkansas River 
valley is beautiful natural place on its own right without any help from the French "artist".

823 1471 The resource that Coloradans are most short on is access to the river.  The only real concern I have with this piece of land is 
that if you floated the river, there are no convenient take out points.

823 2051 I would probably be fine with the deal if we could maintain the current take out point.

823 2052 I have fished the BLM piece near trout road, and while not large, it is picturesque, and when the fishing is good (during 
spawns especially) the fishing is fantastic.

820 1467 This River has been an area of much enjoyment to me both for fishing and for quiet nature of life in Salida.  When I lived in 
Colorado, I made many trips a year to fish the river.  Even though I have been away for 2 years, my 2-3 trips a year bring me 
back to the Arkansas.  Once this project begins, I will not include that destination on my itimerary.
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820 2047 Do we really think the big horn sheep and the fishery and the caddis hatch will thrive amongst the construction, traffic, and 

sight-seers who will certainly leave their abuse upon the landscape?

819 1466 Some thought in regards to the local economy and what affect it may impact that economy.  I personally fish the Arkansas at 
Salida 2 time a years.  I spend lots of money while I'm there at restaurants, fly shop, convenient stores, and retail stores.  I'm 
not the only one.  Usually while I'm in Salida, I may see a hundred or more fly fisherman who is enjoying the area mentions 
above.  This area is a very poplual fish spot.

819 2046 It would change my decision on whether I would fish that area during the time of the art installation, showing and 
dismantling.  I go to get away not to be moved away due to some activity that can be prevented.

818 1465 As a fisherman, it's hard enough to find solitude on the Arkansas.

812 1454 During the summer months I fish the Arkansas River every opportunity I am afforded because of my job.  In some ways I am 
fortunate because I am able to take off several consecutive days a few times during the summer.

812 2035 I have not seen anything that makes me believe that I will be able to use a fly rod under that canopy.

812 2037 My fishing time is more important to me.  I have heard nothing that indicates this momentary quest for notoriety on their part 
will have any lasting positive benefit to the state or counties in which this imposition will take place.

812 2034 I am very concerned about access to the river if this project is allowed.

808 1451 Has anyone suggested using the Railroad tracks as a conveyance for sightseekers?

806 1450 It will diminish the rafters appreciation of the canyon as they look upward.  It is very hard for me to believe that the State of 
Colorado will ever consent to such a project.

806 2032 People who will be at risk for drowning---have you ever tried to free yourself from your parachute after landing in a lake?

801 2019 My wife, son, grandson and I have visited this river and consider it to be one of the most accesible brown trout fisheries.

801 2020 We are greatly concerned about the negative impact that this proposed art installation will have on the desirability and 
accessibility of the river for anglers in the years ahead.

801 2021 Because of expected traffic and crowding that this project will generate, we would not consider the Arkansas River as a 
legitimate angling destination.
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799 1434 As a licensed fisherman, I am opposed to this project because it will exclude me from fishing the public areas of the 

Arkansas River.  If it was install on privat  land only.  I am 63 years old and fish the Arkansas may days throughout the year 
and have done so since 1988 when I started fly fishing.  Many Colorado citizens travel to this area of the Arkansas river for 
their enjoyment.

799 1436 As a fly-fisherman, the cables would be very restrictive until they are removed.  I'm sure the cables will be in place more than 
several months.  I'm concerned about the material, from boring holes for supports, being washed into the river during some 
of our localized rain storms.  This could effect the spawning of the brown trout.  Part of the great experience fishing the river 
is viewing the wildlife when the come to the river for water and grazing.  I see sheep and deer on almost every trip.  I know 
that this will not continue when the construction takes place.

799 1437 I don't believe that this project is in the best interest of the average Colorado resident that uses the Arkansas river for 
recreation.

795 2013 Additional operations of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.

794 1425 I escape the city twice a year for the wilderness, to clear my mind & get re-centered.  If I wanted to huddle under the covers-I 
would do so at home!  I prefer to enjoy the outdoors as they are & should remain-free, clean, clear & as untouched by man 
as possible.

794 1424 I have always treasured the few hours I spend every Spring & Fall on the Arkansas, fishing these very waters which will be 
covered, literally & figuratively, by the Christo Project.

792 1422 The section for Salida to Ricon is one of my favoite sections to float.  The experience of casting to Arkansas brown trout 
under a fabric ceiling would be unique.

792 1420 I am a fly fisher and river rafter that uses the Arkansas River corridor year round for over 25 years.  I am primarily concerned 
about the imapct on the environment.

790 1996 Some of the biggest hazards, from a rafting perspective, are a direct result of the Hwy and railroad being build through there 
(and in the Gorge!)

789 1412 I have been fly fishing for 30 years now and I am not dismayed nor upset with this project.

788 1987 The climate of this area is challenging enough for them; then add rafting and kayaking, fishing, the occasional vehicle that 
plunges into the river, and the everyday traffic, to mention only a few of the ways humans impact the river and surrounding 
area.

788 1986 Animals, birds, fish and other inhabitants of the river are very sensitive to the influences of human activity.
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784 1406 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.

781 1397 I'm a frequent fisherman and rafter on the Arkansas river.  This river and canyon are treasures for all of Colorado.  If 
approved, infrastructure work, including bolting, will begin in 2007.  Unsightly bolts and perhaps other objects or spans in the 
canyon for two years prior to a two week "art exhibit."

776 1392 Hours of river use have increased tremendously over the past couple years and that trend will only continue thusly the OTR 
project will likely be the added load that will cause irreversible damage to the majestic Bighorn Sheep Canyon and the 
beautiful Arkansas River.  Please take a look back and you will see where we are going.

775 1387 Let us say that on a typical summer day there are 200, well this is a very special time so let's make it 500, children and older 
folks who are floating under that curtain.  A typical summer rain storm begins to build, the winds pickup, "Oh that's ok", now it 
becomes hazardous for helicopters to fly, it begins to rain then hail, now the winds are really strong, helicopters are 
grounded, air and ground visibility is near zero, water and rocks are rushing across the highway - All traffic stops.

771 1383 I thought that such a project might actually have merit on a river that has little to no sportsman usage, such as Fountain 
Creek in colorado Springs.

771 1382 I feel that the potential damage to the river, its surrounding environment, the ability of sportsman to utilize this resource will 
far outweigh the alleged aesthetic value of this are.  It is an invasive procedure that has great potential for harm.

771 1380 I am an avid flyfisherman and photographer, and I feel that the presence of fabric panels draped over the river would 
negatively impact my ability to enjor this magnificent river and wildlife resource.

770 1969 The area is already at it's peak saturation level concerning the of people in the area during the proposed are hanging time 
period.

769 1378 The crowds and traffic will render the river an undesirable place to fish for a number of years.  For just a two-week viewing, 
we will pay the price of many years of installation and a less vigorous similar period of removing the exhibit.

768 1376 It will interfere with the local fishermen and the tourism business in the area for fishing.

767 1966 This project will negatively impact the ability or desire of people to fish the Arkansas River because of their perceptions of 
the traffic and crowding issues in the years ahead which will negatively impact the commerce that is generated by 
businesses and in communities along the Arkansas River.

767 1967 Anglers, tourists, weekend campers and sportsman will stay away because of this monstrosity and the impacts will be felt 
outside the installation area because people will refrain from visiting the entire Arkansas River during this time because of 
crowding.

764 1370 The great diversity and numbers of wild life that the clod hoppers will drive off, prevent from breeding or murder while 
grinding the environment into the ground.
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758 1364 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.  It 

will give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land and the friendliness of our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

756 1961 It would definitely decrease fishing and rafting tourism.

756 1362 Living in Littleton, I make several trips a year to the Salida area to fish the Arkansas River.  Last summer I even found 
employment in Buena vista so that I could fish the Arkansas regularly.  This is a gorgeous area and the fishing is great.  
…this art display would make me less inclined to visit the Salida area.

755 1358 This project will directly affect my use and my family's use of the river.  We typically spend several weeks each summer 
fishing and hiking in the proposed project area.  The construction equipment, infrastructure, construction workers, and large 
influx of visitors will negatively affect my use of the river.

754 1356 As a fisherman of the Arkansas River, I feel the proposed Over the River art project will negatively affect one of Colorado's 
great fisheries.  Not necessarily to the fishery itself, but the natural setting and reason why we fish the Arkansas.  We fish 
the Arkansas because of its accessibility, its beauty, and bountiful fish.

743 1339 I am an avid fly fisherman.  What Christo has proposed is an insignificant impact.

743 1341 I've driven and fished the Arkansas along this reach for decades.  What's the issue?  I see absolutely no impact to my ability 
to fish this reach of the Arkansas.

740 1333 As a native Coloradoan, a life time fisherman, a register voter, resident and tax payer of colorado, I strongly advise against 
the "Over the River" project in any manner!  I am not against the right to express oneself nor do I have any particular view on 
what is are and what is not art, but,

739 1332 …certain groups will be uniquely affected by this project when it occurs.  The members of the Arkansas River Outfitters 
Association will have more contact with this project than most.  Our ability to provide the general public with a unique viewing 
opportunity is unparalleled and the experience will be unequalled by any other group.

738 1331 Due to the resultant increase in traffic and congestion along the river access corridor, I fell that the interests of ourtoors 
people who respect and enjoy Colorado's streams and rivers is not well-served by this project.

738 1330 As a member of Trout Unlimited and as an avid catch and release trout fisherman, I'm deeply concerned about the impact of 
the Over the River Art Project on Arkansas river fishing access and quality.

736 1950 I am also concern about people walking along the river bank and destroying the vegetation and habitat that protects the river.

736 1325 The amount of traffic and disruption along the river during the years of installation, viewing, and removal will destroy what I 
cherish in the fishing experience.
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736 1324 …a legitimate and world-class fishery will be inaccessible to both the fisherman and the businesses that depend on those 

fisherman.  I will plan to avoid the entire lower stretch of the Arkansas during all phases of the project.

735 1321 I am a frequent user of the Arkansas River and I fish there quite frequently as well as enjoy its natural beauty.

735 1323 …the physical impact the erection (and construction) of the fabric supports will have on the terrain.  The fabrics in order to 
withstand the high winds whistling through those narrow corridors must be anchored by cable into buried anchors or anchors 
drilled into the rock foundations.  On removal, I see what will remain will be many holes drilled into rock facing, and concrete 
anchors placed to hold the cables.  What, I will "see" as a continued user of the Arkansas river environment long after these 
artist leave will be the evidence of man and his mis-use of the environment.

734 1948 This will add little to the economic benefit of an area that is already a prime destination in the summer because of the natural 
beauty of the river and the huge number of people that the rafting already brings.

732 1315 …the degradation of the quality of the visitor experience.  Visitors to the Arkansas River canyon come here to escape urban 
noise, pollution, traffic and crowds, not get another dose of it here.  This is especially true for the flyfishers who value this 
river for its comparative solitude, quality fishing and extensive public access.  Who wants to fish across from trains and 
construction?

732 1944 Having sizeable sections suspended for extened periods before and after the official viewing dates makes this a much 
longer event than purported, extending all the issues about traffic, safety, environment, recreation and economics.

732 1310 I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live and work on the Arkansas River.  I am adamantly set against the location.  The two 
weeks of display I could deal with.  I wouldnn't like it, but I could accept it.  It's the years of construction and  dismantling that 
is the deal-breaker.

727 1300 …require a full Environmental Impact Study before approving this project.  I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live and work on 
the Arkansas River.  I live in Canon City during the winter months, and in the upper valley area between salida and Buena 
Vista in spring, summer and early fall.      Will the construction crews understand the fragility and importance of the brown 
trout spawn during late fall?  The fishing interest and government agencies spent years working together to protect the 
natural propagation of the Arkansas River's brown trout population.  It may be the environment gaining the upper hand over 
unwary people.  Some realities of this canyon are poison ivy, rattlesnakes and rockslides.

727 1301 The degradation of the quality of the visitor experience will bring.  Visitors to the arkansas River canyon come here to 
excape urban noise, pollution, traffic and crowds, not get another dose of it here.  This is especially true for flyfishers who 
value this river for its comparative solitude, quality fishing and extensive public access.  There is an aesthetic quality to the 
flyfishing experience that is difficult to quantify.  It isn't just about catching fish.

727 1302 The natural beauty of this canyon speaks for itself.  It provides recreation, scenic beauty, and even, for some, a rare moment 
of personal healing.  Who has the audacity to think they can improve on this?
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724 1297 I am a 70-year old voting home owner in Pueblo.  The Arkansas River is my "home water" as I am an avid fly-fisherman.  I 

can only look forward to construction clutter, visitor traffic jams and an influx of the most undesirable elements in our society.

722 1292 While Christo drapery is not goint to change waterflows, and it may not seriously damage the fishery in the long-term it is the 
multiwear reconstruction along the river that will have serious and detrimental effects on the river and its users.

722 1295 I won't be on the river during that time-there are other places to fish and to raft.  ..I will miss the Ark and the folks I have 
come to know in Salida.

722 1294 Customers who travel to the Ark form all over the country will stay away-who wants a fishing or whitwater trip through a 
construction site?  When it is all said and done, at least four summer recreation seasons will go by before the Christo project 
is over.  This seems to me to be a tremendous disruption and inconvenience to river users just for a 2 week display.

720 1282 I am a Colorado attorney, avid fly fisherman, seasonal river rafter on the Arkansas River, and skier at Monarch…my outdoor 
activities, including my wife, three children/spouses, grandchildren, and relatives from Texas, Arkansas, and Oklahoma in 
the Arkansas River drainage occur over about 10 months of the year.

720 1289 I will not go to the area during this time for fishing, rafting, and/or skiing due to the dangerous conditions that this project 
portends.

719 1277 My son and I enjoy fly fishing along the Arkansas River and appreciate the chances to enjoy the outdoors together in this 
great setting.  I have concerns regarding the potential impact of traffic and crowding along this relatively narrow stretch of the 
river and adjacent US Highway 50.  the additional stress of project workers and vehicles will have a negative impact on the 
ability of those who enjoy the river for fishing, sightseeing and rafting to have the access needed to enjoy these pursuits..

715 1271 …you will see a severe negative impact to the fishing in that area for years if this project moves forward.  I am talking about 
the fishing.

715 1273 …lead to a loss of use of the area for a long time to come.

714 1269 Trout fishing, fishing from rafts and bighorn sheep viewing would be partcularly impacted.

714 1270 I use this coridor frequently for recreation from March through November.  I use motels, restaurants, fly shops and other 
stores in Buena vista, Salida and Canon City.  I also do not believe the Arkansas Valley has sufficient infrastructure to 
accommodate the possible hordes of lookie loos who will simply drive through the area, creating congestion, air and water 
pollution and visual pollution.

712 1268 …disrupt our fishery, the rafters are bad enough.
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710 1266 I fish the Arkansas River several time each year.  The time that it takes to drive from Denver to Salida allows for a 

reasonable amount of fishing during a day trip.  With the disruption and congestion that will undoubtedly be caused by the 
"Over the River" project, I am doubtful that I will be able to include the Arkansas River in my fishing plans.

704 1264 Due to the crowds and disruption caused by this "art project" I would choose not to visit the Arkansas River for future fishing 
trips and would consider other fishing destinations.

703 1261 …the impact of this project on visitation patterns and specifically, angler perceptions of the traffic and crowding issues and 
how those perceptions will impact visitation decisions over time and the extent to which the impacts will be felt outside the 
installation area due to the disrutions especially during the extended installation period.

696 1250 ..the project that is proposed will have a negative impact on the fishery and on the experience of fishermen.

691 1246 We feel this is too large of a project to happen on hwy 50 (a two lane hwy).  There is hardly any parking for cars to pull over 
& view this maze of cloth--people will want to walk and take pictures.  How can this be possible?

690 1243 This region of Colorado is proud to focus on attracting visitors with exciting recreational activities while also maintaining the 
natural beauty and history of the area.

690 1242 I am a small business owner in Buena Vista and can appreciate the possible influx of tourists this project coul bring, but I 
don't think the tourists that are attracted to this area for what it already offers (rafting, kayaking, hiking, fishing, hunting, 
majestic mountain views, etc.) would enjoy seeing this sort of thing detracting from the natural beauty of the area.  If I was a 
vacationer visiting the area, I would be disappointed.

689 1236 I live in Alabama and travel annually to Pueblo on business.  While in the area I make a special trip to Salida to fly fish the 
Arkansas river and otherwise experience the mountainous west--this is the one time of year that I bring my wife along on 
business.  While in the Salida area, we purchase fishing licenses, fishing equipment and hire local fishing guides for 1-2 
days.  At the same time we stay in the Holiday Inn Express and dine at the local restaurants.

688 1234 The increase in people traffic would be very detrimental to the activities of fishing and nature-appreciating people.  I can't 
imagin that it would be beneficial to wildlife and the environment.

686 1228 …the project would negatively impact the experience of myself and others trying to enjoy some of the primary activities in the 
river corridor, namely fishing and rafting.  Both of these activities are very important to the surrounding economy.

685 1226 …fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time.

674 1214 …rafting, kayaking and flyfishing are all very significant contributors to the economies of the area and I firmly believe these 
activities will be severely and negatively impacted by the display of this sort.  I certainly will not be fishing in the area if this 
project is allowed to go through which means my recreation and vacation dollars will be spent elsewhere.
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674 1212 I am a Colorado native and have a very special place in my heart for Salida and the entire Arkansas River valley.  I visit the 

area frequently, primarily for the purpose of flyfishing.

673 1209 I am an avid fly fisherman.  Over the years I have trouted the Arkansas River specifically the stretch of river that runs through 
Salida, to many of my friends and family members who enjoy fly fishing as well.

672 1207 ..the noise, dust and debris resulting from the installation and removal of the panels and the increased traffic during the 3-
year project would negatively impact the enjoyment of the river by fishers and tourist, which is the main industry down there.

669 1205 As an avid angler and visitor to your area I am concerned with the fishing access to the river.  My wife and I will probably 
change our fishing vacations to another location if the project will restrict access to the river.

668 1204 That highway is the only access to the area from the East unless you come in via 285.  Since I know I will avoid the area 
during that time I cannot help but believe that all the businesses that rely on servicient fishermen and rafters will be 
negatively impacted.

668 1203 ..as a fisherman and a rafter I am concerned about the proposed "Over the River" art installation. The river and the highway 
boardering it are already congested and the put-ins and take-outs are quite crowded during the peak rafting season.  The 
amount of trffic and disruption along the river during the years of installation, viewing, and removal will have a significant 
negative impact on the entire river valley.

666 1202 My son and I visit this area each year for an annual fishing trip.  Already becoming crowded with heavy river and highway 
traffic, I can't imagine the impace of additional traffic as a result of such a bizarre undertaking.  If this event occurs we will 
sadly forgo our annual visit to this area and plan our time together at a less congested location elsewhere.

664 1199 I am a fly fisherman and fish the Arkansas in both spring and fall, as well as after runoff in the summer.  I am concerned that 
the preparations for the project and the tear down could impact the water quality of the river.

664 1200 Second, while the draping is actually in place, I know the fishing in the draped areas would be disrupted, plus the crowds of 
people would not only create huge traffic problems but, by pullin off the highway, could create major erosion problems along 
the river banks.

663 1198 …the influx of tourists is likely to bring an influx of anglers from other parts of the country as well.  Folks who may not know 
how special the Arkansas is and will hire guides and buy supplies from the local shops, if not that year, then in the years to 
come.

658 1191 I have been an annual summer visitor to the Arkansas River Valley since 1999 to enjoy its outstanding fishery in connection 
with annual business trips to Colorado Sprin gs.  One of the strongest draws to the Arkansas Valley for itnerate fisherman 
shuch as me is the ease of access to the Valley from COS vis Canon City or Buena Vista.  We don't have a lot of time to 
waste travelling to our fishing destinations or waste while we are at it.
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656 1189 If this art project gets approved I will recommend to my Midwest friends that we skip Colorado until it is made whole and 

natural again.

655 1188 As an avid angler I doubt that the curtain will impact the fish, but the projected crowds, traffic and congestion will diminish 
the quality of the experience.

654 1187 The amazing fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time, as well 
as by the extra rubbish and human population pressure on this ecosystem during the time of the setup, display and tear-
down.

653 1183 ..the project will severely impact the quality of visits to not only the "draped" portion of the canyon but the adjacent areas as 
well for fishing, viewing wildlife and for just enjoying the scenery.

652 1182 I am an angler and rafter.  The Arkansas River is usually crowded in almost any weather these days.

651 1181 The ArkAnglers Fly Shop provides guides tht practice and teach the utmost love and respect not only for this river but nature 
in general.

650 1180 It certainly will not enhance my fishing opportunities on the Arkansas.

647 1178 I see no problems with an impact on the fish and it might even ease angler pressure for a while with everyone looking at the 
art.

645 1177 I fish that stretch of the Arkansas on a regular basis.  I hire out guides to do so and practice "catch and release" fishing.  
Fairly evaluate the negative economic impact on the fly fishing industry and on us fishermen and not allow this.

644 1176 Fishing pumps a lot of money into the state and into the areas along the river.

641 1174 It is hard enough to find a river that I come to fish two or three times a year, a fly shop that treats you like and old friend and 
guides that promote the local hotels and restaurants.  I bring 2 or 3 friend from out of state to fish this area with me.  The last 
thins we need is someone to screw up the package.

640 1171 As an arcent fly fisherman with a second home in Salida, I spend may days each year on the Arkansas fishing, and some 
guiding, helping out a local fly shop when they get busy.  I just can't see how a project like this migh not have some impact 
that we can't necessarily anticipate in advance.

638 1170 I have been visiting Salida Colorado and fishing on the Arkansas river each summer the past 5 years.  I am inclined to avoid 
the area during the time this project will be in place.

633 1165 ..this project will negatively impact my ability and desire to fish the Arkansas River in the years ahead.
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628 1156 Access to, from and through the river gorge is limited to Highways 50 and 60.  These roads are used heavily by fishermen 

who park throughout the gorge and campers/RV's, travelers, and commercial traffic.   Should there be a fire in or along the 
gorge, the ability to move the population out and the fire crews in would be a serious issue.  Since this is a fire sensitive 
area, the addition traffic would certainly increase many times over the fire risk to the area.

627 1164 I am concerned that the amount of traffic generated by observers of the finished project, and even during the years of 
installation, may create a significant safety hazard for people utilizing the river for fishing or boating as well as the people 
simply traveling through the area on the highway for other purposes.

625 1155 The presence of the project in the canyon will likely discourage me from making the trip from Denver to stay in Salida and 
fish the Arkansas river.  I typically make the trip 2-3 time per year with a group of 3-4 other fishing friends.  We stay in local 
motels, eat at restaurants and shop at the area sporting goods stores and gas stations.

625 1154 I live in Denver and am a fly fisherman who enjoys the river and I believe that the long period for construction and removal of 
the project will have some negative impact the fishery and those who want to use and enjoy the river during that time.

624 1152 I travel from Missouri 2-3 times a year to fish this beautiful river.

623 1150 I fish this river many time during the year and the traffic this would generate is not acceptable.

622 1149 The disruption and traffic caused by the proposed art project draping portions of the Arkansas River in CO would negatively 
impacy my decision to return to the area for a guided fly fishing trip.

621 1148 ..the general disruption it will present to my use of the river.

621 1147 During the assembly, dijplay, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns.

618 1145 The traffic will hinder my fishing experience and the pollution will no doubt do some damage to the area.

618 1144 If the expected number of visitors travel the Arkansas corridor, I think that one of the most important fisheries in Colorado will 
be seriously damaged.

617 1143 My selfish desires to fish in solitude along the river coupled with knowing how it would impact the fishing tourism outweigh 
the possible benefits of increase in tourism to the general economy.

615 1139 ..it will have significant impact on the already crowded use of the river and surrounding land.

612 1137 ..it would bring so many people to the river I can not see how, as a fly fisherman, it would be possible to fish that section as 
well as many surrounding sections of the Arkansas.
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609 1135 I'm concerned about the tourists that visit and how they may treat our area.

603 1930 Perhaps some local contractors will benefit from the construction of the Project, but this will not at all compensate for the 
greater loss to guide services, hotels, motels and restaurants from the loss of buisines form sports persons who will just give 
up on the Arkansas during its installation and until after the Project has been completely removed from the area.

603 1125 The pressure on the land adjacent to the river, to say nothing of the presure on the river, from the crowds that can e 
realistically expected can do nothing but damage the recreational use of the eight miles of river over which the panels will be 
installed.

603 1124 The Project will make the Arkansas completely unusable not only for fishermen, women and childer, but also for kayakers 
and those who float the river to observe the bird and other wild life along the river.  I can not imagine fishing, kayaking or 
rafing with panels and wires overhead and the structures needed to support the panels along the banks of the river.  The 
entire experience of being "on the water" will necessarily be disrupted.

602 1122 It will affect the section of the Arkansas I fish, I will skip visiting the Arkansas River that year.  I am afraid others will do the 
same and adversely impact jobs and business in that area.

600 1121 The Arkansas is a great recreational resource which is tremendously utilized and managed.  I do not think it should also be a 
backdrop for a single artists' composition, compromising existing outdoor livelihoods.

599 1120 During the assembly, display, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as  a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns, etc in the canyon and the general disruption it will present 
to my use of the river.

594 1118 Many annual visitors will avoid the area during this misguided effort.

591 1114 This will adversely affect the recreation industry that is dependent on the river and force fisherman to skip the Arkansaw thus 
putting even more fishing pressure on other streams in Colorado.

588 1103 Part of the great experience fishing the river is viewing the wildlife when they come to the river for water and grazing.  I see 
sheep and deer on almost every trip.  I know that this will not continue when the construction takes place.

588 1101 As a fly-fisherman, the cables would be very restrictive until they are removed.  The cables will be in place more than several 
months.

588 1100 The construction phase will eliminate fishing in these areas do to the limited parking and construction equipment.

588 1098 This project will exclude me from fishing the public areas of the Arkansas river.

587 1097 I can't possibly imagine fishing that lovely stream with Christo and Jeanne-Claude's ribbons tied around it.
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573 1073 Will impact upon all river users' ability to access the river safely and to enjoy the river.

571 1069 Rafting and fly fishing and these pursuits would be greatly hindered.

567 1065 Diminish my interest in visiting the area if it increases car and foot traffic and results in stream-side disruption (noise, etc) 
due to construction activity.

561 1057 Ruin our access to a beautiful fishery and recreation spot.

552 1050 The art project would cause an increase in traffic and an inconvenience to anyone who wants to spend some peaceful time 
outdoors.

546 1044 Project would greatly disrupt fisherman.

541 1036 I don't want to be fishing alsonside construction workers.

539 1032 My fishing days will drop to zero before, during and shortly after the fabric panels are in place.

533 1026 This exhibit will have a significant negative impace on accessiblity and fishability of the river.

527 1020 Will the river management plan be modified to prevent the possibility of exceeding capacities or will this be treated as a 
special two-week event and be given unlimited river use capacities?  Either scenario has specific negative consequences.

527 1015 Traffic can be irritating in the height of the summer season along this section of canyon.  It's anticipated that during the 
construction phase and the actual art display phase of this project, traffic congestion will detract from anyone's ability to 
enjoy the canyon's natural beauty and river running recreation.

527 1021 How are all river recreationists supposed to use this river corridor with this much congestion?  Motels (usually booked this 
time of year) won't have any vacancies.  Campgrounds will be full, put-ins/takeouts will be clogged by non-boaters 
prohibiting river access to whitewater boaters.  Ther river pull-outs are small and not nearly adequate to handle the tourism 
congestion.  How do commerical outfitters get their customers to and from the river, private boaters to their favorite runs, 
food deliveries to restaurants and grocery stores, fuel to gas stations, etc?  Local tourism will come to a halt because 
Colorado users will avoid this river art.

510 868 Do not interfere with the use and enjoyment of the river by fishermend and hunters, rafters, tourists.

510 869 The real challenge …how to allow viewing  & still permit the normal , everyday commerce along the river to continue…not 
just during the final two weeks.

485 976 It will give a new identity to the recreational areas
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479 968 Other negatives, traffic control, boater disturbance, safety issues, permanent damage to the river shoreline, etc. etc.

477 963 The fly fishermen, the rafters, the tourists and the locals, all would be adversely affected by this covering.

477 962 With all of the activity from start to finish of the construction, observation and removal of this traffic and by this disturbing 
"drapery" over the river.

461 942 Harmful to fish and wildlife; harmful to people who come to enjoy the peace and tranquility of the river and outdoors.

445 927 Interfere with the local use of the canyon for fishermen and would upset the native wildlife of the area.

442 921 People will stop and take pictures where they want.

432 899 The traffic congestion that this project causes will also limit the area that are now accessible for parking along the highway.

432 898 The draping of cloth will interfere with recreational access for fishermen.

432 897 As a fisherman, I am also concerned about the way that this project will limit access to the river, not only throughout the 
actual display area, but along the entire length of river.

427 886 Fishing: access & disruption?

425 857 Fishing is important along this river, and people who fish here, as well as the fish, shouldn't have their lives disrupted by this 
project.

416 841 What is it going to do to the rafting business who rely on the river and beautiful scenery for their income and the many 
fishermen who drive for miles to fish the river?

414 832 Not only are these potentially adverse environmental impacts, the possible impact on trout populations should be considered 
given the importance of these organisms to the local economy.

410 799 Considering the drought we are in, and with an anticipated 250,000 more people in the area viewing the sheets over the 
river, the chance that careless or ignorant epople will toss a cigarette, leave a campfire or do something else to start a fire, is 
very real. WE would be trapped  with no escape route since highway 50 would be blocked with tourists.

399 771 I have fly fished the arkansas continously and regularly since 1992 and I am violently opposed to all the problems these 
arrogant artists want to visit on a river.

389 747 As a businessman in downtown Salida for 25 years, I see the OTR project as a huge opportunity to get our tourist business 
going again.
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389 748 I think the project would be incredible to boat under

388 743 How many port-a-potties will be needed to handle 500,000 visitors and where will the contents be disposed?

380 734 Multiple years of installation? Crowds of people who aren't outdoors enthusiasts converging on the environment? Installing 
and ripping out 8 miles of hardware for un-necessary decoration?

379 733 I fish the arkansas at least once each week throughout the year, as well as spend many weekends with my kids camping 
along the river. I float the river regularly, and I buy gear all up and down the river. This project would certainly deter me from 
fishing in the Arkansas in future years.

378 732 Give the fishermen a break and don't ruin this area!

378 731 I truly enjoy this river when I come to fish. The people coming to gawk at art will truly disrupt this area for fishing

374 723 I feel those fishermen would not visit, due to construction, traffic stops, spooke stressed fish, during this two year period, 
creating a wash in the benefit of increased collection of sales tax, due to tourism for an art project.

374 722 Fsihing in the Arkansas during the nationally reknowned Caddis hatch brings more responsible outdoorsmen than this art 
project ever would

365 713 Engineers for this project were unable to address questions about impact on fragile vegetation in setting anchors for for each 
pane. Nor did they even appear to understand questions related to potential increases in sedimentation due to these 
disruptions to the river banks.

359 676 bicycle and pedestrian traffic will be controlled in specific areas of Highway 50.

359 698 Christo and Jeanne-Claude will pay for all project costs. There will be no expense to any city, county, state, or federal agency

359 702 Activities that currently exist on the river will be allowed to safely continue on the river.

359 703 Float use will be monitored and river access provided.

359 704 Fishing will remain an allowed activity

336 652 If the draping material is blown away as it was in the Rifle Gap debacle, there could be real harm to motorists, but also to 
rafters, fishermen, hikers, birds, animals and nature lovers to whom the canyon really belongs.

330 640 How about the people who live & play in valley, their lives will be upset for 2 years +?
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322 628 There might be an impact on the picnicking and the one camping site/facility on the river's edge, which the state's 

campground registration might mitigate.

318 623 I think that to go on a raft trip under this project would be wonderful

312 605 What about all of the fly fishermen? There are very few places for them to pull out of traffic

295 568 3x more rafts on the river than now - fishing is kaput!

293 560 As a fisherman, the fishing will be enhanced by the shade from the fabric. In the hot days of the summer, the fishing is 
always better in the shade on cloudy days

292 554 This is a unique opportunity to get people who would not normally visit nature to get out for a change.

290 553 The project will bring in some non-traditional forest & BLM users. Get them out to see their land.

270 512 For many of us, this may be the first time we enjoy these public lands.

250 478 Art is entertainment

222 434 Where do the gawking pedestrians walk?

220 426 Hikers, fishermen, and others would no longer be able to enjoy the beauty of the river canyon but would be enveoloped by a 
carnival of thousands of cars, fumes, litter

213 413 Where can they walk?

213 414 What location can they take pictures from?

208 404 the installation process will take much longer and interfere with the rights of all licensed Colorado fly fishermen to fish the 
affected parts of the river

208 405 The rafting industry will be heavily impacted negatively.

177 386 I make my living as a flyfishing guide on the Arkansas River

160 373 I worry about the effects on the fishermen

160 372 I worry about the effects on the river use
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148 322 The recreation will be impacted in a positive way.

125 299 The railway could be used to bring people to the artwork to assist traffic

80 254 Some means of enabling pedestrian interaction with the installation should be developed

68 247 This person wants to stop, walk around view from below

60 216 What about the persons wishing to access the river put in's and take outs for the pruposes of private rafting or fishing?

60 212 Fishermen bring large amounts of capital ot the area in terms of patronizing hotels, restaurants, local restaruants, local 
fishing outfitters, and local fishing supply companies.

52 172 So having a gridlocked river experience would be good for the lookie-loos and Christos

52 167 What about the loss of access to the river for anglers, picnickers, kayakers, rafters, etc.?

49 156 cables make great strainers, things to snag and drown people - a lot of us kayak that stretch of the river. What if one cable, 
one bundle of rebar, somehow slips into the water, unnoticed, during the construction or take down? Someday their on little 
mistake (that one length of cable dropped in the water) snares a kayaker who missed his roll, and we have a drowning

45 146 the water's edge is lined with fishermen - dangerous

44 137 Where can they walk?

44 138 What location will they want to take pictures from?
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Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Porta Potties, Litter, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1147 2284 Highway 50 can be very dangerous at times - there are few pull-offs, fewer passing lanes, fewer still restrooms.

1083 1835 Emergency medical response, danger to bald eagles, and invironmental issues with trash and porta potties.

959 1654 …obvious concerns about traffic congestion during the construction period and the exhibition, sanitation and trash removal, 
final clean-up, insurance.  The agencies involved will expend many dollars from funds which could be much better used for 
already approved programs and projects.

816 1464 The impact to the infrastructure (sewer, water and roads).

691 1244 There are not enough port-a-potties in the state to accommodate the influx of this many people.  What happens if human 
waste gets in the Arkansas River?  Which treatment plant is goint to handle all of this human waste?  Canon City or Salida??

511 875 bringing in construction crews, railcars, trucks, drilling machines, and their related support needs such as portable toilets, 
dumpsters, toolsheds and equipment storage areas for two years!!

482 973 This includes recycling the solid waste stream by utilizing recycling bins/trailers along the river.

468 950 Proper restroom facilities

412 814 Even with Christo's plan of setting up toilet and trash facilities, the crowds will inevitably leave a major mark in the landscape.

390 759 And is it easy to "mitigate" trash disposal and porta-potty needs for thousands of canyon visitors?

388 744 Hve you contactged the communities or sanitation districts about the amount that they could handle?

388 743 How many port-a-potties will be needed to handle 500,000 visitors and where will the contents be disposed?
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359 705 Collection and proper disposal of garbage will be provided by Christo & Jeanne-Claude during consturction, exhibition, and 

removal of the project. The same will be true regarding the provision of needed commercial portable toilets

336 653 Litter, port-a-potties, exhuast fumes and other accoutrements of Christo's project would also be unwelcome to this pristine 
environment.

317 622 Purchase of at least 12 bins to be placed in rest areas in Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

295 573 Bathroom facilities - if people are stuck in cars for several hours - where are they supposed to go? What about the monitors 
at each of the panels.?

242 448 Having port-a-potties and trash dumpsters along Hwy 50 during all phases of the 3-year project are not an artitic image

220 425 Litter, port-a-potties would be unwelcome along the pristine river banks

213 411 Where will people that are in the lines of cars go to the bathroom when needed?

156 356 The artists will provide for collection and disposal of garbage from the OTR sites; commercial toilets will be provided.

151 340 The artists will make certain that this region stays clean and free of debris through all stages of this project.  The will be 
providing portable toilets throughout the project

44 136 Where will the people that are in the lines of cars go to the bathroom when needed?

39 128 How will the issue of trash and other human generated waste be handled?

37 117 Litter, port-a-potties, exhaust fumes

32 106 How will the issue of trash and other human generated waste be handled?

21 74 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

20 68 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

14 46 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

13 40 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property

10 32 Sanitation, litter, garbage collection & disposal at Event sites & private property
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Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Employment, Revenue, Marketing, Taxpayer Costs,  Business Cost/Benefit, Commuter Costs, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1346 2541 I cannot believe that the BLM would even entertain the thought of allowing these two "so-called" artist to damage the beauty 

of this area not to mention the disruption to wildlife with their latest shower curtain scheme.

1345 2550 For everyone else it will constitute a nuisance and annoyance,

1344 2553 It will take away from the natural beauty of the area.  People come to see the river as it is - not to see clothe draped over it.

1342 2554 If you allow this, shall I file for a permit to mount miles of sheets on poles in BLM - ex that - public land?

Or how about fields of hug metal chickens?  Or mountainous, tin piles of BS?  Come on, where does this foolishness stop:?

1342 2538 How many countless man hours and money for countless miles of bureaucratic red rape has alrady been expended on such 
out-and-out crap?

1341 2555 Commuter safety, lost revenue from travelers who will avoid this area because of traffic jams during the construction,

1341 2556 Lost revenue from local coloradoans who will no longer travel this stretch of highway.

1337 2559 ..the traffic impact is considerable.

1337 2560 Maybe Christo could do something like this in an urban setting (e.g. Canon City or Pueblo).

1336 2534 It will be one of the most beneficial, exciting projects to be in our area.

1327 2527 The Over The River Project, (Jeanne_Claude) will bring a positive economic impact to this area, not only to Fremont County 
but those areas further west, ie Salida.

1323 2523 ..the possible tourist attraction to the general area but look at the cost and affect of the project to the entire river eco-system.
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1317 2517 I do not use Hwy 50 to go to work, but many people do and how will the addd traffic affect them?

1317 2515 Will there be so much traffic that rescue and fire vehicles would not be able to respond in a timely manner?

1317 2562 I hope the EIS is honest and thorough.

1317 2564 This will be one more travel concern.  Major construction on Hwy 24 is being planned, construction is ongoing along I-25, if 
Hwy 50 is clogged up too, my only other option to get to the mountains from Colorado Springs, will be to go down to Hwy 
160.  that's a long way to drive to get to Chaffee county.

1317 2565 There are too many health and safety isssues involved in this project.  The flags in Central Park didn't have any impact on 
anyone's health or safety.

1313 2566 Bring great pleasure to the many thousands of drivers, fishermen, locals, and tourists - and expecially the people who will 
row or raft on the river beneath the fabric banners.

1298 2496 My family has a cabin just north of Cotopaxi.  The Arkansas valley has always been one of the most relaxing and enjoyable 
drives for me.  I enjoy seeing the wildlife and nature's beautiful artwork with the different lights from the sun and moon and 
colors from the many plants.  This artwork doesn't need any improvement and by allowing such a disruptive project to be 
done, many of these wonderful, natural scenes many never return to normal.

1295 2493 The Christos are planning ( at their own expense) to locate and place permanent communication repeaters for cellular phone 
access in the arkansas River Valley will be extremely helpful for the firefighters, the sheriff/police, the rafting companies, the 
forest service, park rangers, CDOT, etc.---as well as for the people living in this vicinity.  This aspect alone of the proposed 
Over The River Project is an enormous and ongoing benefit.

1289 2572 Christo first projected one million people coming to see his "art" during the 2 week showing but after all the opposition has 
reduced the number to half a million.  I guess he can play with the numbers any way he wants since he's trying to convince 
politicians.

1289 2487  His 'art" will be displayed to the public for 2 weeks however, it will take 3 YEARS TO BUILD/DISMANTLE.

1286 2483 …community members a chance to see their surroundings in a new and different light and they will reap the benefits 
financially, culturally and permanently through the enhanced communication systems and work that has been initiated by 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude such as future rail systems, communication towers, helipads and so forth mentioned in the 
support letter.

1283 2581 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable, and certainly causing less environmental impact, than many other 
multiple uses that occur on public lands.

1283 2582 The artwork will bring great economic opportunities to a large and important part of our areas' economy.
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1283 2481 We in colorado are so very lucky that these two amazing people have chosen our state for this project.  …this artwork will 

bring positive recognition to Colorado, something we will be proud of.

1280 2478 …and bring cultural and eco-tourists to the area for a brief time.

1280 2476 They have offered to finance a cell tower in this area if the project goes forward and this would help all the local residents, 
BLM personell, law enforcement and visitors to the area, in an otherwise dead call zone.

1272 2585 Non-profit groups may capitalize on the artwork to develop funding for intra-valley prjects that will benefit local communities.

1272 2586 Art on Public Lands, as conducted by Christo and Jeanne-Claude, will be a positive and worthy endeavor, and I have 
already told Bill Dvorak that I want to be on one of his raft trips when the project is actualized.

1272 2471 I travel along the Arkansas River frequently between Canon City and Salida.  Communciations towers will be placed and left 
for future improved communications in the valley, providing communication unavailable now. (Cell phone coverage in Indian 
Springs is not good).

1270 2469 ..equipment will include communications tower, which will improve emergency communications throughout the canyon.  This 
will be of lasting benefit to the area residents.

1269 2467 My restaurant on highway 50 employees approximately 30 individuals who have families.  In my opinion I believe the lasting 
impact of this art project on our town would transform the seasonal nature of our economy and establish Salida as a 
community which supports the arts.

1269 2587 Art on Public Lands, as conducted by Christo and Jeanne-Claude is a positive and worthy endeavor.

1264 2464 For the tourist-related businesses along the Arkansas River, this will be a great boon, both long term and short term.  One 
need only take a casual driver on Highway 50 between Canon city and Salida to see the many empty commercial buildings.  
The area is still recovering from the impact of the economic downturn, and the years of drought and wildfire.

1264 2588 Over the River will bring the worlds attention on our little section of paradise, which will yield dividends to businesses for 
many years to come.

1264 2589 The project's construction will leave an improved infrastructure for residents of Bighorn Sheep Canyon.

1264 2590 For instance, there currently is no cellular phone service within Bighorn Sheep Canyon. It is my understanding that the 
master plan for this project involves installing "repeaters" that allow cellualar communications within the canyon, all paid for 
at the artists' expense. This technology will remain in the place at the conclusion of the two-week exhibition, providing 
immense benefit to police and fire department personnel, and people needing emergency services within the canyon.

1262 2592 Residents as well as tourists will be able to take advantage of these increased goods, services, and facilities.  …what will be 
left is an improved infrastructure for residents of Bighorn Sheep Canyon.
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1262 2591 Local business owners will have the opportunity to expand and offer goods and services that have not been economically 

feasible in the past.

1262 2462 For the businesses along the Arkansas River, this could be a great financial opportunity.  There are very few facilities along 
the 56-mile drive from Canon to Salida.  Gasoline, groceries, restaurants, shops and other conveniences are very hard to 
find and those that are available are expensive.  With the increase in demand, businesses catering to these needs wil likely 
start up and thrive.

1258 2595 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable, and certainly causing less environmental impact, than many other 
the muliple uses that we embrace throughout the year.

1258 2594 It will be a unifying, common experience for our communities, neighbors and visitors.

1258 2456 The project will enhance our awareness of the Arkansas River,  the project will reinforce our appreciation of the Arkansas 
and the area arount it,  this artwork will bring positive recognition to our region with statewide, national and international 
attention.

1258 2459 Helipads, located and constructed may be left for future use if the community determines that they are wanted.

1258 2458 Communications towers will be placed and left for future improved communications in the valley, providing communication 
that is unavailable today.

1258 2457 The artwork will bring great economic opportunities to a large and improtant part of our regions economy.  It will highlight 
and show the importance of art programs in our schools and for our children.

1258 2593 This artwork will be here for a very short time during which it will be enjoyed, visited and revisited, photographed and viewed 
from multiple locations.

1254 2452 People in the Arkansas River Valley who live nearby and will be "hosts".  People of all ages will come to see Over the River.  
For many people, experiencing Over the River will be a lifetime event.

1254 2451 The Union pacific Railroad could add immeasurably to people's enjoyment of Over the River.  The railroad could bring out 
their historic cars during the Project for people to ride along the river.

1254 2450 Small businesses throughout the region will have a a lot of new buisiness.  Hundreds of visitors will be in the Valley for the 
two weeks of Over The river.  During their stay, visitors need food, housing, supplies, mementos, gas.  Volunteers and 
workers on the OTR Project will need the same, all during construction and through the dismantling of the project.  The OTR 
Project will bring new dollars into the Valley and the region.  I calculate the amount of new dollars coming into the Vally at 
roughly 12.5% of the final cost of the Project.  New dollars (project-related spending and visitor spending) will, as we all 
know, multiply by a factor of 6 in the local community.  Some of the new dollars will come directly from the artist's project 
related expenses.
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1254 2448 Just one example of a permanent and significant benefit is a reliable wireless communications system in the Valley.  OTR 

Project plans are complete for a satellite-based wireless network that will be build as part of the OTR Project through the 40-
mile project area of the Arkansas River Valley.  A satellite-based wireless network is necessary during the OTR Project--from 
construction through dismantling.  There are two reasons.l  First, communications are needed for a rapid emergency 
response.  Second, full-time wireless communications are needed to build and manage the 40-mile OTR Project effectively.  
The towers that will be built will remain for a permanent wireless network for residents and visitors in the Valley.

1254 2447 People will benefit:  Especially people living in the Valley and the people who work on it.  People who will come from around 
the world.  Positive impacts will be found in the entire state of colorado.

1254 2449 The stars will "explode" over the river valley during OTR.  Musicians will come and play beside the river, I hope, just as they 
do in the Grand Canyon.  Artists in the valley will show their work and sell it to the art-lovers who come.  I hope for a 
spontaneous arts festival-a part in each town, spaced all along the Valley during OTR.

1251 2445 ..they must establishment a system of communications for use before, during installation and the two weeks of viewing for 
the many monitors and security systems, transportation, for whatever the needs might be.  This will involve placing 
communications repeater towers in the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.  These will be left behind for future improved 
communications in the canyon providing what is unavailable at this time.  These needed improvements will be at the 
expense of the artists, as will be all the project's needs.

1246 2438 I have recently learned that Christo and Jeanne-Claude will pay for communications towers in the canyon which will be left 
behind after the completion of the project.  This seems to me to be a wonderful benefit for the residents of the canyon.

1246 2440 ..the economic benefits to Colorado of the many people who will wish to see the project, and the joy and beauty of the art.

1245 2437 EIS a section identifying and recognizing favorable actions of environmental cleanup by Christo and Jeanne-Claude on their 
previous projects.

1243 2435 …more and more lasting benefits derived from the artwork will also be identified .  Art on Public Lands is a positive and 
worthy endevor.

1241 2433 Many of the Christos' works all over the world have brought out new features of specific sites that have resulted in a new 
appreciation for localities and landscapes.

1239 2431 the Fremont-Custer County Farm Bureau Executive Board voted at their monthly meeting.

1237 2429 …disruption of wildlife, damage to the environment, impairment of emergency services, traffic overload, the infringement on 
our western heritage and this beautiful country, financial gain to the community, the uninhibited expansion of art forms, the 
cost in ralation to the real human needs of the world.

1234 2603 Because of the increased trend in wildlife viewing, it would be in our best interest not to harm these animals or their habitat.
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1234 2422 In a world so dominated by cities, traffic, and seemingly endless human presence, it is refreshing to have places like this to 

keep us connected to the natural world

1234 2420 As a native resident I think that the natural beauty of Colorado, in particular the proposed area, is the reason why this is such 
a popular state and why so many people recreate here.  Although this project may bring in extra tourism for two weeks, I 
believe the impacts left by it will discourage recreation in the area in the future, thereby hurting the local economies of the 
area.   On the artists' website, they have projected 250,000 visitors to the site during the fourteen day period of the exhibit.  
From researching their past projects, this sounds like a severe underestimate (They typically draw millions).  Even if it is an 
accurate estimate of attendance, a natural area cannot sustain that kind of huma traffic in such a short period of time without 
major impacts, no matter what measures are being taken.

