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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-2009-0090 EA 

 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER:  Grazing Record #0505318   

 

PROJECT NAME:  Range ï Allotment Modification and Permit Renewal on the High Park 

(05114) and Long Hollow (05113) Allotments. 

 

PLANNING UNIT:  Gold Belt Subregion #5 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:   Fremont County, 6th Principal Meridian 6,232 Acres of Public Land 

T15S, R70W, S. 31 

T16S, R70W, S. 6 ï 7 

T15S, R71W, S. 34 

T16S, R71W, S. 1 ï 5, 8, 9, & 12  

 

APPLICANT:   Oscar Green Ranch  

 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:  BLM has solicited public involvement in the evaluation of grazing 

use on this allotment in 2000.  There were no issues or concerns related to livestock grazing 

brought up as a result of this scoping process.  In addition, during the summer of 2001, the Royal 

Gorge Field Office conducted Public Land Health Assessments on both the High Park and Long 

Hollow Allotments.  The results of this assessment did not identify any issues or concerns related 

to livestock grazing.  

 

Other issues and concerns include: 

 

 The two allotments (High Park and Long Hollow) included in this analysis are unfenced 

from the base property and each other, and operated on the ground as one allotment.   

 

 The grazing permittee has implemented changes on the private land (base property) 

portions of the allotment that will require changes on public land. 

 

 The current stocking rate on the allotment requires modification based on new available 

data.  

 



 There is 1.5 miles of High Creek Not Meeting Public Land Health Standards (See 

Riparian Section). 

 

BLMs PURPOSE AND NEED:  This assessment analyzes livestock grazing use on the High 

Park and Long Hollow Allotments in Fremont County, Colorado.  This analysis is needed to 

complete processing the renewal of the grazing permit in compliance with all applicable laws 

and regulations.  The proposed action is needed to ensure that grazing use helps the allotment 

meet Standards for Public Land Health and future grazing use on the allotment is consistent with 

Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management in Colorado.  Also, there are Issues and Concerns 

identified on the allotments that require attention.    

 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:  

 



 

 

Grazing use on the allotments is currently scheduled as follows: 

 

                                                    Grazing Period         % Public      

Allotment              Number     Kind         Begin     End             Land         Use             AUMs 

High Park                  63          Cattle       06/21 ï 11/12              60%      Improve          183 

Long Hollow              4           Cattle       03/01 ï 02/28            100%      Custodial          31 

 

Existing Terms and Conditions: 

 

Grazing use on the High Park Allotment will be consistent with the grazing schedule set in the 

High Park Allotment Management Plan (AMP).  There are currently no other stipulations that 

exist for the High Park Allotment.   

 

All grazing use in the Long Hollow Allotment is authorized for the full estimated grazing 

capacity of the federal range which is used in conjunction with the private land and is not limited 

as to numbers of cattle or season of use as long as grazing use is not detrimental to the public 

land.   

 

Allotment Summary (AUMs) 

Authorized Livestock Grazing Use 

Active  Suspended  Total 

 High Park           183     0           183 

 Long Hollow  31                       0                              31 

 

According to the High Park Allotment Management Plan (AMP), the grazing system on the High 

Park Allotment was designed as a two pasture deferred rotation where the allotment is divided 

into the East and West pastures (see map).  In year one the cattle would be allowed to graze the 

East pasture from June 21 until August 15.  On August 16 the cattle will be moved to the West 

pasture.  They will be taken off the allotment on November 12.  In year two the sequence is 

reversed.  Once implemented it was quickly discovered that the East pasture could not sustain the 

number of livestock for the period of time allowed due to the rough topography.     

 

Grazing use on the Long Hollow Allotment  is currently managed under ñCustodialò grazing 

use.  Custodial use is generally authorized on public land that is comprised of relatively small, 

scattered parcels that are unfenced from large amounts of private land, are difficult to manage 

separately, and have limited resource issues.  Under custodial use, the permittee is not restricted 

to a specific number of livestock, nor restricted to specific grazing dates, as long as the estimated 

carrying capacity of the public land is not exceeded.   The estimated carrying capacity is 

expected to result in utilization levels of 40% - 60% of the total annual forage production of key 

forage species.   Grazing use that exceeds this level on public land is not authorized.   Grazing 

use on the High Park Allotment is managed under ñImproveò grazing use.  ñImproveò use 

generally restricts grazing use to specific grazing dates and livestock numbers designed to 

improve existing livestock management and/or resource conditions on public land.     

 



Recently, the permittee has worked with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to 

develop a new grazing management plan on the private lands (base property) within both the 

allotments.  These changes will have influence on how the BLM portion of the allotment is 

grazed in the future.  As part of the process BLM re-analyzed the carrying capacity for the 

allotment and has applied them to the changes in the Proposed Action.  The carrying capacity 

analysis is further described in the Range Management section of this document.   

 

During the summer of 2000, the Royal Gorge Field Office conducted the Four Mile Creek Public 

Land Health Assessment within the High Park and Long Hollow Allotments.  Public land within 

the assessment area was evaluated to determine the health of upland soils, plant and animal 

communities, riparian systems, threatened and endangered species, and water quality.  In this 

assessment it was determined that 1.5 miles of High Creek within the High Park Allotment was 

not meeting public land health standards.  The determination was not related to livestock grazing 

on the allotment.  The deviation is further described in the Riparian section of this document. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:  Three alternatives are 

analyzed in this assessment: 

 

1. Proposed Action:  Renew livestock grazing authorization on the allotment with changes in 

grazing management and construction of new range improvements. 

2. No Action Alternative:   Renew livestock grazing authorization on the allotments with no 

changes. 

3. No Grazing Alternative:  This action would be not to authorize livestock grazing on the 

allotments.   

 

Proposed Action:  The proposal would cover the following actions: 

 

 Combine the Long Hollow and High Park Allotments into one allotment under 

ñImproveò management. 

 Update the carrying capacity on public land in the High Park Allotment. 

 The allotment would be managed under a 9 pasture rotation. 

 New fencing would be included. 

 The permit would be renewed for ten years. 

 

The action combines the two allotments into one allotment identified as the High Park Allotment 

#05114 and managed under the ñImproveò management category.  In addition, the analysis 

includes re-calculating the carrying capacity for the new pastures and is based on current data 

(See Range Management Section).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




