
   

Posted: ______________ 

 

 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Land Management 

Kremmling Field Office 

P.O. Box 68 

Kremmling , CO 80459 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

 

NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-120-2009-0009-EA 

 

PROJECT NAME:  Renewal of Livestock Grazing Permit # 051793 for Mike Ritschard on 

Allotments 07503 (Ritschard C) and 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Kremmling Field Office (KFO) administered land includes all or part 

of the following: 

 

 Allotment 7503 (Ritschard C) 

 T.3N., R.80W., Sec. 27 and 34 

 

 Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) 

 T.1N., R.79W., Sec. 13-17, 21-23 

 

APPLICANT:  Mike Ritschard 

 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION:  Mike Ritschardôs livestock grazing permit  

# 051793 that authorizes grazing on allotments 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) and 07503 (Ritschard C) 

expires on February 28, 2009.  Mike Ritschard has applied to renew his livestock grazing permit.  

The permit is subject to renewal at the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior for a period of 

up to 10 years.  Renewal of this livestock grazing permit would allow Mike Ritschard to 

continue grazing on his designated allotments for a period of 10 years beginning on 

March 1, 2009.   

 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES: 

 

Background/Introduction/Issues and Concerns:   

 

During the 1999 permit renewal process, Allotments 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) and 07534 

(Williams Fork) were combined into Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) and a new grazing 

system was implemented.  In order to assess the results of these changes, Allotment 07560 

(E Cedar Ridge) was assessed for compliance with the Standards for Public Land Health in 

Colorado (Standards) on June 8, 2006, by an interdisciplinary (ID) team from the Kremmling 

Field Office.  The ID team determined that the allotment is in compliance with the Standards. 
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During the 1999 permit renewal process, Allotment 07503 was divided into 3 pastures to 

accommodate the grazing permitteeôs ranching operation.  This is a fairly small allotment that is 

50% public land.  The North Pasture would be used first (6/1-6/24) by 70 yearlings and then they 

would be moved to the Middle Pasture for 3-5 days.  The South Pasture would be used 6/27-6/30 

by 243 pairs that would be moved up from the Antelope Pass Allotment (07506).  

 

Since changes were made to the livestock grazing system, the allotment required an evaluation 

for compliance with the Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado to meet the requirements 

of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Kremmling Field Office RMP.  On 

June 19, 2007, Allotment 07503 (Ritschard C) was assessed for compliance with the Standards.  

An ID team from the Kremmling Field Office determined the allotment is in compliance with the 

Standards. 

 

Proposed Action:  

 

The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing permit # 051793 with no changes to the 

grazing systems on allotments 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) and 07503 (Ritschard C).  The deferred 

rotation grazing system implemented in 1999 has allowed Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) to 

improve and it is now in compliance with the Standards.  Therefore, no new changes are 

required.  A copy of the proposed permit with standard terms and conditions is enclosed as 

Attachment 1. 

 

 The permit would be renewed for 10 years (March 1, 2009 through February 28, 2019). 

 The Standard Terms and Conditions would apply (see Attachment 1) 

 There would be no changes to the kind or number of livestock, season of use, or amount 

of authorized preference expressed in AUMs* 

 

* AUM = animal unit month = the amount of forage required to sustain one cow and her calf for 

one month. 

 

The renewed livestock grazing permit # 051793 would authorize livestock grazing to the 

following extent: 

 

Allotment Pasture Livestock 

Number  Kind 

 

Season of Use 

 

% Public 

Land 

 

   AUMs 

07560 Lower Flats 100       Cattle 4/23 - 05/01      100      16 

07560 High Flats 145       Cattle 05/16 ï 06/16       100      153 

07560 Lower Flats   85       Cattle 6/17 ï 07/10      100       67 

07560 Middle   85       Cattle 10/16 ï 11/15        50       43 

      

07503 North   70  Yearlings 06/01 - 06/24      100        55 

07503 Middle   70  Yearlings 06/25 - 06/28        50         5 

07503 South 243      Cattle 06/27 ï 06/30      100       32 

 

The total authorized livestock grazing preference for permit # 051793 is 282 AUMs for 

Allotment 07560 (E. Cedar Ridge) and 92 AUMs for Allotment 07503 (Ritschard C). 
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Design Features of the Proposed Action: 

 

 The permittee would be responsible for notifying the BLM of all county listed noxious 

weeds which result from their livestock grazing operations.   