1234 2419 …that any benefits that can be had from this project are far outweighed by the costs.  The highway congestion and safety; 
user conflicts; emergency response times; and impacts on the ecosystem and wildlife ar emore important than making a 
quick buck.

1233 2604 This art work will provide the people of southern colorado with tremendous economic, social and personal benefits not just 
for two weeks in 2009 or 2010 but for a long time after.

1233 2418 It will bring my family from France, Minnesota nad Washington D.C.  Friends and relatives from England, california, Ohio, 
Canada, new Mexico, New York and northern Colorado are likely to visit as well.

1231 2605 Our community depends upon the annual stimulation; and when circumstances occur which inhibit visitors from coming, our 
local merchants are harmed, and some fail.  The Over the River Project will generate substantial stimulation to our economy, 
not only in the short term, but for many years to come.

1231 2416 The Royal Gorge Area spends what it can afford, to promote our scenic area to visitors who come each summer and 
substantially stimulate our local economy.

1230 2415 The event holds enormous potential for the entire region, both in terms of favorable publicity for our area and in terms of 
economic impact.  Thousands of visitors will travel to the Royal gorge regions, spending money at hotels, restaurants and 
local stores as they appreciate this significant cultural event.

1224 2609 If the estimated number of people came to view the "Over the River" art work - Highway 50 through that canyon will be a 
dreaded passage for those who find it necessary to travel that east-west route across Colorado.

1219 2400 Seeing how concerned people have had their lives literally changed for the good by these artists is truly inspirational.
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1216 2397 The fact that the Christos are planning (at their own expense) to locate and place permanent communication repeaters for 

cellualar phone access in the Arkansas River Valley will be extremely helpful for the fire fighters, the sheriff/police, the rafting 
companies, the forest service, park rangers, CDOT, etc.  As well as for the people living in this vicinity.  This aspect alone of 
the proposed Over the River Project is an enormous and ongoing benefit for both safety and convenience for virtually every 
one.

1214 2393 I think it is such a shame to cover our beautiful Arkansas River.  There is nothing as pretty as what God has made.  We don't 
need to try to improve on his work, and all the dangers it poses for our local people, as well as the tourists.

1210 2389 …it will be a huge generator of cultrual tourism and bring a strong positive impact to the local economy.  This installation will 
establish Colorado as a state supporting creative activity, an image that will only enhance tourism.

1209 2384 The artists have proposed to install communication facilities throughout the canyon in order to facilitate cell phone and 911 
service.  These will be constructed to assist in the installation of the Over the river Project as well as during the exhibit.  
These facilities will be left in place after the project for continued communication capability in the canyon such as emergency 
services.

1205 2414 The rancher and farmer will not be able to conduct his business of moving cattle or hay equipment during this time, which 
happens to be a peak time for harvesting hay.

1204 2380 Christo is promising business owners and politicians in Canon City and Salida a huge influx of tourist dollars.  That's 
misleading.  A true tally must include the loss of income to long-term area businesses.  As a total community, we do not 
stand to gain all the extra money we're being told to expect; rather, tourist-based money simply shuffles from one pocket to 
another.  I, for one, will be on the losing end, as will the flyshop that supports my living.

1204 2379 If this experience is not up to the standards of the booking hotel or the visitors who sign up, it will surely be discontinued 
during the duration of OTR construction and display.  Sure, they may run sightseeing trips here during the actual display 
(assuming they have conventions booked during that time)., but are 2 weeks of possibilities worth trading for 4 years of 
losses in visitor days?

1204 2378 The traffic delays both of the construction process and crowds of the actual disiplay period will destroy these convention 
outings.  The timing is too critical.  Itn's Spikebuck slated as one of the prime display areas?  So much for offering a relaxed, 
beautiful Colorado mountain experience!  Fishing amid construction? Parking? Then there is the issue of flyfishing under 
those curtains.  All prohibitive.

1204 2377 I am a full-time flyfishing guide with ArkAnglers Guid Service, centered in Salida.  A sizable portion of our clientele includes 
corporate convention groups booked through a major Colorado Springs convention hotel and another standalone convention 
center.  The format:  Guides shuttle the fishing equipment downriver to, in most cases, Spikedbuck, where everything is 
readied.  The conventioneers are bussed from Colorado Springs to meet us.  Any delay whatsoever diminishes the fishing 
time.
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1203 2376 Professional Fly-fishing guide clearly describing the devastating effects the project will have on her business.  I hope that 

these two examples or business owners who rely on the Highway 50 corridor help you to understand that the "two weeks" of 
promised economic boom offered by Christo would do little to offset the damages that will be suffered by our local people.

1202 2373 The 2 or so years of preparation for the project will give locals job opportunities that are badly needed.  Add to that the 
revenue created by the people who come to enjoy the 2 week event.

1194 2612  Communication between law officers, a scarcity of officers, and the interaction with firemen and traffic control has never 
been worked out in a satisfactory way.  A master plan, the EIS will answer these needs and also provide corrdect information 
regarding the type and amount of equipment and personel needed.  We have many jpersons here who came up at the bat 
when the school bus crashed west of town and the Copper Gulch fire happened but with the increased growth and the size 
of our county, it is not wise for fair to depend on volunteers only.  The EIS will suggest a hierarchy of management.

1147 2285 It's generally a challene to drive while tourists are on the road.

1147 2283 I live in Cotopaxi and travel to Canon City about once or twice a week. I know the Canyon Road (Hwy 50) quite well and am 
very concerned about the actual logistics of the traffic will happen.

1141 2268 a chance to boost the economy and recognition of this area

1138 1920 ..it will be done safely

1137 1919 In the CTF minutes from 1996, I have the initial meeting minutes, Christo's events drawing people as follows:  
Running Fence in CA 1.000.000 people, Paris Bridge 3.000.000 people, Reichstag 5.000.000 visitors, seems the 250K 
estimate is artificially low.  That none of his projects have drawn less than a million visitors.      Has Christo alienated so.  His 
projects have been steadily increasing in visitation, not decreasing.  In 96, he states a million projected visitors, and 11 years 
later only predicts 250 thousand.  Has this changed??

1137 2259 Where does the 250,000 number being currently espoused originate, and if there is no basis, in other workds is speculation 
or just a number being drawn out of thin air,  I would ask that the BLM base the anticipated number of visitors on his original 
statement of 1 million, and increase from there using an appropriated formula, perhaps the percentage of increased 
poputlation growth in the past 11 years.

1136 1910 …to allow the project in that area just because of those safety issues that it would create by having to close down the 
highway at times, or to divert traffic, or have tremendous delays due to those coming to view the project.  To expect locals 
that have to carry on their daily business to be diverted on very long and time consuming detours just to take care of their 
tasks.
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1136 1911 All the locals who must get to work, that must transport cattle and other livestock, that have to haul water, that have to get to 

appointments, that have to run errands, and everything else in their daily lives they must do that mean using the highway to 
take care of those things.  But to think it would delay people getting to the hospital in time, or ambulances making their runs, 
or fire departments not able to service their areas is totally unthinkable and inexcusable, no matter how much revenue it 
might bring to the state, city or community.  …to alter their lives, even endanger their lives, to interrupt and wreak havoc on 
the wildlife that depend on the river.  The project could be put somewhere that could deal with the traffic issues in a practicul 
way, and not disrupt the local wildlife.

1136 1912 Ambulance/Fire vehicles delayed, mail carriers delayed/other carrier's services delayed such as UPS, FedX, and DHL, 
Delivery Vehicles for all type services delayed, Transporting drinking water, Major traffic problems in surrounding cities all 
along highway 50, including Canon City, Westcliffe, Pueblo, Salida and many smaller communities that are already having 
congestion on a daily basis, much more during tourist season and then with the added influx of art project viewers, Delays 
for courier services for doctors and hospitals, Delays for armored vehicles for banks and credit unions, Motor vehicle 
accidents increased along the highway, rock slides/delays with clean op and possible injuries, Spills (both hazardous and 
non) from trucks,

1136 1915 Transporting stock/their health and safety if caught in traffic delays.

1136 1916 Businesses along Hwy 50 that would be negatively impacted by increased volume of traffic; ex: inadequate parking, inability 
to handle large volume of customers, inability to store sufficient inventory, inaccessibliity due to traffic.

1136 1917 Float Fishing/Rafting companies unable to transport rafters to launches/pick-ups if project is during peak season.

1135 1908 We own our business in Salida and it is imperative that we can get to our place of business at the correct time without sitting 
in traffic for two hours.  …all wages, gas money and down time for all the 4500 estimated residents living in the area that this 
project will impact.

1133 1905 ..it bring positive attention to the ribbon of river flowing there, but the tourism and monies brought in by this artistic endeavor 
may be enough to fund some of the large scale projects.

1131 1904 The accident on Wednesday-no traffic, good roads, no weather problems - traffic backed up (road closed about 4 hours, 1 
lane for about 8).  Ambulance could not get patient to hospital; Doctor could not get through to do surgery at hospital.  
Parents upset they couldn't get their kids.  Those by the firehouse used their facilities and got water.  Will tourists carry own 
water and food for that could be a very long trip?

1131 1902 Should a wildfire happen, has anyone thought about panic?  Tourists will probably go up some of the county or sbudivision 
roads, which won't go anywhere - they are dead ends.  The tourists are not going to realize that you have put them in a 
canyon with no exits until it is too late.  This will make it even harder for residents to leave, and to evacuate in general.
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1126 1896 Salida's Motels and restaurants run at full capacity nearly all summer now, where is the overflow going to go?  What makes 

people think that a few more dollars will be spent when there is no food or rooms left?  The hatred that this has caused in 
our community is terrible.  I can see violence towards one another very easily before this battle is over.

1123 1894 …cost of airport security and other things have just been brought to my attention, the airport manager has stated that he 
thinks it may run as high as $50,000.00 or more for everything he needs there.

1118 1891 There will be some minor traffic issues during construction and display.  Traffic should be slowed down on this roadway 
anyway.  Overall it would benefit the area.

1117 1889 Potential impacts to transportation needs of residents of the canyon, residents of the Salida and Canon City areas, and 
travelers passing through the area

1116 1885 …there has been a complete lack of concern for the residents of the area and for the enormous traffic problems which will 
prevent people from being able to go to their work - not just during the 2 weeks of the "show" but interruptions during the 
years of construction.  Workers' commutes are already quite long given that we live far from our employment.  This will make 
the commutes untenable.  People trying to get to their jobs or get anywhere-to groceries to livelihoods to emergencies will be 
delayed and even prevented.  This concerns peoples' livelihoods and quality of life on many levels.  …"there are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions."  …prevent this harm to 
people's lives.

1115 1884 …for the short term economic gain to the area.

1113 1880 The new dollars added to the economy are a permanent benefit.  New knowledge about environment and wildlife will be 
valuable in enhancement and preservation.  The benefits of the artwork itself are many.  It will take 3 years to opening day of 
Over the River in 2009.  Over the River will be amazing and beautiful in itself.  It will be masterfully desinged to blend with 
the environment and landscape.  The river and landscape will be transformed with movement and changing colors.l  We will 
see the river and the lanscape in the august full moon and shower of stars.  For some people, as they see and feel, the 
space and light will fit itself indelibly into mind memory and body memory.  Some people will glide down the river on a frat, 
and see the sky and sun through a translucent veil overhead.  A cross country semi driver will see the river through the 
windshield of his cab, high above the road, probably only once.  Some people will need a quiet isolated place to see and 
meditate.  Some will want to sleet next to the river.  Some will join a playful group, and have a lot of fun.  And some will only 
see photos and drawings in the future.  Of course, some people don't tolerate artwork like this at all, others will wonder what 
the fuss is about.  Some will look at the artwork for five minutes at the start, then turn around and drive away, and later tell 
friends they say it.
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1113 1881 Hundreds of People will be employed:  All labor is paid for at prevailing wage rates by Christo and Jeanne Claude.  The jobs 

will be available before, during and after the two weeks.  These people will work in planning, organization, construction and 
dismantling, and maintenance.  People will work in and 24/7 security, monitoring, in traffic management, and in visitor 
welfare and safety.  People in the valley will gather profits:  As part of the OTR artwork, the artists do the work of creating 
and overseeing production of drawings, photos, books, maps and mementos.  A special organization will be formed by the 
people in the Headwaters Valley to manage sales and disburse profits according to the goals of the people.  Jeanne Claude 
and Christo do not apply for or receive grants of any kind.  But, since people and planning are part of the artwork, an 
organization in the valley could be created to apply for a federal or state grant to support the activities in the headwaters 
Valley that are related to Over the River.  Benefits for other artists, museums, art organizations and art galleries:  Other artist 
will create and show their work to visitors.  Some will make a film or a CD; some will create and show programs about OTR, 
some will set up temporary galleries.  Some will act as hosts or guides for special tours.  Photographers will take photos and 
sell them!

1113 1878 Estimated 250,000 people will visit the project.  Use these figures: 14 days project time, 16 hours of viewing each day, 
viewers spaced over 40 miles of river..on both banks.  The math shows an average of 27 people per hour distributed over 
one lineal mile of river, half -14-on each river bank.  Conclusion:  An average of 14 people per mile of river bank is a small 
group that is easily managed.  Vehicle Congestion on highway 50:  Use 27 people per hour; choose a reasonable average 
of 4 people per vehicle (including semi-trailer trucks) and 40 miles of road.  The math shows an average 6.8 vehicles per 
hour spaced over one road mile.  An average 6.8 vehicles per mile is a small group that is easily managed.  A key factor in 
preventing traffic congestion is planning for an average of 4 people per vehicle.  During construction / deconstruction, 
highway traffic will seldom be affected, because the artists will use the railroad tracks on the opposite side of the river.  
Vehicle movement along the highway is part of the artwork.  Truck drivers and traveling local citizens are part of the 
audience for the artwork.  Key to preventing highway congestion is planning for 6-9 vehciles spaced over the 40-miles of the 
project.  Creative ways of moving people will reduce the numbers of vehicles.  Shuttles, small bus's, small open trucks with 
seats, electric "golf carts" and local drivers can carry visitors to and from their lodging or campground.

1113 1882 Benefits for Headwaters Valley Towns and Business:  Small businesses of all sorts will have more business.  Each day, 
during the two weeks of OTR, on average 17,800 visitors will be somewhere in the 40 miles of the Headwaters Valley where 
OTR will be installed.  Visitors will eat and drink in restaurants, buy grocieries and supplies.  They will shop, visit other 
attractions, take guided tours, listen to talks.  Visitors will need lodging:  a room, bed and breakfast, campgrounds for a tent 
or van, a home big enough for a family or small group.  Some residents might transform their home into a B and B for two 
weeks.  Everyone in the hotel/motel/campground business will plan for a short temporary inflow.  A reservation system for 
lodging and campgrounds in the entire valley would be great.  Set up the system at least a year ahead.  Auto service 
businesses within the 40 mile valley may need to expand temporarily.  Retail vendors as well as volunteers will be needed in 
towns and at comfort/safety stations along the 40 OTR miles.  Regarding the private commercial sector, local government 
may need to regulate some essential businesses like public transportation, to keep fees small and affordable.

1110 2238 The economic value of the project will be extraordinary for our airports, rafting companies, transportation companies, and the 
food and lodging industry.
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1110 1875 As the former executive director of Fremont County Economic Development for five years, I have personally been involved 

with the Over the River project since 1996.

1110 2239 The state's many tourist attractions and the tourism industry will benefit for years to come.

1102 1868 The long term growth inducement of the project may be reasonable foreseeable.  The growth would take place in areas 
where water supplies may be in question, infrastructure is limited, public transportation is unavailable, roads have limited 
capacity for increased traffic and the economy depends on outdoor recreational activities such as hunting, hiking, rafting, 
fishing and birding which are incomplatible with urban-type development.  Socio-economic impacts of inappropriate and 
excessive growth must be considered as well.

1100 1864 Traffic problems would still exist, but could be more easily managed.  The approximately 10 miles of from Canon City is 
wider, with more open space on either side, giving emergency vehicles room to maneuver.  Helicopters could land closer to 
the problems and the distraction of the exhibit would not exist from the highway.  The narrow, two lane road from the 
highway leading to the royal Gorge does not have the population living on the road, so it would not impact the lives of the 
general population.  This would not be as large of a project, but the bridge is world famous.

1100 1862 Are not the federal agencies supposed to be looking out for the safety of the American citizens and their environment?  
Specifically, should not the residents of this canyon (people and animals) deserve any consideration?     Why haven't the 
agencies put a stop to this right now and tell Christo he has to discontinue the project or move it to a safer place?

1100 1857 …that agencies in general, are not paying attention to potential disasters or having workable plans and solutions.  People 
not living in the canyon seem to feel it will be a minor inconvenience.  It will be a major to those of us in the canyon.    The 
three roads between parkdale and Salida all lead to westcliffe, but do join each other in round about ways.  Highway 69 is 
only one of the three that is paved.  County road 45 requires a car to ford Beaver Creek because there is no bridge.  It is a 
one lane dirt road for part of the way and doesn't really go anywhere.  Access at coaldale, Howard and Wellsville is from 
Highway 50.  Another plan was for a center lane to be put in on highway 50, to be used only by emergency vehicles.  The 
person who suggested this plan does not realize the narrowness of the road, nor does he (she) realize how wide emergency 
vehicles are.

1100 1863 This project could be moved to the Royal Gorge area.  This is a tourist area, where parking is available.  People could walk, 
not drive, through the exhibit.  Already being a tourist area, the wildlife in the Gorge area are minimally affected.

1100 2237 It should not be located anywhere along highway 50 in the canyon.

1100 2235 Do we think the potential economic boom will outweigh the cost of a potential disaster?

1100 2234 The Bighorn sheep Canyon is a boxed canyon with no off ramps.  It is a narrow, two lane, mountain highway with speed 
limits of 45-55 mph.  Although Christo only plans on draping about 7 miles of a 45 mile stretch of the canyon, the canyon 
itself is about 60 miles long.  …there are in reality, no alternative routes.
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1098 1854 …a closer look needs to be taken at the effects of 2 years of construction to display blue curtains for 2 weeks.  I live in 

Howard, colorado and travel the canyon almost every day to Salida.

1097 2231 This project will take three years - two years construction and almost one year taking away all construction.

1096 1852 I am a 59 year old dentist with a BS in Forestry management.  I work full time in buean Vista so I drive the canyon almost 
daily.  I do not feel that just an environmental assesment of the "Over the River" project will be adequate.  Please consider a 
full EIS.

1094 1851 As a full-time resident of Chaffee Co.  I am a co-owner of a Bed and Breakfast business in Chaffee County.  We would 
undoubtly financially projet from the increase of tourism should this project be done.  The benefit to our business does not 
outweigh the damage that would be involved from this ill-advised "art".
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1092 1850 …a two year prior construction stage, a two week exhibition, followed by a one year demolition process, essentially a three 

year impact project.  …the chosen river sites are located both above and below Howard, Colorado.  This event is projected 
to attract over 250,000 visitors to the Arkansas River Valley during the two week exhibition period alone, with no estimate of 
increased traffic potential throughout construction and demolition.  These visitors would of necessity be confined and 
compressed into the approximately 60 mile section of US Highway 50 between Salida and Canon City; that highway is 
essentially the only land access between the two.  It is the only access to most of the communities, tourist facilities, 
businesses, and home situated between Salida and Canon City.  Most improtantly, that highway is the only link between the 
people living in the area nad medical, fire, evacuation, or any other emergency services.  It is our only response route to 
virtually any and all emergencies in our protection area.  It is the only available route for us to provide or receive assistance 
under our mutual aid agreements with larger, better-equipped departments in either Salida or Canon city, or support to or 
from the colorado State Forestry Service in case of wildland fire.  US Highway 50 between Canon City and Slaida is a 
predominately two-lane road which parallels the Arkansas River throught it's winding, high-wall canyon from Parkdale, about 
10 miles west of Canon City, to Salida.  In some areas the highway has been widened to include a passing lane, but in many 
areas is far to narrow to allow more than two vehicles.  Even now, minor accidents close the highway in both directions, 
often for hours while investigatory agnecies and towing companies respond.  A major accident, especially one with injuries 
or fatalities, can result in closures lasting the better part of a day.  Should this project be approved and permitted by the 
multiple federal and state agencies involve, the potential for disaster is very high.  An accident of any kind on US 50 could 
result in a traffic jam of gigantic proportions.  Although unlikely, based on visitor estimates, as many as 20,000 cars could be 
involved, and all access to the accident and the people involved could be impossible.  Accidents beget accidents; it is easy 
to envision both ends of the Arkansas River Bighorn Sheep Canyon blocked for a considerable length of time with people 
marooned in their vehicles, in the summer heat, many probably withour food or drink.  And we would not be able to respond 
to the accident, the victims, or to any other emergency in the area.  A proposed solution of establishing a third lane in the 
center of the highway reserved for emergency traffic is totally impractical since there are multiple "choke", or narrow, points 
in the highway barely allowing passage of two vehicles.  The Howard Fire Department is an all-volunteer organization, ready 
and willing to respond to emergencies in our community or wherever need be.  Resources in this rual area are limited.  We 
depend on the support of our mutual-aid partners, such as salida, about 12 miles west, in case of major incidents.  With the 
highway blocked and/or jammed, we cannot support them, they cannot support us.  We cannot provide adquate fire or 
emergency response to our area without access to the highway.  Water and equipment limited, and we will be forced to try to 
obtain funds in excess of $200,000 to obtain equipment, e.g. an adequate tanker and extraction equipment, to offset the 
potential unavilability of our support partners who supply those capabilities now.  We must point out that this does not even 
address the other emergency response units in the area such as ambulance, sheriff, State Patrol, or others, who would be 
equally hampered in such an event.  Through your good offices, to evaluate the potential local impact of the proposed 
project.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 14 of 71Socioeconomic  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1090 1847 I enjoy my job, but the drive can become expecially tedious during the summer.  It is not unusual to be one of eight to ten 

cars piled up behind an RV.  Tourist traffic is something I have learned to live with knowing that I too was once one of those 
tourists.  I can appreciate the tourist wanting to enjoy the beauty of the canyon as I do.  Knowing what the drive is like on a 
daily basis during a normal tourist season, what the "Over the River" project could due to the traffic.  …anyone who regularly 
makes that drive is being heard loud enough.  Not only will the increased traffic make the drive hazardous, but will take away 
from the natural beauty of the canyon.  I truly worry about drive times being increased, which leads to frustrated driverrs 
taking unreasonable risks trying to pass.  …this project will not make the situation any better and will almost certainly make it 
worse.

1090 1846 I currently commute from Hillside to Salida to work.  I regularly see bald eagles, elk, big horn sheep, deer, foxes, and once a 
mountain lion.

1087 1839 And will cause delays and congestion for people who drive those roads every day to make their living.

1087 1837 I am a property owner of land in the Glen Vista Estates SW Canon City.  …is going to have a negative impact on the wildlife.

1083 1834 This is in reference to the tanker truck that overturned last Wed. by Swissvale.  Do you recall how many hours the canyon 
was closed due to that accident?  People who work in Salida and live in Howard, Cotopaxi and Coaldale did not arrive at 
their homes until 9:30 p.m. due to closurers.  This is a prime example of what can happen during the work before and during 
the project itself, and afterwords during the clean-up and restoration of the grounds back to their natural state.

1079 2228 People who live in this canyon won't be able to get on the highway for hours, and if any emergency develops, the loss of life 
will almost be a certainty.

1078 2220 Should the distant voices of city residents weith equally with canyon residents and workers whose livelihood and life quality 
are deminished, or even endangered, by the construction issues that this art project demands?

1078 2221 Human safety issues, the mountain canyon ecology, and the upper river's economic base are permanent realities throught 
Bighorn Sheep Canyon.

1078 2222 Christo's project promises a temporary presence with extensive impacts.  Whether the long term price paid by the canyon 
itself and its inhabitants is a wise purchase for a two week product. Only a full Environmental Impact Study can determine 
that.

1078 2219 So many proponents are not the ones who will be impacted by the extensive negative effects the project promises.

1076 1824 I would like to see a full and complete environmental impact statement compleded by a non biased third party.  All state and 
local agencies involved in considering Mr. Christo's art project on the Arkansas river have the responsibility of holding the 
project up for close scrutiny after all effects of such a project are well know and well studied.  A full and complete 
environmental impact study by an unbiased third party needs to be completed.
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1076 1823 We are looking forward to continued growth in tourism in Colorado.  That is the plan.  As a white water kayaker and fly 

fisherman I find traffic on hwy 50 very bussy and potentially hazardous even with the improvements over the past few years.  
Between Canyon City and Salida there are precious pullouts and parking areas.  During the construction, display and 
deconstruction of Mr. Christo's art project traffic congestion will negatively effect current commercial and recreational uses.  
Local traffic has no choice but to use hwy 50.  How will increaded traffic congestion effect motor vehicle crashes and 
emergency service to injuries?  How will traffic congestion and parking limit fishermen and recreational and commercial 
rafting?  What will be creaded for state and local law enforcement?  Should we make a situation that puts life at risk?

1072 1821 Artists should have access as well as hikers, hunters, drivers, fisherman and developers.

1071 1818 You close down our mountains to motorized vehicles, but just because someone has money, you will let them strip our river.  
It isn't just two weeks of utter chass.  It will be months and years of construction.  The ones who it will make the most impact 
on - the people who live in the area.

1070 2214 The reduction in the traffic flow on highway 50, for the purpose of moving/installing equipment to facilitate completion of this 
project, seems to indicate that the people who have to use this already small highway matter little in the eyes of the artist.

1069 1815 That highway is heavily used in summer with RVs, and trailers all year round.  Hauling livestock and hay on that ropute, I 
have often seen and experienced impaitient drivers passing illegally and driving too fast.  The idea of 3 years construction 
and 4 proposed closures on that stretch of winding highway is a resipe for a real mess.

1069 1814 Over the River represents a great disruption to life all along the river canyon, both wildlife and human life.

1068 1813 Great education, and great for Canon City people.

1066 1810 Generated income to businesses.

1065 1807 Huge business increases because of this project.

1065 1806 My primary concern is for the residents and others who routinely use the hwy 50 corridor from Colorado Springs, Canon City, 
Salida, Buena Vista and all communities in between, who will be unable to conduct their day to day activities including going 
to work, receiving/making various deliveries and having readily accessible emergency services including ambualnce, fire 
and police services.  Their rights and safety which I feel need protecting by each and every agency involved.

1064 1805 The economic impact your art project will have on the State will not only boost the local economies, but also increase the 
reputation of colorado becoming a cultural destination for travelers.

1061 2203 The pyramidal structure of the Department of the Interior coupled with the national and international support for the project 
and the perception among local boosters of an economic windfall suggests that the project will go forward.  There is a ban 
wagon mentality taking root within the tourism sector of our economy which casts resistance to the project by a tourism 
business tantamount to a betrayal of the local economy.
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1061 1799 My comments address probable negative economic impacts that will result from implementation of this project.  I provided 

individuals on the ArkAnglers mailing list with a brief synopsis of the project and the addresses which they could direct their 
comments regarding the project.  I was copied on about 60 of the email responses - I believe that over 200 anglers did send 
comments to the BLM.    Such a prospect is potentially devastating to ArkAnglers and the essential infrastructure that we 
provide for this fishery.  I have worked as a frafting and fishing guide on the Arkansas River since 1985.  In 1992 I opened 
Canyon Marine and began outfitting whitewater and float fishing trips under permit from the Colorado DPOR/US BLM.  
During the 1992-2003 time period that I operated Canyon Marine, I outfitted trips for over 40,000 visitors to the AHRA.  More 
importantly, during that time I developed the first professional float fishing guide service on the Arkansas River and 
embarked on a mission to educate the anglers of our region about the great fishing opportunities on our river.  I have 
conducted scores of slide shows and presentations around the state, produced a 48 page guide to fishing Central Colorado 
(35,000 copies printed last year), authored a number of articles on the Arkansas for national magazines, and been the 
subject of countless interviews on fly fishing the Arkansas River.  During this ten year peiod of intensifying public relations 
and marketing of the arkansas River fishery, I merged my float fishing operation with rod Patch's wade fishing program to 
create Ark anglers, LLC and in 2004 I sold Canyon marine so I could focus my entire career on promoting and developing 
the Arkansas River fishery.  ArkAnglers has become the fly fishing outfitter and retailer in our region witrh fly shops in 
Pueble, salida, and Buena vista and a guide service that operates from Leadvill to the mouth of fountain Creek below 
Pueblo.  Our 30+ guides hosted over 2400 guests on the river last season and our retail/information services were the 
gateway to the resource for many thousands more.  Superfund clean ups and better management of the resource have 
improved the fishery - ArkAnglers has made that fishery accessible and intelligible to the public.  Because I know for a fact 
that most of the "buzz" about the arkansas River has been generated by ArkAnglers, I feel it is no hyperbole to say that 
without us, fly fishing as an economic activity on the Arkansas River would still be in its infancy.  In addition to my work on 
the river and as an evangelist for the brown trout fishery, I have invested thousands of hours in improving and protecting the 
AHRA and its environment.  I served two terms on the AHRA Citizens Task Force, one as its Chairman, and represented 
outfitters through the entire Mangement Plan review process.  I was a board member and Chairman of the Colorado River 
Outfitters Association and a board member and Vice Chair of the Arkansas River Outfitters Association.  I represented 
outfitters on the DNR River surface Recreation Forum, the Governor's Drought Task Force, the arkansas river bains SWSI 
study, and the Chaffee County Visitors Bureau (Vice Chair for three terms).  In the Rocky Ford exchange case, I negotiated 
new concepts in flow protection that have been imposed on Aurora to protec the Arkansas from excessive dewatering by 
exchange.  In the current Chaffee County RICD filing, I brought all of the parties to the table to discuss the implications of the 
water right and how the filing could impact the voluntary Flow Program (Negotiations continue on this front).  In 2001 I spent 
two weeks at the capitol successfully lobbying legislators to stop House Bill 1099, legislation that if enacted would have 
made it illegal to float fish throught private land.  As a long-standing agreement holder with the AHRA and partner to the 
BLM, as someone who has logged countless hours for the betterment of the resource and public access to it, and as 
someone who has put his heart and soul into teaching the public about the Arkansas River fishery and how to successfully 
approach it, I believe that when I state that the "Over the River" project is a potential economic disaster for myself and my 
employees, that statement should be given serious consideration.

1061 1801 Getting to many of the places where we typically guide our wade trips or launch our float trips will be difficult during phases 
of the construction process and nearly impossible during the event itself.
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1061 2201 When I look at the financial losses possible during the time period in question and my ability to sustain this business and my 

family through such an expense, the potential loss of highly specialized employees, the blow to our monentum as a business 
and the years it may take to rebuild, in short, when I calculate that a BLM decision to approve this project will quite possibly 
mean the demise of my career and livelihood and the loss of the single most important resource for anglers in the AHRA,

1061 2196 Again, if this were the sole concern we faced, ArkAnglers would make adjustments to our operation in order to work around 
the inconveniences the project would create.  However, the heart of our concerns at ArkAnglers is not the logistical 
challenges posed to us by the project but the fact that those challenges will largely be minimized by an utter absence of 
anglers wishing to engage our services.

1061 2195 The vast majority of our guided wade fishing trips (approximately 1500 people) are conducted on 2 miles of private water 
that we lease in the Wellsville/Swissvale area, directly downstream from the upper installation zone for the project.

1061 2200 Not only will we lose this business during this time, and in the process lose some of these customers forever, interrupt the 
powerful referral chain that this buisiness normally generates, and weaken the realtionships we have with other tourism 
businesses in the area, the setback from this downturn and I fear that many of our best guides will leave for better 
opportunities elsewhere - after all, not only will there be less guiding work but the conditions under which it will be performed 
will be compromised as well.

1061 2198 I love fishing with you guys (or on the arkansas River) but I'm going to skip the Arkansas for a year or two and will come 
back to it when things settle down."  Our clientele has a large Front Range and regional component

1061 2194 We anticipate a major increase in trespass incidents on our lease during the season of the event and traffic issues for both 
wade and float trips in terms of getting to and from the river.

1061 2197 In my travels arount the state promoting our fishery, "Over the River" has become an increasingly popular topic of 
discussion, mainly in the form of questions regarding it from my audience.  I have explained repeatedly that the project will 
only cover eight miles of actual river surface, that all of that river surface is located in Bighorn Sheep Canyon and that there 
will be no construction above Salida, that the project will only be "open" for two weeks, that I do not project any significant 
impacts to the fish or aquatic food chain,…etc.  The response that I have received through has been categorically negative 
and can be summarized as follows:  "I don't care where they're building it, that whole place is going to bhe a zoo and I don't 
want any part of it.

1061 2199 Many of these guests fish with us multiple times in a year.  All of them spend significant amounts of money in our shops on 
flies, terminal tackle and equipment.  And the feedback I am getting is that most of these people will not be visiting the 
Arkansas in the years surrounding the project.

1061 2204 For one whose business has been based on relationships, I see our efforts to protect our business from destruction by this 
project as countered by the backlash that will result from that very attempt.  We are damned if we do and damned if we don't.
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1061 2205 As I have passed sleepless nights working through the scenarios and issues that "Over the River" brings to my doorstep, I 

have tried to triage the situation and look for a pathway through this for ArkAnglers.  Ideally, the project would not be 
approved and we could continue celebrating the real events of the valley - snowfall, hatches, high water, fall colors.  That is 
what I am asking for.  That is the best solution in my opinion, certainly for my business and the fishing community.

1061 2206 Barring that, the artists should provide funding for a marketing/public relations package to be implemented at the conclusion 
of the project.  ArkAnglers will likely be in survival mode at that point and will not have the budget to fulfill our accustomed 
role as marketers, public relations directors, and ambassadors of the fishery.  It will take some years, even with funding, to 
restore the Arkansas River to its newly acquired position of distinction on the marquee of Colorado fisheries.

1061 2207 It is simply not right, after our years of cooperation with the BLM and efforts on behalf of developing the economic engine 
that fishing on the Arkansas has become, to push us, our business, and the greater enterprise we represent, behind a 
curtain of financial ruin.

1061 2208 We don't claim to be more important than anyone else, or to demand preferential treatment or concurrence with our views of 
the project, but we do contend that the arrival on the scene of this new act should in no way compromise the integrity of your 
existing partnerships or the essential fishing experience that is currently being enjoyed by thousands of visitors each year.  
You have a moral responsibility to insure that the that our business and the future of fly fishing on the Arkansas is not 
compromised by "Over the River".  I hope you will give this issue your strongest consideration as you work through the 
process that lies ahead.

1061 2193 Aside from a decided slant to their aesthetic, the common thread to their response was a resignation to the fact that if this 
project comes to fruition, there may be several years ahead during the construction, viewing and dismantlement of the art 
work when fishing the Arkansas will not be an attractive proposition.

1057 1798 In three years there will be more residents living in the area adding more cars to Hwy 50 in addition to the increase in truck 
traffic.  250000 people looking at the art project would over-load the highway and make a congested dangerous situation all 
the way between Canon City and salida.

1056 1797 I heard a business person (real estate agent) say "well the environment was disturbed when the rail went in and building the 
hwy altered the river" so what can be wrong with this project.  The difference is - this project is for personal gain only not for 
public mobility or major transporting as the train was used for - even thought it is not longer used.    Our tax $ pay BLM 
Managers, can they be on "stand by" for 3 months.

1056 2192 Visitors and residents alike tend to be very careless - July, Aug are very dry months and the danger usually high.  There is 
no way anyone can police all areas for lit cigaretttes, camp fires, or other items burning.

1055 1789 Emergency Responders - Where I live we have several people with serious health concerns.  Its tough to get emergency 
service on a good day and no fault to these ERS people.  Yes! We would have helicopter service so they say.  Who and 
Where will they land a helicopter in the canyon on good days, not considering a high wind day.
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1055 1793 It may well bring in some much needed revenue for the 2 counties, but at what cost?

1055 1792 Post Office - I know mail carriers are on a very strict time schedule which I don't see as getting any better with this fiasco.

1054 2190 The value they bring for our youth.  Jobs and opportunities.  The opportunity to meet wordwide supporters of the artists, 
meeting different cultures and the realization the world is far bigger and a diversified place.

1054 1785 This project for bringing to an area creditiblity and social economic recognition. i.e. the prestibe of their art vs the stigma of 
prisions.  The economic benefits this community will reap.  Tourism is our alleged claim & what this project brings to the 
table in regards to tourism during and after the project cannot be discredited or ignored.

1053 1784 This "art" project would have a very negative effect on our overall outdoor experience.  Hence, if it is permitted to move 
forward, my group plans to pursue other fishing alternatives.

1052 1779 I believe Over the River will give our area and state an economic boost which will continue for years.  I met Jeanne-Claude 
and Christo in December 1996 on the same day I attended a BLM Resource Advisory Council meeting.  I was also on the 
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area citizen Task Force for many years.    This is a temporary projec.  Although non have 
been as big as this, there have been many temporary events on public lands.  Our Arkansas river is beautiful, (which is the 
reason the artists want to use it), but it has an interstate highway and railway right next to it, and is the most heavily 
commercial rafted river in the world.  Mining has impacted the river and many agencies have spent years improving the 
water quality.  The Bureau of Reclamation carefully monitors the water quality, which is heavily augmented by Western slope 
water.  For better or worse, we have laid a very heavy footprint on our river.  Forest Service Supervisor Bob Leverton has 
remarked that our national forests on the Front Range are really urban forests needing to be managed for many uses 
including recreation, fire, disease and preservation.  Our river is the same.  The artists working with you and the other 
agencies, will take all care that wildlife will not be impacted, any more than presently happens.  The artists pay for all costs 
involved and we may end up in better shape than we were before.

1052 2187 Some people in the west end of Fremont County do not like this project but the public lands and river belong to all citizens of 
the United States.

1052 2189 They are complaining of the traffic, but when the Broncos play there is terrible traffic, but no one shuts down the Broncos.

1052 2188 The good economic effects of this project outweigh any inconveniences.  The westenders whose to move to the mountains 
where they knew they would have the many inconveniences of storms, rock slides, long commutes to work and slower 
emergency services than if they lived in town.  They should look upon this as economic opportunity and maybe rent out their 
houses for the two weeks and vacation elswhere.

1050 1777 The fact that tourism is a significant industry in Colorado is an important consideration.  Over the River will bring people from 
all over the world to Colorado and economic benefits to the entire state.

1049 1776 The will put us on the Art Map internationally.
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1048 1769 This OTR will impose major socio-economic constraints on the travel of local citizens and commercial trucks which must 

travel the US Hwy 50 corridor between Salida and Canon City, resulting in a negative impact on the citizens who depend on 
this route for food, medicine, medical emergency response and commerce.    For commerical transporters, there are no 
other really viable roads to use, as all ancillary routes are not built to sustain the amount of rerouted traffic this project would 
require.  The re-routing of local and commercial traffic over sub-standard roads to either Canon City or to Salida would add 
hours more travel time, and add excess wear and maintenance to vehicles.  I find it incomprehensible that the State of 
Colorado would be willing to impair the flow of commerce across our state in a timely manner.  Mail into and out of Cotopaxi 
is already slow enough that upon moving here, we had to pay some bills on line and send others overnight express to insure 
that we would not be accessed late fees, something that happened regularly when we depended solely upon the USPS to 
deliver our payments in a timely fashion.  Now you are aksing that locals willingly accept yet further delays in timely mail 
delivery, etc.  You state that commercial vehicles would be re-routed around the OTR.  Frankly, the supporting arteries were 
NOT constructed to support that degree and weight of traffic.  US Highway 50 constitutes the life-line for people living in the 
Arkansas River Valley or off one of its adjacent roads.  Our family, typical of citizens here, must travel 1 hour 20 minutes 
east to Canon City or 1 hour 10 minutes south east to Westcliffe, or 50 minutes west to Salida just to buy groceries and 
other essentials, as the cotopaxi Store carries only a small amount of goods, gas, and produce.  (These travel times are 
without taking tourist season into account. People here live in a love-hate relationship with tourists, depending on them for 
their economic input into the community, but knowing that travel time, etc, must be increased exponentially during that time 
period.)

1048 1774 Like many other Americans, I enjoy art and I accept that "Art" remains in the eye of the beholder.  I walked his golden 
Wrapped Walk Ways in Loose Park and saw his Gates in Central Park.  I didn't oppose these projects because mitigation 
was possible and compromise could be reached.  More than one roadway to the venue was possible, so although traffic 
patterns were changed, peoples lives were not severly impacted.  They were free to attend the venue or not.  That is NOT 
the case here in Christo's Over the River Project.     When physically walking on Christo's Wrapped Walk Ways in Loose 
Park, the project impacted me on an emotional level;  As I walked, my forward movement created a mini-wind which caused 
the fabric to undulate in a magical wave-like motion.  It gave me a sense of wonderment like a child.  I just kept wanting to 
keep walking just to see the motion created.  Again in New York city, the wind combined with the sky to create a sense of 
altered reality as Christo's panels of fabric gates fluttered overhead.

1048 2183 This stretch of US Hwy 50 is part of only four east-west roads traversing Colorado, and it consitutes a vital part of one of the 
two main routes used by truckers to transport goods east-west state wide.

1048 1768 We are local Fremont County residents who live 7.5 miles north of Cotopaxi off of CR-12.  This project will greatly affect our 
lives/life-style from implementation through completion.

1048 2185 My husband is on the Indian Springs Volunteer Fire Squad.  Would someone who needs their services get help in time, or 
would the victim's home burn because equipment and volunteers were impeded a timely response by the OTR project?

1048 2184 This project will invade my home, severely impacting life style, possibly even threatening my right to secure emergency 
services.
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1048 1775 They claim the project will only be here for two weeks, but I know better, for I have lived with the creation and the destruction 

of two of their previous projects.  They have a history of not completing their clean-up after a project, too, claiming to be "too 
old to have time to finish every little thing.

1046 1765 I believe the small inconvenience this project may bring is totally outweighed by the benefit it will bring to the community.

1044 2173 Their extensive research and the minimal length of time that each project requires have always resulted in making Christo's 
projects optimally effective and memorable.

1044 2172 The Christos had a positive effect on humankind and other living creatures inhabiting the area.

1044 1763 They are remarkable and world renowned artists who have a long and successful history of creating sensitive and beautiful 
environmental artworks.

1043 1762 Colorado is fortunate to have a second opportunity to see the work of these great artists.  I'm sure we can expect the same 
remarkable transformation among those who are at first fearful of the effects.

1041 2171 These same people reap the benefit of similar projects all over the world and the "not in my backyard" sentiment is selfish 
and inopportune.

1041 2170 It is unfortunate that a handfull of local citizens are crying wolf about an inconvenience to their lifestyles.

1041 1761 Justifiably this art is more difficult to grasp.  It is avant-garde.  It is not something to possess.  "One is not motivated by 
desire or fear, but rather simply held in aesthetic arrest by a rhythm of beauty and mystery.  We are turned from pure object 
into pure subject.  Thus are has a certain psychological value - one of the diminishment of ego, of non-possession - just pure 
awe"     With the proper studies, planning and permits we are confident  the BLM can allay the majority of the obvious 
concerns.

1041 2169 While I understand the fears associated with wildlife impact and the probable highway congestion, I feel the value of the 
project overwhelmingly outweights the concerns.

1040 1756 During construction traffic will be disrupted and delayed.

1040 1758 After the thing is up, traffic will be slow and people who live in the canyon or who commute to Salida or Canon City will face 
major inconvenience.  .

1040 2168 The county wants the revenue from visitors, but it is not worth the cost of our citizens and our way of life.

1039 1755 Besides the concern of traffic and saftey, besides the concern of the animal's habitat that naturally live in the canyon, 
besides the concern of trash left behind from tourists, I have the concern of what will be done with the fabric once the "show" 
is over.
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1038 2164 Do we damage the fragile Arikansas River environment at the whim of a "world famous" artist?

1038 2165 Do we allow it in order that some local businesses can turn a fast buck?

1036 1750 It will greatly benefit our community for the time it is here.  It will make history.

1035 2162 This increased traffic congestion can certainly be an issue to the people who live in the area and to people visiting to view 
the "Art."  This aspect of the project should certainly be included in the evaluation.

1034 1748 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.  It 
will give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land and the friendliness of our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

1033 1747 The information given to me by the BLM representative that I spoke with, the public comments are about 80% against this 
project.  Does that not speak volumes?  I came away from the meeting feeling that this was a done deal.  This project will 
progress in some form.  Will anyone in the permitting agencies risk being labeled a "small town hick" by the in crowd and 
step up to do his or her job?

1032 1742 As residents and business owners in Chaffee County we would like to express our support for the proposed Over the River 
Project by Christo and jeanne-Claude.  Their attention to detail in the preparation of their projects demonstrates their 
commitment to preserve the natural beauty of the areas selected.

1029 2157 It will be easy to describe work-arounds that claim to mitigate disruptions, past projects in the canyon have proven that it is 
impossible to maintain reasonable  traffic flows.

1029 2156 Construction or accidents that reduce even one lane of traffic make trips in the direction (either to Salida or Canon City) of 
the disruption impossible.

1027 1736 There will also be tremendous benefits accuring the Fremont county and the entire state of Colorado.  The state could 
NEVER BUY the kind of publicity that will accompany this world-class event.  Tourism boards scramble every year with 
fundraising and budgets to attract more tourism to our lovely state…tourism that goes elswhere if Colorado sleeps.  Fremont 
County is one of the poorest rural counties in the state.  With effective pre-planning, it could be an economic bonanza for the 
entire area.  Spin-off benefits will be an infusion of dollars to area hotels, restaurants, retail outlets and other tourist 
attractions.  The artists also plan to hire many local residents for preparatory work on the project, as well as during the event, 
and for cleanup effors.  Perhaps some of the tourists who pass through will be so enchanted with the area's natural beauties 
that they will buy homes or open new businesses here.

1027 1737 Worst case scenarios, imagining total area chaos because of this temporary two week event.  There is always a price to pay, 
measured perhaps by some personal discomfort and temporary inconvenience, when opening ones door to the world.

1027 2154 There will be large costs associated with safeguarding the publc, the river environment, and affected wildlife.
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1026 1734 As for the people that have to commute to Canon or Salida they will simply have to account for the possible traffic delays.  

This is what they had to do for road repairs and resurfacing that occurred during the yrars.

1026 1732 The Over the River project would help our town, canon city, and those thown around us.  The advertisement of the "River 
Project" would be national, bringing visitors from our own country and probably many foreign countries.  This would be great 
exposure our for area and a boost for our other tourists sites and motels.  This may also bring in extra monies for food, 
lodging, and other items.  With the increased exposere,   This would most likely bring higher summer trade.

1025 1731 …project will enhance appreciation of our Arkansas River and be a benefit to our state.  Since 1971 I have experienced 
Christo/Jeanne-Claude projects four states including colorado  Projects are always catalysts to healthy discussions of 
public/private land use, public/private funding.

1024 1729 …created major safety and commerce issues for the residents, tourists and businesses.

1024 1730 How does one get to a medical appointment in Pueblo on time without having to deal with construction and other travel 
barriers, especially if the person being transported is have surgery or has had and may be in physical pain?

1024 2153 Highway 50 is a mojor artery for out communities.  This project will only clog and conjest travel for those who rely on time 
schedules for employment and appointments.

1020 1725 The scrutiny that Over the River is subject to is appropriate and necessary.  Because they want this project to be successful 
and appreciated by the community, Christo and Jeanne-Claude have no interest at all in disregarding any concerns that 
citizens have about this project.

1017 1723 Christo and jeanne-Claude will benefit financially and certain local businesses in the Fremont county area will reap rewards.  
…the vast majority of citizens will receive nothing from the venture other than the opportunity to observe it.  For the average 
citizen it offers only an interim item of interest.

1017 1722 …redeeming points to allowing the project are economical.

1016 1716 …not…the anticipated increases in traffic volume will inordinately inconvenience area residents.

1016 1718 …this project will provide the Upper Arkansas Valley with a widely sought, and much needed, economic opportunity.

