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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: DOI-BLM-C0O-120-2009-0024B-EA

PROJECT NAME PineyRiver Replacement

LEGAL DESCRIPTION T. 2S., R. 83W., Sec. 25: SWY.SEY4

APPLICANT: BLM

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTIONBLM Zone Engineering has determined that the
PineyRiver Bridgeis not structurally sound and therefore unsafe for the public to access BLM
administered landsind is unsafe for motorized us&unding has been obtained for 208® to
issue a contract to replace the bridge.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundhtroductiorlissues and Concernghe PineyRiver bridgeis onaparcel of BLM
administered land that accestarger expanses of public land tlaaéused heavily for
recreationespecially hunting. On August 6, 1999, a letter was senEtgleCounty Planning
and Zoning by the Kremmling Field Manager acogptesponsibility for maintenance and
eventual replacement of the bridge. On March 29, 2000, BLM Zone Engineering performed
inspections on the bridge and found them acceptalile bridge wasinspected again in 2008
and the decision was to replate

Proposed Action

Zone Engineering proposestioe a contractor teeplace the PineRiver Bridgeand improve

the access road where it crosses public lartke early fall of 2009BLM Zone Engineering

would monitor the projectThe road improvemens limited in extent to the minimum necessary
to allow the constructioequipment and support vehieecess to the bridg&he pivate

propertyat the beginning of the access roaduld beusedto off-load equipment. The

agreement with the private property owner for this access is for all construction to begin after
Labor Day due to their recreational business. The construction should take approximately 60
days. Thebridgewould be built roughly inhe samelocation of the existing bridgalthough the
abutments wuld be placedloser tathe bank and thus the bridgeauld be slightly longer



Design Features of the Proposed Action

e Signs would be set out by the Kremmling Field Office personnebappately one week
before construction warning recreationists of the biddgemoval BLM should sign
both County Road 27 and access routes from the USFS boundarg#stheninimum
of 1 week prior to construction of the temporary closure. Expected construction is the
week after Labor Day, 2009.

e Thebridge would belismantledand all the materials would be loaded onto a truck and
hauled off site.

e The existing cobbleock, and boulders would be stockpiled for later use as structural
backfill for the new abutments to build up where the road meets the bridge.

e Vegetation would be removed at the abutment locations andatba adjacertb the
abutments.

e Approximately 30 feet tthe southandeastof the bridge would be used for a staging
area. The side of the slope would be removed along with a couple of trees to create a
level surface.The slope would be left at a 1:1 grade. Reseeding of this sloped area
would occur after aastructionin the fall of 2009with native species

¢ By seeding in the Fall of 2009, keeping vehicle use off of the pad area for one growing
season, and delineating the area for vehicle access, the impacts to soil would be reduced
to a small area.

e The material from the staging area would be used as backfill for the bridge footings, and
for the road near the bridge on thiest side of the bridgeFor the access road on the
south side of the bridgeny Staging Area excess soil should be used toceethe final
slope of the uphill cut to less than 1:1 to improve stability and seeding success.

e The staging a@fi p a d 0 retam arly drosion from the pad enlargement until the new
cuts are stabilized by vegetation. Seeding of the cut area and stagiwguid occur as
soon as possible, prior to final pallt.

e Road cuts that are not in rock should be less than 1:1 for stability.

e Topsoil and vegetative cover should be scraped off of the slope and respread on the final
slope of the cut area.

¢ |If flows are higher than expected, a diversion dikauld be used to reduce sediment
loads to the river. The new pilings and ripragud not result in directing stream energy
tostreeambnks, but wi Imbhinclrrendimpthetcdnter ofrthe chamed t®
reduce bank scour.

e The BLM has applied for a Stormwater Permit Low Erosivity Waiver for this project due
to the time of year, project location, and actual disturbed acreage. The permit covers
construction from Septembey 2009 to November 2, 2009 and was submitted on
May 8, 2009.

e Zone Engineering wuld apply for the 404 permit fahe projectsandconditions of the
404 Permit wuld be followed to protect water qualityC ol or adodés Regi onal
for the permit reques that the Army Corps of Engineers receive a preconstruction
notification of the project.

e Concrete abutments on spread footings would be built. This involves excavating, placing
washed rock, forming and pouring the concrete. The abutments wiltkflled and
protected with existing riprap.



The steekruss bridge would be set on the concrete foundations with a tracKihee

deck would be concrete which would keep the deck pan from filling in with mud. Steel
guard rails would attach to the steel truss.

40 to 50 cubic yardsf concretevould be usedb build the abutments and its walgh

multiple trips of a concrettruck

The contractowould use an existing sloped area upriver to ford the river.

The contractor wuld use a trackhoe and or a dozer to improve the aoddviden it to a

12 foot driving surfaceAlong the road, the upper slope would be pulled ankisroc

would be removed to widen the road. The rocks would be placed off the downslope side
of the road. Dirt from the upper slope would be used to cover the rough rocky portions of
the road and fill in the deep ruts.

Work will begin after Labor Day (9/7/200.

Steel for the bridge would be treated with the finish that creates a film of faux rust on the
steel that actually protects the steel from rusting or oxidizing.

Ifthelowerb ank és rock and/ or woody woeldjbetsad i on
to stabilize the bank

The cobble/boulder substrate would not produce a large sediment load when disturbed
and once replaced would not continue to release fine materials.
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PineyRiver Bridge Sketch



