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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

 
 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-200-0065 EA 

 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER:  COC-73630 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Park Center Water District Well Project 

 

PLANNING UNIT:  Planning Unit #5, Gold Belt 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  T. 17 S., R. 70 W., section 34, Lot 2. 

 

APPLICANT:   Bureau of Land Management 

 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:   

 

The Park Center well is over 80 years old, is in deteriorating shape, and is in need of plugging.  

Since 1968 BLM has leased water from the well to the Park Center Water District (Park Center) 

as a water supply for municipal purposes to 4000 customers. There is an urgency to get a new 

well drilled and in place, as Park Center relies heavily on the water supply from the well. 

 

BLM owns the existing Park Center well and the water rights to the non-tributary water it 

produces.  It received the federal reserved water right in 1988 from a Colorado Supreme Court 

Decision.  In February 2008, the Colorado Water Division 2 Court awarded BLM a change from 

tributary to non-tributary status, and limited the reserved water right to 227 acre feet annually.  

Under a stipulation signed as part of the water court decree for the well, the BLM is obligated to 

provide an option to the City of Cripple Creek to obtain a limited quantity of water from the 

well.  

 

In the past, BLM has strongly encouraged Park Center to find an alternative source for its water.  

Park Center was proceeding with plans to drill their own well in the vicinity of the existing well 

by applying for a ROW from BLM when BLM received funding via disbursements from the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to drill the new well.  Park Centerôs 

ownership of the new well was not a preferred option since it would have created an awkward 

situation in which BLM would be forced to rely upon a third party to exercise its federal reserved 

water right. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES:   

 

Background/Introduction:   

The existing Park Center well is located adjacent to Fourmile Creek in the SW¼ SW¼, Section 

34, T.17S., R.70W., Sixth P.M, off of Fremont County Road 9.  Water from the well is leased to 

Park Center District for distribution to 4000 customers.  The site contains the well and a pipeline 

and meters that convey the well water to the Park Center District treatment plant.  The entire site 

has been historically disturbed and contains remnants of old pipeline systems.  The existing well 

and well site infrastructure is very old, in poor condition, and urgently needs to be updated to 

address public safety and health concerns.   In addition, the plumbing at the well site needs to be 

modified to enable delivery of water directly to Fourmile Creek, in order to fulfill BLMôs 

obligations under a recent water court case that changed the well from tributary status to non-

tributary status.    

 

The original 3,216 foot deep water well was drilled in the 1920s by the Mutual Oil and 

Development Co. as an oil test, but the well failed to discover economic reserves of oil or gas.   

The well was acquired by the General Land Office (predecessor of the BLM) in 1934 under 

authority of the Mineral Leasing Act.  It was converted to a water well because of the amount of 

good quality water obtained under artesian conditions.  In 1937, the Canon Heights Irrigation Co. 

entered into a lease with the United States for use of the water from the well.  Water was used to 

irrigate an estimated 800 acres north of Canon City.   

 

In 1968, a water lease was signed with Park Center.  Park Center has leased this well for over 

forty years and has a first right of refusal to renew the lease.  The current lease with Park Center 

was signed on February 6, 2008 for a 25 year term.   Under a stipulation signed as part of the 

water court decree for the well, the BLM is obligated to provide an option to the City of Cripple 

Creek to obtain a limited quantity of water from the well.  

 

The water well began leaking at the surface, behind casing, in the first part of 2008.  BLM hired 

a contractor to run a downhole video survey to ascertain the condition of the casing.  A similar 

leak had occurred in 1976 and it was repaired by pumping grout below the cement flooring.  In 

September 2008, an attempt to repair the well externally resulted in a second leak. Because of the 

age of the well, and the condition of the casing, BLM determined that the well will need to be 

plugged and abandoned.   

 

 
PROPOSED ACTION:   

The proposed action is for the BLM to drill the new well, followed by the immediate plugging of 

the existing well, to ensure a consistent supply of water to Park Center.  The new well would be 

located within 200 feet north of the existing well, as required by the state permit to drill a 

replacement well.  Its location will be N 38Ü 31ô 15.5s, W 105Ü 12ô 53.1s.  Related actions to 

support the proposed action will be to excavate and construct a new well pad approximately 70ô 

x 150ô in size, or approximately .24 acres of disturbance.  An access road will be built on the 

northern end of the well pad, for approximately .04 acres of disturbance.  Some equipment and 



 

 

 

supplies will probably have to be stored across the county road from the work site while the well 

is being drilled.  

 

Once the well is completed, a trench will be excavated to install up to 200 feet of new 6ò 

pipeline, which will begin at a tee from the new well and terminate at a tie-in point between the 

existing well and County Road 9.  In addition, another trench will be dug to install a 6ò line from 

the tee and will terminate at a concrete baffled outlet structure on the bank of Fourmile Creek.   

 

The existing well will be disconnected from the pipeline at the tie-in point before the new well 

can be hooked up.  However, it will not be shut in since doing so would increase the pressure on 

the wellhead, and its condition is such that any additional pressure could do more damage.  

Instead, a 6ò line will be attached to the wellhead, and the water will be temporarily diverted to 

Fourmile Creek until it can be plugged and abandoned.  The plan is to plug the well immediately 

after the new well is completed. 

 

The site will be excavated to install a 4-foot deep (minimum) concrete footer that will be formed 

to support a steel 10ô x 24ô well house to be placed over the well to protect it from vandalism.  

The site will be graded to prevent increased flow and additional stream sedimentation. After the 

grading is complete, gravel will be laid to provide a stable parking surface for vehicles and 

equipment and will be laid so as not to intrude into the riparian zone adjacent to Fourmile Creek.   

 

A permanent 8-foot high chain link fence will be constructed around the well house to restrict 

access to the site to authorized personnel.  Large rocks will be placed on the outer perimeter to 

provide a vehicle barrier for the fence.   

 

Under the draft Cripple Creek lease terms, releases of water from the wellhead into Fourmile 

Creek will occur at a rate of no greater than 1.5 cubic feet per second, and such releases will be 

of no more than two weeks annually in duration.   The total volume of water that may be released 

from the well into Fourmile creek is 16 acre feet annually.  Average monthly flow in Fourmile 

Creek ranges from 12 to 68 cfs, so the additional flow would result in a maximum of 12.5% 

increase in discharge.   By way of comparison 16 acre feet is equal to approximately one tenth of 

one percent of the annual discharge of the creek.  Although the water to be released is high in 

total dissolved solids, it meets state water quality standards established for Fourmile Creek so no 

mitigations are required. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 
Park Center Water District Well Project Location  

 

 

 