1014 1712 …his International Reputation will do to substantially culturize this area.  Fremont County is a relatively poor county and this 
project will bring untold opportunities.

1013 1704 Potential disaster could cost a lot, potential economic gain.

1013 1708 Since all of us residents have no choice but to use highway 50, how to we get out on the crowd and lock?  We often have to 
turn left also.
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1012 1701 Our company is highly concerned about the traffic issues.  Our company uses that stretch of highway daily.  It is vital to our 

operation.    Several of our personnel also live in the west end and would be subjected to the same circumstances.  If these 
issues are not handled in a fashion acceptable to our company that we are 100% opposed to this project.

1011 1700 ..adequate law enforcement and emergency personnel ( the west end is already lacking in full time protection and 
coverage).  …steps that will be taken to satisfy.

1010 1697 My teenage children and I drove along the hills of California to enjoy the wonderful exhibition of Christo's Umbrella project a 
few years ago.  It was a magical day and everyone we met was so happy and proud of the work they were doing, so happy 
to help.  California benefited from the Umbrella Project, New York from the Gates and I'm sure Colorado will benefit greatly 
from Over the River Project.  Colorado cannot miss this opportunity to be part of a great moment in time.  I look forward to 
bringing my grown children to float down the river under the Christo's art project.

1009 1696 I live with my husband in the Parkdale area.  My husband is retired/disability and I still work and drive highway 50 everyday.  
My husband has numerous health problems and traffic congestion would be a great concern.     I was born and raised in 
Canon City and lived in Salida area.    I am an artist myself but I don't feel its about the art as much as being in the headlines.

1009 2150 Many many people travel highway 50 to make their living and how this impacts them.

1009 2149 That combined with the art project and the New Royal Gorge project I feel the impact is too much for the area, not to mention 
we also have the rafting companies which all proposes a problem.

1007 1694 The natural beauty and wildlife of this canyon will certainly be impacted with the panel installation as well as by the traffic 
and pollution generated by the great number of visitors anticipated.

1004 1692 We are all aware that the BLM has been mandated by law to maintain the integrity of the land.  As an artist I would love to 
see the Arkansas River "dressed up" and looking beautiful in the early morning sunlight and summer sunsets.

999 1690 As the Area Coordinator for the Sculpture Program at Colorado State University I feel this work has tremendous artistic merit.
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998 1689 It was with extreme distress that I became aware that the DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping 

meeting as having "approximately 53 trained firefighters on call 24 hours a day".  The DMFPD does not have 53 firefighters 
available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regular jobs, miles and hours away from the stations.  
We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.  The DMFPD has a tenuous mutal aid 
agreement with the surrounding fire departments since the board does not allow our trucks to go outside the district.  The 
greatest percentage of land encompassed by the Christo project is BLM.  Our departments cannot fight fires in this area 
unless requested by the BLM to do so, and only red-darded personnel will then be allowed.  Our dispatch personnel has 
been so limited during the past year that the board was recently advised it would have to be shut down if more volunteers 
were not found.  During the past 17 years that I have attended board meetings, this lack of personnel has been a consistent 
problem.  No matter how many firefighters, trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to 
the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 
2-lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is impossible for a least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side.

995 1687 I have heard a BLM official make the comment that this project will be approved unless concerns are brought about that 
cannot be mitigated.  Well how about a few of these:  loss of work by commuters and small business, endangerment of 
water quality along the entire Arkansas river drainage, a possible infectious epidemic resulting in 500+ dead bighorn sheep, 
noise pollution and safety concerns for residents, etc.

995 1688 A few hotels and gas stations might make a few extra dollars, but is it really worth it?

995 1683 I have both an art and a biology dereee and ully understand that are come in may shapes and forms which are aesthetically 
pleasing, usually only to a percentate of the population.  T  No understanding that those of us who live and work here will be 
the ones negatively impacted.

987 1677 Even though the art project will be displayed over a 2-week period of time, the preparation and construction time is 3 years 
prior to the event.

985 1676 I never thought I's ever, ever have the opportunity to see on of their creations up close and personal.    The highway has 
lasting impact; the railroad has lasting impact.  …the lasting impact of this project will be on the economy of the area--a very 
positive impact indeed.

984 1675 This type of art in our community is always a benefit to our area merchants and sales tax base.

981 1672 The Christo's will employ local citizens - sctually pay them money, to execute the art work.

981 1673 Tourists will come from all of the world to see the project.  International press will cover the installation as well as any and all 
obstacles to the completion of the work.  I would like to see the influx of capital and a positive represention of my 
government employees.

977 1671 It will be an economic driver for the state and surrounding areas.
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976 1669 ..this project might prove beneficial financially in the short term for the local community, I believe that the traffic associated 

with it would overwhelm the capacity of the road system and disturb local wildlife.    I suppose that they are easily distracted 
by the natural beauty of the canyon.  This problem would only worsen.

971 1667 ..economic windfalls, joy of experencing the art, environmental, traffic, emergency access etc.

969 1666 …animals, humans, will all suffer ffrm the displacement this very temporary "art project".

962 1661 There are lots of liability issues.

961 1656 The money that is gained by various companies and organizations employed to accomplish their art projects has got to be 
staggering.  It will generate tourism and that means money.

960 1655 It will make my life very difficult, unpleasant and possibley dangerous for at least 2 years.

959 1654 …obvious concerns about traffic congestion during the construction period and the exhibition, sanitation and trash removal, 
final clean-up, insurance.  The agencies involved will expend many dollars from funds which could be much better used for 
already approved programs and projects.

958 1652 Our community needs all the economic support it can get and Christo & jean Clusde's project will generate loads of interest 
in this valley.  That will translate into many visitors.  Jobs, tax dollars, national attention.

954 1651 My husband and I own a business in Salida which could possibly benefit from the increased tourism from this project.  The 
beauty of the canyon as it is attracts sufficient tourists.

952 1647 It will be very good for the economy of Fremont county with all the publicity we will get from a project like this.

950 1643 I have been heavily involved in the local and regional community for many years and have seen tremendous economic 
growth in Fremont County.  Such a well-publicized project as "Over the River" would once again promote our beloved area 
to countless individuals across the world that would travel to Fremont just to see this newest artistic feat by Christo.  Our 
wonderful local families, communities, and businesses derserve the economic boost that this project would undoubtedly 
provide, and it would largely enhance tax revenues that would directly affect the local area as well as the entire state.

949 1642 It will attract tourist and tourist spend money.  We already have tourist who spend money and jam our highway.

947 1641 I work at Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway, but I also live on County Road 3A and will be one of the residents directly 
affected by the Christo and Jeanne-Claude's "Over the River" project.  A boost to our local and regional economy.

946 1639 ..widespread "FREE" publicity the project would generate woul help offset the devastating impact of the demise of 
substantial state tourism funding that has been seen the past several years in our state.  Visitors and tax dollars that this 
artistic endeavor would bring to Fremont County and to Colorado?

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 27 of 71Socioeconomic  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
946 1640 The types of artists and art lovers that would be attracted to such a project are completely outside, above and beyond 

Colorado's traditional market share and target.  Opportunity that would enhance the local job market, attract individuals who 
would not otherwise visit our beautiful state, know to be one of Colorado's greatest treasures: Fremont County.  Would 
benefit the arts in general by instigating a thoughtful discussion and promoting are awareness throughout the entire region 
and even the world.

945 1638 Many people were employed to setup, maintain and dismantle the exhibit.

945 1637 How much revenue the exhibit brought to the area.

944 1635 …huge business increases because of this project.

944 1634 My primary concern is for the residents and others who routinely use the Hwy 50 corridor from Colorado Springs, Canon 
City, Salida, Buena Vista nad all communities in between, who will be unable to conduct their day to day activities including 
going to work, receiving/making various deliveries and having readily accessible emergency services including ambulance, 
fire and police services  It's very risky to put a plan in place which is logistically strained during our normally busy summers 
without the addition of an estimated 250,000 more onlookers (the simple task of removing stalled vehicles blocking lanes 
becomes a large problem…how do tow trucks maneuver through a canyon full of stopped cars?  Our governmental agnecies 
are in plact to provide that measure of safety.

943 1632 This project is an asset to this area and would provide a huge financial benefit to Salida and adjacent areas.

941 1631 The tourist industry, the rafters, the camera bugs, and the curious.

937 1628 Will certainly add a boost of extra income to the area.

936 1626 The project will draw many tourists to our economically challenged area and will benefit our communities financially for years 
to come.

932 1624 It will not only have positive economic impact but will position Colorado as a recognized cultural center in the US.

929 1618 Would bring in additional tourist dollars.

925 1614 …that this project may drastically increase visitation to the canyon as far as tourism is concerned, but there aren't enough 
facilities in the area to handle the influx of people, nor are there adequate highways in the area.

925 1613 You'll probably face litigation and restraining orders should this be approved prior to publishing a complete habitat impact 
study.

924 1612 I own a piece of property in Howard Colorado.  I enjoy fishing this river quite a bit and I feel this would greatly hinder my 
ability to fish the river.
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923 1611 It will give us an opportunity to show first time visitors what this wonderful county has to offer from the fine arts & dining, to 

natural hot springs, and to all the outdoor sports & natural beauty.

921 1610 The artwork will bring economic opportunities to a large and important part of this areas economy.

919 2126 I see this project as a wonderful opportunity to revive some of the recent loss, putting Salida back on the art map.

919 1609 …the benefits this project will bring to our county.  Five years ago Chaffee County was known as an artist community.  In the 
last two years many galleries have closed and numerous artists have been forced to move out of the area.

919 2127 From a fiscal perspective the jobs, additional revenue and attention the area would receive would be a gift we can not nor 
should not refuse.

918 2125 If the proposed exhibit is approved to proceed, my friend and I will have to find another venue for the duration.  I suspect that 
many other fishermen would make the same choice.

918 1608 A friend of mine and I have visited the Arkansas to enjoy the magnificent trout fishing and western scenery every summer for 
several years.  It will be quite disruptive for the fishermen.

916 1607 Art on public lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than to many other multiple uses that occur on public land.

913 1602 …or jeopardizes, the safety not only of the environment, including the wildlife, but the LIVES of humans - several thousand - 
who live (LIVE) here.

907 2113 This project will not occur over a two week period but over a period lasting approximately three years.

907 1596 I am concerned about increased risks to humans and the environment posed by this project.    During much of this time 
there will be construction activity along US Highway 50 that will necessitate lane closures.  Such closures will cause 
increased risk to the public traveling along Highway 50 (not to mention the construction workers).  …closures as 
necessary…to insure public safety" the fact is that their project would be necessitating the closures.  During the exhibition 
period (and probably for the 2-3 months of fabric installation and removal) traffic congestion along Highway 50 is estimated 
to be very heavy (e.g. and estimate 250,000 visitors during the eshibition period).  Such congestion will involve additional 
risk to the public including potential problems for travel of emergency vehicles along Highway 50.

905 1595 The benefit to Salida to have visitors from all over the world come and visit our friendly town will be immense.

903 1586 Highway 50 is often closed for truck accidents or convict recapture.  The project will do more for colorado than all the 
unappropriated state funds for tourism could ever have done.

900 1583 I live in Salida and have a home in Coaldale.  The project will enhance the local beauty and is worth any inconvenience.
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896 2111 Is the loss of one life or someone's home due to an ambulance or fire truck not being able to get to a scene worth the 

"possible" money collered rags flying over the Arkansas River "may" bring into the County?

889 1577 people must be given equal consideration along the river.  County Road 45 will be turned into a congested parking lot.

886 1576 As an ardent fly fisherman with a second home in Salida, I spend many days each year on the Arkansas-mosely fishing, and 
some guiding, helping out a local fly shop when they get busy.

882 1574 …consider the enormous impact this event will have on the citizens, wildlife, ecology and environment of Western Fremont 
County.  The artist conduct a full Environmental Impact Study rather than an Environmental Assessment.

881 1573 The project would be economically beneficial for the area for several years.  The opportunity to see the world in a new way is 
well worth the effort.

880 1570 With potentially half a million people attending the event, an enormous amount of solid waste will be generated.  Christo's 
foot print should extend beyond the areas where the fabric will be placed, and should include the entire corridor from Salida 
to Canon City.

880 1567 As a resident who lives off of Highway 50 on CR101/49 (also known as Bear Creek), our family, the surrounding 
environment and wildlife will be impacted by the proposed Christo "Over the River" project.    This is only fair and ensuress 
the event is not just "rubber stamped".

879 1566 …concerning the proposed Christo project.  There seems to be an ever growing controversy that is disturbing the peaceful 
discouse between the residents of Colorado.  …it is imperative that an Environmental Impact Statement be presented to the 
public.

877 2093 Hwy 50 is a lifeline for everyone who lives in this area.

876 2090 The project is curently to be evaluated by an Environmental Assessment (EA).  The magnitude of the impacts that I have 
observed by both studying the materials provided at the public scoping meeting in Salida, and from a long standing personal 
connection with the river corridor absolutely demand that this project analysis be upgraded to a full Environmental Impact 
Study (EIS).

876 1562 The Over the River Project by Christo and Jeanne-Claude has created a large controversy with its very serious potential for 
human and natural resource impacts.

873 1560 Recreation:  I have been accustomed, over the years, to hosting out-of-state/country friends on river rafting/fishing trips to 
show off the beauties of the Arkansas Valley and the surrounding area.
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873 1559 Public Safety:  The increased traffic will inevitably increase the need for amublance access, fire fighters and police 

assistance, while simultaneously prev enting these helpers from being able to get to the point of need.  This would apply 
equally to the local residents and the tourist.  The Arkansas River Valley in the narrow in may places for helicopter access.  
What an evil-intentioned terrorist might make of such a high profile, vulnerable target makes me shudder.

870 1553 I am a resident in the area that will be directly impacted.  The people who will be affected the most by this URBAN project 
should be the ones considered.  We are the ones who have to drive the Route on a daily basis to and from work.  Who rely 
on emergency vehicles to reach our homes in a timely manner, receive business or personel deliveries without impairment.

869 1552 There are over 4,500 people who live off of Highway 50 from Canon City to Salida.  How will these citizens get to doctor's 
appointments, to work, to the grocery store, have mail, newspapers, water and propane delivered, obtain veterinarian care 
for their livestock, ship and receive hay (the event is scheduled fro July - August)?

869 1548 …there will be a 3 full years of disruption to the Canyon-not 2 weeks, and the river banks will be permanently disfigured-
caissons will be left in the ground.

868 1547 …the Over the River Project is a wonderful and a once in a lifetime experience for all of us in Colorado to witness this 
temporary (only 14 day) work of art which has been proposed by Christo and Jeanne-Claude.

866 1545 This is 3 yrs and more of nothing but inconvience. Rerouting isn't much of an option-few side roads and even less alternat 
roads.  Take it to a more logical and safer place.

863 1540 I fly out to Colorado Springs several times a year for uncrowded and pristine fly fishing on the lower Arkansas River 
upstream and downstream from Texas Creek.  If you approve this ludicrous plan, I will take my tourist dollars up to Fort 
collins and the Cache Le Poudre river or down to new Mexico and the cimarron River.

860 2085 For fisherman this will greatly impact their use and pleasure of the river.

857 1537 ..this is an enormous wonderful project.  It is temporary.  There will be traffic.

855 1530 ..interacting with a broad range of people who will come here as workers, volunteers and aficiionados,..an opportunity to 
bring ART to kids.  And engineering, and wildlife management, and economics, and geology, and environmental studies.

855 1527 ..opportunity to view and participate in world-class art.

855 1531 A road way desinged for 20,000 cars supporting an estimated 10.000 on the 2 peak weekends should be manageable.

855 2083 Will residents be any more delayed than during a typical "chip and seal" project?

855 1528 ..immediate and long-term economic benefits.
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852 1525 This project will benefit the area by raising the awareness of issues that of concern to the residence and users of the the 

river for water a recreation

851 1524 …believe this will be a positive event for our community and will provide a large economic benefit to the region.    T

851 2081 We do, however, have a few concerns for Fremont County, particularly with regard to the time of the event.    This is 
generally the busiest time of year for tourism in Fremont County.  On the surface, it may seem like perfect timing, but there is 
great concern that the hotels, restaurants, and other tourist attractions will not be able to accommodate the increased 
tourism expected to result from this project at this already busy time of year.

851 2082 The additional influx of people will create much more traffic, leading us to another potentioal problem.  The Cotopaxi schools 
will be back in school at this time, and this is an issue that needs to be addressed.  …an alternate mode of transprotation for 
these children will need to be figured out.

850 1521 ..the crowds, traffic jams, noise, pollution and disturbance to our way of life here in the Arkansas Valley.

849 1520 I live in Pueblo, and when we have visitors we take them to Canon City and Salida area regularly.  I would not take anyone 
to see the river draped in so called "artistic dress".

848 2079 The Over the River Project will bring recognition to Colorado as a progressive, culturally aware state.  It will be an economic 
boost to the area and will have, I believe, a positive effect on tourism well beyond its short installation period.

847 1517 The disruption to the environment and wildlife habitat is just too great a price to pay for two weeks of chaos.  The vastness of 
issues this project has created.

847 2078 The bank s of the river being trampled upon and broken by cable anchors, birds panicking when caught in the panels, cars, 
buses, and RVs crashing into one another as the "viewing" takes place - how can this be worth it?

846 1515 Who is in charge to see they cleanup the river after it's over?

845 1512 This project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our communities.

844 2074 The "Over the River" project is scheduled to have a lengthy construction period, a two week presentation time, and a 
demolition period.

844 2075 What happens to the people; or the animals; or the canyon; or the water; or the air we breathe; or COLORADO?

844 1511 There are thousands of people that will be affected by this process and many feel we are being neglected by our agencies 
that should be protecting us and the environment that we are so very proud to call Colorado.

844 2077 During the presentation period of two weeks there are proposed to be close to an average of 6000 vehicles per day, more 
during the weekend than the week days.  What will that do to the air quality in the canyon?
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840 2073 Any positive effects this project will have on the area will be more than offset by the danger to the wildlife and natural beauty 

of the canyon and by the hardship and inconvenience to the citizens who use the canyon as a regual route of travel and 
recreations.

840 1498 Canon City residents are truly blessed with such a remarkable place in our "backyard".  We have lived here for three years 
and have stated many times how lucky we are to have the BLM to help protect such a beautiful area of Colorado.  We are 
fortunate that just a few miles from our home we can watch the bighorn sheep graze along the river bank and climb the 
canyon walls.  We have seen the rams perform their mating rituals, and marveled at them butting heads to establish status 
over the ewes.  We have heard the echo bouncing off the canyon walls as their horns hit.  We have watched the young 
sheep as they play along the river banks, drink from the waters of the river, and learn their way in the wild.  We have 
watched the bald eagle and the kinfisher dive for fish in the Arkansas.  We've seen the dipper and the great blue heron 
along the banks of the river, as well as the many ducks and their young.  We've watched the fishermen cast their lines into 
the water and we've seen the trout swimming in the pools.

837 2068 Some of the people who live and commute along the river, may be inconvenienced for a very short period of time.

837 1495 Because of the nature of my business, I will not directly benefit from the project.  But, the positive economic impact on many 
businesses and sales tax revenues for cities and counties will be huge.  That impact should weigh heavily in any decision.

835 2065 The taxpayers do not want to pay as it takes away from the tax-supported projects and services that deserve each agencies 
consideration.

835 1491 The economic gain will be samll and short term but the disturbance, damage, increased traffic along a corridor that can't 
handle it additional crime and judicial processes is long term.

835 1490 I carefully reviewed all the information presented about the "Over the River" project at the Salida Senior Center.  I have 
grave, concerns about how heavily this will impact the area both environmentally and service wise.

834 2067 If there were a reason for the project that would contribute to the public welfare we feel there is so much danger (not so 
much in the construction itself) in the way people will behave while negotiating through, past or around it.

834 1493 As it is now, even our local people travel the Arkansas River Canon carefully because of the rock falls and narrow road.

833 2063 The inconvenences, risk and impact of the "Over the River" are far greater than any benefit the local communities will 
receive.

833 1489 The Jobs created are temporary, the income to businesses generated by "anticipated" visitors is temporary.  The negative 
impact of several (2-3) years of construction and removal far out weighs what short-term benefit, if any we'd enjoy.
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833 1488 Every project of this size and scope involves inconveniences, risks, and unwanted impacts.  Be it building a new road, a 

bridge, or major public project, etc.,  There are downsides.  However, when those projects are completed the community 
enjoys a long-term benefit from the project.

831 1486 As a Salida business owner, I couldn't care less about additional business during this project.

829 2057 The planning process has already brought stimulating discussion and added appreciation of our environment.

829 2056 Over the River will showcase our unique area and bring attention to the beauty of our locale while providing economic 
benefits that will echo for years.

828 2053 It will NOT give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land OR the friendliness our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

828 1477 This project will NOT enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River OR be of ANY benefit to our community.

826 1474 This project will help people from all over the world to understand and enjoy the natural beauty of this part of Colorado.

826 1475 It will help tremendously on an economic impact for the majority of the state of Colorado, especially the local areal.

825 1473 I frequently fish the Arkansas River and would decline from visiting the area if the project is approved.  The Arkansas River 
valley is beautiful natural place on its own right without any help from the French "artist".

824 1472 This project will bring attention to Colorado in a very positive way.  It will be a source of beauty and wonder.  It will be 
professionally and sensitively applied at no cost to the state.  It will be temporary.

822 1470 Christo and Jean-Claude are two of the most important artists in the world.  I was stunned to hear that a group had formed to 
oppose their project.  Their OVER THE RIVER project will bring even more distinction to the great state of Colorado.

821 2050  I see no benefit to the river and a high probability to damage to it and to farmers and ranchers downstream who depend on 
the Arkansas for irrigation.

821 2049 The resources for accomodating all but a very limited number visitors just aren't there and one could spend years in 
remediation if they were overloaded.

820 1467 This River has been an area of much enjoyment to me both for fishing and for quiet nature of life in Salida.  When I lived in 
Colorado, I made many trips a year to fish the river.  Even though I have been away for 2 years, my 2-3 trips a year bring me 
back to the Arkansas.  Once this project begins, I will not include that destination on my itimerary.

820 2047 Do we really think the big horn sheep and the fishery and the caddis hatch will thrive amongst the construction, traffic, and 
sight-seers who will certainly leave their abuse upon the landscape?

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 34 of 71Socioeconomic  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
819 2046 It would change my decision on whether I would fish that area during the time of the art installation, showing and 

dismantling.  I go to get away not to be moved away due to some activity that can be prevented.

819 1466 Some thought in regards to the local economy and what affect it may impact that economy.  I personally fish the Arkansas at 
Salida 2 time a years.  I spend lots of money while I'm there at restaurants, fly shop, convenient stores, and retail stores.  I'm 
not the only one.  Usually while I'm in Salida, I may see a hundred or more fly fisherman who is enjoying the area mentions 
above.  This area is a very poplual fish spot.

818 1465 As a fisherman, it's hard enough to find solitude on the Arkansas.

815 2043 I don't think the promised financial benefits will be realized.

815 2042 That area of the state isn't compatible of handling the supposed influx of people, the roads, the lodging, the eateries, etc.

815 2044 The "artists" should be required to obtain a permit cosing $5 million dollars and distribute the funds from the permit amongst 
the counties affected directly by it.

814 2040 The OTR project will also provide employment opportunities during all phases of the project, for both skilled and nonskilled 
workers.

814 1456 Salida's economy is dependent on tourism.  The OTR project will be a huge boost to our economy.  We will have to prepare 
for the influx of people and the demand for food and lodging, just like any other major event.

813 2038 The Christo project will not benefit those along the river road but their neighbors to the north.

813 2039 The cost to public entities such as CDOT, fireman, rescue teams, EMT's sheriff offices, etc., all of which already have 
overextended budgets.

812 2034 I am very concerned about access to the river if this project is allowed.

812 2037 My fishing time is more important to me.  I have heard nothing that indicates this momentary quest for notoriety on their part 
will have any lasting positive benefit to the state or counties in which this imposition will take place.

812 2035 I have not seen anything that makes me believe that I will be able to use a fly rod under that canopy.

810 1452 The opportunity to have a project of similar scale and significance in our state will be to the benefit of all concerned.

808 1451 Has anyone suggested using the Railroad tracks as a conveyance for sightseekers?

806 2032 People who will be at risk for drowning---have you ever tried to free yourself from your parachute after landing in a lake?
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806 1450 It will diminish the rafters appreciation of the canyon as they look upward.  It is very hard for me to believe that the State of 

Colorado will ever consent to such a project.

804 2026 Numerous noxious weeds occur in the area and are a continuour management and control concern.  Increased activities 
and impact during the life of the project will require significant input of wee management activities and related local and 
regional expense.  Funding for herbicides, cultural and mechanical management, monitoring and mapping and mose 
importantly time for these activities will increase.

804 2027 If certain weed species get a foothold during the project, it is probable that eradication and control activities may be 
necessary long after the project is just a memory.  At a minimum, a well-funded weed control plan should be developed, 
approved and incorporated before any physical activities begin.

804 2028 The Fremont County Weed Control Manager will look forward to assisting in the development of a meaningful operational 
plan to reduce the impact of this project.

801 2021 Because of expected traffic and crowding that this project will generate, we would not consider the Arkansas River as a 
legitimate angling destination.

799 1435 ..local business will lose because we will travel elsewhere, where we are not burden with the construction activities.  
Businesses will only benefit during the final showing two weeks.  The construction phase will eliminate fishing in these areas 
do to the limited parking and construction equipment.  I am in construction and know how things will play out.

798 2015 I would assume that part of an EIS would also consider the human dilemma of those of us who live within or at the west end 
of the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

798 2016 Please use you influence to insist that the BLM requires an EIS rather than just an Evironmental Assessment and consider 
the total impact, not only to nature, but also to the welfare and safety of the people in this area.

798 2018 Rather than ask you to take sides, I am asing for your help in resolving this issue, which is severely deepening the schism 
that already divides this area.

795 1426 It is incredible, to say the least, that the artistic value of some fabric strung across the Arkansas River would offset the 
damage that will be done to the environment, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn Sheep 
Canyon.

794 1425 I escape the city twice a year for the wilderness, to clear my mind & get re-centered.  If I wanted to huddle under the covers-I 
would do so at home!  I prefer to enjoy the outdoors as they are & should remain-free, clean, clear & as untouched by man 
as possible.
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793 1423 I've spent my entire life working within the art industry, primarily here in colorado.  I love my adopted state as much as I do 

art and the art world.  It would be a pity for Colorado to pass on the opportunity that christo and Jeanne-Claude is offering 
us.  "The Gates" in NYC was not only a spectacular and unifying event for that city, it also brought to town enormous 
revenues as well.  Our state could use those funds, too.

792 1422 The section for Salida to Ricon is one of my favoite sections to float.  The experience of casting to Arkansas brown trout 
under a fabric ceiling would be unique.

791 2001 If you can show something like "During the week of May 15, 2009, between mile marker 160 and 164 the road will be 
reduced to 1 lane of traffic.

791 1999 Posting a "construction" schedule that would show the days crews will be working, where they will be working, when any 
portion of Hwy 50 would be restricted, etc. The people who commute won't be affected every day over the 2 year 
construction perios - but without some type of construction schedule that illustrates that face, it's too easy for "locals to 
assume the worst.

791 2003 This would also help0 to show that you won't be working during peak summer tourism or during the winter - which should go 
a long way in diffusing "commuter" complaints about the project.

791 1997 Those who drive highway 50 daily for work - seem to be pretty concerned about the construction phase of the project.

791 2010 Many construction jobs (and maybe some "tour guide" jobs) might be available to local skilled workers.  Work is hard to 
come by in that area, so you do have a selling point there if you us local help.

791 2000 Just saying things like "only short spans of the road will be reduced to one lane for short periods of time" isn't concrete 
enough for people to get comfortable that their lives won't be substantially disrupted during the construction period.

791 2002 Normal traffic pattern will resume the following week".  And publishing this type of schedule (on a website and in local 
papers) might go a long way toward showing people that the actual inconvenience is quite small.

791 2004 Any chance you can start work that closes the highway after the "morning commute" hours and wrap up before evening 
commute hours during any parts of the process?

791 2005 That might also help with traffic flow for those who use the road every day.

791 2006 People are worried about congestion and traffic during the exhibit itself.  Reduce some of the passenger car/tourist traffic.

791 2007 Set up a "tour bus" tpe of system where people who want to see the project park at a convenient location (in Canon City, at 
the Royal Gorge, in Salida, etc) then board "tour busses" or "shuttle busses" to go through the canyon.
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791 2008 The existing rest stops, like Spikebuck and 5 points, coul,d be used as "bus stops" where people could exit the buss they are 

on, walk around, view the exhibit, use the facilities, etc., then could board another bus to dontinue the "tour" of the exhibit.  
This would be similar to the way busses run from the Grand Canyon Village to Hermit's Rest on the south rim of the grand 
canyon.

791 2009 A lot of people might like this option because it would let them view the project from the elevated height of a bus, and they 
don't have to "look and drive" at the same time.

790 1414 This is a unique opportunity to bring an international spotlight to the Upper arkansas Valley.   We believe that this project will 
be the last Christo project and the publicity will be even greater than ANY project he has done.  Being in the gourism 
business, our view is that "Over the River" will have a long term effect on the tourism economy in the Valley for years to 
come after the project.  The eyes of not just the nation, but the entire world will be on the Upper Ark Valley.

790 1991 Christo's past project have created a huge following and immense media attention.

789 1990 The claims traffic will be snarled is no biggie, most of the highways in Colorado are during every year.  We can live with it.  It 
isn't like this is I-70

789 1413 I suspect it will bring in a lot of business to all areas, starting with Colorado springs and on up the canyon.  The increase in 
business for that area as a result of this project, well after it is done and gone.

788 1989 The constrution phase will begin the impact, more than 2 years before the fabric is hung (according to the proposed 
schedule)

787 1410 The dis-advantage of the traffic flow (heavy) should be considered, and "Going around" should not have to be an option.

786 1984 The engineer for the project reminded me the covering would only be in place for veiwing for 14 days.  The people interested 
in visiting the site would certainly not wait for the designated 14 days but would more likely come to the area at least 6 month 
or so before the opening date to see how the work was progressing plus often the scheduled dates to see how thins were 
going.  He replied "Oh-I hadnt thought about that!"

786 1408 …a great inconvenience to all of the residents in the area of Route 50 in the Arkansas River Canyon.

784 1406 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.

782 1981 Local communities will bear no costs for the project and will reap significant benefits.

782 1401 The project will be of value in itself and will benefit communities in the area.

779 1395 I was born and raised in Salida, Colorado.  Even though I do not live in the area now, I understand many of the concerns that 
the locals have in regard to the project.  …traffic, the effect on wildlife and the environment.
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776 1393 They say money talks and the people with the money and power will buy the curtain.  Please show them our government is a 

government of the people-by the people-for the people.

776 1391 The lives of people absolutely must be given equal consideration along with the animals, birds, fish and other wonderful 
creations along the river.  County Road 45 will be turned into a congested parking lot threatening the safety and well being of 
local residents.

776 1977 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and to secure necessary food and medical supplies.

776 1392 Hours of river use have increased tremendously over the past couple years and that trend will only continue thusly the OTR 
project will likely be the added load that will cause irreversible damage to the majestic Bighorn Sheep Canyon and the 
beautiful Arkansas River.  Please take a look back and you will see where we are going.

775 1387 Let us say that on a typical summer day there are 200, well this is a very special time so let's make it 500, children and older 
folks who are floating under that curtain.  A typical summer rain storm begins to build, the winds pickup, "Oh that's ok", now it 
becomes hazardous for helicopters to fly, it begins to rain then hail, now the winds are really strong, helicopters are 
grounded, air and ground visibility is near zero, water and rocks are rushing across the highway - All traffic stops.

771 1380 I am an avid flyfisherman and photographer, and I feel that the presence of fabric panels draped over the river would 
negatively impact my ability to enjor this magnificent river and wildlife resource.

771 1971 To have such art displayed where environmental damage is minimized might be good for the city and perhaps the fine Arts 
Center, which is situated algon fountain Creek.

771 1383 I thought that such a project might actually have merit on a river that has little to no sportsman usage, such as Fountain 
Creek in colorado Springs.

770 1379 The BLM nor the State of colorado has any idea what harm if any such a abnormal situation might cause the stretch of the 
Arkansas River valley they propose to cover.

770 1970 These situations, are not money makers for the area.  Rafting, fishing, rock hounds and tourest fill the canyon from Canon 
City to Salida.

770 1969 The area is already at it's peak saturation level concerning the of people in the area during the proposed are hanging time 
period.

769 1378 The crowds and traffic will render the river an undesirable place to fish for a number of years.  For just a two-week viewing, 
we will pay the price of many years of installation and a less vigorous similar period of removing the exhibit.

768 1376 It will interfere with the local fishermen and the tourism business in the area for fishing.
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768 1375 It will disrupt normal life in the area of the river and all roads leading to and from that area will abnormally heavy traffic.

767 1966 This project will negatively impact the ability or desire of people to fish the Arkansas River because of their perceptions of 
the traffic and crowding issues in the years ahead which will negatively impact the commerce that is generated by 
businesses and in communities along the Arkansas River.

767 1968 This is a huge price to pay for a display that will not amount to much more than a month per year and the risk is too great!!

767 1967 Anglers, tourists, weekend campers and sportsman will stay away because of this monstrosity and the impacts will be felt 
outside the installation area because people will refrain from visiting the entire Arkansas River during this time because of 
crowding.

758 1364 …this project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.  It 
will give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land and the friendliness of our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

756 1362 Living in Littleton, I make several trips a year to the Salida area to fish the Arkansas River.  Last summer I even found 
employment in Buena vista so that I could fish the Arkansas regularly.  This is a gorgeous area and the fishing is great.  
…this art display would make me less inclined to visit the Salida area.

756 1961 It would definitely decrease fishing and rafting tourism.

755 1358 This project will directly affect my use and my family's use of the river.  We typically spend several weeks each summer 
fishing and hiking in the proposed project area.  The construction equipment, infrastructure, construction workers, and large 
influx of visitors will negatively affect my use of the river.

755 1361 While the economic impacts to towns along 50 may be positive during the project, the long term negative affect of the project 
on the river, highway and wildlife will ultimately negate any economic gains achieved during the project.

752 1960 It truly pains me to see the overly rich come in and spoil a natural treasure that is loved and enjoyed by all socio-economic 
classes.

751 1351 I travel to Salida and I also go fishing on the river.  There will be monumental traffic jams - frayed tempers-fights- and 
mayhem if this event takes place.  Plus there will be a threat to the public safety of all the residents along the river.

751 1353 The combination of Human Safety concerns and the shut down of ambulance access during these 14 days; don't seem good 
trade offs for the possible dollars that will accrue to the restaurants, motels and gift stores along the river.

747 1347 …a tourism bonanza, so there is an economic motive;

747 1348 …the project will be a major public education acheivement,
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745 1344 Are you going to make Hiway 50 a toll road for the occasion? …the people of Canon City and Salida don't want to pick up 

the tab for all the auto accidents such a spectacle such as this will cause.  Will you son or daughter be driving this hiway?

745 1343 …we would get thousands of people driving up hiway 50 to see this specticle as there would be no Super Bowl to watch.

744 1342 This project will enhance our appreciation of the beauty of the Arkansas River and be of great benefit to our community.  It 
will give us an opportunity to showcase the awesome geography of our land and the friendliness of our people to visitors 
from all over the world.

742 1338 I think it would adversely affect the traffic and crowding on the river for fisherman like myself.  I would reconsider my frequent 
trips to the Arkansas River in its entirety even though the project is proposed for the Bighorn Sheep canyon area.

741 1337 As a property owner in the area that this project, I am very concerned with the potential issues associated with increased 
traffic, pollution and damage to the fishery and wildlife habitat.

740 1334 …the amount of traffic and disruption along  the river during the years of installation, viewing and removal will have a 
significantly negative impact on local residents, visitors, business travel through the canyon.

739 1332 …certain groups will be uniquely affected by this project when it occurs.  The members of the Arkansas River Outfitters 
Association will have more contact with this project than most.  Our ability to provide the general public with a unique viewing 
opportunity is unparalleled and the experience will be unequalled by any other group.

739 1953 The potential benefit to this region of Colorado and the aforementioned communities cannot be overstated.

739 1954 Our organization is in support of Christo and Jean-Claude's Over the River project.  …we are also members of the Canon 
City, Salida and Buena Vista communities.

739 1955 …it is important to consider the natural infrastructure of the area regarding roads, lodging, dining, etc.  Everyone especially 
thoses traveling to view this exhibit will benefit from a time frame of no earlier than August 15th following the alrady busy 
summer travel season.

737 1328 The hundreds and thousands of proposed visitors come to see the display, will they care for the area as much as our 
residents and the current visitors who come to see the natural beauty Colorado has to offer?  They will scramble to any 
place possible and possibly destroy habitat that has taken hundreds of years to develop.

737 1951 The local businesses are geared to meet the needs of the visitors who come to enjoy our natural habitat.

736 1949 The project is sure to insert large crowds of people who have little emotional investment in the land and wildlife along the 
river.

734 1318 ..the only reason to have this project to to help the economy of the river valley and the business people in the area.
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734 1948 This will add little to the economic benefit of an area that is already a prime destination in the summer because of the natural 

beauty of the river and the huge number of people that the rafting already brings.

734 1947 For such a short time, few will really gain long term particularly since there are not that many places to stay or eat anyway, 
during August they are already full.

733 1946 If you are moving cattle, or have our horses on the road by our gates, that does not slow them down one bit.  If we are trying 
to corral sick cattle in panels near the road they will do not slow down.

732 1310 I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live and work on the Arkansas River.  I am adamantly set against the location.  The two 
weeks of display I could deal with.  I wouldnn't like it, but I could accept it.  It's the years of construction and  dismantling that 
is the deal-breaker.

732 1312 Personal Economic Impact.  Cristo said commuting delays are "not a serious question."  Jeanne-Claude appalled many of 
us with her perception that we're afraid we'll "lose a few dollars of income".  My job along the length of Bighorn Sheed 
Canyon, as for scores of other fishing and float guides, is seasonal,  I must make all my year's income within a few months.  
The display time of the completed project is in the very heart of my working season.  I will not simply be delayed a few 
minutes getting to "the office."  This project is in my office!  I will be impeded in the actual performance of my job during the 
entire time of setup, display and disassembly, as will all the other workers like me in those river areas.Furthermore, these 
are constant shuttles moving back and forth in the operation of our river-based businesses.  The turn-around times are often 
very tight.  Closing 300-400 feet of a lane brings this canyon to a stand-still.  Even if construction does not occur during the 
high summer months, the flyfishing season runs from late March through late October, much longer thatn the commerical 
rafting season.  S9o, whether it is the actual 2 weeks of display or the years of setup and dismantling, the lane closures and 
traffic issues spell disaster for the financial well-being of us all.

732 1311 I will address the economic impacts.  Cristo and Jeanne-Claude and their supporters have promised town leaders and 
business owners enticing dollar amounts through the years of construction and weeks of display.  …it will cost me dearly.

732 1943 Normally, I can make enough money during that 2 weeks to pay nearly 2 month of health insurance, car insurance, groceries 
and utilities.  That's not "petty", Jeanne-Claude, it's my livelihood.  Two of the primary areas (the Chaffee-Fremont county 
line stretch and Spikebuck) are also the two primary areas where I must either transport or guide cliends.

731 1309 As a student at CSU in 1982 I had the good fortune of meeting Christo.  He is always careful to do no damage to the 
environment with his temporary installations.  The Arkansas River project would bring the world to Colorado to view our 
awesome canyons, river and mountains.

729 1303 We have lived in this valley for 30 years and operated a rafting company for 25 of those.
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727 1300 …require a full Environmental Impact Study before approving this project.  I am a full-time flyfishing guide.  I live and work on 

the Arkansas River.  I live in Canon City during the winter months, and in the upper valley area between salida and Buena 
Vista in spring, summer and early fall.      Will the construction crews understand the fragility and importance of the brown 
trout spawn during late fall?  The fishing interest and government agencies spent years working together to protect the 
natural propagation of the Arkansas River's brown trout population.  It may be the environment gaining the upper hand over 
unwary people.  Some realities of this canyon are poison ivy, rattlesnakes and rockslides.

727 1301 The degradation of the quality of the visitor experience will bring.  Visitors to the arkansas River canyon come here to 
excape urban noise, pollution, traffic and crowds, not get another dose of it here.  This is especially true for flyfishers who 
value this river for its comparative solitude, quality fishing and extensive public access.  There is an aesthetic quality to the 
flyfishing experience that is difficult to quantify.  It isn't just about catching fish.

726 1299 …conditional support for the proposed Christo installation.  ..it would be a boon to the State's reputation, our tourism and our 
artistic community.

724 1297 I am a 70-year old voting home owner in Pueblo.  The Arkansas River is my "home water" as I am an avid fly-fisherman.  I 
can only look forward to construction clutter, visitor traffic jams and an influx of the most undesirable elements in our society.

722 1296 This is not a public works project.  There is the prospect of serious economic damage to the area businesses, and there will 
be a lag before recreationist come back to the valley.

722 1292 While Christo drapery is not goint to change waterflows, and it may not seriously damage the fishery in the long-term it is the 
multiwear reconstruction along the river that will have serious and detrimental effects on the river and its users.

722 1294 Customers who travel to the Ark form all over the country will stay away-who wants a fishing or whitwater trip through a 
construction site?  When it is all said and done, at least four summer recreation seasons will go by before the Christo project 
is over.  This seems to me to be a tremendous disruption and inconvenience to river users just for a 2 week display.

722 1295 I won't be on the river during that time-there are other places to fish and to raft.  ..I will miss the Ark and the folks I have 
come to know in Salida.

722 1940 Will there be a recreation industry left in the valley after it is over?

720 1286 I feel these impacts will also be felt outside of the Bighorn Sheep Canyon area…on one side from Canon City to the Bighorn 
Sheep …and from the Bighorn Sheep Canyon area to the Salida, Monarch, and Buena Vista Areas due to excessive 
crowding on roads not designed for this influx.

720 1287 …it may be good for the economics of the area..

720 1288 …due to excessive crowds,m and dangerous traffic conditions, those environmental impacts outweigh the short economic 
benefit.
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720 1289 I will not go to the area during this time for fishing, rafting, and/or skiing due to the dangerous conditions that this project 

portends.

720 1290 My economic estimate of this for my family on the economy of the area is about $5,000 - $7,000 per year, condisering my 
family and, on average 3-4 relatives visit per year into this area.  These visits will not be done.  …if you take into account that 
if only 1000 families in Colorado feel this was, that the economic impact could be $5 - $7 million dollars - a sum that, to me, 
could off-set or even be larger than the economic benefit of this project…and 1000 families is not that hard to come by that 
do not think this project makes any sense.

720 1939 This project that will occur over about a three year period with installation, viewing time, and tear down will cause me to 
probably NOT go anywhere near the Canon city to Buena Vista corridor during this approximately three year period.

719 1280 These factors will certainly impact our future planning regarding whetere or not to come to this area during the construction, 
exhibition and dismantlement of this proposed exhibit.

718 1276 The increased traffic flow along with the physical land abuse associated with the projected amount of visitors in my opinion 
far out ways any financial gain that the area may receive.  I just don't agree that this area can sustain the impact of the 
tourists.

717 1275 Due to crowding in the area I would seek other guided fishing venues.

715 1271 …you will see a severe negative impact to the fishing in that area for years if this project moves forward.  I am talking about 
the fishing.

715 1274 …lead to over crowding in other areas of the state.

715 1273 …lead to a loss of use of the area for a long time to come.

715 1272 The estimates I have seen for timeline and crowding )albeit numbers from people with agencies one way or the other) lead 
me to believe that I won't enjoy the area much while all of this is going on.  I will find another spot and try to get my 
enjoyment there.

714 1269 Trout fishing, fishing from rafts and bighorn sheep viewing would be partcularly impacted.

712 1268 …disrupt our fishery, the rafters are bad enough.

712 1267 I can tell you this, we will spend our dollars in New mexico and Montana.  We come to coloradoto experience the wilderness 
and to fish for wild trout.  If we want to look at art we go to a museum to view same.
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710 1266 I fish the Arkansas River several time each year.  The time that it takes to drive from Denver to Salida allows for a 

reasonable amount of fishing during a day trip.  With the disruption and congestion that will undoubtedly be caused by the 
"Over the River" project, I am doubtful that I will be able to include the Arkansas River in my fishing plans.

704 1264 Due to the crowds and disruption caused by this "art project" I would choose not to visit the Arkansas River for future fishing 
trips and would consider other fishing destinations.

703 1261 …the impact of this project on visitation patterns and specifically, angler perceptions of the traffic and crowding issues and 
how those perceptions will impact visitation decisions over time and the extent to which the impacts will be felt outside the 
installation area due to the disrutions especially during the extended installation period.

702 1259 …great for our economy

700 1258 I am convinced that…provide liability insurance in the amount determined by respective agencies and commissions, and 
bonding for cleanup and restoration.

695 1255 I personally don't like their installations but do see the positive economic impact for the surrounding area.  …the positive 
economic impact our area would benefit form…international recognition our area.

694 1253 The area(s) affected by this project be restored to their natural state within 60 days after completion of said project.  All/any 
costs of any kind related to the restoration of the project to be born soley by the artist/developers.

694 1252 The regular daily commuters that travel throuth the project area should NOT be penalized by traffic delays of ANY duration.  
The hours of operation before, during and after this project should bew restricted in such a way as to prevent ANY delays to 
regular commuters.

694 1251 A surety bond required/provided by the artist/developers prior to the beginning of the project and sufficient to cover all/any 
restoration costs of the project should the artist/developers default in any way before, during or after completion of the 
project.

694 1254 The Residents and taxpayers of Fremont County NOT to incur any costs of any kind associated with this project before, 
during or after the completion of said project.

691 1248 Persons who commute to Canon or Salida will have many  delays - what are their employers to do?  We feel business 
owners along hwy 50 will not benefit.  People will avoid us like the plague when they read about all the persons coming to 
this area.  There will be loss of revenue.

691 1245 How can we be guaranteed that all trash will be cleaned up and properly disposed of once this project is over….I can see 
Fremont & Chaffee counties being held responsible.
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690 1242 I am a small business owner in Buena Vista and can appreciate the possible influx of tourists this project coul bring, but I 

don't think the tourists that are attracted to this area for what it already offers (rafting, kayaking, hiking, fishing, hunting, 
majestic mountain views, etc.) would enjoy seeing this sort of thing detracting from the natural beauty of the area.  If I was a 
vacationer visiting the area, I would be disappointed.

690 1243 This region of Colorado is proud to focus on attracting visitors with exciting recreational activities while also maintaining the 
natural beauty and history of the area.

689 1236 I live in Alabama and travel annually to Pueblo on business.  While in the area I make a special trip to Salida to fly fish the 
Arkansas river and otherwise experience the mountainous west--this is the one time of year that I bring my wife along on 
business.  While in the Salida area, we purchase fishing licenses, fishing equipment and hire local fishing guides for 1-2 
days.  At the same time we stay in the Holiday Inn Express and dine at the local restaurants.

689 1238 I am concerned about disruption to the existing infrastructure (especially small businesses such as hoteliers, river guides 
and restaurateurs) who may experience a long-term business loss due to this project.  The bottom line is that if such a 
project receives the green light, I will not be visiting any rivers in colorado because I also travel to California and Wyoming 
on annual business.

686 1229 ..project would bring too much traffic to the area and greatly impact my friends trying to run businesses in the area.

686 1228 …the project would negatively impact the experience of myself and others trying to enjoy some of the primary activities in the 
river corridor, namely fishing and rafting.  Both of these activities are very important to the surrounding economy.

685 1226 …fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time.

684 1224 I would be more likely to visit the area, enjoy the installation, encourage friends to visit Colorado and the Arkansas River 
Corridor--eating at local restaurants, staying in motels, shopping, etc.

679 1219 ..it would give the economy a boost but at what expense?

675 1215 I have visited Salida and have been impressed with its art galleries.  If Over the River occurs, I would likely stay in Salida 
and partake of local restaurants and shop in the stores.  Salida would have a positive economic impact.

