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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: C(O-200-20080036 EA

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBE Roptionaly

PROJECT NAME Texas Creek Toilenktallation

PLANNING UNIT: Arkansas Rivet#tl

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Fremont County, 6th Principal Meridian
T.19S.,R. 73 W., Section 7

APPLICANT: BLM

ISSUES AND CONCERNSThere are inadequapaiblic toiletfacilities available in the Texas
Creek area The lack ofadequate publitoilet facilities poses agsk to public health and safety
from the improper disposal of human waste.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:

Background/Introduction BLM received a grant from the Colorado Olgx¥antprogram to
purchase and install a vault toilet at Texas Cpeking/staging arearhe only existing toilet
available for public use in the area is one fagpbtty located near the parking area for river
access. This peg-potty is maintained bZolorado State Parks and is in place from May
through September.

Proposed Action BLM proposes to istall a vault toilet irthe Texas Creek parking/staging
area during the spring of 2008l o view photos and complete specifications for the toiletog
http://www.romtec.com/print_brochure.php?id=39#

The toilet would be installed adjacent to the north end of the existing parking/stagingearea (
map belowy. This location was clsen to kep the toilet and itsinderground vault out of the

area that is subject to flash flooding. To install the vapittroximately 10 cubic yards of

material would be excavated using a backhoe. This material would be used to backfill around
the vaultand to fill around the toilet to provide the proper grimdesite drainage and public

access The site work and instation would take approximately two weekBuring the project,


http://www.romtec.com/print_brochure.php?id=39

recreation use and acceeslhie area would continue with only minosudiptions to traffic and
parking during the installation

Approximate Location of Toilet
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No Action Alternative: BLM would not install a vault toilet for public use in the Texas Creek
parking/staging area.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT CARRIED FORWARDBLM consideredte
alternative of providing pot-pottiesin the staging/parking aredr his alternative is not carried
forward because it is not a cost effective long term solution to providing toilet facilities in the
area The costof two porta-pottiesis approximagly $2,000(2008dollars)annuallyand subject
to increases in cost over tim®ver time, it is likely that two pofépotties serviced weekly
would be inadequate during the peak use season. This would result in addists1& poovide
moreporta-patties. Theinitial cost of the vault toiletincludingsite work andnstallation)is
approximately $32,000 with approximatelyfiaf this cost provided by StateOHV grant.
Regular cleaning and maintenance will be provided by Colorado State Paoksost to BLM.

NEED FOR THE ACTION The parking/staging area at Texas Creek receives heavy use by
OHV enthusiasts. Use is projected to increase based on population growth and growth in OHV
sales and registrations. The lack of public toilet faggitontributes to improper disposal of
human waste in and around the parking/staging area. This is a public health concern.

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed
for conformance with the following plan (43 CAB10.5, BLM 1617.3):

Name of Plan Royal Gorge Resource Management Plan

Date Approved 05/13/96

Decision Number1-82

Decision Language Recreation Managementaéility development will be
accomplished to reduce user conflicts and to impwisieor health and safe.

Standards for Public Land Healttn January 1997, Colorado BLM approved the Standards for
Public Land Health. These standards cover upland soils, riparian systems, plant and animal
communities, threatened and endangeredispeand water quality. Standards describe

conditions needed to sustain public land health and relate to all uses of the public lands. Because
a standard exists for these five categories, a finding must be made for each of them in an
environmental analys. These findings are located in specific elements listed below.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES / MITIGATION
MEASURES

CRITICAL ELEMENTS