 The BLM would be responsible for implementing control measures, which would include 

partnership with the Grand County Weed Abatement Program. 

 Permitting of motorized travel for fence maintenance within the Wolford Mountain 

Travel Management Area. Permittee would travel only along fencelines for this purpose 

with no cross country travel. In the event a fenceline is also a landownership boundary, 

all motorized travel would occur on the non-BLM side of the fence. 

 Permit case-by-case motorized cross-country travel within the Wolford Mountain Travel 

Management Area for instances of retrieving injured animals or other emergencies. All 

instances should be approved by the authorizing officer beforehand when possible.  In the 

case of an emergency, any motorized cross-country travel would be reported to the BLM 

immediately.  Any permitted or emergency cross-country travel will be evaluated for 

resource damage. Any rutting of soil or damage to vegetation found to be excessive and 

establishing a new route would have reclamation completed by the permittee. 

 No motorized travel is permitted within the Wolford Mountain Travel Management Area 

during the winter seasonal closure between December 15 and April 15 with the exception 

of designated open routes for snowmobiles when there is a minimum of 12 inches of 

snow. 

 Specific restrictions and exemptions of the Wolford Travel Management Plan would be 

part of the Terms and Conditions of the grazing permit. 
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No Action Alternative: The No Action Alternative is the same as the Proposed Action. 

 

Alternatives Considered But Eliminated From Further Analysis (No Grazing Alternative):  

No livestock grazing was considered but eliminated from further analysis for the following 

reasons: 

 

 Livestock grazing with the Kremmling Field Office was fully analyzed and authorized in 

the RMP/EIS as recorded in the 1984 Approved Plan and Record of Decision.  At that 

time a ñNo Grazing Alternativeò was considered but not selected. 

 

 This alternative is not consistent with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 

(FLPMA) that stated:  ñthe public lands be managed in a manner which recognizes the 

Nationôs need for domestic sources of minerals, food, timber, and fiber from public  

landsééò 

 

 During public scoping and staff review there were no issues or concerns identified that 

would support a ñNo Grazing Alternative.ò 

 

 It has been determined that significant progress toward achieving compliance with the 

Standards for Public Land Health in Colorado would occur with the appropriate livestock 

grazing guidelines set forth in the Proposed Action. 

 

 

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW:  The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed 

for conformance with the following plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3):   

 

Name of Plan:  Kremmling Resource Management Plan (RMP), Record of Decision 

(ROD) 

 

Date Approved:  December 19, 1984; Updated February 1999 

 

 Decision Number/Page:  Livestock Grazing: pages 6 and 8, as revised 

 

Decision Language:  Objectives of the RMP/ROD include allocation of a base level of 

livestock forage and maintaining or improving forage production and condition in areas 

where livestock grazing is a priority or is compatible with the land use priority.  The 

RMP designated the project area with a livestock grazing priority. 
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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT / ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES / MITIGATION 

MEASURES:   

 

INVASIVE, NON-NATIVE SPECIES 

 

 Affected Environment:  Past actions such as livestock grazing, motorized travel, 

recreation, etc. that have caused disturbance of vegetation and soil have contributed to the 

invasion and spread of invasive, non-native species (noxious weeds).  There are known invasive, 

non-native species growing within the project area.  The invasive, non-native species include 

houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale), cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), and Canada thistle 

(Cirsium arvense) and are generally located along roadways, in high use areas such as where 

livestock congregate, and other areas of disturbance.  Soil or vegetation disturbing activities 

provide and avenue for establishment and expansion of invasive, non-native species.  The BLM 

monitors these known areas for use in controlling the spread of these species. 

 

 Environmental Consequences:  Any type of soil and vegetation disturbance in an area 

where invasive, non-native species are established promotes their expansion.  Although the 

renewed grazing permit would not change the livestock grazing management, there is always the 

chance for invasion or spread of invasive, non-native species. 