674 1213 …similar projects in the past have drawn huge numbers of people who would not ordinarily frequent such a pristine area as 
they flock to see the display not just during its official exhibition but also though all phases of its creation and dismantling.  
…the impact of several years of setting-up and tearing down the fabrics for just a couple of weeks of actual exhibition seems 
inordinate.

674 1214 …rafting, kayaking and flyfishing are all very significant contributors to the economies of the area and I firmly believe these 
activities will be severely and negatively impacted by the display of this sort.  I certainly will not be fishing in the area if this 
project is allowed to go through which means my recreation and vacation dollars will be spent elsewhere.
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673 1211 ..onslaught of observers and overcrowd not only the rier, but also the town of Salida.

671 1206 It will be a huge boost to the local economy, and will be a great way for people who may not otherwise visit the beautiful 
Arkansas Valley to see it and our friendly little towns.

669 1205 As an avid angler and visitor to your area I am concerned with the fishing access to the river.  My wife and I will probably 
change our fishing vacations to another location if the project will restrict access to the river.

668 1204 That highway is the only access to the area from the East unless you come in via 285.  Since I know I will avoid the area 
during that time I cannot help but believe that all the businesses that rely on servicient fishermen and rafters will be 
negatively impacted.

666 1202 My son and I visit this area each year for an annual fishing trip.  Already becoming crowded with heavy river and highway 
traffic, I can't imagine the impace of additional traffic as a result of such a bizarre undertaking.  If this event occurs we will 
sadly forgo our annual visit to this area and plan our time together at a less congested location elsewhere.

664 1199 I am a fly fisherman and fish the Arkansas in both spring and fall, as well as after runoff in the summer.  I am concerned that 
the preparations for the project and the tear down could impact the water quality of the river.

663 1198 …the influx of tourists is likely to bring an influx of anglers from other parts of the country as well.  Folks who may not know 
how special the Arkansas is and will hire guides and buy supplies from the local shops, if not that year, then in the years to 
come.

662 1197 How would it work to have massive equipment, one presumes, there?  What would be the impact on the river?  On all those 
that use these roads for other purposes?

661 1194 Colorado does not need this kind of publicity to boost it's tourism income.

661 1196 Are we telling others that, for the right amount of money or visitors, we'll let you cover Mount Evans or glenwood Canyon or 
any other part of our state?

661 1195 …with the numbers being thrown around about the amount of visitors and potential dollars spend, I can understand the lure.

658 1191 I have been an annual summer visitor to the Arkansas River Valley since 1999 to enjoy its outstanding fishery in connection 
with annual business trips to Colorado Sprin gs.  One of the strongest draws to the Arkansas Valley for itnerate fisherman 
shuch as me is the ease of access to the Valley from COS vis Canon City or Buena Vista.  We don't have a lot of time to 
waste travelling to our fishing destinations or waste while we are at it.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 47 of 71Socioeconomic  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
658 1192 …the lengthy construction and subsequent display of the "Over the River" project will cause significant conjestion in the 

Valley by visitors.  This conjestion will not only impact ingress and egress from the valley, but I suspect it will impact all the 
services of guides, rafting companies and lodging facilities that service their customers in the valley.  For the past 6 years, 
the Arkansas River Valley has proven to be of significant value to me for 3-4 days of serious fishing.  I suspect the "Value" of 
the Arkansas River trip will be diminished and I will go elsewhere from COS.

657 1190 ..this activity that impacts the river, wildlife and community.

656 1189 If this art project gets approved I will recommend to my Midwest friends that we skip Colorado until it is made whole and 
natural again.

653 1186 As the population of the Front Range has grown, it has become increasingly difficult to find uncrowded areas of public water 
for fishing.  The Arkansas has been one area that is reasonably close to the Denver metro area where the quality of the 
fishing experience has remained really good.  If the Arkansas becomes more crowded because of this project, I am much 
less likely to go there, and I expect that others feel the same way.

653 1183 ..the project will severely impact the quality of visits to not only the "draped" portion of the canyon but the adjacent areas as 
well for fishing, viewing wildlife and for just enjoying the scenery.

652 1182 I am an angler and rafter.  The Arkansas River is usually crowded in almost any weather these days.

651 1181 The ArkAnglers Fly Shop provides guides tht practice and teach the utmost love and respect not only for this river but nature 
in general.

648 1179 …the revenue for the State of Colorado.

645 1177 I fish that stretch of the Arkansas on a regular basis.  I hire out guides to do so and practice "catch and release" fishing.  
Fairly evaluate the negative economic impact on the fly fishing industry and on us fishermen and not allow this.

644 1176 Fishing pumps a lot of money into the state and into the areas along the river.

641 1174 It is hard enough to find a river that I come to fish two or three times a year, a fly shop that treats you like and old friend and 
guides that promote the local hotels and restaurants.  I bring 2 or 3 friend from out of state to fish this area with me.  The last 
thins we need is someone to screw up the package.

640 1171 As an arcent fly fisherman with a second home in Salida, I spend may days each year on the Arkansas fishing, and some 
guiding, helping out a local fly shop when they get busy.  I just can't see how a project like this migh not have some impact 
that we can't necessarily anticipate in advance.

638 1170 I have been visiting Salida Colorado and fishing on the Arkansas river each summer the past 5 years.  I am inclined to avoid 
the area during the time this project will be in place.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 48 of 71Socioeconomic  Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
628 1932 We may only be able to guess at the cost in big horn sheep, traffic problems, or a wildfire.  We do know, however, there will 

be a price.

628 1159 More people mean increased motel occupancy, restaurant trade, etc.  The effect is however, a windfall, not a long term 
improvement in the economic life of the area and it has a price.

628 1157 I have had some experience with environmental impact reports so I know they tend to support the project they are 
investigating.  There is too much money at stake to expect otherwise.     Use of the river during the event will preclude 
fishing by eliminating access to the river due to the traffic.

625 1155 The presence of the project in the canyon will likely discourage me from making the trip from Denver to stay in Salida and 
fish the Arkansas river.  I typically make the trip 2-3 time per year with a group of 3-4 other fishing friends.  We stay in local 
motels, eat at restaurants and shop at the area sporting goods stores and gas stations.

625 1153 There are clear economic benefits to the relatively short period during the viewing of the project.

624 1152 I travel from Missouri 2-3 times a year to fish this beautiful river.

619 1146 ..the impact on the river, the highway and the life of the people in the area who will be to be affected by this project.

618 1144 If the expected number of visitors travel the Arkansas corridor, I think that one of the most important fisheries in Colorado will 
be seriously damaged.

617 1143 My selfish desires to fish in solitude along the river coupled with knowing how it would impact the fishing tourism outweigh 
the possible benefits of increase in tourism to the general economy.

615 1140 I also feel that the local government does not have the staff, money or expertise to oversee such a big event.

615 1139 ..it will have significant impact on the already crowded use of the river and surrounding land.

612 1137 ..it would bring so many people to the river I can not see how, as a fly fisherman, it would be possible to fish that section as 
well as many surrounding sections of the Arkansas.

610 1136 Help put Colorado on the Cultural Map.

609 1135 I'm concerned about the tourists that visit and how they may treat our area.

609 1131 I'm extremely concerned about the influx of more tourists to the area than usually come during the spring/summer months, 
and  how that traffic can be handled sufficiently.

606 1127 This project will have a negative impact on my many trips to and from Salida.
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603 1126 From an economic point of view, the costs and loss to the local economy will far, far outweigh any benefit to the area.

603 1930 Perhaps some local contractors will benefit from the construction of the Project, but this will not at all compensate for the 
greater loss to guide services, hotels, motels and restaurants from the loss of buisines form sports persons who will just give 
up on the Arkansas during its installation and until after the Project has been completely removed from the area.

603 1929 In contrast, the influx of compensating dollars to the area will largely be limited to the two week viewing period.

603 1928 Because we and so many otheres use the facilities and rafts or boats of experienced guide services operating out of the 
Salida area, stay in local hotels and dine at local restaurants, their business will be very unfairly and unavoidably be affected 
negatively for an intolerable length of time--three years.

602 1122 It will affect the section of the Arkansas I fish, I will skip visiting the Arkansas River that year.  I am afraid others will do the 
same and adversely impact jobs and business in that area.

600 1121 The Arkansas is a great recreational resource which is tremendously utilized and managed.  I do not think it should also be a 
backdrop for a single artists' composition, compromising existing outdoor livelihoods.

594 1118 Many annual visitors will avoid the area during this misguided effort.

591 1111 The cost-benefit is totally askew for a two week viewing window and any resulting environmental damage.

591 1927 Will these artists post a large bond for any resulting cost to restore the entire environment or stick it to the US/Colorado 
taxpayer?

588 1099 Local businesses will lose because we will travel elsewhere, where we car not burden with the construction activities.  
Businesses will only benefit during the final showing two wekks.

585 1094 Who pays for the clean-up?

581 1088 consider the human dilemma of those of us who live within or at the west end of the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.  Highway 50 is 
not a lightly traveled back road such as where Christo construc ted his Rifle Gap Curtain.      How can he possibly calculate 
the inevitable hidden costs to so many that will be affected--not for just two weeks but during construction & disassembly?

581 1924 This is a main artery to & from the Front Range.  It connects thousands of us top work, important services, supplies, 
important business, our dentist, doctors & hospitals.

581 1923 It is more than an inconvienience in terms of miles & hours to avoid the stretch of road that will be affected by Christo's 
project.  For Many who live in the canyon there is no alternative but to depend on use of at least a protion of it.

578 1080 I work in Salida and the normal summer traffic can be a trial getting anywhere on time, I cannot imagine getting a car down 
the canyon with the huge increase in traffic.
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577 1922 the potentially negative financial consequences to the many businesses in that part of Colorado is considerable.

571 1070 Construction time and resultant road traffic will severely affect buisnesses in the Salida area.

569 1067 The installation and dismantling time frames are too great when compared with the 2 week view time.  Disruption of business 
by those who rely on the Arkansas river to make a living.

565 1062 What real economic impact would exist for salida and other surrounding communities?  The timing of the event is a time 
when local areas are likely full w/ economic activity w/out the "Over The River" project

562 1060 Fly fishing shops and their guides will be negatively impacted.

559 1055 This time frame to be unacceptable and will disrupt that portion of the river for far to long.

545 1042 Highway 50 cannot support that level of traffic.  The "lookie-lou's" will cause a DOT traffic headache of phenomenal 
proportions.  This will cause an impact on the tourism industry for those people who travel Hwy 50 to get to the Western 
slope.

542 1038 The anticipated increases in crowding.

527 1021 How are all river recreationists supposed to use this river corridor with this much congestion?  Motels (usually booked this 
time of year) won't have any vacancies.  Campgrounds will be full, put-ins/takeouts will be clogged by non-boaters 
prohibiting river access to whitewater boaters.  Ther river pull-outs are small and not nearly adequate to handle the tourism 
congestion.  How do commerical outfitters get their customers to and from the river, private boaters to their favorite runs, 
food deliveries to restaurants and grocery stores, fuel to gas stations, etc?  Local tourism will come to a halt because 
Colorado users will avoid this river art.

523 1013 An opportunity for some much needed tourist revenue.

521 1011 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and to secure necessary food and medical supplies.

521 1008 The damage that will be done to the environment, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

517 1006 The way this project will help the economy by offering jobs and attracting tourists to spend money in the area

511 873 This is actually going to disrupt life in the canyon and along the river for almost 3 years.

511 871 Fremont County emergency services (sherriff, fire, medical, rescue) are already taxed to the limit and even moreso in 
summer vacation months.
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510 868 Do not interfere with the use and enjoyment of the river by fishermend and hunters, rafters, tourists.

510 866 Do not interupt the commerce along the river or canyon.

510 865 Do no harm to the river, to the canyon, to the people who live & work here.

510 869 The real challenge …how to allow viewing  & still permit the normal , everyday commerce along the river to continue…not 
just during the final two weeks.

509 864 I worry about mu son-in-law trying to get from Howard to Salida where his business is located and then home again.

508 862 Your work will only make traveling more hazarous.

507 1001 Grocery stores and gas stations depend on timely delivery

507 1000 Both of these issues affect the welfare and livelihood of farmers and ranchers.

507 860 Farmer's & Ranchers can't just drive cattle where they have to move equipment and transport hay up and down the valley.

503 996 The disruption of daily life in this community.

496 987 profitable to our economy

488 979

478 965 The negative impact, both in added related costs and inconvience this will have on commercial transportation.

477 963 The fly fishermen, the rafters, the tourists and the locals, all would be adversely affected by this covering.

468 959 Is this project costing the US citizens money?

468 947 Travel time for local residents.

442 916 The proposed project timeline clearly spells out a total of three full years of disruption to the valley -- not the mere "two 
weeks of inconvenience"

442 917 Julu and August. These are the months that farmers and ranchers are cutting, bailing and shipping hay in and out of the 
valley, via Highway 50.

442 924 Why is there absolutely no mention of the impact to the local populace?
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442 923 accommodations for the local populace. How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping doctor's 

appointments?

442 919 Will we be sitting in traffic at a dead end stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting heart attack victims to 
the hospital?

442 918 Temporary lane closures are predicted.

437 910 Organizers are committed to hiring local community members.

437 908 The project will likely be of great economic benefit to the area.

437 909 The tourists who will come to view the exhibit will bring money.

435 906 The economic benefits to the project area.

433 902 We all know how long and dangerous a commute it is driving in the canyon and then to add all the more vehicles that would 
be there, the end result of people having accidents would multiply by bunches.

429 889 This will be good for the economy of Fremont County.

428 888 The increased publicity would be a good thing for the entire area.

428 887 It would do much good for the local economy.

426 879 The estimation of 250,000 visitors … small communities have neither the facilities nor the infrastructure capable of servicing 
such numbers.

426 878 We would like you to consider the revenue inequality, burden, and long-term impact on those of us that rely on tourism. As a 
minimum, ten (10) RV parks and campgrounds and several Forest Service campgrounds and State Parks (State Revenues) 
will be impacted, not to mention smaller businesses.

426 880 The revenue influx will be greater for the Front Range than the small communities along the canyon.

426 881 Confronted with the possibility of encountering this problem (traffic congestion) during the Arts construction, viewing, and 
dismantling period, how many of these tourists on whom we depend will opt for a different destination?

426 883 When you reduce income to a small business we have no recourse to recuperate nor absorb such losses.
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426 882 Having been in the RV business for the past 16 years, we base our success on understanding the mentality, needs, and 

traits of RV'rs. RV'rs are creatures of comfort. Once their destination is chosen, the primary concern is its accessibility. What 
will I encounter in a way of traffic, are the roads very passable, will I be able to maneuver my rig without major concern?

426 877 We have yet to see any agency or departmental report regarding the financial impact on our small communities.

425 855 Because I live in Coaldale, which is right in the middle of the proposed area under consideration, most of my concerns are 
related to problems of traffic, tourism, and medical emergencies

425 857 Fishing is important along this river, and people who fish here, as well as the fish, shouldn't have their lives disrupted by this 
project.

421 849 Has there been a study on cars and trucks that use the Highway 50 going to Salida and Salida going to Canon that make 
their living driving Highway 50?

420 847 We believe that the positive effects for our city and community at large far outweigh any negative impact

419 846 I believe taxpayers will pay some costs for extra time government agencies will spend dealing with problems.

418 843 We feel as an area where the arts, tourism, and recreational activity are of major importance, this could only benefit us.

416 841 What is it going to do to the rafting business who rely on the river and beautiful scenery for their income and the many 
fishermen who drive for miles to fish the river?

416 840 This is going to make emergency response by our local ambulance longer.

416 839 I live in Howard in the Acres of Ireland development. During the summer months we have to wait 15 minutes to get onto 
Highway 50. With the increased traffic it could only be worse.

415 835 Time Frame/lost Wages: Everyone is saying just 2 weeks. Well for the residents of this canyon it will be three years. Isn't my 
ability to support my family just as important as this project? The money they say will be coming into this community will not 
benefit my lost income.

415 834 Blasting and Drilling: They say that cement blocks will be anchored down. As all the locals know you aren't going to dig a 
hole along the river..it is all rock. Every single hole will have to be drilled or blasted. I have been around blasting and drilling 
and have seen the affects it can have o, such as lost wells, or dry creeks. What is to say that the work that will be done won't 
have an effect on my water well?

415 833 I live right on the river in Golden Acres homesites which is just a few miles up Hwy 50 from the Texas Creek section of this 
proposed nightmare
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415 838 Vandalism & Trspassing: We own both sides of the river. We already have trouble with trespassers even though it is well 

posted

414 832 Not only are these potentially adverse environmental impacts, the possible impact on trout populations should be considered 
given the importance of these organisms to the local economy.

412 806 Anchor installation will take place during four seasons of 2007 and 2008, spring and fall, with temporary lane closures on an 
already overcrowded, dangerous, narrow, mostly single lane canyon road.

412 810 I am opposed to this project because the Arkansas Canyon cannot safely accommodate the estimated quarter million 
visitors who will view this project.

412 805 I am opposed to it because it causes a significant 3-year disruption of people's lives living in the area and not the claimed 2-
week disruption during viewing time.

412 807 Highway 50 is the only direct route for us to use going east and for people living in the canyon it is the only route.

412 809 Ambulences, other emergency vehicles, and delivery trucks will have difficulties getting through the congestion in a timely 
manner with unforeseen consequences

412 808 Trying to get to work on time and run errands will turn into a daily struggle.

412 813 Pollution from trash and exhaust from cars will increase dramatically, effecting local residents and wildlife.

410 802 Much is made of the the fact that we will not have to pay any ocst of the money which will be needed, but the cost is far 
beyond financial.

410 801 It is those who live along the river corridor who will bare the brunt of the problems, as well as the wildlife and the river.

410 803 There is no way they can alleviate the disruption to our lives nor save us and our homes from a wildfire.

410 800 We note with interest that the Salida and Canyon City business owners and others who are in favor of this project and they 
are not going to be negatively affected.

409 793 From a Cost-Benefit viewpoint, the Costs to Wildlife in terms of displacement, mortality and disturbance/stress levels create 
a risk factor that the project does not justify.

409 794 The traffic related safety concerns, inconvenience ot local residents, and commercial commerce along the highway, during 
the estimated three year construction time period, is large enough to seriously question the Projects justification.
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408 787 I am a registered nurse and currently am employed full-time as the school nurse for the Salida Schools. I live in Howard in 

Acres of Ireland. My biggest concern and objection is the inherent danger to people who are viewing it, and at the same 
time, driving Highway 50.

407 785 The proponents wish to attract a volume of people that the area simply does not have the space or infrastructure to deal with.

407 783 Hwy 50 has a record of tragic vehicle accidents. It is a heavily traveled corridor, which wokers in Chaffee County use to 
commute to jobs in Canon city and points in between.

407 784 Hwy 50 is a major route to Pueblo and beyond.

404 778 WE weekly drive Hwy 50 to Salida & howard, and we don't want the sherriff and other emergency personnel to have this 
added to their load.

404 779 There is no way to get to hospitals in Fremont County and Salida, when the traffic is jammed. We witnessed this problem 
this fall when a modular house was wrecked on the stretch around Cotopaxi and it included no injuries.

402 775 I am a retail merchant and justifying this project as a positive economic impact for the area is as now called a no brainer.

401 773 Who is paying for this?

400 772 The project will undoubtedly increase peoples awareness of nature.

399 771 I have fly fished the arkansas continously and regularly since 1992 and I am violently opposed to all the problems these 
arrogant artists want to visit on a river.

398 770 The galleries and arts people in the Upper Arkansas Valley are excited by the cultural tourism that the project will bring to 
the area.

396 769 To my mind the biggest issue is traffic congestion and providing emergency services including law enforcement and medical 
services.

393 768 The artwork will bring great economic opportunities to a large and important part of our economy.

393 767 Art on the publicc lands is a positive activity no less valuable to me than the many other multiple uses that occur on public 
land.

391 763 It will bring in a welath of tourist dollars to an otherwise somewhat depressed economy.

391 764 Anything which makes the Canon City/Arkansas River/Royal Groge area a desireable place to visit and live increases 
property values.
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391 762 Most people who don't live in the Canon City/Arkansas River/Royal Gorge area think of the entire area as being one big 

"prison town". Any PR which can change that image is nothing but good for the area.

390 760 For the sake of the estimated 4500 canyon residents in particular, the safety and well-being of commuters and commerical 
travelers, and the protection of the canyon itself, opponents of this controversial, potentially destructive and rather bizarre 
project hope that congestive road failure will be prevented by the denial of formal permission for Christo's Over the River.

390 751 One accident, or careless sightseer, or one of the frequent rock or mudslides on any stretcvh of the 50-plus miles highway 
could form a disastrous bottleneck for commuting residents and tourists alike. Even worse, it would lengthen response time 
for an ambulence or fire fighters and their equipment.

390 755 Which is more important: hiding the river under a canopy-like "lid" or preventing dangerous and critical situations that 
threaten the population and the tourists, as well as the fragile canyon wildlife?

390 756 Consider, too, the implications of disrupting the heavy commercial traffic through the canyon, a major atery for east-west 
travel.

390 757 Forget about "mitigating" the problem by the simplistic notion of rerouting the traffic, because there isn't any alternate route 
out of the canyon.

390 758 The Bighorn Sheep Canyon road is a twisting, mostly two-lane road not designed for gawking and parking for photo ops. 
There are few real shoulders to safely accommodate even temporary parking and few formal rest stops.

389 747 As a businessman in downtown Salida for 25 years, I see the OTR project as a huge opportunity to get our tourist business 
going again.

388 740 Since the bulk of the commerical traffic to the upper Arkansas Valley in on Highway 50, how will the traffic be affected by the 
drilling of anchor hoels, the placing of those holes, cables, and fabric?

388 741 What time frame from start to finish of the total project do you propose?

388 742 Will the cost of goods, because of re-routing Hihgway 50 traffic, go up for the people who live in the affected area i.e. 
Cotopaxi, Howard, Salida, Buena Vista and Gunnison?

388 743 How many port-a-potties will be needed to handle 500,000 visitors and where will the contents be disposed?

388 746 There are people who live in the valley who work in Salida and Canon City, has any thought been given to them as far as 
getting to and from work due to road closures?

388 744 Hve you contactged the communities or sanitation districts about the amount that they could handle?
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387 739 Because I drive back and forth from Westcliff to Salida every day, the negative impact that hundreds of additional cars on 

Hihgway 50 would have on my ability to get to and from work would be incredible.

380 734 Multiple years of installation? Crowds of people who aren't outdoors enthusiasts converging on the environment? Installing 
and ripping out 8 miles of hardware for un-necessary decoration?

379 733 I fish the arkansas at least once each week throughout the year, as well as spend many weekends with my kids camping 
along the river. I float the river regularly, and I buy gear all up and down the river. This project would certainly deter me from 
fishing in the Arkansas in future years.

378 731 I truly enjoy this river when I come to fish. The people coming to gawk at art will truly disrupt this area for fishing

378 732 Give the fishermen a break and don't ruin this area!

377 730 I extremely oppose this art to impact the livelihood of the communites, the impact the recreation and income to the 
communites and the impact of the increased people on a resource

376 726 The disruption to the Bighorn Canyon would be phenomenal.

376 727 When the project is on display, and for a period of weeks or months beforehand during final assembly, the traffic would 
literally be intolerable

376 729 An increase of people, noise, traffic, giant flaps of fabric, etc will so much ruin the peace and solitude, I probably would just 
avoid the area.

374 722 Fsihing in the Arkansas during the nationally reknowned Caddis hatch brings more responsible outdoorsmen than this art 
project ever would

374 723 I feel those fishermen would not visit, due to construction, traffic stops, spooke stressed fish, during this two year period, 
creating a wash in the benefit of increased collection of sales tax, due to tourism for an art project.

372 717 The economy of the Arkansas Valley needs this shot in the arm!

367 714 The long-term sales tax and business benefits from the increase in tourism to the beautiful area of Fremont and Chaffee 
Counties.

359 704 Fishing will remain an allowed activity

359 702 Activities that currently exist on the river will be allowed to safely continue on the river.

359 675 Post Office and Corrections will be notified of schedules and alternative routing, along with wide loads and hazardous 
materials vehicles.
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359 703 Float use will be monitored and river access provided.

359 701 Christo and Jeanne-Claude will employ both skilled and non-skilled workers with an emphasis on hiring local people and 
contractors.

359 699 There will be significant economic benefit to the local businesses throughout the river corridor, extended regionally and 
statewide as well.

359 698 Christo and Jeanne-Claude will pay for all project costs. There will be no expense to any city, county, state, or federal agency

359 680 Christo and Jeane Claude will post a liability insurance policy in the amount of determined necessary by the permitting 
agencies.

359 706 The artwork will provide significant value to quality of life locally and in the region by showcasing artwork provided by 
internationally known artists.

359 678 Private security will be provided for night monitoring.

359 677 OTR monitors will monitor the project during daylight hours.

359 673 Each agency, including Hihgway Patrol, Fremont & Chaffee County Sherriff's Offices, Canon City and Salida Police 
Departments, BLM, State Parks will receive documented costs for providing additional officers and equipment necessary.

359 700 Traffic control, law enforcement, and emergency services plan will be professionally developed and implemented providing 
for continued, uninterupted business business transactions and day to day travel and activity for local citizens.

357 666 Traffic - we live in canyon - will we be able to make a left turn to Salida on Hwy 50?

349 664 How many thousands of public employee man-hours have already been spent on the meetings, studies, & approval process?

346 663 I am thrilled by the prospect of increased tourism and can see no reason that existing tourism activities will be adversely 
impacted.

344 662 Tourism which will generate income & tax dollars for our area.

340 660 Hwy 50 is too crowded in the summer. Move the project to the spring or fall or reject it.

337 654 Has an average mph for traffic traveling Hwy 50 throught the canyon for the time of construction and the time of viewing of 
the Over the River Project been determined? (Our contract with the Federal Governemtn US Post Office requires an average 
speed of 50 mph as determine
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337 658 Will a compensation program be put into place for those of us who are adversely affected by this project making available to 

them immediate reimbursement to limit litigation?

337 656 If so, has the Federal Government US Postal Service been notified of possible delays? (Such as change in contracted times, 
the affect on mail coming into and going out of Salida from and to Denver, Colorado Springs, Canon City, and Gunnison, 
compensation for Post Offices, arrangements for time sensitive mail, and compensation for delivery drivers?)

337 657 Would the contracted drivers for D&E Mail who are required to use Hwy 50 as their route be compensated financially for the 
extra driving time, the loss of their second jobs in Salida and the hardship this will precipitate in their livelihood?

337 655 Is there an understanding of the time requirements for the delivery and pick up of the US mail?

336 650 Residents commuting along the winding two lane canyon road wouldn't be able to reach their destinations without terrible 
delays and frustrations.

331 643 Having a project that will be internationally reknowned will have a positive economic effect that introduces Salida to a wider 
audience.

330 641 How many of us who live in the will be suffer because of the traffic?

330 640 How about the people who live & play in valley, their lives will be upset for 2 years +?

329 639 It may bring in business for the area.

326 632 There will be months of delays, congestion of traffic, not only for two weeks of "display" but for months & months before and 
afterward

326 634 The folks that have to travel this highway to make a living will suffer extremely, for months on end.

326 633 The time, equipment, and people to set this up will congest a highway corridor which cannot handle all the problems which 
will be encountered.

326 631 This project will be an extreme burden to the working class of people who must travel Rt 50 to get back and forth to work, for 
instance, from Cotopaxi to Salida.

324 630 Fremont county, Chaffee county and other related entities associate with OTR, such as food and lodging, retail businesses, 
souvenirs and concessions, etc can greatly benefit from this project in a region dependant on tourism

322 627 OTR will employ both skilled and unskilled workers, professional local contractors, monitors, and others

320 625 Fremont County, Chaffee County and other related entities associated with OTR, such as food and lodging, retail 
businesses, souvenirs, and concessions can greatly benefit from this project in a region so dependant on tourism.
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319 624 I am a junior in high school and think that this is a wonderful opportunity for kids my age and the children of Colorado along 

with the population of Colorado to view the river from an artist's perspective.

315 620 These are places the Ute's, the Arapahoe, the Shoshone and the Kiowa used for their vision quests. It is documented that 
these tribes came to this scared place with it's majestic pillars and had sacred ceremonies.

314 618 Because I drive back and forth from Westcliffe to Salida every day, the negative impact that hundreds of additional cars on 
Highway 50 would have on my ability to and from work would be incredble.

312 606 Fly fishermen bring good revenue into the county.

312 610 What about people needing to get through the canyon for work?

312 611 What about truckers? Their livelihood depends on getting through the canyon in atimely manner?

310 602 Seems like the art is being forced on a lot of good folks.

309 600 Boost to Canon city; Put Salida on the world map. Great economic boom.

307 594 How will people who live in Howard and Cotopaxi who commute to Salida/BV get to/from work daily?

307 595 Who will pick up the roadkill?

305 589 I find it hard to believe that the lifestyle, way of living, and possibly safety can be overridden by the whim of someone who 
just want to inflate their ego and bank account

304 588 will bother both people & wildlife habitat

302 587 I am concerned about the project and how it will impact future growth of Salida

301 586 These people have absolutely no regard for inconvenience the people who live in Fremont & Chaffee counties

298 578 Highway 50 is an access road for people to drive to and from their homes, work and activities.

298 580 My husband and I drive this canyon four times daily deilvering and pickying up the US mail from five post offices, three that 
are in the canyon. With the timing crucial to our contracted route, I cannont imagine the difficulties that will arise with traffic 
stopping and pedstrians walking along the road that was not built for such an exhibit.

297 577 Benefits include increased tourism
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295 569 Traffic jams - The traffic will creep at times I and several friends need regular dependable access to specialists in Pueblo. 

What other way is there to get there without going hours or miles another direction?

295 570 How will trucks that supply Salida make their schedule

294 561 It will generate much needed dollars in the way of both jobs & visitors to the project

294 564 As a business owner in Salida, I am concerned about the timelime. We all have a finite number of seats (restaruants) & in 
July there are problems with people waiting in line already.

294 565 I hope that this project will be as late in August as possible just so that it does not add to the already overfull schedule in 
Salida in July

294 566 It seems there is an issue with rafting buses & school buses & that will decide the timeline.

293 557 Our recycle system at this time can not handle the huge volume of garbage that would fill our landfill. This cost should not be 
handled by the county or it's citizens and therefore a good , workable recycle system needs to be implemented and paid for 
by the project

293 559 The econimic boon from this project to this community far offsets the nuisance to a few residents that will be inconvenienced 
by the traffic.

292 555 Locals will find jobs & other opportunites for creative outlets

292 554 This is a unique opportunity to get people who would not normally visit nature to get out for a change.

290 553 The project will bring in some non-traditional forest & BLM users. Get them out to see their land.

290 552 The economic opportunites for individuals & business are limitless

289 550 This project will not only be a boon to the Arkansas Valley for the 2 weeks it is on display. It's impact will last for generations. 
People will come to see where Christo & Jeanne-Claude did their art on the arkansas long after the people who witnessed

288 546 I think the benefits will outweigh any negative impacts

288 548 I think the boost in economy, art awareness and geographical interest

286 542 What if there is considerable cost etc, Is there a contingency plan, even if Christo skips? Who pays? Who does the work?

284 536 There will be no gas for all the art people to and look at this nightmare.
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283 532 Those of us who are in the canyon are the ones who are impacted.

283 531 As a person who has to travel back & forth to Salida daily, I am appalled that the BLM would even think to allow such 
congestion in an already congested area

281 527 Bring back the railroad, improve law enforcement and be gentle with the wildlife

274 521 Concerned that moving hay machinery and cattle will be impacted by increased traffic

272 515 There are people who need to come and go from work & Doctor appointments, mail to be delivered, hay to be delivered. 
Give locals a car sticker.

270 510 I strongly believe that thate the project would have a wonderful cultural effect on Colorado.

270 511 I am excited by the potential economic benefits

269 507 All the agencies that are working on pre-project information are supposed to be paid by taxpayers, what about all the 
projects they put on hold because of this?

267 505 I would appreciate all efforts made to have the project begin after this date to mitigate any economic injury that might occur 
to my business if I were not able to turn my equipment, guide, etc around to facilitate multiple trips each day unitl Aug 15.

267 504 I run a rafting company based in Parkdale and our logistics are dependant on being able to turn around vehicles,equipment 
and guides from a morning half day trip to do an afternoon half day trip during our peak season (from memorial day to 
Aguust 15. August 15th is concentrated  because that's when the voluntary flow program typically ends.

265 501 The money will cost the tax payers for law, emergency..

263 495

263 494 Who will pay for my time lost?

255 482 a wonderful oppportunity to put Colorado & upper Arkansas River on the National Scope.  It will enhance tourism & revenue

249 473 All the fire and ambulence help in the area are volunteer help and response will depend on how many are available at any 
one time.

248 466 I am a Coaldale resident and ride my bike from Fox Creek to the Coaldale Post Office daily. Worried about traffic.

245 462 Arkansas Valley Ambulence Service can not be expected to take care of the Emergency Services required during this project
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245 463 Any hiring of outside agencies to work in the Arkansas Valley Ambulance (AVA) territory needs to be coordinated with AVA 

ambulence services

243 459 People will pull off and park on private property

243 456 Crime and vandalism will increase

243 454 The bumper to bumper traffic will prevent my oxygen from being delivered and my being able to take care of my regular 
duties

242 449 Insurance bonding does not guarantee that victims will be reimbursed for damages, deaths, etc. It does guarantee lenghty 
court proceedings, which will bankrupt the victims.

242 451 We (the taxpayers) are already paying the cost of the project, since every phone call, memo, meeting, and assessment that 
these agencies deal with takes time away from tax-supported projects that are deserving of agency consideration.

242 450 The agencies that would grant permits to Christo should also be liable, since the damages and disasters are totally 
predictable.

242 447 There will be additional crime and requirement for jail cells, sherriff office personel, and judicicial process?

242 441 3 Full years of disruption

242 446 How will the 4500 people who live off Highway 50 from Canon City to Salida get to doctor's appointments, to work, to the 
grocery store, have mail, newspapers, water and propane delivered, obtain veterinarian care for their livestock, ship, and 
receive hay?

232 437 Current traffic is enough to try to get from Cotopaxi to Canon or Salida

222 429 This project might bring some dollars inot Colorado along with some questionable fame.

222 431 At what cost to taxpayers

222 432 What cost to Fremont & Chaffee counties for traffic control, emergency vehicles, and general vandalism that undoubedly will 
result from the increased traffic squeezing it's way through an already heavy volume of vehicles within the canyon?

220 423 Residents commuting along this road would be unable to reach their destinations without terrible delays

218 420 it will do nohting but cause trouble to those whom have to use the highway for work, etc.

213 415 What other route is there from Canon City to Salida without putting on several additional miles to your travels?
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213 409 There will be hardship on any person that travels that stretch of highway frequently for medical or employment reasons

213 418 How may people will be put out of place for one man's vision of what HE calls ART?

199 400 The disruption caused by the construction and dismantling of the tarp will be significant

178 388 Project will endanger and disrupt the lives of residents

177 386 I make my living as a flyfishing guide on the Arkansas River

168 378 It will create major problems for emergency workers and to the citizens of the area

160 376 It could cost Chaffee and Fremont counties a great deal of money to clean up accidents and loss of life

156 353 The possible economic impact for Fremont (and Chaffee) County is huge.

156 354 Long-term implications go way beyond the jobs generated during the construction process and the tourist business for hotels 
and restaurants throughout the state during the exhibition itself.

156 355 The project will generate curiosity about the Arkansas River Valley among thousands of people who are nnot able to attend 
the event itself and have a positive impact on tourism and the local economy for years to come.

155 347 What about those who need to travel through the valley on a regular basis for their livelihood?

154 344 Hotels and restaurants should see a real boost to their bottomline, and a spillover benefitting other tourist attractions.

154 343 Jobs

153 341 The economic benefits will be a boon to Fremont County

150 332 Increased traffic is a good thing. Our community would suffer significantly without it.

149 328 This area needs a cultural & economic boost

148 324 The project will have a positive effect on the entire community economically

138 316 It will be an extremely positive event for businesses.

137 314 I think it is going to benefit tourism enormously
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132 309 The economic impact will be huge! It will increase the county tax base.

130 306 The impact on the community and state should be very positive

125 296 The project will bring a great amount of attention to the valley which will greatly benefit Colorado tourism bringing more 
money

124 294 Lots of economic benefits

112 286 I expect short-term inconvenience, but very long-lasting economic benefits

111 284 Traffic flow could possibly be restricted for a short time AM & PM to facilitate the residents of the canyon ingress & 
egress…It's not that long

104 277 will bring people and money to this community

103 276 The infrastructure of the Arkansas drainage communities, Canon City, Salida are already maximized by our current tourist 
season til then; motels & hotels are booked; restaurants are full

99 272 A wonderful opportunity to bring recognition to this area; More people exposed to this area will vacation here and or move 
here. This grows our economy thereby providing more tax dollars for the betterment of our sherriff departmant and 
government bodies

98 269 Positive economic impact on Fremont & Chaffee county economies. There will be considerable use of restaurants, motels, 
and service stations.

98 270 I would like to see areas set aside for local residents to set up vending areas such as art sales

92 265 Will positively affect all area airports & cities

83 260 The recognition it will bring to the area thereby providing more tax dollars

81 257 Employment

79 253 Could bring international attention to Canon City

77 251 covering the channel with the drape will enchance the scenery

73 250 The project ..will enhance the economy of adjacent counties as well as Fremont

71 249 project will enhance peoples knowledge of what this area offers for recreation
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69 248 people from Chaffee & Fremont counties that have to travel Hwy 50 daily for work, this crap will endanger their lives

66 245 Economic boost, what better way to get that boost than from the proceeds gained through the visitors

65 242 The Over the River Project in Fremont County will pay big dividends as it concerns tourists.

65 243 The additional tourist benefit will accrue for years to come.

64 239 The long-term benefits for Fremont and Chaffee tourism far outweighs "2 weeks" of display

64 238 The ambulence services, fire services, safety rails and many other issues, all cost tax payers money. These costs will 
continually increas

64 240 Fremont and Chaffee county tourism bureaus can ride the wave of advertising of the project to bring knowledge of the 
recreational virtues of this area with increased tourism and $$$ for many years to come

63 234 The economic impact through increased tourism would likely reach millions of dollars

63 236 The sheer joy experienced by young and old from witnessing such a creation

63 235 The opportunity to spotlight Colorado's breath-taking natural environment and its cultural assets on a global scale is 
unprecedented.

62 232 Approximately 250,000 new customers for business in the area will generate income as well as tax dollars.

62 231 Christo and Jeanne Calude will employ many local people for the installation and removal phases (approx 3 yrs)

62 230 This project will be a long term benefit for the future economy of this area.

62 233 Tourism will grow because people will want to return to this area for future vacations

61 229 The cultural and economic benefits would be huge.

60 201 The project timeline clearly spells out a total of 3 full years of disruption to the valley.

60 196 The timeframe of late July/early August is the the worst possible. The hotels, restaurants, and rafting outfitters already 
operating at peak capacity.

60 193 This construction activity alone will cripple the trucking industry as there is no viable detour available
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60 192 Delays without notice for up to 45 minutes for the length of the day for up to 3 years

60 189 local gas stations likely will be not able to keep up with the demand for gasoline thus raising prices for what is available, this 
cost will be born by the locals

60 194 impacts to businesses trying to receive supplies and merchandise in which they operate

60 191 Dispruption of the lives of local residents in the Highway 50 corridor for up tp 3 years, consisting of lane closures to facilitate 
construction and demolition of the project.

60 223 Are we supposed to use our vacation time, or just go without pay during the 2 weeks?

60 212 Fishermen bring large amounts of capital ot the area in terms of patronizing hotels, restaurants, local restaruants, local 
fishing outfitters, and local fishing supply companies.

60 203 Instead of giving times for how long drivers will be dealyed during construction, they give the number of feet involoved. Who 
cares what the distance is? We will be sitting in traffic at a dead stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting 
heart attack victims to the hospital

60 221 How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping the doctor's appointments in town?

60 217 What about the impacts and costs to AHRA in terms of outhouse maintenance and cleaning?

60 224 How will we get our mail, since the mail trucks and carriers will not be able to get through the glut of traffic?

60 225 Why is there absolutely no mention of the impact to the local population? There are approximately 4500 people between the 
Royal Gorge and Salida

60 227 Please refer to the costs to the local populace just from the disruption to the locals from the traffic.

60 228 It does not seem humane to deem the loss of livelihood, denial of medical care, disruption of peace and quiet and 
unforeseen disasters as "no monetary cost" to the taxpayer

60 200 Road rage is another likely outcome as local residents are trying to get to and from their places of employment

60 222 How are we to get food and water during two weeks of the exposition? During the 3 years of construction?

59 186 It would be good for the economic community

58 184 the publicity of both Fremont and Chaffee counties
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57 183 The increased number of visitors during the two week period will make it more likely that any adverse event, whether a traffic 

accident, a medical emergency, or the outbreak of fire will be promptly observed, reported, and addressed.

54 175 The Royal Gorge and Pikes Peak Regions of the State have lost market share to the rest of the State over the last several 
years. Our regions are fighting for our share of the visitors coming to the State. OTR would be very valuable in generating 
awareness about our regions and what they have to offer the prospective overnight visitor

53 173 The cultural and economic benefits would be huge.

50 161 the economic benefit to our county when large business visits us - the additional dollars they spend during their visit 
financially impacts many of our residents

50 162 this international event would bring us a substantial financial influx at that time but would put Fremont County on display for 
future visits, businesss and activities.

49 158 Why risk alienating all of us for a two-week, potential boost in tourism?

45 142 Because I drive back and forth from Westcliffe to Salida every day, the negative impact that hundreds of additional cars on 
Highway 50 would have on my ability to get to and from work would be incredible.

44 133 There will be hardship on any person that travels that stretch of highway frequently for medical or employment reasons

44 141 How may people will be put out of place for one man's vision of what HE calls ART?

39 124 How much will the implementation of precautions cost the taxpayer?

39 127 How will commercial traffic be affected?

39 125 How much in tax revenue will it bring in?

37 113 Residents commuting along the winding two lane canyon road wouldn't be able to reach their destinations without terrible 
delays and frustrations

32 105 How will commercial traffic be affected?

32 102 How much in tax revenue will it bring in?

32 101 How much will the implementation of precautions cost the taxpayer?

29 92 Would probably bring in a lot of money to Chaffee County
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28 88 For the construction of the project, how may delays will there be?

27 85 Christo may have all this extra money to pay for a lot of it but ultimately a lot of the expense will come back to Colorado 
residents

21 77 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

21 76 Local taxpayer expense - additional staff: CDOT, EMS, CPS, Fremont county sherriff Dept.

20 71 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

20 70 Local taxpayer expense - additional staff: CDOT, EMS, CPS, Fremont county sherriff Dept.

19 65 a rare opportunity to present the Arkansas River and its surrounding beauty to a much larger audience in a way that will 
create a new appreciation for this part of Colorado

18 63 the rancher and farmer will not be able to conduct business of moving cattle or hay equipment during this time

18 62 business travel to the area will come to a stop

17 57 What I suggest is a sizable escrow account be set up that can be used to attempt restoration

17 59 highway 50 which provides very little parking for sightseers. The added traffic will more than likely be a detriment to the 
environment as well as a source of multiple accidents

14 49 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

14 48 Local taxpayer expense - additional staff: CDOT, EMS, CPS, Fremont county sherriff Dept.

13 43 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

13 42 Local taxpayer expense - additional staff: CDOT, EMS, CPS, Fremont county sherriff Dept.

11 36 will bring a much-needed economic boost

10 35 Local community citizens negative impact: work & medical schedules & emergencies

10 34 Local taxpayer expense - additional staff: CDOT, EMS, CPS, Fremont county sherriff Dept.
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7 23 OTR holds potential  ..in terms of favorable publicity for our area and in terms of economic impact. Thousands of visitors wil 

travel to Royal gorge region spending money at hotels, restaruants and local stores

4 20 OTR .. Will be an enormous economic benefit to Canon City and the surrounding area communities

2 15 ..disruptive to the locals of the Arkansas Valley
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Christo  Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Traffic, Congestion,  Traffic Management,  Highway Safety, Parking, Pullouts, Passing Lanes, etc.

LetterNO CommentNO Comments
1346 2548 ..do not disrupt traffic and harm wildlife just so these two artist can hang their shower curtains for two weeks.

1341 2555 Commuter safety, lost revenue from travelers who will avoid this area because of traffic jams during the construction,

1341 2556 Lost revenue from local coloradoans who will no longer travel this stretch of highway.

1337 2559 ..the traffic impact is considerable.

1317 2517 I do not use Hwy 50 to go to work, but many people do and how will the addd traffic affect them?

1317 2515 Will there be so much traffic that rescue and fire vehicles would not be able to respond in a timely manner?

1317 2564 This will be one more travel concern.  Major construction on Hwy 24 is being planned, construction is ongoing along I-25, if 
Hwy 50 is clogged up too, my only other option to get to the mountains from Colorado Springs, will be to go down to Hwy 
160.  that's a long way to drive to get to Chaffee county.

1308 2506 This is one of my favorite drives but also one of the most dangerous.  We have enough traffic on the road with our normal 
amount of tourists - we don't need more.

1304 2567 It will create massive traffic problems not only at the time of viewing the finished project, but also during the period of 
construction and deconstruction.

1289 2488 The 3 years construction for this project will have a huge impact on local traffic along the narrow, two lane highway 50 (which 
is a lifeline for many people in the area).

1289 2486 Project will damage the wilderness/environment and cause huge traffic problems.
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1289 2574 All ambulances, fire trucks and daily commuters will be impacted by traffic delays and detours that even Christo's people do 

not know the full impact of.

1289 2573 Even half a million people will bring traffic on highway 50 to a grinding halt.

1289 2576 Traffic delays to rafting companies will no doubt impact their schedules for dropping off and picking up clients.

1282 2480 …my major concern is about the wildlife in the area that feed/gather at the river.  The construction to create such a project is 
the 1st part of the disruption to their habitat; 2nd the added trafic; 3rd the dismantling of such…the animals will NOT 
understand this "artistic conception".

1282 2584 …the increased traffic and potential hazards.

1282 2583 I travel State Highway 50 quite frequently for business.  I truly dread the arrival of the tourist season--many drivers get so 
distracted by sightseeing and create situations which causes the highway to close.  …imagine the increased traffic hazards 
this "artistic project" would create!

1270 2468 …such as traffic on Highway 50 during the two weeks of the project, and the protection of the wildlife and the environment in 
the canyon.

1254 2451 The Union pacific Railroad could add immeasurably to people's enjoyment of Over the River.  The railroad could bring out 
their historic cars during the Project for people to ride along the river.

1251 2446 ..been addressed, i.e., environment, recreation, emergency response, communications, traffic. Etc

1250 2444 Not to mention the increased trafic along its length thus increasing the risk of accidents.  The cover over the river would 
likely chase the fish away making this stretch useless for fishing

1246 2596 the development of a traffic plan that may contribute to eventual widening of the highway in the canyon,

1237 2429 …disruption of wildlife, damage to the environment, impairment of emergency services, traffic overload, the infringement on 
our western heritage and this beautiful country, financial gain to the community, the uninhibited expansion of art forms, the 
cost in ralation to the real human needs of the world.

1236 2598 We feel that any more congestion in this corridor would be extremely hazardous to the community and the traveling public.
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1235 2423 The deer Mountain Fire Protection District (DMFPD) covers the specific areas of Cotopaxi and Coaldale in Fremon county, 

but we are also involved, through "Mutual aid" agreements, with the US Highway 50 corridor where the project is proposed to 
be placed.  Our concerns include;

The possible impact on response and transport times, in and out of the area, in the case of fire or medical emergencies.

1234 2419 …that any benefits that can be had from this project are far outweighed by the costs.  The highway congestion and safety; 
user conflicts; emergency response times; and impacts on the ecosystem and wildlife ar emore important than making a 
quick buck.

1232 2417 ..it is too dangerous, we lived at Howard for 10 years, and coming and going to work in Salida was a real challenge; crazy 
drivers, and they want to create more danger, I have seen cars stopped on the highway to view sheep, deer and such with 
no regard to safety.

