Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-CO-120-20090015EA

PROJECT NAME Renewal of Livestock Grazing Perm#it051792 for Sheephorn Creek Ranch
on Allotment 07504 (Dice Hill) and Allotment 07551 9McPhee).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION Kremmling Field Office (KFOpdministered land includes all or part
of the following:

Allotment 07504 (Dice Hill)
T.2S, R81W,, Sec3 ard 10

Allotment 07551 (McPhee)
T.1S, R81W,, Sec 20, 21, 27, 28, 335

APPLICANT: Robert Lindner

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorllssues and Concerns

Robert Lindner owner of the Sheephorn Creek Ranch has requalstgdishment ohis

grazing preference on Allotment 07562 (Sheephorn) that has been attached to his livestock
grazing permit. The letter of relinquishmeénincluded as Attachment Hestates he no longer

has the number of livestock to stock this allotment and the allotment is no longer needed for their
ranching operation. Allotment 07568heephornhas a livestock grazing preference with 110
AUMS of permitted use of which 69 AUMs haleen suspended leaving 41 AUMs of active

use.

Allotments 07504 (Dice Hill) and 07551 (McPhee) were assessed for compliance with the
Standards for Public Land Health in Colorg@tandardspn July 11, 2006. An interdisciplinary

(ID) team from the Kremimg Field Office determined that both of the allotments are in
compliance with all of the Standards. However, concern was expressed about a grassy area in
Allotment 07504 (Dice Hill) whiee the vegetation appeared stunted and weeds were evident.
The ID am rated this area as marginally functioning. To improve the area, the permittee will
initiate a best management practice (BMP) of plasalgaway fronthe marginally functioning



grassy areto reduce grazing pressure arauntarily moving cattle outf the area when
needed.

Proposed Action

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing permit # 051792 on Allotment 07504 (Dice
Hill) and Allotment 07551 (McPhee). Allotment 07562 (Sheephorn) would be relinquished and

no longer be attached tdits permit.

e The permit would be renewed for 10 years from March 1, 2009 through
February 28, 2019.
e The Standards Terms and Conditions would apply (see Attact@nent

e There would be no changes to the season of number or kind of livestock, season of use,

or amount of authorized grazing preference expressed in AbivVEllotment 07504
(Dice Hill) and Allotment # 07551 (McPhee)

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow and her calf for

one month.

The renewed livestock gragmpermit # 051792 would authorize livestock grazing to the
following extent:

Allotment Livestock Season of Use| Percent Public AUMs
Number Kind Land

07504 (Dice Hill) 85 Cattle 6/167 9/30 100 299

07551 (McPhee) 55 Cattle 7/1671 9/15 100 112

The total livestock grazing preference for permit #051792 would be 299 active AUMs for
Allotment 07504 (Dice Hill) and 112 active AUMs for Allotment 07551 (McPhee).

A copy of the proposed permit with standard terms and conslig@mclosed as Attachment 2

Design Features of the Proposedifn:

The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious
weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.

The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include
partnershipwith the Grand County Weed Abatemerogram.

The permittee has agreed to place salt and supplements at least ¥4 mile away from the
meadow where concerns were identified samthove his cattle away from this area when
utilization levels are met.

Temporary exemption® the 1988 OHRoad Vehicle Implementation Plarould

include:

o Permitting of motorizedravelfor fence maintenance. Permittee would travel only
along fenceline$or this purpose with no cross country travel permitted. In the
event a fenceline is also a landownership boundary, all motorized travel would
occur on the noiBLM side of the fence.
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0 Permit caséy-case motorized crosountry travel for instances of redving
injured animals or other emergencies. All instances should be approved by the
authorizing officer beforehand when possible. In the case of an emergency, any
motorized crossountry travel would be reported to the BLM immediately. Any
permitted or mmergency crossountry travel will be evaluated for resource
damage. Any rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found to be excessive and
establishing a new route would have reclamation completed by the permittee.

e Specific restrictions and exemptions bét1988 OffRoad Vehicle Implementation Plan
would be part of the Terms and Conditions of the grazing permit.
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