 

 The No Action Alternative is the same as the Proposed Action so the environmental 

consequences would be the same.   

 

 Mitigation:  None 

  

RANGE MANAGEMENT   

 

 Affected Environment:  The livestock grazing system on Allotment 07503 (Ritschard C) 

was changed to a rotation grazing system during the 1999 permit renewal process.   

 

The livestock grazing system on Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) was changed to a rotation 

grazing system and included the addition of approximately 200 acres of land from an unused 

allotment.  

 

Both allotments were determined to be in compliance with Standard # 3 (upland vegetation and 

wildlife) by an interdisciplinary team from the Kremmling Field Office during the permit 

renewal process. 

 

 Environmental Consequences:  Since Allotment 07503 (Rtischasrd C) is in compliance 

with the Standards and the permittee has not requested any changes, the Proposed Action would 

be implemented with no changes to the number or kind of livestock, season of use, or amount of 

authorized grazing preference.   

 

Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) is in compliance with the Standards and the permittee has not 

requested any changes to his grazing system.  Therefore, the Proposed Action would be 

implemented with no changes to the number or kind of livestock, season of use, or amount of 

authorized grazing preference. 
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Since the No Action Alternative is the same as the Proposed Action, the environmental 

consequences would be the same. 

 

Mitigation:  None 

 

VEGETATION (includes a finding on Standard 3) 

 

 Affected Environment:  Allotment 07503 (Ritschard C) and Allotment 07560 (E Cedar 

Ridge) are predominately sagebrush steppe vegetation communities.  The dominant species is 

big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) with an understory of perennial cool season grasses and 

annual and perennial forbs.  The grasses include but are not limited to bluegrasses (Poa spp), 

western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii), bluebunch wheatgrass (Pseudoroegneria spicata), 

pine needlegrass (Achnatherum pinetorum), bottlebrush squirreltail, (Elymus elymoides), fescues 

(Festuca spp), Indian ricegrass (Achnatherum hymenoides), brome (Bromus spp), and prairie 

Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha).  Common forbs include wild buckwheat (Eriogonum spp), 

lupine (Lupinus agrenteus), phlox (Phlox spp), Indian paintbrush (Castilleja spp), groundsel 

(Senecio spp), penstemons (Penstemon spp), pussytoes (Antennaria spp), daisies (Erigeron spp), 

fringed sage (Artemisia frigida), milkvetch (Astragalus spp), and mountain bluebell (Mertensia 

lanceolata).  Other shrubs that inhabit the sagbrush steppe include snowberry (Symphoricarpus 

oreophilus), serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia), rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus spp), broom 

snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae), and antelope bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata). 

 

A portion of Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) was seeded to crested wheatgrass (Agropyron 

cristatum) a number of years ago.  This area in the Upper Flats pasture still has a significant 

amount of crested wheatgrass.  However, native species have reestablished within the crested 

wheatgrass and it now contains a mixture of native species along with the crested wheatgrass.  

 

 Environmental Consequences:  The Proposed Action would renew livestock grazing 

permit # 051793 with no changes to the livestock grazing in these allotments.  Since a best 

management practice (BMP) was implemented during the 1999 permit renewal process and the 

vegetation has improved since then, implementation of the Proposed Action would continue to 

improve the quality and quantity of the vegetation within the project area.   

 

Since the No Action Alternative is the same as the Proposed Action, the environmental 

consequences would be the same. 

 

 Mitigation:  None 

 

Finding on the Public Land Health Standard for plant and animal communities (partial, see 

also Wildlife, Aquatic and Wildlife, Terrestrial):  Allotment 07503 (Ritschard C) was assessed for 

compliance with the Standards on June 19, 2007.  An ID team from the Kremmling Field Office 

determined the allotment is in compliance with Standard #3 (upland vegetation and wildlife). 

 

Allotment 07560 (E Cedar Ridge) was assessed for compliance with the Standards on 

June 8, 2006.  The ID team determined the allotment is in compliance with Standard # 3 (upland 

vegetation and wildlife). 

 

  