1224 2407 The highway department has banned any signs displayed along the road to distract drivers.  Florence was directed to 
remove a business directory on a down town building because it distracted dirvers.  And now the very idea of "Over the 
River" is to give drivers something to look at as they travel down a road that requires complete attention on any given day.

1224 2609 If the estimated number of people came to view the "Over the River" art work - Highway 50 through that canyon will be a 
dreaded passage for those who find it necessary to travel that east-west route across Colorado.

1224 2405 My husband and I were on our way to Blue Mesa pulling a 25 foot 5th wheel when we net an estimated 3000 bicycle riders 
coming down that canyon.  Most people are careful and considerate but there are those who think they are the most 
important ones on the road.

1224 2409 That canyon is one of the most beautiful areas in our State but requires a drivers attention at all times.  …allowing that 
project to develop will be a dangerous undertaking.

1222 2402 …the concerns regarding wild life and environmental protection, traffic control, law enforcement, emergency provisions, 
property owners and the handling of communications.

1214 2394 This stretch of road is dangerous any way, without people looking at this project.

1214 2395 Please consider the emergency professionals that have to drive that highway at excesssive speed, and will have difficulty 
maneuvering through traffic.

1209 2387 The traffic management plan will provide excellent data on how the deal with increased traffic not only for this project but for 
future construction projects that will most likely occur as this area continues to grow.

1205 2413 Traffic flow will cause a strain on all law enforcement personnel and business travel to the area will come to a stop.
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1204 2378 The traffic delays both of the construction process and crowds of the actual disiplay period will destroy these convention 

outings.  The timing is too critical.  Itn's Spikebuck slated as one of the prime display areas?  So much for offering a relaxed, 
beautiful Colorado mountain experience!  Fishing amid construction? Parking? Then there is the issue of flyfishing under 
those curtains.  All prohibitive.

1202 2372 …the railroad system and the improvement of that system will again greatly benefit the area.

1202 2371 The communication system which they are working on to aleviate the "dead spots" through the canyon will benefit the search 
and rescue, law enforcement, traffic control and others who use the canyon.  They plan to leave this communication system 
to be used for years to come.

1194 2612  Communication between law officers, a scarcity of officers, and the interaction with firemen and traffic control has never 
been worked out in a satisfactory way.  A master plan, the EIS will answer these needs and also provide corrdect information 
regarding the type and amount of equipment and personel needed.  We have many jpersons here who came up at the bat 
when the school bus crashed west of town and the Copper Gulch fire happened but with the increased growth and the size 
of our county, it is not wise for fair to depend on volunteers only.  The EIS will suggest a hierarchy of management.

1147 2283 I live in Cotopaxi and travel to Canon City about once or twice a week. I know the Canyon Road (Hwy 50) quite well and am 
very concerned about the actual logistics of the traffic will happen.

1147 2284 Highway 50 can be very dangerous at times - there are few pull-offs, fewer passing lanes, fewer still restrooms.

1147 2286 Emergency situations would become very dangerous to deal with in case of many, many people on the road.

1147 2285 It's generally a challene to drive while tourists are on the road.

1143 2273 any more congestion in this corridor would be extremely hazardous to the community and traveling public

1143 2272 All of these fire incidents have occurred in remote, hard to reach places along the canyon. Most are only accessible would 
be Highway 50 or by air.

1143 2269 We are deeply concerned about the safety factors associated with the traffic congestion expected in this narrow canyon 
roadway.

1140 2291 Project description indicates that the 6 to 25 foot space between the overhead panels and the river bank will allow both 
public and wildlife access to the river.  Unrestricted access for the extreme numbers of anticipated viewers along the panel 
segments will exacerbate wildlife, vegetation and soil impacts immediately adjacent to the project.  Public access will need to 
be directed to relatively concentrated areas that can be rehabilitated immediately following viewin of the curtain.  Hopefully, 
those sites can be provided on naturally hardened areas where soil and vegetative impacts will be minimized as well.  Those 
types of sites, however could increase safety risks for the viewing public.
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1140 2296 Other than minimal number of work vehicles using the railroad track for access to anchor and cable work sites, we 

recommend no additional railroad traffic be created by the proposed project.  Bighorn sheep are most disturbed and thus 
stressed by activities they are not accustomed to.  When trains utilized the tracks several time each day, the sheep were 
habituated to this activity and it created little stress in the sheep.  Now that train traffic has been negligible for the last few 
years, they respond much more negatively to train traffic.  Additionally, project viewing trains would likely stop for viewing of 
the curtain which would create even more of an impact on sheep in the immediate area.

1140 2298 Movement through and across the project area is known to occur for mule deer and bighorn sheep and expected to occur for 
black bears and mountain lions.  Radio collar data for mule deer shows movement across the river/highway corridor as well 
as up and down river for distance approaching 35 miles.  The river and railroad corridor provide a movement corridor along 
the river for bighorn sheep within the home ranges for each individual herd.  Additionally, ewe movement across the 
river/highway corridor have been documented in past years.  Rams routinely move back and forth across the river/highway 
prior to and following the breeding season.

1140 2289 Impact to angler use will be significant.  Estimation is that fishing use will be negligible for about one month the summer of 
this project.  (just prior to viewing, during viewing and until the cables are removed after viewing).  This impact will occur from 
Salida to Parkdale.  Anglers will avoid the human congestion created by the project.  Traffic concerns may deter anglers 
from access the river during this time.  May and August are the heaviest summer fishing months on the Arkansas River.  Use 
is four times less during the month of july because of higher flows.  The fewest anglers would be impacted if the project 
viewing was in mid-July.

1139 1921 Drought conditions in south-central Colorado are predicted to continue.  Forest fires seem inevitable with these conditions.  
Highway 50, next to the Arkansas River, between Salida and Canon City, would probably be needed by fire fighters and their 
equipment, possibly for evacuation of residents.  There is not a good alternate route.  It is not the role of government to 
unnecessarily jeopardize the well-being of its citizens and their homes and ranches.

1137 2259 Where does the 250,000 number being currently espoused originate, and if there is no basis, in other workds is speculation 
or just a number being drawn out of thin air,  I would ask that the BLM base the anticipated number of visitors on his original 
statement of 1 million, and increase from there using an appropriated formula, perhaps the percentage of increased 
poputlation growth in the past 11 years.

1136 1909 …the impact on wildlife and all the possible problems that come with handling the kind of volume of tourists it would bring to 
our area, the most important issues involved is the safety concerns about Highway 50 and the congestion it would cause.

1136 1918 Increased litter and debris from masses traveling throught area along highway.

1136 1916 Businesses along Hwy 50 that would be negatively impacted by increased volume of traffic; ex: inadequate parking, inability 
to handle large volume of customers, inability to store sufficient inventory, inaccessibliity due to traffic.

1136 1915 Transporting stock/their health and safety if caught in traffic delays.
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1136 1914 Very limited air transport such as helicopters or small aircraft able to come into the canyon area (especially if high winds or 

poor weather) if there are major incidences of any kink; trafic accidentd, delays, or supplies needed.

1136 1912 Ambulance/Fire vehicles delayed, mail carriers delayed/other carrier's services delayed such as UPS, FedX, and DHL, 
Delivery Vehicles for all type services delayed, Transporting drinking water, Major traffic problems in surrounding cities all 
along highway 50, including Canon City, Westcliffe, Pueblo, Salida and many smaller communities that are already having 
congestion on a daily basis, much more during tourist season and then with the added influx of art project viewers, Delays 
for courier services for doctors and hospitals, Delays for armored vehicles for banks and credit unions, Motor vehicle 
accidents increased along the highway, rock slides/delays with clean op and possible injuries, Spills (both hazardous and 
non) from trucks,

1136 1911 All the locals who must get to work, that must transport cattle and other livestock, that have to haul water, that have to get to 
appointments, that have to run errands, and everything else in their daily lives they must do that mean using the highway to 
take care of those things.  But to think it would delay people getting to the hospital in time, or ambulances making their runs, 
or fire departments not able to service their areas is totally unthinkable and inexcusable, no matter how much revenue it 
might bring to the state, city or community.  …to alter their lives, even endanger their lives, to interrupt and wreak havoc on 
the wildlife that depend on the river.  The project could be put somewhere that could deal with the traffic issues in a practicul 
way, and not disrupt the local wildlife.

1136 1910 …to allow the project in that area just because of those safety issues that it would create by having to close down the 
highway at times, or to divert traffic, or have tremendous delays due to those coming to view the project.  To expect locals 
that have to carry on their daily business to be diverted on very long and time consuming detours just to take care of their 
tasks.

1135 1907 …the traffic accident in the Swissvale curves two weeks ago should be a huge wakeup call.  …there was a rollover accident 
in the first major curve east of Swissvale.  The semi truck was carrying hazardous waste.  Traffic was shut down for four 
solid hours in the middle of the day, with up to two hour delays well into the night.  I know we sat in Swissvale from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. that night.  There were more delays for alsmost two weeks after that while the guardrail was repaired and 
cleanup continued.  This was just one accident, and these people want to push 250,000 people through our narrow canyon 
for two weeks, not to mention all the gawkers during the period of construction.  They can drive in at their leisure, stop traffic 
for their own interests, cause accidents, dump their trash, then leave and go back to their own backyards.  …those of us who 
already have to deal with the tourists driving 30 mph, the truckers, motorhomes, the skiers, and the hunters.  Some days it 
already takes 30 minutes to drive 15 miles to go to work, school, meetings, etc.  What they ere going to do about the 
drivewasys leading into the highway and how they were going to address the expected two hour delays for the locals to get 
to their destination (work or home).  There would be at least two hour delays.
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1131 1904 The accident on Wednesday-no traffic, good roads, no weather problems - traffic backed up (road closed about 4 hours, 1 

lane for about 8).  Ambulance could not get patient to hospital; Doctor could not get through to do surgery at hospital.  
Parents upset they couldn't get their kids.  Those by the firehouse used their facilities and got water.  Will tourists carry own 
water and food for that could be a very long trip?

1131 1903 Has anyone counted the number of driveways and county roads on highway 50?  Many of these people will need to turn left 
as well as right.  There are no traffic lights.  You are expecting in two weeks the number of annual visitors to focus on the 
family.

1131 1902 Should a wildfire happen, has anyone thought about panic?  Tourists will probably go up some of the county or sbudivision 
roads, which won't go anywhere - they are dead ends.  The tourists are not going to realize that you have put them in a 
canyon with no exits until it is too late.  This will make it even harder for residents to leave, and to evacuate in general.

1126 1895 The Cotter company stated 6 to 8 trucks daily pass through the canon with uranium cargo.  How many more Companies due 
the same, and I am sure there are some who also do not follow the rules.  What if the cargo was even more poisonous?  
Where are you going to put the thousands of people on that day?  No evacuation is available, the Canon has always been a 
death trap…No escape, just sheer rock walls, and water.  No bridges, no exits, no alternate routes.  Fire, flood and 
hazardous spills will not have any mercy.  Who wver thought Katrina coucl be so devastating?  I am a Bank Professiona who 
has lived in Salida for 25 years.  I have approzimately 30 to 40 contacts per day.  For every 1 that wants it 8 to 10 absolutely 
hate it.

1121 1893 …combined with the normal traffic and other activities in the canyon (fishing, rafting, etc), this project would add 
unnecessary and dangerous traffic and congestion problems.

1118 1891 There will be some minor traffic issues during construction and display.  Traffic should be slowed down on this roadway 
anyway.  Overall it would benefit the area.

1117 1889 Potential impacts to transportation needs of residents of the canyon, residents of the Salida and Canon City areas, and 
travelers passing through the area

1116 1885 …there has been a complete lack of concern for the residents of the area and for the enormous traffic problems which will 
prevent people from being able to go to their work - not just during the 2 weeks of the "show" but interruptions during the 
years of construction.  Workers' commutes are already quite long given that we live far from our employment.  This will make 
the commutes untenable.  People trying to get to their jobs or get anywhere-to groceries to livelihoods to emergencies will be 
delayed and even prevented.  This concerns peoples' livelihoods and quality of life on many levels.  …"there are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions."  …prevent this harm to 
people's lives.
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1113 1883 Provide slow speeds, especially where pedestrians mingle with vehicles.  Very slow speeds 10 mph will make a total travel 

time of 4 hours through the entire 40 miles of road.  Provide normal speeds at limited places and times.  No vehicles stops 
or parking along the entire 40 miles of the artwork.  Small groups of vehicles with space between.  Local residents with a 
windshield sticker use their autos anytime.  Plan for timed groups and small numbers of vehicles.  Here is why: People will 
have a clear view of the river and artwork and the space.  In addition, equally important, crowded roads make drivers behave 
badly.  Limit the size of vehicles groups..ideally 6-10 vehicles.

1113 1878 Estimated 250,000 people will visit the project.  Use these figures: 14 days project time, 16 hours of viewing each day, 
viewers spaced over 40 miles of river..on both banks.  The math shows an average of 27 people per hour distributed over 
one lineal mile of river, half -14-on each river bank.  Conclusion:  An average of 14 people per mile of river bank is a small 
group that is easily managed.  Vehicle Congestion on highway 50:  Use 27 people per hour; choose a reasonable average 
of 4 people per vehicle (including semi-trailer trucks) and 40 miles of road.  The math shows an average 6.8 vehicles per 
hour spaced over one road mile.  An average 6.8 vehicles per mile is a small group that is easily managed.  A key factor in 
preventing traffic congestion is planning for an average of 4 people per vehicle.  During construction / deconstruction, 
highway traffic will seldom be affected, because the artists will use the railroad tracks on the opposite side of the river.  
Vehicle movement along the highway is part of the artwork.  Truck drivers and traveling local citizens are part of the 
audience for the artwork.  Key to preventing highway congestion is planning for 6-9 vehciles spaced over the 40-miles of the 
project.  Creative ways of moving people will reduce the numbers of vehicles.  Shuttles, small bus's, small open trucks with 
seats, electric "golf carts" and local drivers can carry visitors to and from their lodging or campground.

1111 2240 It would be considered a hazard relating to traffic problems and increase accidents by the "looky-loos" that travel the "River 
Road"

1111 2241 There aren't that many areas to pull off and get out and look at this are work.  It would be dangerous especially on the road.  
We have enough accidents without this!

1109 1874 The over the river project is going to put a lot of people in danger.  The highway is already dangerous enough.  People do 
not need any more distractions.

1103 1870 The "Over the River" project is scheduled to have a lengthy construction period, a two week presentation time, and a 
demolition period.  During this time, expecially the presentation period, from Canon city to Salida, expecially the 40 mile 
section of US Hwy 50 from Parkdale to Wellsville, will be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county 
roads and driveways.  This is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to exit and enter from county roads and driveways.  This is 
extremely dangerous for residents, emergency vehicles, and commodity vehicles such as water, fuel, food and mail parcels 
to travel.  This highway is the only appropriate route from Pueblo, Southern Colorado Springs, and Canon City to the Salida 
area.  To have the commodities that need to enter Salida or anywhere in between Canon City and Salida go by an alternate 
route will raise the already high fuel cost or possible not be delivered at all.
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1100 2234 The Bighorn sheep Canyon is a boxed canyon with no off ramps.  It is a narrow, two lane, mountain highway with speed 

limits of 45-55 mph.  Although Christo only plans on draping about 7 miles of a 45 mile stretch of the canyon, the canyon 
itself is about 60 miles long.  …there are in reality, no alternative routes.

1100 1864 Traffic problems would still exist, but could be more easily managed.  The approximately 10 miles of from Canon City is 
wider, with more open space on either side, giving emergency vehicles room to maneuver.  Helicopters could land closer to 
the problems and the distraction of the exhibit would not exist from the highway.  The narrow, two lane road from the 
highway leading to the royal Gorge does not have the population living on the road, so it would not impact the lives of the 
general population.  This would not be as large of a project, but the bridge is world famous.

1096 1852 I am a 59 year old dentist with a BS in Forestry management.  I work full time in buean Vista so I drive the canyon almost 
daily.  I do not feel that just an environmental assesment of the "Over the River" project will be adequate.  Please consider a 
full EIS.
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1092 1850 …a two year prior construction stage, a two week exhibition, followed by a one year demolition process, essentially a three 

year impact project.  …the chosen river sites are located both above and below Howard, Colorado.  This event is projected 
to attract over 250,000 visitors to the Arkansas River Valley during the two week exhibition period alone, with no estimate of 
increased traffic potential throughout construction and demolition.  These visitors would of necessity be confined and 
compressed into the approximately 60 mile section of US Highway 50 between Salida and Canon City; that highway is 
essentially the only land access between the two.  It is the only access to most of the communities, tourist facilities, 
businesses, and home situated between Salida and Canon City.  Most improtantly, that highway is the only link between the 
people living in the area nad medical, fire, evacuation, or any other emergency services.  It is our only response route to 
virtually any and all emergencies in our protection area.  It is the only available route for us to provide or receive assistance 
under our mutual aid agreements with larger, better-equipped departments in either Salida or Canon city, or support to or 
from the colorado State Forestry Service in case of wildland fire.  US Highway 50 between Canon City and Slaida is a 
predominately two-lane road which parallels the Arkansas River throught it's winding, high-wall canyon from Parkdale, about 
10 miles west of Canon City, to Salida.  In some areas the highway has been widened to include a passing lane, but in many 
areas is far to narrow to allow more than two vehicles.  Even now, minor accidents close the highway in both directions, 
often for hours while investigatory agnecies and towing companies respond.  A major accident, especially one with injuries 
or fatalities, can result in closures lasting the better part of a day.  Should this project be approved and permitted by the 
multiple federal and state agencies involve, the potential for disaster is very high.  An accident of any kind on US 50 could 
result in a traffic jam of gigantic proportions.  Although unlikely, based on visitor estimates, as many as 20,000 cars could be 
involved, and all access to the accident and the people involved could be impossible.  Accidents beget accidents; it is easy 
to envision both ends of the Arkansas River Bighorn Sheep Canyon blocked for a considerable length of time with people 
marooned in their vehicles, in the summer heat, many probably withour food or drink.  And we would not be able to respond 
to the accident, the victims, or to any other emergency in the area.  A proposed solution of establishing a third lane in the 
center of the highway reserved for emergency traffic is totally impractical since there are multiple "choke", or narrow, points 
in the highway barely allowing passage of two vehicles.  The Howard Fire Department is an all-volunteer organization, ready 
and willing to respond to emergencies in our community or wherever need be.  Resources in this rual area are limited.  We 
depend on the support of our mutual-aid partners, such as salida, about 12 miles west, in case of major incidents.  With the 
highway blocked and/or jammed, we cannot support them, they cannot support us.  We cannot provide adquate fire or 
emergency response to our area without access to the highway.  Water and equipment limited, and we will be forced to try to 
obtain funds in excess of $200,000 to obtain equipment, e.g. an adequate tanker and extraction equipment, to offset the 
potential unavilability of our support partners who supply those capabilities now.  We must point out that this does not even 
address the other emergency response units in the area such as ambulance, sheriff, State Patrol, or others, who would be 
equally hampered in such an event.  Through your good offices, to evaluate the potential local impact of the proposed 
project.
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1090 1847 I enjoy my job, but the drive can become expecially tedious during the summer.  It is not unusual to be one of eight to ten 

cars piled up behind an RV.  Tourist traffic is something I have learned to live with knowing that I too was once one of those 
tourists.  I can appreciate the tourist wanting to enjoy the beauty of the canyon as I do.  Knowing what the drive is like on a 
daily basis during a normal tourist season, what the "Over the River" project could due to the traffic.  …anyone who regularly 
makes that drive is being heard loud enough.  Not only will the increased traffic make the drive hazardous, but will take away 
from the natural beauty of the canyon.  I truly worry about drive times being increased, which leads to frustrated driverrs 
taking unreasonable risks trying to pass.  …this project will not make the situation any better and will almost certainly make it 
worse.

1088 2230 Even though the railroad and highway have changed the canyon, an influx of 250,000 people in 2 weeks will further 
dramatically impact the environment.  … people will not stick to trails and garbage will not necessarily be deposited in 
designated receptacles.

1087 1839 And will cause delays and congestion for people who drive those roads every day to make their living.

1087 1838 This will also hurt the roads in the area by bringing in more traffic.

1083 1834 This is in reference to the tanker truck that overturned last Wed. by Swissvale.  Do you recall how many hours the canyon 
was closed due to that accident?  People who work in Salida and live in Howard, Cotopaxi and Coaldale did not arrive at 
their homes until 9:30 p.m. due to closurers.  This is a prime example of what can happen during the work before and during 
the project itself, and afterwords during the clean-up and restoration of the grounds back to their natural state.

1080 2229 I am referring, of course, to the uranium ore spill in the canyon near Swissvale.  It served as an excellent example of the 
risks we would be taking to allow a project such as christo & Jeanne-Claude's "Over the River" project.

1079 1829 There is literally no emergency exit on Highway 50!!!  In the event of a fire, which is very likely since many people smoke, we 
have only Highway 50 for excape.

1079 2226 Highway 50 is simply not capable of handling increased traffic, and the damage to wildlife and nature are greater than we 
can afford.

1079 2224 In a panic situation, when the road is jammed with people and there are few pull offs, how could emergency equipment 
possibly get through???

1079 2228 People who live in this canyon won't be able to get on the highway for hours, and if any emergency develops, the loss of life 
will almost be a certainty.

1079 2223 Health and welfare is paramount and, in this situation, loss of life and property would almost be a certainty.
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1077 1825 Three fire departments are directly responsible (and accountable) for the valley/canyon between Canon and Salida.  …the 

inherent problems of so large a mass of cars/people entering this box canyon.  …how many per hour on a ten-hour day, 
times fourteen days, would 250,000 cars break down to?  …there is no evacuation plan by any public agency for evacuation 
of the canyon in event of wildfire, flood, or terrorist event.

1076 1823 We are looking forward to continued growth in tourism in Colorado.  That is the plan.  As a white water kayaker and fly 
fisherman I find traffic on hwy 50 very bussy and potentially hazardous even with the improvements over the past few years.  
Between Canyon City and Salida there are precious pullouts and parking areas.  During the construction, display and 
deconstruction of Mr. Christo's art project traffic congestion will negatively effect current commercial and recreational uses.  
Local traffic has no choice but to use hwy 50.  How will increaded traffic congestion effect motor vehicle crashes and 
emergency service to injuries?  How will traffic congestion and parking limit fishermen and recreational and commercial 
rafting?  What will be creaded for state and local law enforcement?  Should we make a situation that puts life at risk?

1071 1819 We already have a huge amount of traffic accidents, especially int eh summer, because tourists don't know how to drive in 
the canyon.  People get frustrated with their 25 mph in a 45 and 55 mph zone and I have seen people pass lines of cars, 
even in double yellow areas.  Your proposal is to increase that risk by 1000%.

1070 2214 The reduction in the traffic flow on highway 50, for the purpose of moving/installing equipment to facilitate completion of this 
project, seems to indicate that the people who have to use this already small highway matter little in the eyes of the artist.

1069 1815 That highway is heavily used in summer with RVs, and trailers all year round.  Hauling livestock and hay on that ropute, I 
have often seen and experienced impaitient drivers passing illegally and driving too fast.  The idea of 3 years construction 
and 4 proposed closures on that stretch of winding highway is a resipe for a real mess.

1067 1812 Transportation and recreation impacts will be significant simply by the projected value of users.  There are mitigations 
proposed byt resource concerns described about won't be reduced to the impact levels where a Fohsi can be granted.  The 
size and controversery of a proposed management activity is sufficient criteria where an EIS is warranted.

1065 2213 It's very risky to put a plan in place which is logistically strained during our normally busy summers without the addition of an 
estimated 250,000 more onlookers (the simple task of removing stalled vehicles blocking lanes becomes a large 
problem…how do tow trucks maneuver through a canyon full of stopped cars?).  Our governmental agencies are in place to 
provide that measeure of safety.

1065 1806 My primary concern is for the residents and others who routinely use the hwy 50 corridor from Colorado Springs, Canon City, 
Salida, Buena Vista and all communities in between, who will be unable to conduct their day to day activities including going 
to work, receiving/making various deliveries and having readily accessible emergency services including ambualnce, fire 
and police services.  Their rights and safety which I feel need protecting by each and every agency involved.

1063 1803 Will the presence of such an installation and traffic that would ensue, frighten other wildlife that would come down to the river 
to feed and drink?
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1057 1798 In three years there will be more residents living in the area adding more cars to Hwy 50 in addition to the increase in truck 

traffic.  250000 people looking at the art project would over-load the highway and make a congested dangerous situation all 
the way between Canon City and salida.

1056 1795 One major accident recently closed the raod to through traffic for 6 hours.  Fortunately we did not have a need to go the 
Salida that day.  We who live in the area, know the swiftness of the river but people from other parts of the country have not 
a clue how fast a body can be swept away.  With 40 + miles of river attracting and inviting visitors to it - who is going to patrol 
(#1) be liable for injuries or even deaths to waders into the river (#2) insure safety for rescue people (#3). We have all seen 
and heard how insurance companies have responded to hurricane Katria victums, I am very dubious about the artist claim to 
cover all expenses for the project.  Will they promise the moon and deliver a falling star.

1055 1792 Post Office - I know mail carriers are on a very strict time schedule which I don't see as getting any better with this fiasco.

1055 1788 CDOT - Not counting lane closures for 2 years, I velieve traffic is going go be a hughe conern.  I have seen what one traffic 
accident can do to halt traffic for ours.  We have a lot of people that commute both to Canon City and Salida.  We are talking 
3 times number of people.

1052 2189 They are complaining of the traffic, but when the Broncos play there is terrible traffic, but no one shuts down the Broncos.

1048 2185 My husband is on the Indian Springs Volunteer Fire Squad.  Would someone who needs their services get help in time, or 
would the victim's home burn because equipment and volunteers were impeded a timely response by the OTR project?

1048 1768 We are local Fremont County residents who live 7.5 miles north of Cotopaxi off of CR-12.  This project will greatly affect our 
lives/life-style from implementation through completion.

1048 1775 They claim the project will only be here for two weeks, but I know better, for I have lived with the creation and the destruction 
of two of their previous projects.  They have a history of not completing their clean-up after a project, too, claiming to be "too 
old to have time to finish every little thing.

1048 2183 This stretch of US Hwy 50 is part of only four east-west roads traversing Colorado, and it consitutes a vital part of one of the 
two main routes used by truckers to transport goods east-west state wide.
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1048 1769 This OTR will impose major socio-economic constraints on the travel of local citizens and commercial trucks which must 

travel the US Hwy 50 corridor between Salida and Canon City, resulting in a negative impact on the citizens who depend on 
this route for food, medicine, medical emergency response and commerce.    For commerical transporters, there are no 
other really viable roads to use, as all ancillary routes are not built to sustain the amount of rerouted traffic this project would 
require.  The re-routing of local and commercial traffic over sub-standard roads to either Canon City or to Salida would add 
hours more travel time, and add excess wear and maintenance to vehicles.  I find it incomprehensible that the State of 
Colorado would be willing to impair the flow of commerce across our state in a timely manner.  Mail into and out of Cotopaxi 
is already slow enough that upon moving here, we had to pay some bills on line and send others overnight express to insure 
that we would not be accessed late fees, something that happened regularly when we depended solely upon the USPS to 
deliver our payments in a timely fashion.  Now you are aksing that locals willingly accept yet further delays in timely mail 
delivery, etc.  You state that commercial vehicles would be re-routed around the OTR.  Frankly, the supporting arteries were 
NOT constructed to support that degree and weight of traffic.  US Highway 50 constitutes the life-line for people living in the 
Arkansas River Valley or off one of its adjacent roads.  Our family, typical of citizens here, must travel 1 hour 20 minutes 
east to Canon City or 1 hour 10 minutes south east to Westcliffe, or 50 minutes west to Salida just to buy groceries and 
other essentials, as the cotopaxi Store carries only a small amount of goods, gas, and produce.  (These travel times are 
without taking tourist season into account. People here live in a love-hate relationship with tourists, depending on them for 
their economic input into the community, but knowing that travel time, etc, must be increased exponentially during that time 
period.)
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1047 1767 The DMFPD was being represented at the recent BLM public scoping meetings as having "approximately 53 trained 

firefighters on call 24 hours a day" and "respond(ing) to any emergency or challenge presented to us".  DMFPS does not 
have 53 firefighters available at any one time.  The majority of our people are working at regualr jobs, miles and hours away 
from the stations.  We are fortunate, indeed, to have 10 to 15 people show up for an emergency.     During the past 17 years 
that I have attended board meeting, this lack of personnel has been a consisten problem.  No matter how many firefighters, 
trucks and equipment the DMFPD has available, if you can't drive the trucks to the fire, you can't put it out.  There are no 
workable solutions to the inherent problems associated with highway 50's narrow 2 lane restrictions.  A third, center lane is 
impossible for at least 26 miles of the canyon, since there is mountain on one side and river on the other.  The Howard Fire 
Department conducted a test that showed it is physically impossible to have a fire truck and 2 opposing lanes of traffic on 
the highway at once.  Photos of this test are available upon request.  All 3 stations are expected to respond to fires in any 
part of our boundary areas.  The only access road is highway 50.  The alternate routes for traffic presented at the scoping 
meeting included Road Gulch and Copper Gulch.  Those of you who live in this area know that Road gulch is mostly a dirt 
road, and the remainder, along with Copper Gulch into Canon, is chipped and sealed.  The length limit is 18 feet for 
vehicles.  These conditions will not allow the roads to be used as major thoroughfares; they will quickly disintegrate.  
Christo's website states that there will be 3 years of construction, exhibition and removal for the project.  It states that there 
will be road closures.  The traffic analyzers at the public scoping meetings stated that during the exhibit the Highway would 
become a virtual parking lot.  How on earth can our volunteer firefighters be expected to "respond to any challenge" off of 
highway 50 with these obstacles?  Fremont county Sheriff, Jim Beiker, noted river (boating) accidents, MVA's wildlife/auto 
accidents, tourist accidents (trying to get that perfect picture at the tope of the cliff), cigarettes being thrown from vehicles, 
campfires, bus (mass casualty incidents), and terrorist activity as real possibilities.  He stated on a radio talk show that the 
extra personnel Christo brings in to control traffic have absolutely no jurisdiction in this county, and that he has never been 
approached by Christo to obtain permission for the project.  There are no plans for emergency evacuation of the canyon in 
the event of a wildfire, flood, or terrorist event.

1045 2178 How many more animals will be killed on that stretch of highway from being spooked and increased traffic?

1040 1756 During construction traffic will be disrupted and delayed.

1040 1758 After the thing is up, traffic will be slow and people who live in the canyon or who commute to Salida or Canon City will face 
major inconvenience.  .

1039 1755 Besides the concern of traffic and saftey, besides the concern of the animal's habitat that naturally live in the canyon, 
besides the concern of trash left behind from tourists, I have the concern of what will be done with the fabric once the "show" 
is over.

1035 2162 This increased traffic congestion can certainly be an issue to the people who live in the area and to people visiting to view 
the "Art."  This aspect of the project should certainly be included in the evaluation.
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1033 1745 After talking with many representatives from most of the permitting agencies, I have come away with the feeling that the 

main thrust of these agencies is to limit tha damage to the river, the canyon, the wildlife, and the people in the area.  The 
charge given to these agencies is to stop damage.  This charge is demonstrated by the closing of access to many areas by 
the BLM because of damages being done by motorized vehicles.

1030 2159 Many of the sections picked for the display are in terrain that make accidents more likely.

1030 2160 Negative impact from pollution accidents will be a lasting legacy that is far more likely to occur than successful mitigation 
attempts of prevention.

1030 1741 In addition to trash and construction debris, there will undoubtedly be accidents (construction of traffic) that will pollute the 
river.  In many cases these accidents can be disasterous and long lasting.

1029 2155 The stretch of highway 50 in the canyon is already fraught with problems: limited passing lanes, dangerous curves with 
limited visibility and wreckless driving.

1029 2156 Construction or accidents that reduce even one lane of traffic make trips in the direction (either to Salida or Canon City) of 
the disruption impossible.

1029 2157 It will be easy to describe work-arounds that claim to mitigate disruptions, past projects in the canyon have proven that it is 
impossible to maintain reasonable  traffic flows.

1029 1739 We live approximately half way between Salida and Canon City.  My concern is the impact on traffic from all phases of the 
project (construction display, dismantling).  According to project information, there will be an impact for at least 2 years.

1027 1735 There are many issues to be resolved, with the primary challenge being traffic congestion along the winding two-lane 
Highway 50 bordering the Arkansas River.

1026 1733 The environmental impact on the animals and traffic problems would not be that detrimental.  The actual construction work is 
slow and drawnout and may not effect the animals anymore that a two week road repair project.

1024 1726 The railroad and highway have already altered this area.  Impose more damage to this environment.

1024 2153 Highway 50 is a mojor artery for out communities.  This project will only clog and conjest travel for those who rely on time 
schedules for employment and appointments.

1024 1727 ..potential harm to the wildlife by traffic, cables and pollution.

1016 1716 …not…the anticipated increases in traffic volume will inordinately inconvenience area residents.

1016 1715 …not…The anticipated increases in traffic volume will render the efforst of emergnecy medical responders inadequate.
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1013 1711 Public safety, environmental issues and 3rd on disruption of lives in canyon (3 years)  Project could be moved to royal Gorge 

People could walk, not drive by, environmental impact lessened, tourist parking, miminal disruption of resident's daily life.  
Art should never endanger peoples lives and property nor disrupt their daily lives and certainly not for 3 years.

1013 1708 Since all of us residents have no choice but to use highway 50, how to we get out on the crowd and lock?  We often have to 
turn left also.

1013 1705 Helicopter can't land in lots of places and on the road if there is a land lock.

1013 1703 Public Safety is at risk not to mention possible, terrism.  This is a closed in box canyon. International event 911 might have 
been averted if the government had paid more attention to warnings.

1013 1702 Safety:  Narrow 2 lane mtn road with a distraction on the side.  Speed limits 45-55 mph potential for many accidents, cars in 
the river, fatalities.  No way to rescue.  An amblance at either end of canyon can't get thru a high traffic area.  A middle lane 
isn't the answer - no room in places.  Highway closed or at least 1 lane - for 3 years?  Anytime is too long, causing delays 
this would be in addition to re. construction.  During 2 wks - will be impossible to get to work, or get workers into canyon - 
water, health care, trash services, mail.  Fire safety, increased criminal activity lack of response - too crowded to get 
equipment or law enforcement.  How do we who live in canyon evacuate?  Time can be of the essence, current plans 
(middle lane and alternate routes) are insufficient.  No room for middle lane, measure fire trucks, ambulance) and cars - if 
can't be done all through the canyon.  The alternate routes - county rd 45 isn't wide enough for emergency vehicles, in 
places, is a one lane in places, no bridge over Bear Creek have to drive in river to get to other side road.  Gulch is narrow 2 
lane dirt road, not made for lots of traffic.  Access to both are from Highway 50 and not accessible from very many places.  
No reasonable evacuation plan - CSP said they could clear the road (Highway 50) in 2-3 min.  Never happen since I have 
lived here - with distraction roadside and more than double number of cars (no guarantee cars will be spread out evenly over 
2 weeks)  Wildfire chance rises exponentially with that many more people in the box canyon (12,000/day) how do we 
evacuate?  Mountain Fire victims had only seconds when fire started.

1012 1701 Our company is highly concerned about the traffic issues.  Our company uses that stretch of highway daily.  It is vital to our 
operation.    Several of our personnel also live in the west end and would be subjected to the same circumstances.  If these 
issues are not handled in a fashion acceptable to our company that we are 100% opposed to this project.

1011 1698 …traffic safety (we travel the canyon daily to get to work), traffic congestion or people control (people are already bad about 
stopping vehicles in the middle of the highway to look at the rafters or the sheep), lane closures (will there be delays for the 
people who travel the canyon?)

1009 2147 There could be as much as 185,000 people on highway 50 with-in the two weeks time.

1009 2148 That many people on that obsolite 2 lane road that has needed upgraded for years.  We already have more and more traffic 
each year as more people come.
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1008 1693 …any permanent environmental damage caused by this project will be insignificant compared to that from past, present, and 

future railroad, highway, mining and private property development activities.

988 1680 Traffic Control and Public safety:  Approximately 250,000 people, including existing traffic, are estimated to travel Highway 
50 during the 2-week period of the finished artwork.  This traffic wil be managed under a Colorado Department of 
Transportation and colorado State Highway patrol management Plan.  This will include signing, message boards, provide 
traffic control personnel, on-site towing services, location of identified parking areas, brochures, alternate route information, 
reduced speed limits where deemed necessary, and additional enforcement officers and equipment deemed necessary.  
Each agency, including Highway Patrol, Fremont & Chaffee County Sheriff's Offices, canon City and Salids Police 
departments, BLM, State Parks, will receive additional documented costs for providing additional officers.  Additional 
certified peace officers can be brought in (if determined encessary), costs covered by Christo.  An on site traffic operation 
center staffed by CDOT will be established.  Post Office and Corrections will be notified of schedules and alternative routing, 
along with wide loads and hazardous materials vehicles.  As determined necessary, bicycle and pedestrain traffic will be 
controlled in specific areas of Highway 50.  OTR workers will monitor the project site during daylight hours.  Private security 
will be provided for night monitoring.  Security will be on site during installation, exhibition and removal of the artwork.  The 
FAA may be involved to identify flight ceilings and traffic patterns during the artwork period.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude will 
post a liability insurance policy.  The development and implementation of a Traffic management Plan and the inclusion of 
these above provisions will provide for reasonable management of the increased traffic and cover costs of agencies 
involved.  There will be increased traffic, however, there will be no undo congestion.  Existing services will continue, no jobe 
will be lost, business will continue.

982 1674 …more traffic in/on the Ark River drainage.  …a disaster waiting to happen.

976 2136 The road throught the canyon is already a dangerous one with current traffic volumes, in part because of tourists lack of 
concentration on the road.

976 1669 ..this project might prove beneficial financially in the short term for the local community, I believe that the traffic associated 
with it would overwhelm the capacity of the road system and disturb local wildlife.    I suppose that they are easily distracted 
by the natural beauty of the canyon.  This problem would only worsen.

971 1667 ..economic windfalls, joy of experencing the art, environmental, traffic, emergency access etc.

968 1665 …if there is a way to strictly limit amount of people along the corridor and keep them inside a bus or train, then I may be 
more supportive of the project.

964 2135 Highway 50 is not a lightly traveled back road such as where Christo constructed his Rifle Gap Curtain.

963 1662 …creates dangerous traffic jams.
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959 1654 …obvious concerns about traffic congestion during the construction period and the exhibition, sanitation and trash removal, 

final clean-up, insurance.  The agencies involved will expend many dollars from funds which could be much better used for 
already approved programs and projects.

951 1646 visitor traffic and change of lands.  Chaffee County 101 Fremont co 49 is the road which I, my friends, family and other area 
residents must use to reach Hwy 50.  This proposed project will undoubtedly cause considerable difficulty for all of us.  101-
49 is the only entrance/exit for Bear Creek residents and recreational users of the area.

949 1642 It will attract tourist and tourist spend money.  We already have tourist who spend money and jam our highway.

947 1641 I work at Buckskin Joe Frontier Town and Railway, but I also live on County Road 3A and will be one of the residents directly 
affected by the Christo and Jeanne-Claude's "Over the River" project.  A boost to our local and regional economy.

941 1629 With traffic to say the least, snarls, accidents, looky loos.

936 1627 The traffic issue as the most troublesome.  …planning the traffic and public safety issues can and will be addressed.

931 1623 The traffic this will create in the narrow, winding canyon will add to the traffic in the canyon and possibly cause more 
accidents.

930 2129 What are the safety implications for motorists?

930 2130 The turnouts are barely large enough for a couple of vehicles, so how will you handle gawking tourists?

930 1622 Parking along the Arkansas is perilous enough, and I know because I fish this river 20 to 25 days per year.    I'm talking 
about the small turnouts here, not the established picnic grounds obviously.  I have seen cars park half-way into a lane just 
to view bigh horn sheep, how will motorists react to this monstrosity?

925 1617 I can't imagine any state or national agency that would want to be involved about the time that the road and traffic are 
covered with wind blown pannesl or a lightening hit on a support cable spreads fire to the panels and then the canyon itself.

925 1615 …recreational rafter traffic of summer combined with fisherman and normal road useage creates slowdowns, but add a few 
hundred more cars to the traffic flow because of the art project and you may well have a traffic jam from Canon City to Salida.

913 2120 The entire canyon, it simply is to small to hold all of that traffic

913 2119 If someone has a heart attack at one congested location, and the nearest ambulance is 5 miles away (or even only one) 
exactly how would the ambulance reach the patient?  Or how about the farmer who seriously injures an arm or leg with his 
chainsaw, 2 miles up one of the county roads, who is driven down to Hwy 50 and then what?
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913 2117 As for helicopters, in an area like this they could cause more problems than they could solve.

913 2118 If one care broke down, and couldn't be fixed on the spot, would a helicopter airlift the car?

913 1603 …plan is not strategically feasible, this stretch of Hwy 50 is a box canyon, with highway being the only access by car either 
to Salida or Canon City, Highway 50 is also the only emergency exit from the mountains on either side of the highway.

913 1604 If there were a fire in the mountains on either side of the highway Arkansas River, people would flock the Hwy 50…only to 
meet and be blocke by tourists, and the tourists too would not only be terrified, but stuck on the only excape route.  
…winding, narrow road.          .

912 1601 Beside the traffic being a mess in the canyon not only for the two weeks but for the years it is put in place we are concerned 
that traffic will increase on Trout Creek Pass Hwy 24 (alrady a dangerous highway), Highway 9 from Hartsell to Highway 50, 
and the road from Cotopaxi to highway 69 Westcliff.

910 1600 Traffic control and public safety, wildlife protection, all manner of disruptions for the residents of the canon and a risk of 
wildfires all add up to no thank you.

903 1586 Highway 50 is often closed for truck accidents or convict recapture.  The project will do more for colorado than all the 
unappropriated state funds for tourism could ever have done.

902 1585 …as long-time residents who live adjacent to US Highway 50 between Canon City and Salida we support their artistic 
endeavors.

896 1582 The affect it will have on wildlife, the natural terrain, emergency vehicle response time, traffic jams and even more accidents 
is unthinkable.    It can endanger or have such a negative impact on so many lives.

896 1581 As a resident of Fremont County for 12+years, collectively since the early 70's, there have been many changes and mush 
growth.  …there are also many dangers motorist have to be aware of, i.e. icy road conditions, wildlife, rock slides, added 
traffic due to tourists-may who are unfamiliar with mountain roads.

893 1580 …traffic, it is already a dangerous road and to put thousands of cars on it with very limited places for people to pull over 
seems very irresponsable.  The river through there is famous for fishing, rafting and the beautiful scenery.

891 2109 More than 12,000 vehicles per weekend day are predicted for the art/stunt tentatively scheduled for 2009-2010. That's more 
than twice the normal traffic load.

889 2107 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and who seek necessary food and medical supplies and will threaten the safety 
and well being of my family, and my friends and neighbors.
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880 1567 As a resident who lives off of Highway 50 on CR101/49 (also known as Bear Creek), our family, the surrounding 

environment and wildlife will be impacted by the proposed Christo "Over the River" project.    This is only fair and ensuress 
the event is not just "rubber stamped".

877 1563 From the beginning we have been concerned about the safety of this project for humans, for wild life and for the environment.

877 2094 There is no viable alternative for commuting - be it to work or to doctor appointments or for groceries or for medical 
emergencies or for any reason.

877 2093 Hwy 50 is a lifeline for everyone who lives in this area.

877 2095 It is hard enough for firefighters and their equipment to traverse this area without having Hwy 50 closed down to one lane for 
periods of time.

877 2098 Hwy 50 will be a major traffic jam not only during the two weeks of viewing but also for the two years of construction and one 
year of takedown.

873 2089 The fact that much of the envisioned traffic would consist of people unaccustomed to mountain driving in the firs place 
makes the prosepct even more dire.

873 2088 There are no shoulders to speak of and few turnouts.

873 1559 Public Safety:  The increased traffic will inevitably increase the need for amublance access, fire fighters and police 
assistance, while simultaneously prev enting these helpers from being able to get to the point of need.  This would apply 
equally to the local residents and the tourist.  The Arkansas River Valley in the narrow in may places for helicopter access.  
What an evil-intentioned terrorist might make of such a high profile, vulnerable target makes me shudder.

873 1558 Travel:  US Highway 50 was never desinged to handle the volume of traffic which the construction phase and "Display" of 
this project will cause.

869 1551 How will any emergency vehicles get to a victim or fire with 600 cars per hour going through the canyon?

869 1550 What are the "traffic plans"?  How will the canyon be evacuated in case of an emergency?  Terrorist activity (this is an 
international event with 250,000 people projected to attend), fires, flood, etc.

867 1546 The "Over the River" project has no place on a narrow winding river next to a US highway.
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866 1542 …how can 2000 cars and hour, fumes from these cars and busses, temporary parking areas, porta pots, rescue stations, 

security people and vehicles and all the signs that will be put up=no parking, park here.  …all of these safety measures, 
traffic control issues, environmental issues, helicopters, boats, animal issues, tec sounds like a plan for a natural desaster 
like New Orlean's.

866 1545 This is 3 yrs and more of nothing but inconvience. Rerouting isn't much of an option-few side roads and even less alternat 
roads.  Take it to a more logical and safer place.

866 1543 …there is a boating-retrieval traffic plan.  In Aug it is usually to dangerous on the river. The water is low and the rocks 
exposed.  Are the boats going to be pulled by mules?

860 2084 Ths increase in traffic and disturbance along the river will degrade the experience of river users for several years.

857 1537 ..this is an enormous wonderful project.  It is temporary.  There will be traffic.

856 1535 Typically thousands of fishermen, rafters, and kayakers, will be under that curtain which is deliberately going to be placed in 
areas of poor egress and therefore the most difficult to evacuate.

855 1533 Can emergency services here do as well as the folks in Denver, every day, at rush hour, around Trex?

855 1531 A road way desinged for 20,000 cars supporting an estimated 10.000 on the 2 peak weekends should be manageable.

855 2083 Will residents be any more delayed than during a typical "chip and seal" project?

851 2082 The additional influx of people will create much more traffic, leading us to another potentioal problem.  The Cotopaxi schools 
will be back in school at this time, and this is an issue that needs to be addressed.  …an alternate mode of transprotation for 
these children will need to be figured out.

850 1521 ..the crowds, traffic jams, noise, pollution and disturbance to our way of life here in the Arkansas Valley.

847 2078 The bank s of the river being trampled upon and broken by cable anchors, birds panicking when caught in the panels, cars, 
buses, and RVs crashing into one another as the "viewing" takes place - how can this be worth it?

844 2077 During the presentation period of two weeks there are proposed to be close to an average of 6000 vehicles per day, more 
during the weekend than the week days.  What will that do to the air quality in the canyon?

844 2076 What will the exhaust sediment from the thousands of vehicles do to the water?

843 1507 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and the public.
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842 1504 The artists have agreed to comply with and pay for all requirements of the Department of Transportation such as emergency 

evacuation, fire prevention, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety and hazardous materials traffic.

841 1503 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and public.

840 2072 Another major point against locating this project in the canyon is that there are no viable alternate routes to take for the 
many vehicles that normally travel between Canon City and Salida.  The only alternate routes available at all would more 
than double the distance and time of travel between these points.

837 2068 Some of the people who live and commute along the river, may be inconvenienced for a very short period of time.

835 1491 The economic gain will be samll and short term but the disturbance, damage, increased traffic along a corridor that can't 
handle it additional crime and judicial processes is long term.

835 2064 The agencies who have to approve this have already put in many hours to assess.  These agencies will have to put in many 
extra hours once the project is started and until it leaves.

834 1493 As it is now, even our local people travel the Arkansas River Canon carefully because of the rock falls and narrow road.

834 2066 Out-of-state tourists tend to drive in the middle of the highway and we can visualize the problems that would arise if they 
were also trying to avoid traffic problems caused by the construction and looking at construction work and the project itself.

829 1480 If the permitting process is completed and the artists are in compliance with the many traffic, safety, wildlife protection and 
aesthetic requirements that have been demanded, this project should proceed.

826 1476 The artists have great concern for the issues of traffic control, public safety, impact on the natural terrain, requirements that 
CDOT has and Wildlife protection.  They have been very willing to make sure that all these issues are handled with care and 
caution.

823 1471 The resource that Coloradans are most short on is access to the river.  The only real concern I have with this piece of land is 
that if you floated the river, there are no convenient take out points.

823 2051 I would probably be fine with the deal if we could maintain the current take out point.

821 1469 If it attracts significant numbers of visitors the effects on the river would be adverse.

821 2048 The highway is a canyon bound two lane with limited pull out space for parking or waste and debris handling.

820 1468 The traffic load on the regions support base, and impact on the environment will not be areas I wish to deal with.
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816 1464 The impact to the infrastructure (sewer, water and roads).

815 2042 That area of the state isn't compatible of handling the supposed influx of people, the roads, the lodging, the eateries, etc.

813 1455 I have been traveling between Colorado Springs and Poncha Springs nearly every week for 14 years.  …am always aware of 
the danger of driving a two lane road through a narrow river canyon.  I will travel through Woodland Park, Hartsel and Buena 
Vista.  As thousands of other people do the same; it is these communities which will benefit economically from people 
fleeing the traffic jams of highway 50.

813 2039 The cost to public entities such as CDOT, fireman, rescue teams, EMT's sheriff offices, etc., all of which already have 
overextended budgets.

808 1451 Has anyone suggested using the Railroad tracks as a conveyance for sightseekers?

801 2021 Because of expected traffic and crowding that this project will generate, we would not consider the Arkansas River as a 
legitimate angling destination.

799 1434 As a licensed fisherman, I am opposed to this project because it will exclude me from fishing the public areas of the 
Arkansas River.  If it was install on privat  land only.  I am 63 years old and fish the Arkansas may days throughout the year 
and have done so since 1988 when I started fly fishing.  Many Colorado citizens travel to this area of the Arkansas river for 
their enjoyment.

792 1421 The traffic problem is also a real one.  I have seen horrific accidents on this road.  That is a very dangerous road on most 
days without several hundred thousand people adding to the congestion, pulling over to take pictures on blind corners, etc.

791 2007 Set up a "tour bus" tpe of system where people who want to see the project park at a convenient location (in Canon City, at 
the Royal Gorge, in Salida, etc) then board "tour busses" or "shuttle busses" to go through the canyon.

791 2009 A lot of people might like this option because it would let them view the project from the elevated height of a bus, and they 
don't have to "look and drive" at the same time.

791 2008 The existing rest stops, like Spikebuck and 5 points, coul,d be used as "bus stops" where people could exit the buss they are 
on, walk around, view the exhibit, use the facilities, etc., then could board another bus to dontinue the "tour" of the exhibit.  
This would be similar to the way busses run from the Grand Canyon Village to Hermit's Rest on the south rim of the grand 
canyon.

791 1997 Those who drive highway 50 daily for work - seem to be pretty concerned about the construction phase of the project.

791 2003 This would also help0 to show that you won't be working during peak summer tourism or during the winter - which should go 
a long way in diffusing "commuter" complaints about the project.
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791 1999 Posting a "construction" schedule that would show the days crews will be working, where they will be working, when any 

portion of Hwy 50 would be restricted, etc. The people who commute won't be affected every day over the 2 year 
construction perios - but without some type of construction schedule that illustrates that face, it's too easy for "locals to 
assume the worst.

791 2000 Just saying things like "only short spans of the road will be reduced to one lane for short periods of time" isn't concrete 
enough for people to get comfortable that their lives won't be substantially disrupted during the construction period.

791 2002 Normal traffic pattern will resume the following week".  And publishing this type of schedule (on a website and in local 
papers) might go a long way toward showing people that the actual inconvenience is quite small.

791 2001 If you can show something like "During the week of May 15, 2009, between mile marker 160 and 164 the road will be 
reduced to 1 lane of traffic.

791 2004 Any chance you can start work that closes the highway after the "morning commute" hours and wrap up before evening 
commute hours during any parts of the process?

791 1998 It's a long drive to anywhere on Hwy 50, and running into "construction" every day would indeed be frustrating.

791 2006 People are worried about congestion and traffic during the exhibit itself.  Reduce some of the passenger car/tourist traffic.

791 2005 That might also help with traffic flow for those who use the road every day.

790 1995 The artists have a far better track record of recycling and reclamation than the Hwy Dept or the railroad.

790 1994 With Hwy 50 on one side and the railroad on the other all the way through the Canyon, the impact on the corridor has 
already long been realized.

790 1996 Some of the biggest hazards, from a rafting perspective, are a direct result of the Hwy and railroad being build through there 
(and in the Gorge!)

789 1990 The claims traffic will be snarled is no biggie, most of the highways in Colorado are during every year.  We can live with it.  It 
isn't like this is I-70

788 1987 The climate of this area is challenging enough for them; then add rafting and kayaking, fishing, the occasional vehicle that 
plunges into the river, and the everyday traffic, to mention only a few of the ways humans impact the river and surrounding 
area.

787 1410 The dis-advantage of the traffic flow (heavy) should be considered, and "Going around" should not have to be an option.
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786 1984 The engineer for the project reminded me the covering would only be in place for veiwing for 14 days.  The people interested 

in visiting the site would certainly not wait for the designated 14 days but would more likely come to the area at least 6 month 
or so before the opening date to see how the work was progressing plus often the scheduled dates to see how thins were 
going.  He replied "Oh-I hadnt thought about that!"

786 1408 …a great inconvenience to all of the residents in the area of Route 50 in the Arkansas River Canyon.

784 1407 Traffic control and public safety are two of the prinary concerns fro both the artists and the public.

783 1403 Traffic would probably be snarled.

782 1980 The artists have agreed to a CDOT traffic control plan.

781 1399 …there will, by all estimates, be far more traffic than the canyon can reasonably accommodate.

776 1977 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and to secure necessary food and medical supplies.

776 1391 The lives of people absolutely must be given equal consideration along with the animals, birds, fish and other wonderful 
creations along the river.  County Road 45 will be turned into a congested parking lot threatening the safety and well being of 
local residents.

776 1389 …additional operation of equipment and workers, as well as onlookers along the river will cause severe irreversible 
destruction to the fragile vegetation which secures and protects the soil along the river banks.

776 1388 …the damage that will be done to the environmnet, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

774 1972 The increase in traffic, the blind corners, sharp curves and the added danger for officers having to handle the traffic 
problems and eventual accidents.

774 1974 Summer tourist traffic is impacted by the river rafters and normal recreation seekers.

774 1973 Common sense would, or should, be upper most in the minds of officials.  With the amount of commerical truck traffic, 
Hazardous materials and over-sized loads traveling up and down the canyon.  This Project is only going to cause serious 
problems.

772 1384 …the human impact for several year on this area would have a negative effect on the trout in the river.  The installation and 
vast numbers of people drawn to the area could jeopardize a vital population of trout.
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769 1378 The crowds and traffic will render the river an undesirable place to fish for a number of years.  For just a two-week viewing, 

we will pay the price of many years of installation and a less vigorous similar period of removing the exhibit.

768 1375 It will disrupt normal life in the area of the river and all roads leading to and from that area will abnormally heavy traffic.

767 1967 Anglers, tourists, weekend campers and sportsman will stay away because of this monstrosity and the impacts will be felt 
outside the installation area because people will refrain from visiting the entire Arkansas River during this time because of 
crowding.

767 1965 What are the possible types of problems that could result because of this project, oil or fuel spills, disruption of spawning, 
possible erosion problems that could be created from vehicle and human traffic and the impact they could have on the 
stream health?

760 1367 Not only will it cause many delays for travelers and local residents thru the canyon, but it will jeopardize the wild life, 
including animals and fish.

758 1365 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns fro both the artists and the public.

757 1363 I am also concerned for the disruption of animal habitat from the drilling of cliff sides, construction crews tromping all over 
the place, motor vehicle intrusions, noise and obstruction of large high flapping tarps and the inevitable debris left behind so 
such a large scale operation.

755 1360 I do not think Hwy 50 is suited to handle 200,000 visitors over two weeks.

755 1361 While the economic impacts to towns along 50 may be positive during the project, the long term negative affect of the project 
on the river, highway and wildlife will ultimately negate any economic gains achieved during the project.

755 1357 I am concerned that the impact caused by the construction activities and projected 200,000 visitors will significantly affect 
the Arkansas River.  The Arkansas River is a valuable Colorado resource that should not be subjecte to possible damage by 
such a project.

751 1350 Here is my analysis:  250,000 people at 2 per car is 125,000 cars over 14 days.  First assume that all 14 days have equal 
traffic, then there would be 8,000 cars per day going through or stopping somehere?  But the week end would be more 
popular and it might be that there would be 10,000 cares a day on the 4 weekend days and 6,000 cars a day on the 10 
weekday days.

751 1354 I realize there is no vote on this but I'm giving you the opinion of someone who has driven Sheep Canyon for 50 years, since 
I was just a kid and time ment nothing to me.
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751 1352 Over many, many years of driving Sheep Canyon, I have often been delayed for hours while a lane was closed to permit a 

tow truck to fish a semi or a pickup truck either out of the river or away from its position tetering on the edge of the river.  
…tourist are probably not going to be familiar with all the turns and tricks of this road, and are many times the people in the 
ditch.

751 1351 I travel to Salida and I also go fishing on the river.  There will be monumental traffic jams - frayed tempers-fights- and 
mayhem if this event takes place.  Plus there will be a threat to the public safety of all the residents along the river.

750 1349 Traffic will be a nightmare getting to my home.

745 1343 …we would get thousands of people driving up hiway 50 to see this specticle as there would be no Super Bowl to watch.

745 1344 Are you going to make Hiway 50 a toll road for the occasion? …the people of Canon City and Salida don't want to pick up 
the tab for all the auto accidents such a spectacle such as this will cause.  Will you son or daughter be driving this hiway?

742 1338 I think it would adversely affect the traffic and crowding on the river for fisherman like myself.  I would reconsider my frequent 
trips to the Arkansas River in its entirety even though the project is proposed for the Bighorn Sheep canyon area.

741 1337 As a property owner in the area that this project, I am very concerned with the potential issues associated with increased 
traffic, pollution and damage to the fishery and wildlife habitat.

740 1336 There are no mega shopping centers, but the shops: shuttle services, guide services that anglers associate with a legitimate 
fishery will suffer from months if not years of congestion and traffic jams.  The roadway system currently through this area is 
and was not developed to handle this type of motor traffic.

740 1334 …the amount of traffic and disruption along  the river during the years of installation, viewing and removal will have a 
significantly negative impact on local residents, visitors, business travel through the canyon.

740 1335 ..numerous studies showing the impact on driver and road safety due to distractions, construction and congestion.  This will 
impact the safety and lives of travelers on the state highway system.

740 1957 The Colorado Dept. of transportation Safety should provide an impact study and assessment prior to any implementation.  
The liability alone would provide adequate road blocks to this art.

738 1331 Due to the resultant increase in traffic and congestion along the river access corridor, I fell that the interests of ourtoors 
people who respect and enjoy Colorado's streams and rivers is not well-served by this project.

736 1324 …a legitimate and world-class fishery will be inaccessible to both the fisherman and the businesses that depend on those 
fisherman.  I will plan to avoid the entire lower stretch of the Arkansas during all phases of the project.
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736 1325 The amount of traffic and disruption along the river during the years of installation, viewing, and removal will destroy what I 

cherish in the fishing experience.

734 1320 Since we drive that road very often, I expect most people will get so frustrated at the slow traffic along the river during the 
covering that they will leave mad anyway.  August is already busy.

733 1317 I live at Hillside, up CR 198 towards the Lutheran Camp, and I get enough soccer mom and camper traffic in the summer to 
ruin my day.  Now I can have the run-off from the drapery crowd.

733 1945 Do you think one Custer County policeman will come and patrol these city slickers tearing up my 25mph road to 50mph?

732 1312 Personal Economic Impact.  Cristo said commuting delays are "not a serious question."  Jeanne-Claude appalled many of 
us with her perception that we're afraid we'll "lose a few dollars of income".  My job along the length of Bighorn Sheed 
Canyon, as for scores of other fishing and float guides, is seasonal,  I must make all my year's income within a few months.  
The display time of the completed project is in the very heart of my working season.  I will not simply be delayed a few 
minutes getting to "the office."  This project is in my office!  I will be impeded in the actual performance of my job during the 
entire time of setup, display and disassembly, as will all the other workers like me in those river areas.Furthermore, these 
are constant shuttles moving back and forth in the operation of our river-based businesses.  The turn-around times are often 
very tight.  Closing 300-400 feet of a lane brings this canyon to a stand-still.  Even if construction does not occur during the 
high summer months, the flyfishing season runs from late March through late October, much longer thatn the commerical 
rafting season.  S9o, whether it is the actual 2 weeks of display or the years of setup and dismantling, the lane closures and 
traffic issues spell disaster for the financial well-being of us all.

732 1944 Having sizeable sections suspended for extened periods before and after the official viewing dates makes this a much 
longer event than purported, extending all the issues about traffic, safety, environment, recreation and economics.

729 1305 Traffic control and public safety are two the primary concerns.

729 1306 …comply with all requirements of the CDOT approved traffic control plan to included all aspects related to emergency 
evacuation, fire prevention measures, traffic and pedestrian control, boating safety plans, and alternative route procedures 
for commercial and hazardous materials traffic.

729 1307 The cost of additional medical evacuation and fire personnel, air ambulance, traffic officers, and security personnel will be 
paid by the artists.

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…
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724 1297 I am a 70-year old voting home owner in Pueblo.  The Arkansas River is my "home water" as I am an avid fly-fisherman.  I 

can only look forward to construction clutter, visitor traffic jams and an influx of the most undesirable elements in our society.

722 1293 Traffic construction equipment, streamside obstructions and pollkution, disruption of local water flows and fish habitat related 
to construction and dismantling of the structures are the major concerns I have, and I believe the BLM should seriously 
consider.  They will interfere with local businesses who depend on the rivers-it-is for rafting whitewater and fishing 
adventures.

720 1284 The traffic and crowding will be atrocious…Highway 50 is only a two lane, very curvy road that on many days, especially 
during dourist season, is quite dangerous.

720 1288 …due to excessive crowds,m and dangerous traffic conditions, those environmental impacts outweigh the short economic 
benefit.

719 1277 My son and I enjoy fly fishing along the Arkansas River and appreciate the chances to enjoy the outdoors together in this 
great setting.  I have concerns regarding the potential impact of traffic and crowding along this relatively narrow stretch of the 
river and adjacent US Highway 50.  the additional stress of project workers and vehicles will have a negative impact on the 
ability of those who enjoy the river for fishing, sightseeing and rafting to have the access needed to enjoy these pursuits..

719 1938 Over the summer months, particularly on holidays, that the highway, state parks and picnic sites in the bighorn Sheep 
Canyon area are already crowded.  …

719 1278 …the traffic along us 50 will be beyond the capabilities the road has been designed for.

718 1276 The increased traffic flow along with the physical land abuse associated with the projected amount of visitors in my opinion 
far out ways any financial gain that the area may receive.  I just don't agree that this area can sustain the impact of the 
tourists.

715 1272 The estimates I have seen for timeline and crowding )albeit numbers from people with agencies one way or the other) lead 
me to believe that I won't enjoy the area much while all of this is going on.  I will find another spot and try to get my 
enjoyment there.

714 1270 I use this coridor frequently for recreation from March through November.  I use motels, restaurants, fly shops and other 
stores in Buena vista, Salida and Canon City.  I also do not believe the Arkansas Valley has sufficient infrastructure to 
accommodate the possible hordes of lookie loos who will simply drive through the area, creating congestion, air and water 
pollution and visual pollution.

704 1263 People are goin to stop their cars, definitely cause accidents, kids will fall in the river.
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704 1262 The traffic this endevor could cause on the rivers will be dangerous to all and would undoubtedly affect the environment in 

an unnatural way.

697 1257 If Bighorn canyon is choked with construction teams, designers and out of state are enthusiasts for the next several years, I 
will take my tourist dollars to Wyoming or Montana.

694 1252 The regular daily commuters that travel throuth the project area should NOT be penalized by traffic delays of ANY duration.  
The hours of operation before, during and after this project should bew restricted in such a way as to prevent ANY delays to 
regular commuters.

692 1249 County road 101 Chaffee and 49 Fremont has only one entrance and exit (Dead end road with no other roads connecting 
into it).  The access area doesn't have a turn in or out marking.  In mid summer with normal traffic it can take up to 5 min to 
get ion to or off the highway.  We have 11 full time families residence and 3 part time family residence, this is a total of 32 
full time people with driving privileges on of which is 80 and 2 70+ year olds.  Most of the other people work in the Salida 
area.

692 1937 Besides this c.r. 101 & 49 off of highway 50 is an access point for the Forest Service, BLM, Rainbow Trail Wilderness, it is 
also used heavily in the summer by bikers, ATV, horseback riders, campers and backpackers.  We are not looking at just 2 
weeks but at all the time from the start of construction to full removal.  What are you goint to do to provide all of us with safe 
access to both Salida and Canyon City?

691 1248 Persons who commute to Canon or Salida will have many  delays - what are their employers to do?  We feel business 
owners along hwy 50 will not benefit.  People will avoid us like the plague when they read about all the persons coming to 
this area.  There will be loss of revenue.

691 1247 If there is a critical accident, someone is going to die because emergency response will not be able to reach them in time.

691 1246 We feel this is too large of a project to happen on hwy 50 (a two lane hwy).  There is hardly any parking for cars to pull over 
& view this maze of cloth--people will want to walk and take pictures.  How can this be possible?

690 1241 Large amounts of onlookers could cause traffic congestion, which poses a hazard on canyon roads.

688 1234 The increase in people traffic would be very detrimental to the activities of fishing and nature-appreciating people.  I can't 
imagin that it would be beneficial to wildlife and the environment.

686 1229 ..project would bring too much traffic to the area and greatly impact my friends trying to run businesses in the area.

685 1225 …his display, the traffic, and most of all the extreme length of time this atrocity would be interfering with the natural beauty of 
the Arkansas River.
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685 1226 …fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time.

684 1223 …how this project compares on impact with decades of freight train traffic along that same corridor.

679 1218 I wanted to voice my concern over the traffic and effect on the river if this project were to happen.

676 1216 …detrimental project to the overall wellbeing of this area due to the increased traffic.  As an angler I will feel forced to AVOID 
this area until it ends.

672 1207 ..the noise, dust and debris resulting from the installation and removal of the panels and the increased traffic during the 3-
year project would negatively impact the enjoyment of the river by fishers and tourist, which is the main industry down there.

668 1203 ..as a fisherman and a rafter I am concerned about the proposed "Over the River" art installation. The river and the highway 
boardering it are already congested and the put-ins and take-outs are quite crowded during the peak rafting season.  The 
amount of trffic and disruption along the river during the years of installation, viewing, and removal will have a significant 
negative impact on the entire river valley.

668 1204 That highway is the only access to the area from the East unless you come in via 285.  Since I know I will avoid the area 
during that time I cannot help but believe that all the businesses that rely on servicient fishermen and rafters will be 
negatively impacted.

666 1202 My son and I visit this area each year for an annual fishing trip.  Already becoming crowded with heavy river and highway 
traffic, I can't imagine the impace of additional traffic as a result of such a bizarre undertaking.  If this event occurs we will 
sadly forgo our annual visit to this area and plan our time together at a less congested location elsewhere.

664 1200 Second, while the draping is actually in place, I know the fishing in the draped areas would be disrupted, plus the crowds of 
people would not only create huge traffic problems but, by pullin off the highway, could create major erosion problems along 
the river banks.

662 1197 How would it work to have massive equipment, one presumes, there?  What would be the impact on the river?  On all those 
that use these roads for other purposes?

659 1193 Don't think all the material and increased traffic just from people trying to view the art up close wont impact the river.

658 1192 …the lengthy construction and subsequent display of the "Over the River" project will cause significant conjestion in the 
Valley by visitors.  This conjestion will not only impact ingress and egress from the valley, but I suspect it will impact all the 
services of guides, rafting companies and lodging facilities that service their customers in the valley.  For the past 6 years, 
the Arkansas River Valley has proven to be of significant value to me for 3-4 days of serious fishing.  I suspect the "Value" of 
the Arkansas River trip will be diminished and I will go elsewhere from COS.
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654 1187 The amazing fishing and diversity of wildlife here would be permanently harmed by the extra traffic during this time, as well 

as by the extra rubbish and human population pressure on this ecosystem during the time of the setup, display and tear-
down.

653 1184 ..the process of installing and then removing the panels will add to traffic congestion in the narrow canyon corridor and will 
likely have an impact on both fish and wildlife in the area.

653 1185 ..how much additional congestion will be created by those  visiting to view the panels during the period.

652 1182 I am an angler and rafter.  The Arkansas River is usually crowded in almost any weather these days.

640 1173 And, I honestly don't believe that the infrastructure (highway, pull out areas, state rest rooms, etc) will handle the potential 
influx of curious people it could attract.

634 1167 Traffic will be a nightmare for some time with only a two lane road for most of the canyon.

628 1934 The increased traffic certainly will cause the death of some percentage of the sheep.

628 1932 We may only be able to guess at the cost in big horn sheep, traffic problems, or a wildfire.  We do know, however, there will 
be a price.

628 1931 The presence of a large number of additional vehicles would effectively close down Highway 50 to normal traffic flow.

628 1935 During the summer Highway 50 is very heavily used and the accidents and fatalities each year are evidence of the thin 
margins of safety that already exist.

628 1156 Access to, from and through the river gorge is limited to Highways 50 and 60.  These roads are used heavily by fishermen 
who park throughout the gorge and campers/RV's, travelers, and commercial traffic.   Should there be a fire in or along the 
gorge, the ability to move the population out and the fire crews in would be a serious issue.  Since this is a fire sensitive 
area, the addition traffic would certainly increase many times over the fire risk to the area.

627 1164 I am concerned that the amount of traffic generated by observers of the finished project, and even during the years of 
installation, may create a significant safety hazard for people utilizing the river for fishing or boating as well as the people 
simply traveling through the area on the highway for other purposes.

622 1149 The disruption and traffic caused by the proposed art project draping portions of the Arkansas River in CO would negatively 
impacy my decision to return to the area for a guided fly fishing trip.

621 1147 During the assembly, dijplay, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns.
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618 1145 The traffic will hinder my fishing experience and the pollution will no doubt do some damage to the area.

617 1142 The river is just regaining its health after years of pollution and the extra car traffic with its ensuing mess of trash and people 
to gawk at he proposed artwork would be a menace.

615 1138 My primary concern is bout the amount of traffic this event will spawn.

609 1134 I am not sure that the traffic problem can be handled with that kind of volume.  I also don't think there is a way to have 
pratical alternate routes for the locals to use as a detour from Hwy 50 to since it is the only route available without having 
major extra mileage.

609 1131 I'm extremely concerned about the influx of more tourists to the area than usually come during the spring/summer months, 
and  how that traffic can be handled sufficiently.

609 1133 …cause major delays and problems for us just taking care of our daily lives.  We still have to go about our normal routines in 
spite of a special attraction.

608 1128 The amount of congestion that would be caused by this project in an already dangerous and congested area, far outweighs 
any benefits that this project could provide.

608 1129 Traffic on the winding, two-lane stretches of Hwy 50 is significant at times.  Add to this, the traffic that could very well be 
generated by curiosity, etc. One major accident, would be one too many.

606 1127 This project will have a negative impact on my many trips to and from Salida.

599 1120 During the assembly, display, and removal of the work, I am concerned, as  a fisherman who routinely visits the river several 
times per year, about the traffic, equipment, curiosity slowdowns, etc in the canyon and the general disruption it will present 
to my use of the river.

595 1119 Traffic control and public safety are two of the primary concerns for both the artists and the public.

591 1113 Consider the possible death toll from head-on crashes or going off the side of the road into the river itself while drivers are 
distracted.

591 1112 This project is along a road with minimal passing zones and viewing sites to stop and stare.

589 1105 Will create a substantial increase in traffic which will be detrimental.

586 1095 The art project proposed on the Arkansas river is likely to cause such congestion and traffic in the area I enjoy.
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582 1091 I see one major issue to be detailed and that is the transportation plan and how it relates to emergency issues.  The traffic 

volume will be tremendous, but might be mitigated with the use of buses and the use of the railroad.  Highway traffic could 
not be any worse than driving through Colorado Springs or Denver at peak times.

581 1925 What happens if you add an estimated 600 vehicles per hour, moving at slow rates of speed to that?

581 1926 If you increase this time significantly with no opportunity to pass and others gawking at the project as they drive---talk about 
road rage & the potential for havoc & accidents.

581 1089 If there is any doubt about how heavely traveled & dangerous this road is right now.  I wonder how much more traffic it will 
carry on a normal day in 2008 & 09?

581 1923 It is more than an inconvienience in terms of miles & hours to avoid the stretch of road that will be affected by Christo's 
project.  For Many who live in the canyon there is no alternative but to depend on use of at least a protion of it.

581 1088 consider the human dilemma of those of us who live within or at the west end of the Big Horn Sheep Canyon.  Highway 50 is 
not a lightly traveled back road such as where Christo construc ted his Rifle Gap Curtain.      How can he possibly calculate 
the inevitable hidden costs to so many that will be affected--not for just two weeks but during construction & disassembly?

580 1085 the traffic problems.

578 1081 How will emergency services get through in a timely manner; the time frame places all the traffic in the canyon during fire 
season.

578 1080 I work in Salida and the normal summer traffic can be a trial getting anywhere on time, I cannot imagine getting a car down 
the canyon with the huge increase in traffic.

575 1076 The increase of traffic with such a project.

572 1071 Increased traffic

571 1070 Construction time and resultant road traffic will severely affect buisnesses in the Salida area.

567 1065 Diminish my interest in visiting the area if it increases car and foot traffic and results in stream-side disruption (noise, etc) 
due to construction activity.

566 1063 Traffic created during construction, the event and tear-down will make access Salida and the Arkansas river very difficult for 
months.

562 1058 The associated traffic congestion, the building and dismantling of the "art" panals.

Monday, September 18, 2006 Page 35 of 54Transportation Comments; Over the River Project NEPA Scoping; BLM-Royal Gorge Field Office, Canon City, Colorado



LetterNO CommentNO Comments
560 1056 If we get crowds up there that don't know or care how they drive in the mountains, what will happen.

557 1053 Truck and foot traffic to string cables and fabric can only tear up the soil---taking years for it to recover.

554 1052 Know how bad traffic in the canyon can be, now multiply that by 10 and imagine the mess.

553 1051 Traffic and congestion generated by the project, both from the  rather long construction period and from the expected and 
disired traffic during the viewing period.

552 1050 The art project would cause an increase in traffic and an inconvenience to anyone who wants to spend some peaceful time 
outdoors.

551 1048 The amount of traffic and congestion in the Arkansas River Valley, I believe would have negative consequences.

549 1047 This installation will come traffic problems and crowds.

545 1042 Highway 50 cannot support that level of traffic.  The "lookie-lou's" will cause a DOT traffic headache of phenomenal 
proportions.  This will cause an impact on the tourism industry for those people who travel Hwy 50 to get to the Western 
slope.

544 1040 Traffic along the Ark is always a challenge as it is.  From finding spots to park in, to the dangerous, winding nature of the 
road.

541 1035 I don't want to get into traffic jams.

540 1034 Highway 50 is not built to support the kinds of congestion this project will bring.

539 1033 Traffic on highway 50 will be dangerous.

535 1028 Traffic headache throughout the canyon of phenomenal proportions will be generated.  This will cause an adverse impact to 
the tourism industry, not only for the raft/kayak and fishing sports, but to those who seek to travel the already scenic 
Highway 50.

531 1025 Concerns about the impact of this project on trafic flow through the exhibit area which would most likely impact Highway 50 
from Canon City to Silida and perhaps beyond.  This area routinely chokes up during the summer months with RV and truck 
traffic.  With the anticipated traffic fro this exhibit, I expect Hwy 50 would become a parking lot.  The trafic control for a 
project of this size is fiscally unsound.

527 1020 Will the river management plan be modified to prevent the possibility of exceeding capacities or will this be treated as a 
special two-week event and be given unlimited river use capacities?  Either scenario has specific negative consequences.
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527 1015 Traffic can be irritating in the height of the summer season along this section of canyon.  It's anticipated that during the 

construction phase and the actual art display phase of this project, traffic congestion will detract from anyone's ability to 
enjoy the canyon's natural beauty and river running recreation.

521 1011 Closures and traffic congestion along US Highway 50 will cause the loss of thousands of productive hours to hundreds of 
people who commute to work and to school and to secure necessary food and medical supplies.

519 1007 Under current traffic conditions the canyon can be a dangerous and frustrating route to travel.  The construction and viewing 
period of this project will certainly make conditions worse!

512 1003 I cannot picture how you can mitigate the transportation might take.

511 870 17,856 people pouring into this narrow already congested few miles of canyon per day.

509 863 A lot of rock slides closes on the way to Canon City and I would sure worry if I happened toi be stuck under one of the most 
prevalent places.

509 864 I worry about mu son-in-law trying to get from Howard to Salida where his business is located and then home again.

508 861 There is so much traffic that must use this road, even a small accident on this road can tie up traffic.

508 862 Your work will only make traveling more hazarous.

507 860 Farmer's & Ranchers can't just drive cattle where they have to move equipment and transport hay up and down the valley.

506 999 Project such as this would create a great deal of congestion, noise pollution

503 991 Whe have numerous accidents on Highway 50 because of the curves, impatience of the drivers, animals, cell phones and 
other items.  We do not need another distraction on this highway.

503 989 Traffic would not be navigating a narrow, curvy, two lane road at 50 miles per hour, while gazing at the curtains on the river.

494 985 This is putting a lot of risks with traffic

490 981 To help with the transportation congestion visitors can park in designated areas and have bus transportation available.

479 968 Other negatives, traffic control, boater disturbance, safety issues, permanent damage to the river shoreline, etc. etc.

478 966 Traffic jams are inevitable and a burden on the public as well as emergency response teams.
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477 962 With all of the activity from start to finish of the construction, observation and removal of this traffic and by this disturbing 

"drapery" over the river.

477 964 The impossible traffic and the nightmarish complications from even one accident, emergency or forest fire.

468 949 Road maintenance, damage

468 952 Erosion of road

468 955 Closing of lanes for construction purposes.

467 945 Hope no one is critically ill or injured while it is going on because I think it will be almost impossible for an ambulance to get 
through that canyon with the expected traffic.

453 939 The tremendous traffic problem that would be created.

453 937 Would cause a large increase in the traffic on the road.

450 933 Also hurt the roads in the area by bringing in more traffic.

447 930 Sheeted river, which is bound to cause traffic and accidents.

442 921 People will stop and take pictures where they want.

442 919 Will we be sitting in traffic at a dead end stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting heart attack victims to 
the hospital?

442 918 Temporary lane closures are predicted.

442 923 accommodations for the local populace. How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping doctor's 
appointments?

437 911 Our only concerns focus on managing the traffic-both during construction and during the exhibit itself

437 914 CR 45 from Coaldale to Howard (north of the river) is a good road and could serve as a decent alternative to US 50 for local 
residents.

437 913 Ways to interrupt the touring traffic so that we can turn onto US 50 from County Rd (CR) 45 in Coaldale would be helpful.

437 912 It would help if lane closures that were needed could be confined to Monday-Thursday
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436 907 The main concern must be traffic on this highway

433 902 We all know how long and dangerous a commute it is driving in the canyon and then to add all the more vehicles that would 
be there, the end result of people having accidents would multiply by bunches.

433 903 how do you go about getting to the accidents if both the lanes are congested by traffic?

433 900 The areas along hwy 50 are hard encough to negotiate without hundreds of more cars jamming the area

432 899 The traffic congestion that this project causes will also limit the area that are now accessible for parking along the highway.

432 894 the increase in traffic, as well as the construction activity, will cause these animals undue stress.

430 891 The danger of driving in the canyon. Accidents, serious ones, are not uncommon and I feel this project would greatly 
increase the odds of that happening.

426 882 Having been in the RV business for the past 16 years, we base our success on understanding the mentality, needs, and 
traits of RV'rs. RV'rs are creatures of comfort. Once their destination is chosen, the primary concern is its accessibility. What 
will I encounter in a way of traffic, are the roads very passable, will I be able to maneuver my rig without major concern?

425 855 Because I live in Coaldale, which is right in the middle of the proposed area under consideration, most of my concerns are 
related to problems of traffic, tourism, and medical emergencies

425 858 Along the 20 miles from Coaldale to Salida there is no real passing lane like those between Parkdale and Coaldale, and 
some of the most dangerous driving in the state probably occurs here. It's a poorly designed and often narrow, frightening 
stretch of road where people pass on blind corners, cross double yellow lines.

425 859 The river coverings should not be allowed in narrow places in the canyon where there is no way out and where anyone can 
foresee trouble with traffic congestion at times of car wrecks, rockslides, high water, medical emergencies, and tourists 
trying to see the displays.

424 854 We have concern about the impact of traffic on that small, narrow road that would have to be traveled to get to a viewing 
spot.

421 849 Has there been a study on cars and trucks that use the Highway 50 going to Salida and Salida going to Canon that make 
their living driving Highway 50?

421 850 Highway 50 is not designed for this project.

419 845 I believe traffic will be a problem.
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416 839 I live in Howard in the Acres of Ireland development. During the summer months we have to wait 15 minutes to get onto 

Highway 50. With the increased traffic it could only be worse.

415 836 Traffic: Hwy 50 through the canyon is dangerous

413 825 I have no doubts that they will solve ALL the challenges of the project, including the traffic control and minimizing the effect 
on wildlife, and that they will leave the canyon and the river as good as, and probably better than they found it.

412 812 There are too few turnouts for vehicles to park in the canyon, and only two "escape" roads out of the canyon from Texas 
Creek and Cotopaxi.

412 811 Ambulence, helicopter, and fire fighting equipment cannot be brought in easily into this bottleneck.

412 808 Trying to get to work on time and run errands will turn into a daily struggle.

412 807 Highway 50 is the only direct route for us to use going east and for people living in the canyon it is the only route.

412 806 Anchor installation will take place during four seasons of 2007 and 2008, spring and fall, with temporary lane closures on an 
already overcrowded, dangerous, narrow, mostly single lane canyon road.

412 805 I am opposed to it because it causes a significant 3-year disruption of people's lives living in the area and not the claimed 2-
week disruption during viewing time.

412 821 The debris could also drift into the heavy traffic causing potentially fatal accidents.

412 809 Ambulences, other emergency vehicles, and delivery trucks will have difficulties getting through the congestion in a timely 
manner with unforeseen consequences

411 804 You don’t need much traffic to make a mess of a main thoroughfare.

410 799 Considering the drought we are in, and with an anticipated 250,000 more people in the area viewing the sheets over the 
river, the chance that careless or ignorant epople will toss a cigarette, leave a campfire or do something else to start a fire, is 
very real. WE would be trapped  with no escape route since highway 50 would be blocked with tourists.

410 798 Who is going to evacuate the residents who live in the canyon in the event of a wildfire during the Christo project?

410 801 It is those who live along the river corridor who will bare the brunt of the problems, as well as the wildlife and the river.

409 794 The traffic related safety concerns, inconvenience ot local residents, and commercial commerce along the highway, during 
the estimated three year construction time period, is large enough to seriously question the Projects justification.
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408 788 It is my understanding that Christo and Jean Clasude are planning to employ ambulences and helicopters to be ready to 

transport people who may be injured on Highway 50. I object to any art installation anywhere that could potentially cause 
such danger and harm to people that ambulences and helicopters are needed to transport victims who are injured while 
viewing art.

408 787 I am a registered nurse and currently am employed full-time as the school nurse for the Salida Schools. I live in Howard in 
Acres of Ireland. My biggest concern and objection is the inherent danger to people who are viewing it, and at the same 
time, driving Highway 50.

407 783 Hwy 50 has a record of tragic vehicle accidents. It is a heavily traveled corridor, which wokers in Chaffee County use to 
commute to jobs in Canon city and points in between.

407 782 The congestion that would result on the narrow US Hwy 50 corridor cannot be mitigated. This congestion would occur for 
weekds before and after the proposed two-week length of the event itself.

407 784 Hwy 50 is a major route to Pueblo and beyond.

404 778 WE weekly drive Hwy 50 to Salida & howard, and we don't want the sherriff and other emergency personnel to have this 
added to their load.

404 779 There is no way to get to hospitals in Fremont County and Salida, when the traffic is jammed. We witnessed this problem 
this fall when a modular house was wrecked on the stretch around Cotopaxi and it included no injuries.

396 769 To my mind the biggest issue is traffic congestion and providing emergency services including law enforcement and medical 
services.

390 752 Have you noticed that there are few landing spots for helicopters in the canyon?

390 753 And if a safe landing is managed, how do the emergency crews get to the site of the accident, which itself probably is in the 
traffic gridlock?

390 756 Consider, too, the implications of disrupting the heavy commercial traffic through the canyon, a major atery for east-west 
travel.

390 757 Forget about "mitigating" the problem by the simplistic notion of rerouting the traffic, because there isn't any alternate route 
out of the canyon.

390 758 The Bighorn Sheep Canyon road is a twisting, mostly two-lane road not designed for gawking and parking for photo ops. 
There are few real shoulders to safely accommodate even temporary parking and few formal rest stops.
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390 760 For the sake of the estimated 4500 canyon residents in particular, the safety and well-being of commuters and commerical 

travelers, and the protection of the canyon itself, opponents of this controversial, potentially destructive and rather bizarre 
project hope that congestive road failure will be prevented by the denial of formal permission for Christo's Over the River.

390 751 One accident, or careless sightseer, or one of the frequent rock or mudslides on any stretcvh of the 50-plus miles highway 
could form a disastrous bottleneck for commuting residents and tourists alike. Even worse, it would lengthen response time 
for an ambulence or fire fighters and their equipment.

390 749 Congestive road failure

390 750 More than 12,000 vehicles per weekend day are predicted for the art/stunt tentatively scheduled for 2009-2010; That's more 
than twice normal traffic load.

388 746 There are people who live in the valley who work in Salida and Canon City, has any thought been given to them as far as 
getting to and from work due to road closures?

388 742 Will the cost of goods, because of re-routing Hihgway 50 traffic, go up for the people who live in the affected area i.e. 
Cotopaxi, Howard, Salida, Buena Vista and Gunnison?

388 741 What time frame from start to finish of the total project do you propose?

388 740 Since the bulk of the commerical traffic to the upper Arkansas Valley in on Highway 50, how will the traffic be affected by the 
drilling of anchor hoels, the placing of those holes, cables, and fabric?

387 739 Because I drive back and forth from Westcliff to Salida every day, the negative impact that hundreds of additional cars on 
Hihgway 50 would have on my ability to get to and from work would be incredible.

385 738 We feel that the automotive congestion that would result could in fact be fatal if any type of accidetn occurred.

384 737 They can't ruin the canyon anymore than the railroad, highway department, or mining has done in the past.

377 730 I extremely oppose this art to impact the livelihood of the communites, the impact the recreation and income to the 
communites and the impact of the increased people on a resource

376 727 When the project is on display, and for a period of weeks or months beforehand during final assembly, the traffic would 
literally be intolerable

376 729 An increase of people, noise, traffic, giant flaps of fabric, etc will so much ruin the peace and solitude, I probably would just 
avoid the area.

376 728 Bighorn Canyon simply does not have the capacity to handle tens of thousands of visitors.
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374 723 I feel those fishermen would not visit, due to construction, traffic stops, spooke stressed fish, during this two year period, 

creating a wash in the benefit of increased collection of sales tax, due to tourism for an art project.

365 710 If there is a fire along the stretch of river or in some of the areas around the effected communities, how will fire fighting crews 
& equipment access the areas necessary to fight the fire with the anticipated level "F" traffic this project will create around 
some key intersections?

365 712 How many wildlife - vehicle collisions is the DOW/BLM willing to accept throughout the construction, display, deconstruction 
phases of this project?

362 707 If the issues concerning wildlife and emergency traffic can be satisfactorily resolved with appointed agencies, I am in favor of 
this project.

359 671 Aprroximatley 250,000 people , including existing traffic are estimate to travel Highway 50 during the 2-week period of the 
finished artwork.

359 672 This traffic will be managed under a Colorado Department of Transportation and Colorado State Highway Patrol 
Management Plan. This will inlcude signing, message boardds, provide traffic control personnel, on-site towing services, 
location of identified parking areas, brochures, alternate route information, reduced speed limits where deemed necessary, 
and additional enforcement officers and equipment deemed necessary.

359 674 An on-site traffic operation center staffed by CDOT will be established.

359 675 Post Office and Corrections will be notified of schedules and alternative routing, along with wide loads and hazardous 
materials vehicles.

359 676 bicycle and pedestrian traffic will be controlled in specific areas of Highway 50.

359 679 The FAA may be involved to identify flight ceilings and traffic patterns during the artwork period.

359 700 Traffic control, law enforcement, and emergency services plan will be professionally developed and implemented providing 
for continued, uninterupted business business transactions and day to day travel and activity for local citizens.

359 670 Anchor construction will involve 200' to 500' land closures, no more than once in every 10 miles. Flaggers and signage will 
be provided per CDOT determination.

357 666 Traffic - we live in canyon - will we be able to make a left turn to Salida on Hwy 50?

353 665 Our only concern about the project is whether they will be able to manage traffic flow and account for emergencies in the 
canyon.
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343 661 Traffic control and public safety - these are two of the main concerns of the artists and public

340 660 Hwy 50 is too crowded in the summer. Move the project to the spring or fall or reject it.

338 659 The obvious traffic decongestion would be the use of the railroad tracks. What is being done to secure this resource?

337 654 Has an average mph for traffic traveling Hwy 50 throught the canyon for the time of construction and the time of viewing of 
the Over the River Project been determined? (Our contract with the Federal Governemtn US Post Office requires an average 
speed of 50 mph as determine

337 657 Would the contracted drivers for D&E Mail who are required to use Hwy 50 as their route be compensated financially for the 
extra driving time, the loss of their second jobs in Salida and the hardship this will precipitate in their livelihood?

337 656 If so, has the Federal Government US Postal Service been notified of possible delays? (Such as change in contracted times, 
the affect on mail coming into and going out of Salida from and to Denver, Colorado Springs, Canon City, and Gunnison, 
compensation for Post Offices, arrangements for time sensitive mail, and compensation for delivery drivers?)

337 655 Is there an understanding of the time requirements for the delivery and pick up of the US mail?

336 652 If the draping material is blown away as it was in the Rifle Gap debacle, there could be real harm to motorists, but also to 
rafters, fishermen, hikers, birds, animals and nature lovers to whom the canyon really belongs.

336 649 Imagine the rear enders that would be caused by gawkers.

336 648 It will cause bumber to bumper traffic from hell.

336 650 Residents commuting along the winding two lane canyon road wouldn't be able to reach their destinations without terrible 
delays and frustrations.

334 647 How much impact on the surroundings will all the new traffic cause?

330 641 How many of us who live in the will be suffer because of the traffic?

326 632 There will be months of delays, congestion of traffic, not only for two weeks of "display" but for months & months before and 
afterward

326 633 The time, equipment, and people to set this up will congest a highway corridor which cannot handle all the problems which 
will be encountered.

326 634 The folks that have to travel this highway to make a living will suffer extremely, for months on end.
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326 637 Rt 50 is not meant to handle all this congestion of vehicles.

317 622 Purchase of at least 12 bins to be placed in rest areas in Big Horn Sheep Canyon.

314 619 I can not imagine how an additional 250,000 people could possible converge into the canyon and allow ofr any movement of 
traffic.

312 616 Road closures for anchor positioning will impact existing pluc any summer tourist traffic between onset and completion of 
construction

312 605 What about all of the fly fishermen? There are very few places for them to pull out of traffic

312 615 With a projected 11,000 veh/hr, at Royal Gorge alone, major engineering and traffic control studies have not offered any 
concrete solutions at to how the negative impacts of such traffic flows can accommodate existing traffic

312 612 During construction, will there be road/lande closures?

308 598 All wire across the canyon should be marked before the cloth is in place

307 597 How will tow trucks get in when cars break down?

306 590 many concerns, traffic, pull out lanes, places for drivers to get out and view the fences. The length of the fences seem 
excessive

298 580 My husband and I drive this canyon four times daily deilvering and pickying up the US mail from five post offices, three that 
are in the canyon. With the timing crucial to our contracted route, I cannont imagine the difficulties that will arise with traffic 
stopping and pedstrians walking along the road that was not built for such an exhibit.

298 578 Highway 50 is an access road for people to drive to and from their homes, work and activities.

295 576 If cars are not allowed to stop except in the recreation area spots - they will be trying to look while driving - accidents waiting 
to happen!

295 569 Traffic jams - The traffic will creep at times I and several friends need regular dependable access to specialists in Pueblo. 
What other way is there to get there without going hours or miles another direction?

295 570 How will trucks that supply Salida make their schedule

295 571 Road rage - people already pass on double yellow lines - it is dangerous now!
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294 566 It seems there is an issue with rafting buses & school buses & that will decide the timeline.

294 562 I would hope that some of the traffic concerns could be helped with possible park & ride sites for buses instead of having so 
many individual cars in the canon.

288 547 Traffic, both foot and auto will impact the area

283 531 As a person who has to travel back & forth to Salida daily, I am appalled that the BLM would even think to allow such 
congestion in an already congested area

275 522 Maps poorly done. Do not show any private drives or county dead end roads; doesn't show all the passing areas; es: at 
Coaldale entrance to canyon - too narrow to pass

274 521 Concerned that moving hay machinery and cattle will be impacted by increased traffic

273 516 Emergency response to traffic accidents and fires are only able to use US 50 as thru-way

273 517 With 3 yrs of construction/dismatling of his project

273 518 Additional sites along flag route need to be institued w/ helicopters to transport accident victims and use of helicopters are 
needed to respond to fire threats, every minute of construction, display, and removal

272 514 My main concern is traffic and wildlfe stress

269 508 CDOT and State Patrol have no answers as to traffic, emergency vehicles, etc.. We need to know how they are going to 
handle things now, not after permits are granted.

267 503 Would prefer it take place after Aug 15. Our traditional traffic flow slows considerabley after that date

267 504 I run a rafting company based in Parkdale and our logistics are dependant on being able to turn around vehicles,equipment 
and guides from a morning half day trip to do an afternoon half day trip during our peak season (from memorial day to 
Aguust 15. August 15th is concentrated  because that's when the voluntary flow program typically ends.

264 496 I have a difficult time getting out of my driveway safely as it is

264 497 It will make driving more hazardous for the next three years

263 495

263 491 How will people leaving their driveway be handles?
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263 490 Control of traffic; what speed; many driveways

263 493 Helicopters are useless most of the time

257 485 More people to work and more eauipment to serve won't solve the problem of access

257 484 Narrow roads, limited access, limited mechanicla equipment, limited human resources just to name a few.

252 479 Emergency is a no brainer but a heavy storm in a canyon with no way out is inviting disaster.

249 472 The manpower to control traffic does not seem to be available.  I can't even get a police officer to respond to an incident on 
Deer Mt after 9pm

249 475 Hwy 50 is the only east/west route from Colo. Springs to Walsenburg.

249 471 I understand talk of Helos in an out of any location - ask a pilot if he wants to fly with some of the wind conditions in the river 
area.

249 470 A long area to be covered by emregency services - narrow roads - with the impact of expected traffic the congestion is even 
worse for emergency services to get into and out of any location

249 469 I have been involved with accidents on Hwy 50 with TT-Units. Very little detour routes, the one route around - Texas Creek - 
Deer Mt is only 18 feet at the most, sharp curves where the whole TT-unit would use the whole road causing accidents. We 
have too many accidents on this road already.

249 468 After spending 27 years on the Hihgway patol and programming emergency routes, I have a problem with an are such as 
Hiway 50 with accidents.

249 477 With the amount of vehicles coming into a very small confined area at one time, an accident is bound to happen

249 476 Do you know what the TT units are carrying on Hwy 50 - Types of Hazmat materials - potential danger loads

248 466 I am a Coaldale resident and ride my bike from Fox Creek to the Coaldale Post Office daily. Worried about traffic.

243 458 There will be enough people to close the highway

243 457 With people looking at the curtains on the river, there will be wrecks, possibly fatal.

243 454 The bumper to bumper traffic will prevent my oxygen from being delivered and my being able to take care of my regular 
duties
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243 453 Hiway 50 is our only means of escape. This 50 mile road does not have many exits

242 443 What are the traffic plans?

232 437 Current traffic is enough to try to get from Cotopaxi to Canon or Salida

229 436 No thoroughfare or streets to handle the extra traffic

222 432 What cost to Fremont & Chaffee counties for traffic control, emergency vehicles, and general vandalism that undoubedly will 
result from the increased traffic squeezing it's way through an already heavy volume of vehicles within the canyon?

222 433 Where do the gawkers park?

221 428 The often twisting narrow canyon road already is overloaded.

221 427 horrendous impact of the anticipated sightseer traffic on US 50

220 422 Bumper to bumper traffic jams of thousands of gawkers for miles along the winding, two-lane canyon road would be 
dangerous…and would pollute the environment

218 420 it will do nohting but cause trouble to those whom have to use the highway for work, etc.

213 415 What other route is there from Canon City to Salida without putting on several additional miles to your travels?

213 412 Where will they park?

213 411 Where will people that are in the lines of cars go to the bathroom when needed?

213 410 This will be like Denver rush hour, for two weeks solid, with no exits.

208 406 Construction traffic will be the first problem

202 402 added human traffic

198 399 trying to drive thru the area from Salida to Canon will be greatly affected by the traffic of people coming to see the mess

187 397 I live in Howard and there is already enough traffic on Hwy 50
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183 395 I have personally witnessed on several occasions smoething as simple as a fener-bener completely stopping traffic in both 

directions (with no alternatives) for several hours

183 394 The Arkansas where Christo wants to hang his wondrous curtains; that is the road is winding, narrow, heavily trafficked, and 
hemmed in by mountain walls and the river bank. Especially on weekends, road conditions are congested and potentially 
dangerous

178 389 Project will endanger travelers along the river

174 382 all the traffic will tear up the Copper Gulch road

156 359 I expect there will be FEWER traffic accidents during the Project with the increased presence of law enforcement and slower 
speeds of traffic

156 358 Reducing speed through the canyon will have a positive impact on everyone who uses Highway 50.

156 357 Traffic control is an obvious concern to those of us who live in the Arkansas River Valley. I believe the plans developed by 
CDOT to insure adequate traffic control personnel, alternative routes, parking areas, on-site towing services will alleviate 
much of the pressure on the canyon imposed by the large influx of vehicles.

155 349 Would it be possible to severely restrict vehicular traffic through the valley for that two week period and substitute ans 
extensive bus service from Canon City to Salida with stops at appropriate intermediate points?

155 346 Won't the highway through the valley become a total grid-lock for two weeks?

155 350 What about making the necessary arrangements to transform the railroad into a commuter line for that brief period?

151 338 I am satisfied that a realistic and effective emergency medical evacuation plan will be developed; the safety and security of 
the public, making certain that our polic and fire protection have the manpower and equipment necessary to facilitate the 
safety of the public during the exhibition

151 337 I am perfectly willing to endure the added traffic for two weeks

150 332 Increased traffic is a good thing. Our community would suffer significantly without it.

150 331 Increased traffic can be controlled and will be;

149 327 Transportation is the second most important issue after emergency services. Those involved in traffic control certainly have 
handled events like this one before
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148 326 All transportation issues have been studied.

136 313 I worry about traffic & safety along the highway

135 312 I have an emergency helicopter landing sight available at Brown's Landing at Parkdale

132 311 This project will slow traffic down

125 299 The railway could be used to bring people to the artwork to assist traffic

125 297 The traffic wouldn't be dramtically increased

122 292 Temporary markings for 2 weeks; centerlanes specifically marked for emergency use only; hihg fine for non-emergency use; 
Short times AM & PM except for residents for travel to work

121 291 It might be better idea to do this near Canon City or Pueblo (from the Dam to east of I-25 as there would be more parking, 
traffic control and paths to view it from

119 290 The traffic problems could be mitigated by use of scenic backroads to help keep traffic off the highway

111 284 Traffic flow could possibly be restricted for a short time AM & PM to facilitate the residents of the canyon ingress & 
egress…It's not that long

110 279 I am concerned about increased traffic volumes on highway 50 between Canon City and Salida;

110 280 Will traffic be control be maintained (ie keeping speed of traffic at present levels or will visitors be permitted to slow down or 
stop on the hihgway)?

110 281 How does CDOT plan to respond to emergencies in the vicinity of the project?

110 282 Will traffic impede access to emergency vehicles?

110 283 Are there provisions to utilize Right for Life?

100 273 I have some major concerns about the traffic. I am available for information if you want it

98 271 An opportunity to utilize the utilize the Union Pacific tracks for public transportation
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97 268 I have concerns about 2 sections of the project. One is the Tunnel Area and the other is the 3 - Rocks Area. The first is of 

real concern because of the narrow Hwy and the the blind curves. I think you will have a real traffic problem. Having 
patrolled the road for many years, I know if you have a bad truck reck in this area you could tie up traffic for days, not hours

92 265 Will positively affect all area airports & cities

89 263 I would like to get access to the traffic maps

80 255 Additional areas for vehicle pullout should be more available

69 248 people from Chaffee & Fremont counties that have to travel Hwy 50 daily for work, this crap will endanger their lives

64 241 It will also probably be the safest 2 weeks ever to drive the canyon. With added police, fire, and ambulance and increased 
cell coverage, people might actually drive the speed limit and adhere to lane restrictions

63 237 There are concerns with regard to the environment and traffic

60 191 Dispruption of the lives of local residents in the Highway 50 corridor for up tp 3 years, consisting of lane closures to facilitate 
construction and demolition of the project.

60 215 How will the variable message boards be enforced?

60 227 Please refer to the costs to the local populace just from the disruption to the locals from the traffic.

60 214 How will they get towing service through the traffic to either pick up the diabled car or tow it away?

60 203 Instead of giving times for how long drivers will be dealyed during construction, they give the number of feet involoved. Who 
cares what the distance is? We will be sitting in traffic at a dead stop instead of getting to our jobs on time and transporting 
heart attack victims to the hospital

60 200 Road rage is another likely outcome as local residents are trying to get to and from their places of employment

60 193 This construction activity alone will cripple the trucking industry as there is no viable detour available

60 192 Delays without notice for up to 45 minutes for the length of the day for up to 3 years

57 179 There must be  plan for traffic control that will keep traffic moving in a reasonable manner and minimize the likelihood of 
accidents

52 164 There would be enormous increases in traffic
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52 166 traffic hazards, mitigation issues, construction closures, slowdowns, safety issues

51 163 the following things will be impacted negatively; wildlife, highway congestion, and response time for emergency vehicles

49 160 the potential traffic distasters on that winding, two-lane highway, the access (or lack thereof) for ambulences.

49 159 Why risk messing up the river for a potential 2 week spike in traffic?

45 143 I cannot imagine how an additional 250,000 people could possibly converge into the canyon and allow for any movement of 
traffic.

45 142 Because I drive back and forth from Westcliffe to Salida every day, the negative impact that hundreds of additional cars on 
Highway 50 would have on my ability to get to and from work would be incredible.

44 139 What other route is there from Canon City to Salida without putting several additional miles to your travels?

44 135 This will be like Denver at rush hour for 2 weeks with no exits

44 133 There will be hardship on any person that travels that stretch of highway frequently for medical or employment reasons

39 127 How will commercial traffic be affected?

37 112 It will cause a bumper to bumper traffic jam from hell

35 111 Hihgway 50 is a major route for transportation to and from Salida and the traffic is heavy anyway during the summer months 
without having the added distraction

34 109 traveling the highway could result in massive traffic jams and numerous accidents

32 105 How will commercial traffic be affected?

29 94 Traffic, masses of tourists, and the lines, poles, whatever supporting this cloth over the river….interfering with a quick and 
efficient rescue

28 91 Could an ambulence get through? Prepositioning emergency vehicles removes them from their normal base and still does 
not guarantee a speedy trip to Salida or Canon City

28 90 We would be trapped by the traffic on the highway (if a wlidfire occurs)

28 88 For the construction of the project, how may delays will there be?
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27 84 A lot of idiots "dirve" and create problems and wrecks. If you add more and have few pull offs and one lane traffic, you are 

just asking for trouble

25 80 The narrow canyon will become too congested

21 75 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

21 72 Same letter as 20, 22; Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

20 66 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

20 69 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

18 62 business travel to the area will come to a stop

18 61 traffic congestion would be a determent for months to come, flow will cause a strain on all law enforcement personnel

17 59 highway 50 which provides very little parking for sightseers. The added traffic will more than likely be a detriment to the 
environment as well as a source of multiple accidents

16 54 The wildlife issues alone should eliminate any consideration of this project (not to mention safety, traffic, etc..

15 50 the safety of US 50 Highway through the canyon if road is overload with people & car

14 47 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

14 44 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

13 41 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

13 38 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication

10 33 Crowd - traffic control - emergency vehicle & personnel access on a two lane highway with no pedestrian nor bicycle 
lanes/access, only one way in & out

10 30 Public safety - limited parking, law enforcement, communication
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9 29 the expected traffic congestion and safety issues

8 25 OTR would create a congested and dangerous traffic situation

2 12 ..negatives associated .. with traffic control ..road is winding, narrow, heavily trafficked, and hemmed in by mountain walls 
and the river bank. Especially on weekends, road conditions are congested and potentially dangerous; accident potential 
would rise exponentially if traffic flow is disrupted
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Over the River Project
NEPA Public Scoping - 2006

Terrestrial - BigHorn Sheep, Mule Deer, Aquatic- Caddis Hatch, Fisheries, Avian - Bald Eagle, Migratory Birds, Riparian Birds, etc.
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1351 2547 This will also be detrimental to all the animals that use the Arkansas, especially the Big Horn sheep.

1349 2545 The fish will suffer, those who use the river for pleasure will be curtailed.  Seven miles of fabric wasted.  Isn't that enough 
damage to the environment itself?

1346 2548 ..do not disrupt traffic and harm wildlife just so these two artist can hang their shower curtains for two weeks.

1345 2552 and for some of the wildlife it could mean death.

1344 2539 Draping the river will of course totally disrupt all of the wildlife in the area.

1337 2535 Serious consideration must be given to the impact on wildlife and the environment along the river.

1323 2523 ..the possible tourist attraction to the general area but look at the cost and affect of the project to the entire river eco-system.

1317 2516 I also worry about birds inadvertently flying into the fabric and getting tangled.

1317 2561 Another concern is animals becoming entrapped by the cables when they are going to the river to drink.

1304 2502 It promise deleterious effects on plant, fish and animal life.

1289 2579 This area has one of the largest Big Horn Sheep herds in the state.

1289 2578 Huge negative impacts to animals and birds (including documented Eagles in the area) trying to get to their main water 
source only to find it covered for 7 miles!

1289 2580 Even the fish will be negatively impacted because the flies that breed by the river will be impacted by tarps covering the sun.
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1282 2480 …my major concern is about the wildlife in the area that feed/gather at the river.  The construction to create such a project is 
the 1st part of the disruption to their habitat; 2nd the added trafic; 3rd the dismantling of such…the animals will NOT 
understand this "artistic conception".

1278 2474 The panels will interfere with bird and bat use of the river.  As a biologist who monitors bird and bat use of riparian 
ecosystems, I see no reason to do this project.

1270 2468 …such as traffic on Highway 50 during the two weeks of the project, and the protection of the wildlife and the environment in 
the canyon.

1257 2455 …all the time it will take to get this material up and flapping in the wind.   During this time the area will be torn up taking away 
its natural beauty and frightening all the wild life in the area away thus changing it from a place of beauty and serenity to a 
place of manmade denigration.

1250 2444 Not to mention the increased trafic along its length thus increasing the risk of accidents.  The cover over the river would 
likely chase the fish away making this stretch useless for fishing

1246 2439 Other benefits will be research about wildlife that they are funding,

1237 2429 …disruption of wildlife, damage to the environment, impairment of emergency services, traffic overload, the infringement on 
our western heritage and this beautiful country, financial gain to the community, the uninhibited expansion of art forms, the 
cost in ralation to the real human needs of the world.

1234 2600 There has been evidence that stress levels in bighorn sheep greatly increase when they see humans.

1234 2603 Because of the increased trend in wildlife viewing, it would be in our best interest not to harm these animals or their habitat.

1234 2602 The same is true of birds that use the river for hunting fish.  Not only would the human presence deter them from hunting, 
the panels would obstruct the birds from catching the fish.

1234 2601 The proposed area is known for its bighorn sheep and bird species (particularly birds of prey).    With a human presence of 
around 18,000 people per day, the fitness of these animals will be greatly reduced, possibly causing death.

1234 2599 As someone who greatly enjoys the outdoors, the thought of the ecosystem and local wildlife being so affected by such a 
project is terrible.

1234 2421 Bird watching and wildlife viewing are the fastest growing outdoor recreational activities in the United States.
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1226 2607 Soon we may be asking our local animal population, rattle snakes, geese, mule deer, fish, insects, ducks, birds, mountain 
lions, ground squirrels, cacomistles and a hundred others, to learn over night, how to make colored fabric and steel cables a 
comfortable part of their lifestyle.

1226 2606 If wildlife were sitting in a classroom, they would be looking out the window as humans gave them key instructions on how to 
behave.  We regularly ask animals to improve their manners in order to fit our needs.

1226 2411 …that Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep seek out the high, rocky places to better enjoy the view.  When the circus comes to 
town, jeanne-Claude's and Christo's river project, these animals will have front row seats.  The construction sounds and 
sights will remind them of the old days in the canyon, when the massive coal trains shook the earth and put enough heat into 
the air to cook the rocks yet again.

 The butterfly is attracted to the yellow hard hats of the workers.
The bighorns watch other workers attaching anchors to rocks, playing catch with heavy cables and fighting the wind to 
stretch and attach colored fabric.

1224 2408 Animals will not come down to water with 7 miles of fabric flapping in the wind.

1222 2402 …the concerns regarding wild life and environmental protection, traffic control, law enforcement, emergency provisions, 
property owners and the handling of communications.

1209 2385 …the in depth EIS analysis that will occur in the next year will only enhance and enable a better understanding of the 
dynamics of the canyon.  We will have more information on the bighorn sheep habitat and lifestyle so that these wonderful 
animals will continue to thrive in our canyon.

1144 2274 all of the Bald Eagles between Salida and Cotopaxi, and many of the other animals, will likely not return to their currect 
habitat in the Arkansas River Valley.
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1140 2266 Collisions:  The support cables for the fabric panels pose a collision hazard for birds crossing or following the river course.  
Grids of cables at 35-40 foot intervals traversing the river throughout the summer greatly increase the likelihood of 
collisions.  Raptors, particularly ospreys, bald eagles and peregrine falcons that frequent the Arkansas river may strike the 
cables.  Other avians, including waterfowl, gulls, herons and pelicans are especially vulnerable as they commute up and 
down the river.  Increasing the cables' visiblity can negate the hazard.  Foam pipe insulation tubing (generally available at 
plumbing supply outlets) must be placed on any exposed cable and guys throughout the period they are in place.  The 2" to 
3" diameter of the foam tubing will increase the visibility of the cables as well as afford limited cushioning in the case of 
collisions.  Placement of other devices such as streamers or large balls are not recommended since the birds may not 
reason that a hazard exists.  The foam tubes are generally four feet in length and split longitudinally to permit them to be 
placed over pipes.  The tubing should be painted fluorescent orange or white and can be slipped and slid down over the 
cables as they places after they are tensioned.  The split down the length of the tubes will permit easy removal and 
replacement.  Later, as the fabric panels are attached and slid along the cables, the insulation can be removed from the 
other end.  Immediately after the fabric panels are removed, the foam tubes must be replaced on the exposed cables until 
they are dismantled.  The period of exposure to collisions can be reduced by erecting the cables as late in the project as 
possible, then removing them immediately after the display.

1140 2261 Spring Construction:  Results of a 1998-99 Bighorn Sheep study and a previous study in 1994 (Reed et al. 1994) both 
concur that the bighorn sheep population in Bighorn Sheep Canyon are closely tied to the river corridor throughout the year.  
There does not appear to be a seasonal migration away from the river.  Thus, any activity at any time of the year could have 
detrimental impacts on the health of the herd.  However, some seasons of the year may be more important than others.

1140 2262 Review of the distrtibution and actiavity data collected in 1998-99, indicates that spring could be the most important period of 
the year for sheep in the Canyon.  This is a time when parturition occurs, a time when ewes are in porrest condition due to 
increased lactation costs, and a time when abundant water and high quality forage are most needed by all age groups to 
recover from winter nutritional stress.  Since water and the most nutritious sping forage are primarily available along the river 
corridor, any novel human activity that could deter or prevent sheep from accessing these resources should be restricted.  
This should be a particular concern for those involved with the OTR project and the proposed placement of anchors and 
cable installation and deconstruction.  Measurement of the 24-hour activity patterns of sheep during 1998-99, also indicate 
that sheep bed and use water and forage at predictable times of the day.  The two major peaks in feeding/water 
consumption coincide with sunrise and sunset.  Sheep feed primarily at dawn and dusk throughout the year and remain 
bedded throughout the night.  For the OTR project, this suggests that daily construction activities should not begin until mid-
morning and should end in mid-afternoon.  Any construction should begin at one end of the canyon and progress to the 
other rather than starting at both ends and working towards the middle.  While it's unknown how construction will actually 
impact sheep movements and distribution, this construction strategy would offer the best opportunity for sheep to use water 
anf forage along the river corridor during the construction phase of the project.  It could also, gradually displace sheep to 
areas outside the planned use area but allow them to continue to use other areas along the river corridor.
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1140 2263 Human Disturbance:  Anecdotal observations of sheep during heavy human use periods indicate that this population has 
habituated to a variety of human activities in the canyon such as vehicular traffic on the highway and rafting traffic on the 
river.  Observations and measurements of heart rate in 1998-99 support these conclusions as well.  These activities have 
accommodated human uses in the canyon. The physical buffer afforded by river and the availability of escape terrain 
available on the north side of the river provide a "sense of security" for bighorn sheep in the canyon.  Abnormal activities in 
the canyon that don't allow sheep to gradually adjust and any invasion of this security zone could be detrimental to the 
health of sheep and should be controlled or avoided.  Heart rate observations support this conclusion as well.  For the OTR 
project, this would mean minimizing all human activities on the north side of the river during construction, the project display 
period and deconstruction.  Obviously, construction activities can only be minimized, however human activities during the 
display period on the north side of the river could and should be entirely controlled and regulated.

1140 2265 Avian:  Nesting Raptors:  The raptor nests identified in the region of the project corridor are sufficient distance from the 
project that construction or the increased visitation to the river will not disturb them.  The golden eagles and prairie falcon 
probably do not forage in the river bottom and should not be affected.  Great horned owls frequent the river bottom and 
undoubtedly nest in the vicinity.  Since they are mostly active at night, they should not be impacted greatly by the project.  
Their day roosts in large cottonwoods along the river may be disturbed by construction, but it is anticipated that they will 
seek alternate roosts during the disturbance.

1140 2267 Fabric Panels:  It is unknown how riparian dwelling wildlife will react to the rippling artificial ceiling.  Those birds that are 
frightened by the movement and flapping of the fabric immediately overhead are likely to abandon their eggs or young.  
Other birds that forage along or in the river probably will relocate to open stretches away from the panels.  If the panels are 
erected in early August, the impact will be reduced since many nesting birds have fledged their your by that time.

1140 2288 No direct aquatic or fishery concerns were expressed such as shading impacts on productivity.  Possibility of increased 
sedimentation from spoils during anchor drilling could be of concern.  This could be significant with the deeper holes and the 
number of anchors being used for the project.  Spoils resulting from drilling should be contained so they can't be released 
into the river.  One means would be to store off site then brought in later to refill anchor holes.  Erosion and sedimentation 
from heavy human use is also of concern.  Vulnerable areas will need to be identified and preferably avoided.

1140 2292 Opening along the edge of the curtain may provide the opportunity for wildlife to access the river, experience with bighorn 
sheep indicates that many if not all, animals will not be willing to go under the curtain.  The presence of the curtain will 
preclude many, if not all, animals going to the river for water or foraging along the riverbank from the level of the curtain 
down to the waterline.  This impact will be critical for the two areas of the canyon where alternate water sources are not 
available, the Parkdale to Pinnacle Rock and cotopaxi to Coaldale segments, where fabric panels are proposed.  Openings 
of a minimum of one quarter mile in length will be necessary with a maximum of one half mile of curtain between openings to 
allow wildlife access to water.  Optimal locations for these openings can be provided based on historic sheep observations in 
the canyon.
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1140 2293 Timing of installation and removal of all components of the project will be important.  Because there is little human activity on 
the north side of the river, wildlife in general and bighorn sheep in particular, will be significantly impacted by construction 
and removal activities on the north side.  If the project is permitted to proceed, no work should occur during the annual 
breeding season for bighorn sheep, Oct 15 through Jan 15, the lambing season, April 15 through June 30 should also be 
avoided in identified lambing areas,  Additionally, bighorn sheep hunting seasons should also be avoided.

1140 2294 While this does not happen every year, viewing of the project during the last two weeks of July would increase the probability 
that sheep micht be away from the river itself and thus reduce impacts of those populations.

1140 2295 The project discription indicates a large number of workers and equipment will be needed during construction and removal 
of the project.  Activities on the north side of the river will create the most impacts on wildlife and need to be minimized as 
much as possible and timed to not occur during critical time periods and in critical habitat areas.  Construction and removal 
activities need to occur outside of sheep lambing dates indicated above in identified lambing areas.  No activities should 
occur on the north side during the hunting season and breeding season dates in the segments between Parkdale and 
Pinnacle Rock, between Cotopaxi and Coaldale and abetween Swissvale and Salida.  During viewing, we strongly 
recommend that no activity associated with the project occur on the north side of the river.  The north side should be closed 
to all viewing activities and project monitors should only be stationed at existing bridges or access points to intercept 
members of the viewing public and redirect them to the appropriate sites o the south side of the river.

1140 2296 Other than minimal number of work vehicles using the railroad track for access to anchor and cable work sites, we 
recommend no additional railroad traffic be created by the proposed project.  Bighorn sheep are most disturbed and thus 
stressed by activities they are not accustomed to.  When trains utilized the tracks several time each day, the sheep were 
habituated to this activity and it created little stress in the sheep.  Now that train traffic has been negligible for the last few 
years, they respond much more negatively to train traffic.  Additionally, project viewing trains would likely stop for viewing of 
the curtain which would create even more of an impact on sheep in the immediate area.

1140 2298 Movement through and across the project area is known to occur for mule deer and bighorn sheep and expected to occur for 
black bears and mountain lions.  Radio collar data for mule deer shows movement across the river/highway corridor as well 
as up and down river for distance approaching 35 miles.  The river and railroad corridor provide a movement corridor along 
the river for bighorn sheep within the home ranges for each individual herd.  Additionally, ewe movement across the 
river/highway corridor have been documented in past years.  Rams routinely move back and forth across the river/highway 
prior to and following the breeding season.

1140 2299 Mule deer rely on the riparian/river zone for watering as well as foraging.
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1140 2300 The bighorn sheep populations in the project area are divided into five separate herds, each exhibiting strong fidelity to 
separate distinct home ranges.  Minimal immigration occurs with the exception of rams, which regularly move across herd 
boundaries during the breeding season.  Occasional movements across these boundaries have occurred in the past after 
release of transplanted ewes and lambs into new areas, however, once they have settled into an area, even transplanted 
ewes have shown little inclination to move.

1140 2290 Impacts associated with the proposed project will be to both the wildlife populations that inhabit the canyon and to the 
habitats that support thoses populations.  Since work crew access to the north side of the river will necessarily extend to 
bridges upstream and downstream of actual work sites, construction and removal of the jproject features will impact almost 
the entire canyon.  Likewise, impacts from public viewing of the projects will also extend fro the entire length of the canyon.  
Once in the canyon, viewing traffic will have to continue to either end of the canyon before it can disperse on alternate 
highways.  If the project is permitted to proceed, the objective of these recommendations is to reduce wildlife impacts as 
much as possible.

1140 2264 Monitoring:  The ultimate impact of the OTR project on the bighorn sheep populations in bighorn Canyon is unknown.  The 
above comments are based on the best information available on this specific population, research conducted on bighorn 
sheep exposed to other types of environmental stressors and professional judgements on how to best mitigate this 
disturbance for the long-term benefit of the bighorn sheep in the canyon.  Unless monitoring is build into this project, we may 
never know the impacts of the OTR on this bighorn sheep population and would lose the opportunity to use what is learned 
from this project to make inference to other disturbances on other wildlife species in the future.  It is recommended that a 
monitoring plan be designed conducted by CDOW and other involved agencies to evaluate the impacts of the OTR project 
on bighorn sheep in the canyon.

1136 1913 Wildlife not able to find food and water, endangering their habitats and interrupting their lives, possible causing them to 
leave the area entirely.  Possible effects from sunlight geing blocked from river on plants and fish.

1129 2258 The cables suspended over the water for a time before the fabric panels are attached pose an obvious threat to any bird, bat 
or butterfly who flies through the area, nesting or otherwise.  Some hunt and fish on the River, otheres use the waterway as 
a travel lane.  It is imperative we consider the needs of any birds and animals who call the River home when scheduling 
these invasive activities.

1129 1900 We need to look deeper at the ramifications to wildlife and plants who occupy this area as they could be very badly affected.

1129 2256 The necessary drilling, blasting, human presence, etc required to ready the canyon for the display could negate an entire 
season of nesting, brooding and fledging for birds who rely on proximity to water for breeding success as well as the cycle of 
life for plants underfoot.

1129 2257 This work could go on for more than one set of seasons, I understand, causing even more damage.  The equipment will be 
removed like it never happened, but evidence of stresses on nature would remain for a long time.
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1127 1899 Ovis Canadensis (Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep)  Herds of this native ungulate are located on both the south and north 
sides of the proposed project area.  Recent studies by the Colorado Division of Wildlife have indicated declining numbers 
especially in lamb survival.  As noted above lambing season for this species is a very sensitive time and construction activity 
can stress these mannals resulting in breeding reductions as well as impacts to the health of animals.      That same book 
also notes that Redtail Hawks are probable nesters in the proposed project area with a time frame of nesting for this species 
from March 20 to July 19.  As noted above, it is important that the two-week time frame that this proposed project is open for 
viewing not begin before the first of August in order to reduce impacts on nesting.  As with other birds discussed here, 
construction of anchors and caisons during spring risks disrupting nesting of Redtail Hawks and American Kestrals so it is 
recommended that this activity be conducted primarily in fall or January-March.  All raptors are at risk for injury or deathy 
from collisions with the bare cable before the fabric panels are hung.  Recommendations made above regarding collision 
risks are application for these species.  Cinclus mexicanus (American Dipper) One of the bird species that would be at risk is 
the American Dipper, a bird that spends its entire life along fast moving streams and rivers.  The Colorado Division of 
Wildlife designates American Dippers as a Species of Special Concern.  These dippers are present year-round along the 
Arkansas river between Canon City and Salida with a varying number of birds present each year present in the locations 
where the fabric has been proposed.  According to the Birds of North America, American Dippers will flee humans at 
distances of 15-50 meters.  Fleeing behavior disrupts feeding, courtship, nest building, egg laying, brooding/incubation, and 
feeding young.  It also notes that human interference is one of the four reasons for nest loss in this species.  The Colorado 
Breeding Bird Atlas (1998) notes that American Dippers have been recorded as starting nest building as early as February 
21, while their breeding activities continue up to mid August (for fledging of young).  American Dippers build their nests 
either on rocks, cliffs or stream banks adjacent to, or under bridges over the river.  The construction activities involved in 
placing anchors, done with heavy duty equipment, during the spring season can negatively impact nest building and nesting 
activities of these birds at the various locations where the anchors are placed for two consecutive years.  The stretching of 
the cables across the river between these anchors would add additional disruption to the nesting activities of these birds in 
the year that the prouject is due to open.  Then the attachment of the fabric scheduled to take place right before the opening 
would add further possible nesting disruption.  And finally the two week period when an estimated 200 thousand people 
would be in this area to view the project would likely add considerable disruption to the feeding of nestlings or recently 
fledged young, who are dependent of their parents for feeding.  The parent birds must seek out and catch aquatic 
invertebrates to feed the nestlings and fledglings, a process that occurs for 2-14 days after the birds the nest (Kingery, 
1996).  The negativer impacts of the astoundingly increased numbers of humans in this area included disrupting the parents 
catching food for and feeding their young as well as disrupting the fledglings in their less competent attempts to catch prey.  
Not only would the tens of thousands of humans along the banks of the river be feeding disruption but so would the 
increased number of people engaged in raft and kayak trips down the river (though this corridor is often raft-to-raft from 
much of the day already, there is considerably less traffic in the early morning and late afternoon, times that will likely take 
the increase in raft and kayak business during the two-week period this proposed project would be open)  Another potential 
problem for American Dippers is increased risk of collision with the cables that will be less visible for periods of up to two 
years prior to attachment of the fabric to the cables.  Though much of the concern for cable and power line strikes has been 
on raptors, other large birds, shorebirds and waterfowl, there are documented instances where smaller birds are killed after 
striking cables or power lines including even Ptarmigan (Bevager & Broseth, 2004).  Collision could be a significant issue 
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with this species because dippers engage in frequent high speed and frenzied flight chases, including aerial acrobatics 
during courtship displays that may involve flying high above the stream.  Further study of this possible problem is warranted, 
especially regarding the visibility of the specific cables in this proposed project.  Sayornis nigricanus (Black Phoebe) A 
second bird species at risk from this proposed project is the Black Phoebe that is another bird found in association with 
water.  These birds have been found along the Arkansas River from Canon City to Salida since 1995 with increasing 
numbers as well as confirmed breeding in this area (author's personal observation).  The first Black Phoebe seen in the 
project area was at Vallie Bridge.  Since then pairs have nested near the Wellsville area for the past three years.  A pair was 
also sighted last summer near the Texas Creek bridge (aughors' personal observation).  Though breeding could not be 
confirmed at that location, the majority of the Arkansas River is not publicly accessible from land so it is difficult to locate 
birds and or nests in the project area.  Humans interference is documented as a significant casue of egg loss for this 
species (Wolf, 1997).  Therefore it is recommended that a thorough survey be conducted to locate nesting locations for this 
species in all parts of the Arkansas River where panels may be placed as well as locations that may be designated as 
observation sites or where visitors may congregate.  Since Black Phoebes demonstrate nest site fidelity nest site locations 
need protection including prohibiting panels, project observation or visitor congregation sites within 300 feet of nest sites.  
Sayornis saya (Say's Phoebe)  A second phoebe, the Say's Phoebe, has also been documented breeding in the proposed 
project area though not above or adjacent to the river as with the two species above.  Though there is evidence of nest site 
fidelity in limited studies, more information is needed for this species (Schukman & Wolf, 1998).  It is recommended that a 
survey be conducted in the projected project area to locate nest sites so that protection can be afforded to them.  
Aeronautes saxatalis (White-throated Swift) This species is well known for their breathtaking flight behavior including high-
speed dives.  White-throated Swifts have been documanted as nesting near the proposed project area and though their 
nests are not located in areas where risks are thought to occur, these birds are at risk ofr collision with the bare cables that 
are proposed to hang acrpss the river before the fabric panels are attached.  This is especially true as this species is known 
for doing it's bathing by striking water surfaces with their undersides as they fly (Ryan & Ryan, et al, 1004).  
Recommendations made above regarding collision risks are applicable for this species.  Hirundinidae family (Swallows) The 
following four species of the Swallow family are documented in the proposed project area (Andrews & Righter, 1992):  Tree, 
Violet-green, Cliff and Barn.  All of these species fly along the Arkansas River at various heights catching insects while 
flying.  They also drink on the wing by scooping up water as they fly close to the water.  This put these birds at risk for 
collision with the bare cables that are proposed to hang across the river before the fabric panels are attached.  
Recommendations made above regarding collision risks are application for these species.  Waterfowl - Several species of 
waterfowl including Canada Geese, Mallards, and Common Mergansers regularly use the Arkansas River in the proposed 
project area (Author's personal observations) and many more species use this area occasionally (Andrews & Righter, 
1992).  All waterfowl will be at risk for collision with the bare cable before the fabric panels are attached as they routinely fly 
directly above the river.  Recommendations made above regarding collision risks are application for these species.  Other 
bird species--A number of additional bird species use not only the riparian habitat directly adjacent to the Arkansas River in 
the proposed project area for feeding, migration stop-overs, and nesting but also adjacent grasslands and pinyon-juniper 
habitats where their activities will be affected by activities either directly or indirectly related to this proposed project.  Those 
birds that use the riparian habitat of the river are at risk from the construction of the anchors and caissons, attachment of 
fabric panels, and the astonishing number of visitors who are projected to be in the proposed project area during the two-
week period it is open for viewing.  Recommendations made above about timing of construction activities associated with the 
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proposed project are also applicable for these bird species.  Since the Breeding Bird Survey samples only about 10% of the 
atlas blocks in Colarado, there is much lacking in terms of which species nest in the proposed project area.  And there have 
not been any other documented surveys of birds using this area for migration stop-over or other non-breeding activities.  
Therefore it is recommended that a survey utilizing sound scientific protocols be conducted in the proposed project area in 
order to obtain more complete data on which to evaluate impacts and make effective recommendations.  Once the high 
frequency nesting locations are ascertained by survey methodology, then it would abe recommended that these areas on 
public lands be closed to the public by emergency closure order for the two-week period of public viewing of the proposed 
project both to protect any late nesting birds but also to protect the habitat from degradation by the large number of visitors 
who will trample vegetation, compact soils and introduce invasive species into these essential habitats.  Those birds that 
utilize either grassland areas that are adjacent to the Arkansas River in the proposed project area or the nearby shrubland 
and pinyon-juniper habitat will be affected by the visitors who go off the roads to view the proposed project, hike, mountain 
bike or use off-road vehicles nearby.  Since it is untenable to close all the public lands to protect these species.  Some birds 
not listed above that are likely to be in these habitats as documented in Colorado Birds (and the author's experience in the 
area-but note that this is not a complete list of birds in these habitats in this area) are as follows (those known to breed here 
are bolded):

Rigarian Habitat: Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Bullocks's Oriole, Blue Grosbeak, Warbling Vireo, Wester Wood-
Pewee, American Robin, Belted Kingfisher, Song Sparrows, Lazuli Bunting, Yellow-breasted Chat, House Wren, cordilleran 
Flycatcher, and Black-billed Magpie  Grassland habitat:  Mountain Bluebirds, Western Meadowlark  Shrubland habitat:  
Virginia's Warbler, Spotted Towhee, and Broad-tailed Hummingbird.l  Pinyon-juniper habitat:  Chipping Sparrows, Vesper 
Saprrows, Lark Sparrows, Black-headed Grosbeak, Lesser Goldfince, Black-throated Grey Warblers, Hepatic Tanager, 
Western Tangers, Canyon Towhee, Mountain Chickadee, Juniper Titmouse, Bushtit, White-brested Nuthatch, Rock Wren, 
Canyon Wren, Blue-Grey Gnatcatcher, Gray Flycatcher, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Plumbeous Vireo, Wester Shrub-Jay, 
Pinyon Jay, Clarks Nutcracker, American Crow and Common Raven.  In summary, there are both a number of known risks 
and problems associated with the proposed project as well as others that cannot be estimated due to a lack of data.  There 
are many challenges for reducing significant negative impacts to wild birds, other terrestrial wildlife and the imperiled plant 
species in the proposed project area.

1127 2243 Since lambing season runs from April through July (Colcorado division of Wildlife webpage) it is further that  the fabric 
panels located distant form the lambing areas it is improtant that the two-week viewing period for this proposed project not 
begin until early August as the hoards of visitors that would be in the proposed project area would undoubtedly significantly 
disturb the sensitive lambing process and lamb survival.

1127 2244 It is also recommended that construction activities not be scheduled during breeding season which is November - 
December.  Other Raptors--Redtail Hawks, Prairie Falcons and American Kestrals are all found.  American Kestrals have 
been confirmed as nesting in the proposed project area and the colorado Breeding Bird Atlas notes this takes place from 
June 10 to July 21.
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1127 2245 The proposed project is of considerable concern to us due to a number of likely and possible negative impacts on wild birds, 
other terrestrial wildlife, and sensitive plant species and all their habitats.

1127 2251 Additionally the construction work in installing anchors and caissons that is scheduled for spring also creates disruption for 
many bird species that begin nest building as early as February.  (American Dippers, a species most directly impacted as 
they nest on the bank area or on structures above the river, are documented as beginning nest building this early per the 
Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas.  Therefore it is recommended that ancho installation be completed during the fall or even Jan-
Mar to avoid reducing breeding success for area birds most of which are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

1127 2246 Some could be effected by the direct impacts of the project-the work during the two year timeframe for installing anchors, the 
3 month timeframe during which the cables will be put up before installing the fabirc panels, the disruption and impacts to 
the soils and vegetation by the projected several hundred thousand visitors.

1127 2253 If there is not verification of the nest site in the proposed project area, it is recommended that a thorough survey be 
conducted to search for a possible nest site so an evaluation of impacts can be adequately made.  Since this is a federally 
listed species, a possible collision with a bare cable would be an unauthorized and illegal "take".  There needs to be some 
modifications made to the cables to insure they are visible to Bald Eagles that fly along the river and dive into it for fish so 
that collisions can be avoided.  Additionally it is recommended that the time frame during which these cables are strung and 
left without attaching the fabric panels be shortened to minimize the possibility of the "take" of this threatened species.

1127 2248 Most of the birds that nest in the proposed area still have young in their nests until at least the beginning of August.  So it is 
strongly recommended that the two week period when the proposed project is open to public viewing not began until the first 
week in August.

1127 2250 Also the time frame during which the cables are up without the attached fabric panels needs to be compressed to a smaller 
amount of time to further reduce opportunities for injury and death dut to bird collisions

1127 2255 Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens (Townsend's Big-Eared Bat subspecies)-This is state species of Special Concern, on 
the BLM State Sensitive Species List and listed by colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) as G4T4/S2 indicating status 
as imperiled in the state (as noted on the CNHP website, updated as of 7-28-05.  "Popultaions, especially in the nursery and 
hibernaculum, are highly susceptible to disturbance and have been reported to be declining." (Colo. Div of wildlife webpage)  
A documented maternity roost is located within the proposed project area and within a mile or so of the proposed panel 
location at the county line.  And it is located near a trail well known and used by residents of Salida so there is a strong 
chance this trail will see significantly increased foot and mountain bike traffic if the fabric panels can be viewed from 
locations accessible from this trail.  This would substantially increase risk of disturbance for this bat species.  It is 
recommended that the fabric panels not be located in any location where thoses accessing this trail can view them.  It will be 
necessary for engineering studies to be conducted in order to ascertain the viewability and location specifications.
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1127 2252 Haliacetus leucocephalus (Bald Eagle) - This species is listed as Threatened on both the Colorado and Federal lists.  There 
is a reported Bald Eagle nest site located near the proposed project area.  There are many documented sightings of this 
species throughout the Arkansas River corridor from Parkdale to Salida year-round as there is a documented nest site in 
Fremont County and many Bald Eagles roost at the Pueblo Reservoir, with birds flying through the Arkansas River corridor 
in serarch of prey.  If a nest site for this species is located near enough to the proposed project area, there would be issues 
of enst dirturbance.  And there is a clear risk of collision with the approximately 1000 cables that will be stretched across the 
river and left wighout fabric panels for up to 3 months prior to the attaching the panels at some unspecified time before 
opening the proposed project.

1127 2249 Since the bare cables without attached fabric panels creates an especially high risk of collision for a number of birds species 
and especially since there are proposed to be approximately 1,000 of these cables hung across the river, it is recommended 
that special design attributes or attachment of flags or other articles to make these cables more visible to flying birds be 
researched and installed.

1127 2247 Other negative impacts will occur from the overwhelming increase in numbers of people utilizing not just the area where the 
fabric panels are hung but in the surrounding properties from mulitiudes of hikers, mountain bikers, off road vehicles and 
campers that will dexcend on this area.  These other impacts will increase disruption to terrestrial wildlife as well as 
trampling vegetation and compacting soils that will reduce the quality of their habitats.  They will further damage sensitive 
plant species that occur in the area by trampling, plant collection, and via compacting soils.  We are especially concerned 
about the proposed time frames.

1127 2254 Falco pergrinus (Peregrine Falcon) - This species is listed as a "State Special Concern" bird related to the fact it was only 
recently removed from Federal lising as a threatened species.  Peregrine Falcons were "hacked" into an area adjacent to the 
proposed project area some years ago.  A documented eyrie for this species is located in the Royal Gorge corridor, within a 
few flight miles of Parkdale.  Additionally at least one more documented eyrie that is located on Forest Service land is 
located well within the area that a peregrine Falcon would use during hunting.  Peregrine Falcons have been observed in the 
Royal Gorge withing the past 5 years (aughor's personal observation).  Though this species nests in locations that are not 
known to be at risk of disturbance from this proposed project they are at risk of injury and disturbance related to the 
proposed project.  Areas within the proposed project area are within the hunting range of these birds.  Peregrine Falcons are 
well known for their speedy flights, with calculated stooping speeds of between 160 to 440 km/h (White, et al, 2002).  This 
makes this species at high risk for collision with the 1000 or so cables that will be strung across the Arkansas Rier and left 
bare for up to three months prior to attaching the fabric panels which will make them difficult to see.  There needs to be 
some modifications made to the cables to insure they are visible to Bald Eagles that fly along the river and dive into it for fish 
so that collisions can be avoided.  Additionally it is recommended that the time frame during which these cables are strung 
and left without attaching the fabric panels be shortened to minimize seriously injuring or killing Peregrine Falcons.

1117 1887 Potential impacts to area wildlife including bighorn sheep, and avian and aquatic species.
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1113 1877 Of concern are these species of wildlife who regularly use the 40-mile sdtretch of Arkansas River.  A herd of bighorn sheep, 
eagles, and other raptors, and other waterfowl.  …wildlife is far more flexible during environmental change than humans!  
The sheep herd already uses the Arkansas River.  The hear has a daily path to drink from the river; and is familiar with 
people, congestion and noise in their habitat.  BLM alrady monitors and studies this herd of bighorn sheep.  These experts 
will see to the welfare of the herd and their habitat.  They are planning for the close monitoring of individual sheep.  If the 
herd shows signs of being unusually disturbed during construction or during the event, they are planning for a range of 
responses.  It may be possible to install a fence at some effective distance on each side of the herd's path to and from the 
river.  The fence would keep people far enough away, but the herd would be watchable from the other side of the fence.  
Use monitors if necessary to protect the sheep from the people.  …here is an opportunity for enhancement of the current 
BLM study of the sheep herd.  Potentially, if unusual habitat conditions occur around the river, the experts will learn a lot 
about bighorn sheep and their health and habitat management.  Eagles and other raptors are a common sight enjoyed by 
everyone all over colorado.  It is always a thrill to see an eagle or raptor as they soar high above, looking for prey.  On the 
colorado Front Range as well as other densely popualted areas, eagles and raptors nest very near places with heavy traffic 
and constant noise.  Regarding free adult eagles and raptors, the chance of their being hurt or distrubed by the project is 
infinitesmal.  They use cubic miles air space and square miles of land surface as their habitat.  The 40 mile stretch of the 
Arkansas River project is just a small part of their daily search for a perch and food.  Eagles and raptors never approach the 
land survace to take prey unless - in their experience the area is clear of disturbance or danger.  In addidtion, if a bird is 
injured, people are available who are experienced in raptor care, rehabilitation and return to the wild.  The plan is to protect 
the air and land habitat of eagle/raptor parents and their yound during their times of nesting, birthing and feeding their 
young.  Examples of protective actions are: not disturbing nests or birth sites while parents are bearing/feeding their yourn, 
preserving food sources and not disturbing daily travel environments.

1111 1876 It will depleat our natural resources or our county ecology, wildlife and social economics.

1104 1871 But is a study being included to insure the federal protection of any "Endangered Species" living in, above or along the 
shores of the Arkansas river.  …certain fish, birds, raptors, the Prebles jumping mouse and etc., that are considered 
threatened must be in the study.

1100 2236 How much is one life worth?  Or property or animals?

1098 1855 In the past year we have noticed more bald eagles hunting the canyon.  …construction, cranes, yards of material and 
massive amounts of traffic, would do little to encourage the eagles to stay in this area.

1097 1853 Because of the huge impact on wildlife, the ecosystem, vegetation and river we need a full study done.      This project will 
affect the environment and wildlife for a long time.  Thank you for your considuration of my request for an environmental 
impact study instead of just an environmental assessment.

1097 2232 This will affect the environment for a long period of time - not just the two weeks the material will be up.
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1090 1846 I currently commute from Hillside to Salida to work.  I regularly see bald eagles, elk, big horn sheep, deer, foxes, and once a 
mountain lion.

1090 1848 I also have a real concern for the wildlife.  As a photographer, I know the big horn sheep are very used to people and cars, 
and probably won't be affected.  The bald eagles, on the other hand, are very skittish.  I'm afraid they might choose to leave 
the area permanently if they are disturbed.  What a loss this area will have.  Is it worth the short time that the "Over the 
River" project is supposed to enhance our tourist trade?

1087 1837 I am a property owner of land in the Glen Vista Estates SW Canon City.  …is going to have a negative impact on the wildlife.

1087 1840 …covering up a beautiful river, scarring the land and scaring off the wildlife.

1079 2226 Highway 50 is simply not capable of handling increased traffic, and the damage to wildlife and nature are greater than we 
can afford.

1076 2215 How will raptor (paragon falcon) habitat be effected?

1076 1822 …following comments concerning fabirc panels over the Arkansas River by Cristo as a whitewater kayaker, fly fisherman, 
Colorado native.  Impact on Wildlife is unknown.  Bighorn sheep herd health in Colorado is declining.        I would request 
that a full environmental impact study be required of Mr Christo before a citizen review process.

1076 2216 How will fish habitat be effected?

1069 1814 Over the River represents a great disruption to life all along the river canyon, both wildlife and human life.

1069 1816 Anyone with any knowledge of animal behavior knows that the wildlife will be greatly affected by such a project.  Attempts 
thus far in suggesting mitigation cannot begin to solve the problems.  Great cos and risk to all of those who use the river 
canyon - animal and human life.
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1065 1808 There are other concerns related to wildlife that will most surely be adversely affected by "Over the River".  Christo's "Over 
the River" fabric which is attached to steel cable attached to steel rods encased in concrete and pounded into the rivers' 
edge or adjacent ground (and then buffetted by the regular wind through the canyon) will prove to be the "gopher chaser" on 
a much grander scale…7 miles long…but indiscriminately affecting every subterranean dweller from the tiny moles and 
Preebles jumping mouse to snakes, fox, beaver, nesting birds and emanating into the water itself disrupting the peaceful 
trout habitat.  These vibrations are surely more far reaching than what current vehicular traffic creates.  What have your 
studies shown on how this type of vibration carried deep into the ground via steel rods affects the wildlife inhabiting the 
areas underneath and adjacent to the source?    How are the regualrly travelled watering routes used by bighorn sheep, 
deer, bear, lynx, mountain lions, etc., going to be affected during the ongoing construction by hundreds of workers (700 as 
told by Christo) over this period of time?  Bighorn sheep are subjected to stress affecting reproduction rates; how ill this 
additional period of disruption affect them?  What have you determined to be the effect on brown trout spawning beds when 
untold numbers of people employed to dismantle the 'project" and clean up trash (much of which could end up in the river or 
along it's edge).

1065 2212 This "project" will only be for 14 days, the real truth is that the construction and removal will be for months (or years), and so 
we must anticipate that these steel rods at least will be in place for a period much longer than 2 weeks, and they alone will 
be enough to transmit vibrations without the fabric attached, creating disruption to wildlife for a lengthy period.

1063 1803 Will the presence of such an installation and traffic that would ensue, frighten other wildlife that would come down to the river 
to feed and drink?

1063 1802 There is a herd of Big Horn Sheep that are often seen in the vicinity of the river between the Texas Creek area nad west of 
Cotopaxi.  I question whether it is wise to disrupt their habitat.  I would hate for the area to lose such a treasure for a two 
week exhibition.

1063 2211 Will the water fowl that prey on fish and live on the river be able to access the water? It appears from the illustration that they 
will have limited area to approach the river.

1063 2210 Will the draping of the river interfere with the temperature of the water causing a change in the fish habitat?

1063 2209 How will this effect the ecosystem balance and the well being of the wildlife?

1055 1790 BLM/DOW - I annot believe this "art" is not goint to have a negative effect on wildlife i.e. Particularly the Bigh Horn Sheep.  
Not just the 2 week viewing period but 2 yrs of installation construction - as for "guzzlers" as a watering alternative - these 
concentrated animals to several small areas making them more prone to disease transmission and the predators will love it.

1045 1764 I am writing to you as both an artist (at which I make my living) and as a biologist (in which my degrees are in).  Its negative 
impact on wildlife and wild places.  The Arkansas River is the lifeblood of a semi-arid region and sustains countless animals 
as well as the human spirit.
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1045 2175 How many animals will be scared away, suffer and even die because of the noise and commotion (all day and all night) 
keeping them from the river?

1045 2176 From bighorn sheep, deer, mountain lion and bear, to eagles, owls and songbirds, to fox, bobcat and squirrels, all depend 
on the river.

1045 2177 This is not just during the display, but for months (years) before to set it up, and months after to take it down!

1045 2178 How many more animals will be killed on that stretch of highway from being spooked and increased traffic?

1045 2179 How many bald eagles will mortally wound their wings, not used to all the wires that must be used for such a project?

1041 2169 While I understand the fears associated with wildlife impact and the probable highway congestion, I feel the value of the 
project overwhelmingly outweights the concerns.

1040 1757 Wildlife will be displaced by the frilling and installation.

1039 1755 Besides the concern of traffic and saftey, besides the concern of the animal's habitat that naturally live in the canyon, 
besides the concern of trash left behind from tourists, I have the concern of what will be done with the fabric once the "show" 
is over.

1038 1753 Last week, while driving back to Canon City from Salida along the banks of the Arkansas River, I saw three bald eagles, 
more that a dozen bighorn sheep and several deer.  Wildlife have to rely on humans to make the right decisions when 
circumstances present themselves that may lead to the destruction of wildlife habitats.  Such a decision is to be make at this 
time.

1037 1752 This "draping" of the canyon can only result in unnecessary stress and degradation to the local environment and wildlife.

1030 2158 The Over the River project will favor these same sections, thus bringing an unacceptable level of distress to land and aquatic 
wildlife.

1027 2154 There will be large costs associated with safeguarding the publc, the river environment, and affected wildlife.

1016 1714 …not, this project will cause harm to the canyon's terrestrial or aquatic wildlife.

1014 1713 This temporary project will not have any long term effect on the wildlife oor environment unlike the permanent growth 
happening here.

1013 1706 Will guzzlers spread disease?  Or casue predators and prey to drink in same place?  Will bighorn sheep disappear?  Will 
fish be able to eat?  Curtains will cover more than a mile and in one case 2 miles:
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1013 2152 Will this disrupt eagles, feeding or other activities?  What impact will this have on other animals or the plants?

1013 1709 Will birds be killed flying into curtains or wires?  If peole can see out, birds will see fish under.

1011 1699 bald eagle habitat disturbance (there are at least one to two bald eagles using the canyon as a home and the river as a 
means for food)

1007 1694 The natural beauty and wildlife of this canyon will certainly be impacted with the panel installation as well as by the traffic 
and pollution generated by the great number of visitors anticipated.

1000 1691 The Rocky Mountain Bighorn Society (RMBS) is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization that was formed in 1975 by a group of 
colorado citizens concerned about the future of colorado's state animal the bighorn sheep.  With an active membership of 
over 900 members, RMBS is dedicated to the conservation and enhancement of bighorn sheep and their habitats 
throughout the rocky Mountains with our primary emphasis on sheep within Colorado and Wyoming.  In cooperation with the 
Colorado division of wildlife, US Forest Service, bureau of Land Management (BLM) and other federal, state and local 
agencies, the RMBS achieves our goals through fund raising, volunteer efforts and management and conservation efforts.

1000 2144 The RMBS and its volunteer members have spent thousands of dollars and hundreds of "man hours" in units S7, S47 and 
S49 over the years in an effort to increase overall sheep numbers and herd health.  The RMBS is greatly concerned with the 
potential negative impacts to the herds by the "Over the River artwork" itself and the activities related to the installation, 
viewing, and ultimate removal of the "artwork" over the next several years.

1000 2141 The "Over the River" project has the potential to significantly and negatively impact several bighorn sheep herds within five 
bighorn sheep "units" designated by the Colorado division of Wildlife.

1000 2146 Claims by the proponents of this project that any negative impacts to sheep or other wildlife can simply be mitigated are 
viewed by the RMBS as disingenuous and, in our opinion, made without a true understanding of the complexities of bighorn 
sheep biology, ecology, management, and conservation.

1000 2145 BLM staff understand how susceptible wild sheep are to disturbance and loss of available habitat and how difficult it can be 
to reveerse a single declining sheep herd, let alone potentially five.

1000 2143 To have one controversial project affect this large of a percentage of Colorado's sheep population is unacceptable to the 
RMBS and should be viewed as irresponsible by the Bureau of Land Management

1000 2142 These herds/units include S7, S47, S60 and S68.  These five units comprise roughly 1- percent of the total of Colorado's 
free-ranging bighorn sheep.

995 2140 The biological aspects far out weigh the argument for the "artwork".  Christo and Jeanne-Claude conveys that their "artwork" 
is more important than all of those other factors combined.
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987 2139 Our concern is the disruption to the canyon, river habitat and wildlife.

985 2138 I cannot believe that this short-term project will have any lasting impact on the river or the flora and fauna that grace it.

976 2137 I am also concerned about the impact on the fishery.  I have seen no studies to support my conclusions, however, common 
sense from years in the outdoors tells me that it could actually be hotter under the fabric than normal.  The trapped solar 
heat could actually raise temperatures under the fabir, heating the water as will

976 1669 ..this project might prove beneficial financially in the short term for the local community, I believe that the traffic associated 
with it would overwhelm the capacity of the road system and disturb local wildlife.    I suppose that they are easily distracted 
by the natural beauty of the canyon.  This problem would only worsen.

976 1670 I am concerned about the increased losses of wildlife, especially bighorn sheep, due to collisions with automobiles as well 
as the increased disruption of these animals daily activities.    This project would actually be harmful to the arkansas and its 
established recreational industries.

969 1666 …animals, humans, will all suffer ffrm the displacement this very temporary "art project".

968 1664 ..that much activity and that many people would be very detrimental for the wildlife and native plants that reside there.  
Species such as birds and bighorn sheep do not adapt quickly to new disturbances and may be thrown off their natural 
behaviors for the season.

962 1659 What about the animals?  The workers involved in the project will keep them frightened for who knows how long.

961 1657 ..the beautiful big horn sheep that come down to the Arkansas to dring and the eagles that nest along the ridges and soar in 
the open sky above the river are going to be impacted too.

959 1653 ..has the very real potential of causing substantial long lasting harm to the environment, wildlife and natural beauty of the 
Arkansas River valley.

954 1650 Concerns regarding the Big Horn Sheep's access to water.  Apparently, the alternative watering holes for the sheep 
proposed by Christo and Jeanne-Claude have the potential to be a source of infection for the wildlife as well as making them 
more accessible to predators.

951 1645 ..this project will endanger many wildlife species, including fish, bighorn sheep, mule deer and others by interruption and 
possible distruction of their habitat as a result of construction,

950 1644 The temporary impact on our wildlife as a result of the "Over the River" project will be far less intrusive than our ever-growing 
populations, cities and towns.
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944 1636 …wildlife…but indiscriminately affecting every subterranean dweller from the tiny moles and Preebles jumping mouse to 
snakes, fox, beaver, nesting birds and emanating into the water itself disrupting the peaceful trout habitat.  These vibrations 
are surely more far reaching than what current vehicular traffic creates; however, what have your studies shown on how this 
type of vibration carried deep into the ground via steel rods affects the wildlife inhabiting the areas underneath and adjacent 
to the source?  …That the construction and revoval will be for months (or years), and so we must anticipate that these steel 
rods at least will be in place for a period much longer than 2 weeks, and they alone will be enough to transmit vibrations 
without the fabric attached, creating disruption to wildlife for a lengthy period.  …How are the regularly travelled watering 
routes used by bighorn sheep, deer, bear, lynx, mountain lions, etc., going to be affected during the ongoing construction by 
hundreds of workers (700 as told by Christo) over this period of time?  Bighorn sheep are subjected to stress affecting 
reproduction rates; how will this additional period of disruption affect them?  What have you determined to be the effect on 
brown trout spawning beds when untold numbers of people employed to dismantel the project and clean up trash (mushof 
which could end up in the river or along it's edge) are in and out of the river well pase Aughst, and very probably into late 
Fall?

943 1633 …the damage over the course of the project will affect animals, the river, and the jobs and livelihoods of the people living in 
the area.

941 1630 The fishing, hatches, the sheep.  I can see many a Mepps causth in the overhead rigging, with cusssing to boot.  Swarming 
fly hatches curtailed by height restrictions and snapping nylon.  Not to mention bolts and cassons into the river to support 
this mosnter.

925 1613 You'll probably face litigation and restraining orders should this be approved prior to publishing a complete habitat impact 
study.

915 2122 This project by Christo will bring hundreds more people to the banks of the Arkansas working, cutting into the rock, 
disturbing the fish and other wildlife, and doing other thins that are not good for the environment.

907 1596 I am concerned about increased risks to humans and the environment posed by this project.    During much of this time 
there will be construction activity along US Highway 50 that will necessitate lane closures.  Such closures will cause 
increased risk to the public traveling along Highway 50 (not to mention the construction workers).  …closures as 
necessary…to insure public safety" the fact is that their project would be necessitating the closures.  During the exhibition 
period (and probably for the 2-3 months of fabric installation and removal) traffic congestion along Highway 50 is estimated 
to be very heavy (e.g. and estimate 250,000 visitors during the eshibition period).  Such congestion will involve additional 
risk to the public including potential problems for travel of emergency vehicles along Highway 50.

901 1584 The possible impact on naturally reproducing Brown trout and Big Horn Sheep.

896 1582 The affect it will have on wildlife, the natural terrain, emergency vehicle response time, traffic jams and even more accidents 
is unthinkable.    It can endanger or have such a negative impact on so many lives.
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886 2106 My biology training is limited to some aquatic entromology classes I audited to enhance my hatch matching and fly tying 
skills, but I just can't see how a project like this might not have some impacts that we can't necessarily anticipae in advance.

885 2103 The life of the river is based on water temperature, which, of course, is largely regulated by sunlight.

885 2105 The general wildlife impact and the traffic and safety issues may bigger concerns.

885 2104 Fish feed nearly exclusively on the insects.  Without proper light and temperature cycles, fish life can impacted.

885 1575 Beside all the wildlife and safey issues, I am very concerned about the affect of prolonged shade on water.    I do make my 
living as a flyfish guide on the Arkansas River.  I do know the life cycles of the aqua-life in the river.  I really wonder about the 
impact of prolonged shade on the water.

882 1574 …consider the enormous impact this event will have on the citizens, wildlife, ecology and environment of Western Fremont 
County.  The artist conduct a full Environmental Impact Study rather than an Environmental Assessment.

880 1567 As a resident who lives off of Highway 50 on CR101/49 (also known as Bear Creek), our family, the surrounding 
environment and wildlife will be impacted by the proposed Christo "Over the River" project.    This is only fair and ensuress 
the event is not just "rubber stamped".

877 1563 From the beginning we have been concerned about the safety of this project for humans, for wild life and for the environment.

877 1564 During these three years the big horn sheep, the eagles and all the other wild life will be subject to harassment and stress - 
day after day after day.

873 2087 The eagles and other raptors would be prevented from fishing, the deer and Rocky Mountain Sheep would have their 
feeding and drinking patterns altered, the screening would change the overall ecology beneath the screen totally..

873 1556 Environmental Impact:  The proposed structure would have a disastrous and incalculable effect on the resident wildlife:

872 1555 Bald Eagles, reside, nest and feed along this river.  It is the only river in the area where the eagle can survive.  Bald Eagles 
perferred food is fish.  It needs open waters to eat.  Noise of the construction of this stupid project will distrub nesting of the 
eagle.  The river and riparian habitat is critical to Bald Eagle survival.  This unique and special habitat should not be 
disrupted.  There is a good chance that the eagles will leave the area and their nest forever.  We have expert witnesses who 
will testify to the effects the curtain and its construction will have on the eagles habitat.  We ask you to please initiate the 
process to require a impact statement.

870 1554 How this 3 year project (with 2 weeks of intensive public pressure) is not going to cause more unnecessary stress on the 
wildlife relying on the river for water and habitat, especially during the fire season and possibly during a continued drought?
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869 1549 Wildlife will be disturbed and possibly driven off permanently with the 3 years of drilling, blasting, additional traffic and loss of 
habitat, food and water.

860 2086 The proposed stretch of river is an amazing fishery that has its own natural beauty that will become unappealing and difficult 
to use.

855 1532 Big horn sheep that currently graze next to speeding trucks and cars will probably welcome 2 weeks of 35 mph.

850 1522 I also do not want our native wildlife disturbed by this rather crazy 2-week fabric showing.

847 1517 The disruption to the environment and wildlife habitat is just too great a price to pay for two weeks of chaos.  The vastness of 
issues this project has created.

846 1514 When the wind blows the blue curtains all wild life will leave eagles, elk, deer, mountain lions, big horn sheep and bear will 
be scared and leave this area.

846 1513 The eagles will be frightened away with the blue curtains.  They sit up in the tree tops along the "Valley Bridge" area to hunt 
fish, in the riber.  They fly along the river when they hunt for fish.  The sun shines on the eagle.

844 2075 What happens to the people; or the animals; or the canyon; or the water; or the air we breathe; or COLORADO?

842 1505 The artists have agreed to recommendations by the Bureau of Land Management and the Department of Wildlife to protect 
our bighorn sheep and other wildlife.

840 2073 Any positive effects this project will have on the area will be more than offset by the danger to the wildlife and natural beauty 
of the canyon and by the hardship and inconvenience to the citizens who use the canyon as a regual route of travel and 
recreations.

840 2071 If it turns out that they are wrong and wildlife are seriously affected, can the affect ever be reversed and who will assume the 
responsibility and cost of trying to reverse it?

840 1500 We've been told wildlife will not be disturbed by the project.  This is just speculation on the part of the builders of this 
project.    In reality, no one really knows what effect this project will have on the bighorns and other canyon wildlife, why risk 
it?

830 2058 The notion of placing guzzlers away from the river for wildlife watering is ludicrous.  It will take time for animals to find these 
devices, and get accustomed to their use amidst the miliue of the construction of this display.  Mechanical or gas powered 
pumps will be needed to supply water.  Animals will need to gather where they will be exposed to predators, and to the 
spread of disease in concentrated goups.
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830 1482 The most significant impacts will be to wildlife.  I have seen bighorn sheep along the river countless times, including the 
exact areas to be covered with the curtains.    Bighorn sheep are threatened statewide by diseases introduced from 
domestic animals.  The added stress of a three year construction project may will push the herd to near extinction.

829 1480 If the permitting process is completed and the artists are in compliance with the many traffic, safety, wildlife protection and 
aesthetic requirements that have been demanded, this project should proceed.

828 2054 THEY SAY THAT all fabric panels have been strategically located to avoid bighorn sheep habitats and primary watering 
areas.  THEY SAY THAT the location of the fabric panels will allow both animal and human ingress and egress to the river. 
BUT CAN BE SURE???

828 1479 Measures recommended by BLM and DOW to protect our bighorn sheep, raptors and other birds, but how can we really be 
sure?

826 1476 The artists have great concern for the issues of traffic control, public safety, impact on the natural terrain, requirements that 
CDOT has and Wildlife protection.  They have been very willing to make sure that all these issues are handled with care and 
caution.

820 2047 Do we really think the big horn sheep and the fishery and the caddis hatch will thrive amongst the construction, traffic, and 
sight-seers who will certainly leave their abuse upon the landscape?

816 1463 I do not see how this can benefit the river.  This could have a negative impact on wildlife in, on  and around the river.

806 2033 What about all the anchoring that would be placed---putting it up and taking it down is sure to change the canyon walls (and 
the unfortunate flora and fauna in its way) forever?

805 1448 Is a study being included to insure the federal protection of any "Endangered Species" living in, above or along the shores of 
the Arkansas river?

805 2029 Before any permits are issued for the "Over the river project", certain fish, birds, raptors, the Prebles jumping mouse and 
etc., that are considered threatened must be in the study.

802 2022 Wildlife and Fire/Emergency concerns topped the list, Terrorism too, as this project is supposed to draw people from all 
around the world.

802 1440 I have heard that there will be a meeting of the BLM to explore a NEPA complaint EIS.  I would highly encourage that course 
of action to ensure that all environmental and wildlife concerns are properly addressed.

800 1438 We are very concerned that the Christo project poses a very serious and unnecessary danger to the people and wildlife in 
the area.
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798 2017 Will the wildlife or users of the river be benifited?

797 1427 It would be unacceptably dangerous to wildlife and the people living in the area

795 1426 It is incredible, to say the least, that the artistic value of some fabric strung across the Arkansas River would offset the 
damage that will be done to the environment, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn Sheep 
Canyon.

792 2012 It only stayed up for a while before the wind shredded it.  What happens to the fish and wildlife if this occurs here?  I can 
imagine tons of material clogging the river, creating "logjams" and catching debris and fish indiscriminately.

790 1418 The deer, bighorn sheep and other wildlife have managed to survive and even proliferate, in spite of the vehicle traffic, and 
the trains that rocked through the Canyon at all hours for the last 100 years.

788 1986 Animals, birds, fish and other inhabitants of the river are very sensitive to the influences of human activity.

788 1411 I am seriously concerned about the negative impact the fabric drapes over the Arkansas river will have on the wildlife and 
river itself.

787 1409 The damage done is/would be criminal.  How about the BigHorn Sheep.  They certainly will not appreciate the noise, it would 
take in drilling etc.

783 1405 The bighorn sheep and other wildlife would be traumatized and problbly leave the area.

781 1398 During this project the fishery could be affected.  While the Colorado DOW does not "believe" that this exhibit would cause 
any harm to the fishery, nor do I believe that the artist intends to cause any harm, we do not know that the exhibit will not 
harm the fishery.

780 1396 The impact to the insect life in the river could take years to recover from.  This will have an impact on the trout fishing for 
years to come.  If the insect populations are damaged, this will have all sorts of bad impact for years to come.

776 1388 …the damage that will be done to the environmnet, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

772 1384 …the human impact for several year on this area would have a negative effect on the trout in the river.  The installation and 
vast numbers of people drawn to the area could jeopardize a vital population of trout.

769 1377 ..the panels of cloth over the river will have a detrimental affect on the use of the river as a fishery!!
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767 1965 What are the possible types of problems that could result because of this project, oil or fuel spills, disruption of spawning, 
possible erosion problems that could be created from vehicle and human traffic and the impact they could have on the 
stream health?

766 1373 Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons are both on the Threatened and Endangered Species List.  What other Threatened and 
Endangered species (birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammale) are inhabitants of the canyon which could be further threatened 
by this project?

766 1962 The sheep have survived 100 years of disturbance.  What was the sheep population of the canyon 100 years ago?  50, 25 
years ago?  What is it now?  What are the projections for the future?

764 1370 The great diversity and numbers of wild life that the clod hoppers will drive off, prevent from breeding or murder while 
grinding the environment into the ground.

760 1367 Not only will it cause many delays for travelers and local residents thru the canyon, but it will jeopardize the wild life, 
including animals and fish.

758 1366 Wildlife protection is as important to Christo and Jeanne-Claude as to the public.  They have agreed to measures 
recommended by BLM and DOW to protect our bighorn sheep, raptors and other birds.  All fabric panels have been 
strategically located to avoid bighorn sheep habitats and primary watering areas.  The location of the fabric panels will allow 
both animal and human ingress and egress to the river.

757 1363 I am also concerned for the disruption of animal habitat from the drilling of cliff sides, construction crews tromping all over 
the place, motor vehicle intrusions, noise and obstruction of large high flapping tarps and the inevitable debris left behind so 
such a large scale operation.

755 1359 …a project of this size and complexity is bound to negatively affect wildlife and fish populations.

755 1361 While the economic impacts to towns along 50 may be positive during the project, the long term negative affect of the project 
on the river, highway and wildlife will ultimately negate any economic gains achieved during the project.

746 1346 ..terrible implications for colorado's fisheries and wildlife.

745 1345 What will the fish and wildlife think about this huge sheet across the river?

741 1337 As a property owner in the area that this project, I am very concerned with the potential issues associated with increased 
traffic, pollution and damage to the fishery and wildlife habitat.
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735 1322 degrading of the river environment.  …the installation of the fabric must to some degree impose harmful stress upon the fish 
and second, the lost of sunlight will directly effect the hatches of insects which is their primary source of food and will also 
drop the wrater temperature through the loss of sunligh which also effects insect hatch as well as cool the fish environment.

734 1319 The risk is extra pollution, congestion, probably more accidents, potential litigation for the county as someone will ofter find a 
reason to sue if something goes wrong, and stress on the public services and natural wildlife of the area.

729 1304 DOW has stated there should be no impact on wildlife

727 1942 Brown trout, expecially spawning.  Davenport promised not to do construction during the busy summer months.  What 
happens to spring blue-winged olive and caddis fishing?  What about the outstanding fall fishing season?

727 1941 The bighorn sheep.  Their haven is the abandoned railroad side of the river.  According to project engineer vince Davenport, 
70%-80% of the material and 95% of the fabric will be distributed from the railroad side using his own locomotive.  This won't 
impact the sheep?

725 1298 …the issues surrounding project construction and engineering, wildlife protection, natural resources, traffic control and 
public safety, law enforcement, emergency response, communications, and recreation and social economic factors have all 
been thoroughly identified.  …satisfactory actions and requirement identified that when implemented will…

722 1293 Traffic construction equipment, streamside obstructions and pollkution, disruption of local water flows and fish habitat related 
to construction and dismantling of the structures are the major concerns I have, and I believe the BLM should seriously 
consider.  They will interfere with local businesses who depend on the rivers-it-is for rafting whitewater and fishing 
adventures.

720 1286 I feel these impacts will also be felt outside of the Bighorn Sheep Canyon area…on one side from Canon City to the Bighorn 
Sheep …and from the Bighorn Sheep Canyon area to the Salida, Monarch, and Buena Vista Areas due to excessive 
crowding on roads not designed for this influx.

720 1283 ..possible adverse impacts to the wildlife and fishery due to excessive crowds, trash, contaminants, etc.

714 1269 Trout fishing, fishing from rafts and bighorn sheep viewing would be partcularly impacted.

712 1268 …disrupt our fishery, the rafters are bad enough.

696 1250 ..the project that is proposed will have a negative impact on the fishery and on the experience of fishermen.

693 1256 It will affect the environment, the wild life and the safety of those of us who live and travel this road.  I own a business in 
Salida and the majority of people I talk to feel the same way.
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690 1240 It endangers our wildlife's natural habitat.

688 1234 The increase in people traffic would be very detrimental to the activities of fishing and nature-appreciating people.  I can't 
imagin that it would be beneficial to wildlife and the environment.

687 1233 ..little is known or can be predicted about what effects the project would have on wildlife, native plants, some that are already 
in danger of elimination or surrounding insect life that provides an important and necessary food source for the native brown 
trout population of the river.  The insect, animal, and plant life that have taken eons to evolve and develop in the arkansas 
River ecosystem could be significantly and dangerously altered or destroyed.

672 1208 ..potential negative impacts on the ecology of the river.  With sunlight presumably cut off, how would the insect populations 
fare.  Given that they are at the bottom of the food chain, the implications for the wildlife of the region are potentially 
significant.

657 1190 ..this activity that impacts the river, wildlife and community.

655 1188 As an avid angler I doubt that the curtain will impact the fish, but the projected crowds, traffic and congestion will diminish 
the quality of the experience.

653 1184 ..the process of installing and then removing the panels will add to traffic congestion in the narrow canyon corridor and will 
likely have an impact on both fish and wildlife in the area.

647 1178 I see no problems with an impact on the fish and it might even ease angler pressure for a while with everyone looking at the 
art.

634 1166 Wildlife of every type will be negatively impacted no matter what there plan is to try and fix the problem

630 1162 The waste would not only undermine the area's aesthetic beauty but also negatively impact the area's wildlife.

628 1932 We may only be able to guess at the cost in big horn sheep, traffic problems, or a wildfire.  We do know, however, there will 
be a price.

628 1933 Nonetheless, it is pretty obvious that a fire along the river would be devastating to the bighorn sheep.

628 1934 The increased traffic certainly will cause the death of some percentage of the sheep.

627 1163 I am concerned that the methods and practices used for construction of the project will be detrimental to the health of the 
fishery in the affected reaches of the Arkansas River.

623 1151 It would also affect the hatches on this beautiful river
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609 1130 I'm concerened about the impact on the wildlife, and the river's ecosystem overall.

602 1122 It will affect the section of the Arkansas I fish, I will skip visiting the Arkansas River that year.  I am afraid others will do the 
same and adversely impact jobs and business in that area.

592 1116 My second concern is for the wildlife in the proposed 7 miles of the river.  This will be a mojor, unnecessary change to their 
habitat.

591 1114 This will adversely affect the recreation industry that is dependent on the river and force fisherman to skip the Arkansaw thus 
putting even more fishing pressure on other streams in Colorado.

591 1110 This project will adversely affect the environment.  Any project that disrupts the natural river for three years will have an 
impact on the fisheries, wildlife and geology of the river.

590 1107 Will the famed Mother's Day Caddis Hatch morph into the not do famed Father's Day Hatch?

590 1108 How are we evaluating this projects lon-term effects upon the flora nd fauna of the ecosystem.

590 1109 Do we indeed KNOW the total effects of the project?

588 1102 I'm concerned about the material, from boring holes for supports, being washed into the river during some of our localized 
rain storms.  This would effect the spawning of the brown trout.

588 1103 Part of the great experience fishing the river is viewing the wildlife when they come to the river for water and grazing.  I see 
sheep and deer on almost every trip.  I know that this will not continue when the construction takes place.

581 1087 The DOW informed us at the meeting that they know wildlife will be significantly impacted.  Only the extent & longterm efect 
is the unknown.

579 1083 scare off wildlife.

578 1079 3 years of wildlife disturbances.

577 1078 The dirsuption to the fishery

576 1077 The physical impact this ridiculous ventrue will have on the local flora and fauna.

572 1072 May have unanticipated ecological consequences by damaging the insect population

566 1064 Fish's environment is effected by lack of sun on a stream for weeks.
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563 1061 Project threatens wildlife

562 1059 The interference with the bighorn sheep habitat.

551 1049 Traffic, trash, noise, garbage along the river, etc. would negatively impact the river, the fish and the bighorn sheep.

549 1046 Concerned about the Arkansas fishery should this installation proceed.  This project will have a much longer-term effect on 
the fishing habitat than some anticipate.  This is a sensitive habitat, which will be impacted.  We know if damage occurs it 
could be many years before health returns to the area.

536 1031 Where are the bighorns going to water? What incredible suffering will the trout and the rest of nature have?

527 1019 The panels will hinder bighorn sheep and other wildlife from watering.  Anglers will note a detrimental change in fishing 
habitat and strategy with artificial shading, insect hatch changes and increased use by tourists seeking to stop and explore 
the river while disturbing anglers on the river.

521 1008 The damage that will be done to the environment, the wildlife and the people who live and commute along the Bighorn 
Sheep Canyon.

511 874 The construction of all these cables and anchors and curtain will surely create agreat deal of stress on the bighorn sheep, 
deer, mountain lions, eagles, ducks, geese, and the smaller game.

511 876 Talk about curtains - I would consider this "curtains" for the animals!

510 867 Do not compromise the river habitat or wildlife that depend on it.

507 1002 What qualitative studies have been run to ensure wildlife protection?

503 997 The wildlife and the impact on their lives.

503 998 Their ability to water in the same places, hitting the wires, spread of disease by using common troughs, being hit by traffic, 
interuption of their feeding routines and such will definitely be changed.

495 986 Impacts to sheep will scare them

494 984 Can't even imagine what this will do to wildlife.

486 977 Will not affect the animals that much.
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483 975 Would affect wildlife in area.

481 972 What will happen to the goats, sheep, deer, elk, birds, eagle or fish?

479 967 Wildlife impact

468 957 Wildlife will be disturbed

467 946 The resident wildlife in that area need the disruption to their lives that will surely come.

462 943 It will be detrimental to the wildlife that depends upon the river for life.

461 942 Harmful to fish and wildlife; harmful to people who come to enjoy the peace and tranquility of the river and outdoors.

460 941 Wildlife does not need the Cristo's so called ART!  There are enough upsets to nature from humans' daily presence that this 
"ART" projects does not need to add to their stress!

453 940 Wildlife would find it difficult to get to their usual watering places which would add stress and possible dehydration and death 
to many animals.

451 935 I am not sure that you could really determine what kind of affect it would have on the wildlife in the area that depend on that 
section of river and to me that is enough of a reason not to do it.

450 932 Going to have a negative impact on the wildlife.

445 927 Interfere with the local use of the canyon for fishermen and would upset the native wildlife of the area.

444 926 damage to the environment and wildlife may occur

437 915 The area also has wintering Bald Eagles that are lovely to watch. In a group of cottonwoods just a bit downriver (perhaps 1/3 
mile) from Kerr Gulch Road (near Coaldale), an eagle or two can often be seen in the trees during daylight hours.

434 905 It endangers people and wildlife

433 904 What happens to birds and fish that feed in the area of the construction, demolition and the two weeks of having the drapes 
over the river?

432 894 the increase in traffic, as well as the construction activity, will cause these animals undue stress.
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432 893 There are a number of raptors that use the river as a hunting ground, and I can't helkp but believe that this project will 
displace those birds once they are denied their hunting grounds.

432 895 I am also concerned about the destruction of fish habitat.

432 896 This project will limit the amount of sunlight on the water, affecting certain insect hatches.

432 897 As a fisherman, I am also concerned about the way that this project will limit access to the river, not only throughout the 
actual display area, but along the entire length of river.

432 898 The draping of cloth will interfere with recreational access for fishermen.

431 892 It will be harmful to the animals in that area.

430 890 It would have a negative impact on the wildlife that could be lasting.

427 886 Fishing: access & disruption?

425 856 People here and outside the area are concerned about the fact that it has taken years for bighorn sheep to do well in the 
hills along the river in the area from Texas Creek to Cotopaxi.

424 852 We have concerns for the birds of the area dn what this could do to them.

419 844 I believe wildlife will be disturbed and possibly driven off permanently.

417 842 I am a retired illinois Dept. of Natural Resources biologist living full-time in Buena Vista. On just wildlife impacts alone, any 
permits should be denied

414 829 I am concerned that covering several miles of the Arkansas River, even temporarily and with translucent material, could 
potentially result in a reduction of primary production and decrease of food for organisms dependant on this food source, 
namely aquatic insects and trout.

414 832 Not only are these potentially adverse environmental impacts, the possible impact on trout populations should be considered 
given the importance of these organisms to the local economy.

414 830 Shading ahs been shown to reduce water temperatures, and the maturation and emergence of aquatic insects is 
temperature dependant; hence any significant change in water temperature could result in a decrease in degree-days and a 
delay in hatching time.
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414 828 It is well documented in published studies that reduction of light to the steambed (either experimentally or covering stream 
sections or by natural shading) results in decreased growth of algea on the streambed.

414 827 The food web of the Arkansas River is based on the growht of alge, primarily diatoms, on the steambed. These organisms 
are dependant upon light for producing organic matter by the process of photosynthesis. Aquatic insects feed on this 
material and they in turn provide food for the trout and other organisms.

414 826 I am a professional stream ecologist with over 40 years of experience studying the ecology of streams and rivers. I am 
writing to express my concerns regarding the potential adverse impacts of the Over the River project on the food web of the 
Arkansas River.

414 831 It should be incumbent upon the people proposing this project to furnish claculations estimating (1) the impact of reduced 
light on the primary production in the affected reach of the Arkansas River and resulting impact on insect and trout 
populations, and (2) estimates of the impact of shading on water temperatures and possible delay in hatching time for 
aquatic insects.

413 825 I have no doubts that they will solve ALL the challenges of the project, including the traffic control and minimizing the effect 
on wildlife, and that they will leave the canyon and the river as good as, and probably better than they found it.

412 819 It is unknown how many birds will get injured or killed by getting tangled up in the thousands of cables.

412 818 Even the proposed bighorn sheep monitoring before, during, and after the project will not prevent harmful effects.

412 813 Pollution from trash and exhaust from cars will increase dramatically, effecting local residents and wildlife.

412 817 Noise from blasting, drilling, and worker's continued presence will have impacts on these animals that we cannon yet 
foresee.

412 816 Anchor placement will take place for 2 years with drilling and blasting bore holes up to 10 inch thick for 2400 anchors. 
Anchor and fabric removal will add another season of disturbance. Bighorn sheep, waterfowl, raptors, and other numerous 
animals breed and rear their young along this corridor.

412 815 I strongly oppose the OTR project due to its known and unknown impact on our wildlife.

410 801 It is those who live along the river corridor who will bare the brunt of the problems, as well as the wildlife and the river.

409 793 From a Cost-Benefit viewpoint, the Costs to Wildlife in terms of displacement, mortality and disturbance/stress levels create 
a risk factor that the project does not justify.

409 792 The impact this project will have on wildlife is impossible to predict accurately.
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408 789 I also have great concerns about the well bieng of the Big Horn Sheep population in the canyon. Any increase of human 
impact on open lands is always detrimental to wild animal populations.

408 790 This huge influx of people viewing the "Over the River" project and work on the installation of it will care many wild animals 
and many will leave the area.

408 791 Our Big Horn Sheep are a precious resource, as well as our eagles and other animals along the river. We must protect them 
if we want them to stay.

406 781 I know big horn are very shy and sensitive. They, and other animals, use this river and need it.  The flapping of these 
ARTIFICIAL RAGS WILL FRIGHTEN THEM AND CAUSE ADVERSE EFFECTS.

405 780 We don't know what effects this project will have long term on wildlife.

402 776 I'm sure the sheep and deer will survive, maybe this will chase there off the highway and back up where they belong.

401 774 I am also afraid it will scare the animals and birds.

399 771 I have fly fished the arkansas continously and regularly since 1992 and I am violently opposed to all the problems these 
arrogant artists want to visit on a river.

392 765 If animals are affected - we MUST protect them, if people are in danger - we MUST address those issues.

391 761 As long as deer and other wildlife will not get hung up in the wires associated with the project, I am all for your proceeding 
with the Over the River project.

390 755 Which is more important: hiding the river under a canopy-like "lid" or preventing dangerous and critical situations that 
threaten the population and the tourists, as well as the fragile canyon wildlife?

384 736 The animals will survive.

382 735 Bighorn sheep are amazing animals but they are vulnerable to stress from human activities and diseases carried by 
livestock…stress of any kind makes sheep vulnerable to disease. - those stresses cause their immune systems to weaken.

379 733 I fish the arkansas at least once each week throughout the year, as well as spend many weekends with my kids camping 
along the river. I float the river regularly, and I buy gear all up and down the river. This project would certainly deter me from 
fishing in the Arkansas in future years.
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374 718 It is my understanding that after the Gold Belt Management Study that was finalized and created areas of refuge for Bighorn 
Sheep (which clearly demonstrated as a necessity) that a 2 year construction project on the Arkansas River would force 
Bhorn sheep to try to find other sources of water, than the Arkansas River between Salida and Canon City.

374 724 I feel the fish, Bighon's, caddis population, and other numerous speicies would be jeopardized.

374 722 Fsihing in the Arkansas during the nationally reknowned Caddis hatch brings more responsible outdoorsmen than this art 
project ever would

374 723 I feel those fishermen would not visit, due to construction, traffic stops, spooke stressed fish, during this two year period, 
creating a wash in the benefit of increased collection of sales tax, due to tourism for an art project.

374 719 Colorado DOW statistics clearly show a population estimate of 215 Bighron Sheep in the Arkansas River range in the year 
1999. Today that estimate is at 85 sheep in the exact same area. The population has not increase in any given year since 
1999.

374 720 Recently a DOW biologist announced concerns that lungworm and declining habitat could jeopardize the Bighorns numbers 
in Colorado.

365 712 How many wildlife - vehicle collisions is the DOW/BLM willing to accept throughout the construction, display, deconstruction 
phases of this project?

365 711 What impact on breeding, rearing of young, and typical herd movement in the study area during construction, display, & 
deconstruction phases of the project?

362 707 If the issues concerning wildlife and emergency traffic can be satisfactorily resolved with appointed agencies, I am in favor of 
this project.

359 693 If requested by DOW and/or BLM, bighorn sheep monitoring will be scheduled before, during, and after the installation.

359 697 Studies of the potential of raptor strikes have been addressed and will be used to address potential impacts in the EA.

359 696 Law enforcement officers will be located on both sides of the river, along with OTR monitors in key locations. This will be 
valuable to reduce public impacts from the public on wildlife and habitats of the riparian corridor and valley slopes.

359 695 Raptor monitoring to identify active nest sites will be done prior to installation, and work done in areas sensitive to raptor 
nesting will be done outside of nesting periods.

359 694 Anchor installation will be done outside of the lambing period.
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359 692 If BLM/DOW decide it's necessary, guzzlers will be placed away from the river to provide alternate watering sources.

359 691 All panels will be located to minimize impact and to allow ingress and egress to the river.

336 652 If the draping material is blown away as it was in the Rifle Gap debacle, there could be real harm to motorists, but also to 
rafters, fishermen, hikers, birds, animals and nature lovers to whom the canyon really belongs.

330 642 The wildlife will be impacted because of all the people in the area for over 2 years?

312 604 Transparent drapes over the river will change the temp of the water. This will affect any creatures lving in the water.

312 607 Raptors are very timid. They will leave and possibly not return

312 608 Big horn sheep - also very timid. They will leave and 1/4 mile gaps, That's not good enough. They will will be terrified  & 
there are not many places for them to go

310 601 I'd like to see more opending for the goats/sheep to drink

308 599 Placing drinkers for the sheep will breed mosquitos

307 593 The damage the harmonics would do to the fish and wildlife (wind blowing the fabric, vibrating through the cables and into 
the ground

307 595 Who will pick up the roadkill?

306 591 Fear of fabric, would the goats be afraid to drink water near the fences?

304 588 will bother both people & wildlife habitat

301 584 I have concerns about the effects of this project on the small mammals, fish, and birds.

301 585 The impact of vibrations from drilling will effect fish and birds nesting on this riparian area

298 581 I am very aware of all the wildlife going back and forth across the highway to the river. The

298 582 The effect this would have on their health and behavior with the increased human population, increased traffic, and the 
hazard of trying to make their way through cables and fabric would be overwhelming.
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295 567 More impact than I ever dreamed of on deer in upper canyon and birds & bighorn sheep in lower canyon. Big horns die from 
stress!

293 558 The wildlife issue should be addressed by the DOW. My observation is that the Big horn sheep & deer and all the other 
animals have adjusted and are co-existing with boats, fishermen, and heavy summer traffic already and have been for 
dozens of years.

293 560 As a fisherman, the fishing will be enhanced by the shade from the fabric. In the hot days of the summer, the fishing is 
always better in the shade on cloudy days

287 545 Deer and sheep will forget it was ever here when it's gone

287 543 The fabric will be dispersed so as not to block access for animals or fishermen

285 538 Leave our wildlife alone, period!

284 535 Wildlife will not  come to the river for water because of the wind blowing this fabric

282 529 I believe it would impact the wildlife adversely in a powerful way.

273 520 All wildlife (mammals, birds, fish) will be driven away permanently with 3 yrs of "over the river" project

272 514 My main concern is traffic and wildlfe stress

269 509 Wildlife and environment is a big concern mainly because this project will cover almost three years. Big horn sheep, deer, 
eagles, vegetation, etc. will be affected tremendously over that length of time

265 499 The wildllife do not respond well to havoc that the workers & the finished art work would create

259 489 The impact on the wildlife in car accidents alone will make a huge change. The animal populations can't withstand the 
numbers of cars and people

258 487 To the DOW, I just don't think animals return to their normal ways and patterns after such a large impact.

258 488 I love the nesting bald eagles on the river just above one of the proposed "rag" sights. The two pair between CR47 at 
Howard and the pair at Wellsville. I know they only nest on the river in the winter but I just  believe that the changes (fish, 
people, noise or whatever) might make them leave.

247 465 This project is so huge and once we know the wildlife can get to water without being afraid I will be satisfied
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243 460 Deer and bighorn sheep will be hit and killed.

242 442 Wildlife will be disturbed and possibly driven off permanently with 3 yrs of drilling, blasting, additional traffic and loss of 
habitat, food, and water.

234 438 The wlidlife would certainly be affected and frightened away from attempting to get water from the river

224 435 On just wildlife impacts alone, any permits to allow such an act should be denied.

220 421 The big hron sheep and other animals of this region would be greatly imperiled by traffic jams and unable to reach the river 
for water.

213 417 How many species of wildlife from the microorganisms to the Big Horn Sheep will be affected by the building and showing 
process?

212 408 endanger and disrupt the lives of residents

210 407 I can't believe there would not be a detrimental effect to the river biomass and trout

181 393 Eliminating ultra violet rays into the river water changes the chemistry of living organisms, not to mention the fish

180 392 I believe it would be a detrimental to the animals as well as the natural environment

178 391 Proposals to use troughs for sheep and other wildlife will spread disease.

178 390 Project will harm and kill wildlife that depend on this river for food and water

177 387 I really wonder about the impact of prolonged shade on the water.

177 385 Aquatic biology. I am concerned about the affect of prolonged shade on the water. The life of the river is based on water 
temperature. The insect lifecycle is governed by water temperature, which is regulated by sunlight. Fish feed nearly 
exclusively on these insects. Without proper light and temperature cycles, fish life can be impacted.

175 384 the wildlife that depends on the river to sustain life would be affected, Everything from birds, deer, big horn sheep to the trout 
in the waters

174 380 It would cause significant impact to wildlife and the environment

174 381 It will scare off wildlife
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170 379 This project will be very disruptive to Colorado Wildlife

160 371 I worry about the effects on the wildlife

158 370 Big horn sheep are very shy and sensitive. They and other animals use this river and need it. The flapping of these artificial 
rags will frighten them and cause adverse affects.

156 351 The issues of access to water and watering alternatives for wildlife has been thoroughly addressed.

156 366 The temporary and transitory changes to wildlife habitat during the project will not adversely effect the wildlife populations 
given the mitigating guidelines for their protection that have been identified by the BLM

156 367 The bighorn sheep will be protected through the ongoing monitoring of the animals and attention to placement of fabric 
panels and anchors in a manner which minimizes the impact on sheep habitat

156 368 Access to water and watering alternatives for a wildlife

155 345 Will the Over the 
river project disturb the native plants and wildlife?

151 336 I do believe that placing a heart rate monitor on a bighorn sheep may in itself spook the animal

151 335 The impact on wildlife will be minimal and the timeline will be sensitive to the spectrum of wildlife along the river.

150 333 The project will cover only 6-7 miles; Wildlife will adjust. They certainly have adjusted to Highway 50 and the railroad.

149 329 Wildlife will be challenged & this is a real issue;

149 330 with all the breaks in the fabric panles, the wildlife will be taken care of

148 323 The impact the wildlife will be minimal

147 321 The animals will not be as impacted as some may think. Animals are pretty adaptable.

138 315 The fish & sheep survived the construction of US Highway 50 and the railroad. I'm sure they'll enjoy a couple of weeks of 
shade in the summer heat

131 308 The wildlife will be forsaken
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127 303 Relying on you to protect the environment & wildlife

126 302 My biggest concern would be the human and wildlives at stake

125 298 the wildlife would not be terribly affected

112 285 I do not believe the wildlife will be affected by the projects. Bighorn Sheep have long ago adapted to heavy traffic in the 
canyon. They graze immediately adjacent to the highway without any notice of passing traffic.

63 237 There are concerns with regard to the environment and traffic

60 205 Would implantation of a heart monitor on a big horn not be the most stressful thing yet and are the heart monitor going to be 
able to stop the project in mid consturction should the stress levels warrant same?

60 211 What about the mountain lions, bobcat, geese, ducks, fish, herons, dippers, what about the fishery?

60 210 Raptors hunt the entire river - how will they dive through fabric and cables to get to their prey?

60 208 Guzzlers are not going to provide water for both predators and prey - this is a perfect setup for slaughter and the spread of 
disease, such as Chronic Wasting Disease

60 206 Chasing sheep with a helicopter and darting them would probably create more disruption to these lives than the panels

60 204 It matters little if the panels are hung in areas other than the identified watering trails - the sheep and other wildlife won't be 
able to get across the highway at any point with 600 cars per hour

60 188 What about the resultant air pollution and it's effect on those living at altitude with respiratory problems? 6000 vehicles a day 
moving at a predicted speed of 15 mph will produce massive amounts of pollution affecting wildlife, humans, and god forbid 
there was an inversion of temperature

60 207 Proposed anchor installation is going to be scheduled outside of lambing period - what about breeding times, raising the 
lambs times, resta and relaxation times?

56 176 The mitigation measures regarding construction activities appear to minimize impact on wildlife during sensitive breeding 
periods and migratory patterns

52 170 What happens if the fabric tears as it did near Rifle and we have fabric down in the river? Steel cables and fabric draped in 
the river that could cause dangerous things to happen to wildlife and river users?

52 168 The fabric over the river will scare the animals and cuase issues with water life (micro and macro)
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51 163 the following things will be impacted negatively; wildlife, highway congestion, and response time for emergency vehicles

49 154 Sheep get spooked, an insect hatch gets disrupted. Trout are affected.

49 153 Whether they leave gpas in the covering for wildlife, insect life, that much work and that much material being put into the 
riverbed must be at least somewhat disruptive to the lifecycles along the water.

48 151 A project this large would effect wildlife, both plant and animal, in negative ways

46 148 this project will negatively affect the many birds, elk, mule deer, and bighorn sheep in the area. - permanent damage to 
wildlife in the area will be minimal

45 145 Most morning, I wathc a bald eagle soar over the river looking for breakfast

45 144 almost every day the mountain sheep are grazing along the road just feet from the hihgway.

44 140 How many species of wildlife from the microorganisms to the Big Horn Sheep will be affected by the building and showing 
process?

43 130 proven integrity of the artists to mitigate environmental and safety concerns

39 129 Giant curtains will surely scare the animals away, possibly leading to their death because their only source of water will be 
denied to them

39 126 How can it be guaranteed the curtains won't collapse killing people under them in rafts or animals trying to get to water?

37 115 Project would imperil the canyon's Bighorn Sheep and other wildlife

34 108 OTR will .. Scare off the Big horn Sheep and disrupt life as the birds of the river, Eagles, Falcons, and Dippers know it

32 107 Giant curtains will surely scare the animals away, possibly leading to their death because their only source of water will be 
denied to them

32 104 How can it be guaranteed the curtains won't collapse killing people under them in rafts or animals trying to get to water?

29 95 How many birds might become entangled? What would be the short and long-term effect on all the wildlife?

28 89 How many birds and other animals will die due to a major change in their routine for feeding and water
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27 82 The wildlife, especially the bighorn sheep will be traumatized.

25 79 Project could damage the environment for our wildlife

21 73 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

20 67 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

18 60 The environmental impact, disturbance to wildlife

17 58 does not even consider the disruption to wildlife

16 54 The wildlife issues alone should eliminate any consideration of this project (not to mention safety, traffic, etc..

15 52 What will happen to deer, elk, sheep, Bald Eagles, birds & fishing?

14 45 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

13 39 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

10 31 Environmental impact - wildlife, ecological displacement & destruction

9 28 the harm to wildlife including birds, deer, and big horn sheep

8 24 The cost to the animal life is too great. The rights of the animal population outweigh the significance of this project

1 9 "..cover will stress the wild life (particularly the Rocky Mountain Big Horn Sheep)
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